passest judgment of thine own opinion? Why, I shall be able to prove the contrary, both from what he said, and from what he did. For if you will not believe by the punishments which are to come, at least believe by those that have already happened. For what have happened, and have come forth into reality are surely not threats and words. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from ell thine enemies. And I was. 

Lesson viij

W

HO then was it that flooded the whole world, and effected that baleful wreck, and the utter destruction of our whole race? Who was it that after this hurled those thunders and lightnings upon the land of Sodom? Who that drowned all Egypt in the sea? Who that consumed thc six hundred thousand men in the wilderness? Who that burnt up the synagogue of Abiram? Who that bade the earth open her mouth for the company of Core and Dathan, and swallow them up? Who that carried off the threescore and ten thousand at one sweep in David's time? Did not God  bring all these things, and more, upon them?

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. Glory be. O God.

(  ix. My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

( x.  Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this.

( xj.  Lord, when thy people shall turn again to thee, and shall pray unto thee in this house, * Then hear thou in heaven, O Lord, and deliver them out of the hand 
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of their enemies. 

( If thy people sin against thee, and turn again, and repent, and corne and pray unto thee in this house. Then. 

( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory.
( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

before the xj Sunday after Pentecost

At Vespers,  as in the Psalter.

( Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord. 

( And let thy mercy come down upon us.
On Magnificat, Antiphon. I beseech thee, O Lord, * remember now   how I have walked before thee  in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. 

COLLECT
A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who in the abundance of thy loving-kindness dost give more than thy suppliants either desire or deserve: pour down upon us thy mercy; forgiving us those things whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us that which our prayer doth not presume to ask. Through.

__________________________________________________________________

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the fourth  book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    2 Kings 20 

I

N those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, saying, I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij 
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A

ND it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the Lord came to him, saying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

( God who heareth all, hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij

A

ND Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered. And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the Lord will heal me, and that I shall go up into the house of the Lord the third day? 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will.  

Lesson iv

A

ND Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have of the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he hath spoken; shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees? And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but let the shadow return backward ten degrees. And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the Lord: and he brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 

( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant, and say unto the destroying Angel: Stay now thine hand, * That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not every living soul. 

( I have sinned and done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let - thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away from thy people. That the. 

Glory be. That the.  
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Exposition by S. Jerome, Priest, of the Prophet Isaiah. 

Lesson v                                                                                              Bk. 11, Ch. 38 

L

EST Hezekiah should be exalted in heart after his amazing triumphs and victory in the midst of the captivity, he was visited with bodily sickness and 
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told that he was going to die; this was so that he might turn to the Lord and implore him to avert this sentence. We read of the same thing in the prophet Jonah, and David also was threatened in this way: the things that were foretold did not come to pass, not that God changes his sentence, but he acts in this way to summon man to self-knowledge. For the Lord repenteth him of the evil.

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 

Lesson vj
A

ND Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, because he was unable to go to the temple. Either he turned his face towards the wall of the temple, since Solomon had built it next to the palace; or else he simply turned to the wall lest his tears should be seen by those who stood by. And when he heard that he was going to die, he did not ask for life and many more years to live, but he left it to God to do what was pleasing in his judgment. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson vij

H

E knew that Solomon had pleased God by not asking for a longer life; but when he is about to depart and go to God, he recounts his good works, how he has walked before him in truth and with a perfect heart. Happy is the conscience that at a time of affliction can recall its good works. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God, And yet it is written in another place, Who can say, I have made my heart clean? This is the explanation: he is said to be pure in heart because he destroyed the idols, opened the doors of the temple, broke in pieces the brazen serpent, and did all the other good works that are recorded in the Scriptures. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * and I was with thee withersoever thou wentest to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was.  
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Lesson viij 

H

EZEKIAH wept sore when he perceived that the Lord's promise to David would fail at his death. For at that time he had no son; after his death Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign in Judah: from which it may be seen that Manasseh was born after the third of those extra years of life granted to Hezekiah. Therefore he gave vent to all this weeping because he thought that there was no hope of Christ being born of his seed. Others say that holy men fear death becausc thcy are in doubt as to their sentence, and are in ignorance as to which place they are to be sent in accordance with the sentence of God.

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God . Glory be. O God.

In the iij. Nocturn,  (( from the ix. Sunday after Pentecost, as below.

( ix. My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

( x.  Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this.

( xj.  Lord, when thy people shall turn again to thee, and shall pray unto thee in this house, * Then hear thou in heaven, O Lord, and deliver them out of the hand of their enemies. 

( If thy people sin against thee, and turn again, and repent, and corne and pray unto thee in this house. Then. 

( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 0
hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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SATURDAY

BEFORE THE FIRST SUNDAY OF AUGUST

And that is called the first Sunday of the month, which is on the first day, or nearer to the first day of that month: so that if the first day is Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday, then the first Sunday of the month, on which is placed the book of Scripture to be begun, is the one that precedes the first day. But if it is Thursday, Friday or Saturday, it is the one that follows. And on the preceding Saturday on the Magnificat is placed the Antiphon from that proper, omitting any other that may happen to occur. 

At Vespers, as in the Psalter.

( Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord. 

( And let thy mercy come down upon us.
On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Wisdom hath builded her house, * she hath hewn out her seven pillars: she hath  subdued the nations, and in her own might hath she trodden down the necks of the proud and lof-ty. 

The Collect which occurs in the order of the other Sundays, as below. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF AUGUST

Here are placed the books of Solomon, and the readings are from them on Sundays until the first Sunday of September. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Here begin the Proverbs of Solomon.  
Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 1 

T

HE proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; to know wisdom and inslruction; to perceive the words of understanding; to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; to give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: to understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old, When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water, * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him.

Lesson ij 

930

T

HE fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.  My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: for they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck. My son, if sinners entice thee,consent thou not. If they say, come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit.

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the.

Lesson iij

W

E shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: cast in thy lot among us: let is all have one purse. My son, talk not thou in the way with them: refrain thy foot from their path:. for their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood. 

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that bemg present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I.

Lesson iv 

S

URELY in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives. So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof. Wisdom crieth without: she uttereth her voice in the streets; she crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?

( O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. Glory be. And turn.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
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From the Treatise by S. Ambrose, Bishop, On Psalm 119 

Lesson v                                                                                                  Sermon v

T

HE fear or the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, says the Prophet. What else is the beginning of wisdom but renouncing the world? For it is foolish to savour of worldly things. In short, as the Apostle says, The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. But that very fear of the Lord, unless it be according to knowledge, is worth nothing. in fact it is greatly lacking.

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson vj

F

OR even the Jews have the zeal of God, but, because it is not according to knowledge. they draw down upon themselves the divine displeasure through that very zeal and fear. They manifest the fear of God in circumcising their children and in keeping the sabbath, but because they are unaware that the law is spiritual they do but circumcise the body and not the heart. 

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson vij

A

ND why do I speak of the Jews? For there are some even among ourselves who are in fear of the Lord. but not according unto knowledge, and they make rules that are too hard for human nature to bear. They possess fear, in that it seems to them that by enforcing good works they are acting in the interests of discipline; but they are unwise in this, that they are inconsiderate concerning the limitations of human nature. and do not take into account how much it is able to bear. Let not fear be thus unreasonable. For indeed true wisdom begins with the fear of God,  nor is wisdom spiritual at all without this fear of God; neither should fear be without wisdom. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me, 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die, Give.

Lesson viij

H

OLY fear is indeed a good base for the Word. For as some statue may be set on a base, and then, when it has been so placed, its beauty is enhanced and it 
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stands more firmly; so is the Word of God better placed on holy fear, and it takes firmer root in the breast of a God-fearing man; thus the Word will not fall away from that man's heart, nor will the birds come and carry it off, as would happen to a careless and negligent man.

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expresscd. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
( ix. O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 

( x. Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord. and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts. and understandeth all the imaginations of the 

thoughts. Man.
( xj. My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head.

(  My son, attend unto my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. For they.

( xij.  One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of  

hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

The (( of this Sunday are said on the other Sundays until the first Sunday of September. 

__________________________________________________________________

   SATURDAY

BEFORE THE SECOND SUNDAY OF AUGUST
At Vespers, as in the Psalter, p. 233 ff.
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( Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  I dwell * in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF AUGUST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the book of Ecclesiastes. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 1 

T

HE words or the Preacher, the son or David, king in Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity. What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun? One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh; but the earth abideth for ever. The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose. The wind goeth toward the south. and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again according to his circuits. All the rivers run into the sea: yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again. 

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before.

Lesson ij 

A

LL things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing' nor the ear filled with hearing. The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us. There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after. 

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea. and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on thc necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij 

934

I

 THE Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be excrcised therewith. I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and. behold, all is vanity and vexa- tion of spirit. 

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I.

Lesson iv
T

HAT which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered. I communed with mine own heart, saying. Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly. 

( O Lord, Father and God of my life, leave me not, lest I fall before mine adversaries: * Lest mine enemy rejoice over me. 

( Lay hand upon thc shield and buckler: and stand up to help me. Lest mine.Glory be. Lest mine. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. John Chrysostom                                         Against Concubines, v. 5 

Lesson v 

S

OLOMON, as long as he was enthralled by earthly desires, considered such things great and wonderful, and expended much care and labour on them, building magnificent palaces, heaping up great riches, collecting choirs of singers and divers kinds of servants for his table and fare, seeking to delight himself with the beauty of gardens and fair bodies; in short, following all the pursuits of pleasure and refreshment.

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson vj

B

UT when he came to himself, and, as though emerging from a dark pit, was able to gaze on the light of true wisdom, then he uttered that high and 
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heavenly cry, Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. And you too, if you wish, will voice this sentiment, and an even higher one concerning this unseasonable pleasure, if you will turn aside for a while from your evil habits. 

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they thilt do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson vij 

H

OWEVER, in those olden times such great love of wisdom was not demanded of Solomon. For the ancient law neither forbade those pleasures, nor declared the enjoyment of other vanities to be but idle: but yet, having possessed these things, he was able to see how vain, mean, and contemptible they are. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give.

Lesson viij

B

UT we are called to a nobler life, to the highest rank, and are trained in a nobler school: and for what other reason is it, than that we are told to order our life in conformity with those celestial. intellectual and incorporeal powers?

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, und cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou hast. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

(( from the j. Sunday of August. 

( ix. O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And 

turn. 

( x. Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 
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( For the Lord searcheth all hearts. and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man

( xj. My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head. 

( My  son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. For they. 

( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

SATURDAY

BEFORE THE THIRD SUNDAY OF AUGUST
 At Vespers, as in the Psalter, p. 233 ff.

( Let ous evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.
On Magnificat, Antiphon.  All  wisdom * cometh from the Lord,  and is with him for ever;  and is before the  ages. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF AUGUST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the book of Wisdom. 

Lesson j                                                                          Wisdom of Solomon, Ch. 1 

L

OVE righteousness, ye that be judges of the earth: think of the Lord with a good heart, and in simplicity of heart seek him. For he will be found of them that tempt him not; and sheweth himself unto such as do not distrust him. For froward thoughts separate from God: and his power, when it is tried, reproveth the unwise. For into a malicious soul wisdom shall not enter; nor dwell in the body that is subject unto sin. 

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. *  Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij 

937

F

OR the holy spirit of discipline will flee deceit, and remove from thoughts that are without understanding, and will not abide when unrighteousness cometh in. For wisdom is a loving spirit; and will not acquit a blasphemer of his words: for God is witness of his reins, and a true beholder of his heart, and a hearer of his 

tongue. For the Spirit of the Lord filleth the world: and that which containeth all things hath knowledge of the voice. 

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the.

Lesson iij
T

HEREFORE he that speaketh unrighteous things cannot be hid: neither shall vengeance. when it punisheth, pass by him. For inquisition shall be made into the counsels or the ungodly: and the sound of his words shall come unto the Lord for the manifestation of his wicked deeds. For the ear of jealousy heareth all things: and the noise of murmurings is not hid. 

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. 

Lesson iv

T

HEREFORE beware of murmuring, which is unprofitable; and refrain your tongue from backbiting; for there is no word so secret, that shall go for nought: and the mouth that belieth slayeth the soul. Seek not death in the error of your life: and pull not upon yourselves destruction with the works of your hands.  For God made not death: neither hath he pleasure in the destruction of the living.  

( O Lord, Father and God of my life, leave me not, lest I fall before mine adversaries: * Lest mine enemy rejoice over me. 

( Lay hand upon the shield and buckler: and stand up to help me. Lest mine. Glory be. Lest mine. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book of Offices by S. Ambrose, Bishop 

Lesson v                                                                                                          Ch. 28 

G

REAT is the splendour of justice: for being brought into being for others rather than for itself, it assists our sense of unity and fellowship. It maintains its high estate, so that it holds all things in subjection to its ruling. affords help to 
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others. brings wealth. refuses not service, undertakes perils not its own. Who would not long to hold fast this stronghold or virtue, unless he were weakening it by previous avarice and turning aside the strength of this mighty virtue. For so long as we are eager to increase our riches, heap up money, seize lands for our possessions, take the lead by our wealth, we strip ourselves of the idea of justice, and let go the service we owe to all men. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant. and the son of thine handmaid.  

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson vj

T

HE greatness of justice may be seen in this: that exception is allowed it neither for places, nor for persons: nor for times. It is even preserved for those
who are our enemies. So that if either place or date for a battle is fixed with our enemies, it would be thought contrary to justice to anticipate it either in time or place. For it is of importance whether a man is captured in the course of battle and violent contest, or by means of some unfair advantage or external happening.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson vij
I
F therefore, justice prevails, even in war, how much more ought it to be preserved in peace.The foundation, therefore, of justice, is faith; and he who, being just, accuses himself, sets justice above faith. For then his justice is manifest if he acknowledges the truth. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give.

Lesson viij

F

INALLY, the Lord said by Isaiah, I lay in Sion a foundation stone; that is, Christ the foundation of the Church. For the faith of all is Christ: but the Church is a kind of prototype of justice, a right shared by all men. In fellowship it prays, in fellowship it works, in fellowship it is tempted. In short, the man who denies his own self is himself just, himself worthy of Christ. And for that reason Paul also set Christ as the foundation, that upon him he might place the works of justice: for faith is the foundation. 
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( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea; and led them through much water. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou hast. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

( ix. O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord, 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. * And turn.

( x. Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts. and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man

( xj. My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head. 

( My  son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. For they. 

( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory, 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

SATURDAY

BEFORE THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF AUGUST

At Vespers, as in the Psalter, p. 233 ff.

( Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.
On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Wisdom crieth * aloud in the broad places, Whosoever loveth wisdom, let him  turn in hither, and he shall find her; and when he hath found her, happy is he if he hold her fast. 

__________________________________________________________________
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF AUGUST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the Book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 1-14 

A

LL wisdom cometh from the Lord, and is with him for ever. Who can number the sand of the sea, and the drops of rain, and the days of eternity? Who can find out the height of heaven. and the breadth of the earth, and the deep, and wisdom? 

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij
W

ISDOM hath been created before all things, and the understanding of prudence from everlasting. The word of God most high is the fountain of wisdom; and her ways are everlasting commandments. To  whom hath the root of wisdom been revealed? or who hath known her wise counsels? [Unto whom hath the knowledge of wisdom been made manifest? and who hath understood her great experience? ]

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks or the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij 
T

HERE is one wise and greatly to be feared, the Lord sitting upon his throne. He created her, and saw her, and numbered her, and poured her out upon all his works. She is with all flesh according to his gift, and he hath given her to them that love him.

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I.

Lesson iv

T

HE fear of the Lord is honour, and glory, and gladness, and a crown of rejoicing. The fear of the Lord maketh a merry heart. and giveth joy, and 
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gladness, and a long life. Whoso feareth the Lord, it shall go well with him 

at the last, and he shall find favour in the day of his death. To fear the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and it was created with the faithful in the womb. 

( O Lord, Father and God of my life, leave me not, lest I fall before mine adversaries: * Lest mine enemy rejoice over me. 

( Lily hand upon the shield and buckler: and stand up to help me. Lest mine.

Glory be. Lest mine. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the book of morals by S. Gregory the Great.              Bk. 1 Ch. 25 on Job 1. 

Lesson v 

T

HERE are some that take no heed to their life, and whilst they are seeking transitory objects, and either do not understand those that are eternal, or understanding, despise them, they neither feel grief nor know how to take counsel, and when they are taking no account of the things above which they have lost, they think, unhappy wretches, that they are in the midst of good things. For these never raise the eyes of their mind to the light of truth, which they were created for, they never bend the keenness of desire to the contemplation of their eternal country, but, forsaking themselves amidst those things in which they are cast away, instead of their country they love the exile which is their lot, and rejoice in the darkness which they undergo as though in the brigntness of the light. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson vj

B

UT, on the contrary, when the minds of the elect perceive that all things transitory are nought, they seek out which be the things for which they were created, and whereas nothing suffices to the satisfying them out of God, thought itself, being wearied in them by the efforts of the search, finds rest in the hope and contemplation of its Creator, longs to have a place among the citizens above; and each one of them, while yet in the body an inhabitant of the world, in mind already soars beyond the world, bewails the weariness of exile which he endures, and with the ceaseless incitements of love urges himself on to the country on high. 

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good
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Lesson vij 

W

HEN then he sees grieving how that that which is lost is eternal, he finds the salutary counsel, to look down upon this temporary scene which he is passing through, and the more the knowledge of that counsel increases, which bids him forsake perishing things, the more is grief augmented that he cannot yet attain unto lasting objects.  We  must also observe what absence of grief of mind there is in precipitancy of action. For they that live without counsel, who give themselves over precipitately to the issue of events, are meanwhile harassed by no grief of reflection.

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord; * Give me neithcr poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give..

Lesson viij

F

OR he that discreetly settles his mind in the counsels of life, heedfully takes account of himself, exercising circumspection in his every doing, and lest from that which he is doing a sudden and adverse issue should seize him, he first feels at it, gently applying to it the foot of reflection; he takes thought that fear may not withhold him from those things which ought to be done, nor precipitance hurry him into those which ought to be deferred; that evil things may not get the better of him through his desires by an open assault, nor good things work his downfall insidiously by vain glory. 

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou hast.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

(( from the iij. Sunday of August.

 ( ix. O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord, 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. * And turn.

( x. Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 
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( For the Lord searcheth all hearts. and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man

( xj. My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head. 

( My  son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. For they. 

( xij.  One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

SATURDAY

BEFORE THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF AUGUST,

 unless the latter be nearer to the first day of September, for then it is omitted together with its week, and the Antiphon is taken from before the first Sunday of September, below. 

At Vespers, as in the Psalter, p. 233 ff.

( Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.
On Magnificat, Antiphon.  My son,* keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother: bind them continually  upon thine heart. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF AUGUST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
From the book of Ecclesiasticus

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 5, 1-14 

S

ET not thy heart upon thy goods; and say not. I havc enough for my life. Follow not thine own mind and thy strength, to walk in the ways of thy heart: 
and say not, Who shall controul me for my works? for the Lord will surely revenge thy pride. Say not, I have sinned, and what harm hath happened unto me? for the Lord is longsuffering, he will in no wise let thee go.

( The Lord posscssed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 
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Lesson ij 
C
ONCERNING propitiation. be not without fear to add sin unto sin: and  say not, His mercy is great: he will be pacified for the multitude of my sins: for mercy and wrath come from him, and his indignation resteth upon sinners. Make no tarrying to turn to the Lord, and put not off from day to day: for suddenly shall the wrath of the Lord come forth, and in thy security thou shalt be destroyed, and perish in the day of vengeance. 

( I alone compassed the circuit or heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij

S

ET not thine heart upon goods unjustly gotten; for they shall not profit thee in the day of calamity. Winnow not with every wind, and go not into every way: for so doth the sinner that hath a double tongue.Be steadfast in thy understanding; and let thy word be the same.

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I.

Lesson iv

B

E  swift to hear; and let thy life be sincere; and with patience give answer. If thou hast understanding, answer thy neighbour; if not, lay thy hand upon thy mouth. Honour and shame is in talk: and the tongue of man is his fall. Be not called a whisperer, and lie not in wait with thy tongue. 

( O Lord, Father and God or my life, leave me not, lest I fall before mine adversaries: * Lest mine enemy rejoice over me. 

( Lay hand upon the shield and buckler: and stand up to help me. Lest mine.
Glory be. Lest mine.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. John Chrysostom                         Homily 22 On 2 Cor. Ch. 10, v.18 

Lesson v 
M

AKE no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and put not off from day to day: for thou knowest not what to-morrow shall bring forth. For by putting off there

is danger and fear; but by not putting off, manifest and secure salvation. Hold fast then by virtue. For so, even if thou have departed young, thou hast departed in 
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safety; and if thou have come to old age, thou shalt arrive at death with great provision made, and thou shalt have a double feast all thy life long; both in that thou abstainest from vice. and layest hold on virtue. Say not. There will come a time when it may be well to turn, for this language provokes God exceedingly. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson vj

A

ND why so? Because he hath promised thee countless ages, but thou art not even willing to labour during this present life, this short life that dureth but a season; but art so indolent and unmanly as to seek a shorter even than this. Are there not the same revellings daily? Are there not the same tables, the same harlots, the same theatres, the same wealth? How long wilt thou love those things as though they were aught? How long will thy appetite for evil remain insatiate? Consider that as often as thou hast fornicated, so often hast thou condemned thyself. For such is the nature of sin: once committed, the Judge hath also passed his sentence.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson vij

H

AST thou been drunken, been gluttonous, or robbed? Hold now, turn right back, acknowledge it to God as a mercy, that he snatched thee not away in the midst of thy sins: seek not yet another set time wherein to work evil. Many have been snatched away in the midst of thcir covetousness, and have departed to manifest punishment. Fear lest thou shouldest also suffer this, and without excuse. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor 

riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give.  

Lesson viij

B

UT God hath given to many a set time for confession in extreme old age. What then? Will he give it to thee also? Perhaps he will, says one. Why sayest thou, Perhaps, and Sometimes, and Often? Consider that thou art deliberating about thy soul, and put also the contrary case, and calculate, and say, But what if he should not give it? But what if he should give it? saith he. God hath 
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indeed given it; but still this supposition is safer and more profitable than that. 

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou hast.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

(( from the iij. Sunday of August.
 ( ix. O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord, 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. * And turn.

( x. Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts. and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man

( xj. My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head. 

( My  son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. For they. 

( xij.  One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

 _________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY

NEAREST TO THE FIRST DAY OF SEPTEMBER.

At Vespers, as in the Psalter, p. 233 ff.

( Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.
On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Now when Job had heard * the words of the    messengers, he endured with  patience, saying, Shall we receive good at the Lord's hand, and shall we not  receive evil also? In all this Job sinned not with his lips, neither charged God foolishly. 
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1892:
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER

All in the Psalter as throughout the Year.

Hymn at Matins Nocte surgentes,  p. 27, and at Lauds Ecce nam noctis, p. 61

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the book of Job. 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 1, 1-11 

T

HERE was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. And there were born unto him seven sons, and three daughters. His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east. 

( Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? * The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. As the Lord pleased, so hath it befallen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. 

( Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither. The Lord. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and  to  drink  with  them.  And  it  was  so, 

when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. This did Job continually. 

( My sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters. For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me. I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet: * Yet trouble came. 

( Behold I cannot help myself, and they that were needful unto me have forsaken me. Yet trouble. 

Lesson iij

N

OW there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the Lord said unto 
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Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, That there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and upright man, and one that feareth God. and escheweth evil? 

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend? * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now.

Lesson iv

T

HEN Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

( My harp is turned to morning, and my organ into the voice of them that weep. * Let me alone, O Lord, for my days are vanity.

( My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burnt up with the heat. Let me. 

Glory be. Let me. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book of Morals by Gregory the Great 

Lesson v                                                                                                 Bk. 2, Ch. 1

H

OLY writ is set before the eyes of the mind like a kind of mirror, that we may see our inward face in it; for therein we learn the deformities, therein we learn the beauties that we possess: there we are made aware what progress we are making, there too how far we are from proficiency. It relates the deeds of the Saints. and stirs the hearts of the weak to follow their example, and while it commemorates their victorious deeds, it strengthens our feebleness against the assaults of our vices; and its words have this effect, that the mind is so much the less dismayed amidst conflicts as it sees the triumphs of so many brave men set before it.

( My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken and become loathsome. * O remember, Lord, that my life is wind. 

( My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope. O remember. 

Lesson vj

S

OMETIMES, however, it not only informs us of their excellencies, but also makes known their mischances, that both in the victory of brave men we may see what we ought to seize on by imitation, and again in their falls what we ought to stand in fear of. For observe how Job is described as rendered greater by 
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temptation, but David by temptation brought to the ground, that both the virtue of our predecessors may cherish our hopes, and the downfall of our predecessors may brace us to the cautiousness of humility, so that whilst we are uplifted by the former to joy, by the latter we may be kept down through fears, and that the hearer's mind, being from the one source imbued with the confidence of hope, and from the other with the humility arising from fear, may neither swell with rash pride, in that it is kept down by alarm, nor be so kept down by fear as to despair, in that it finds support for confident hope in a precedent of virtue. 

( Are not my days few? Cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, * Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death. 

( Thine hands have made me, O Lord, and fashioned me together round about, yet thou dost destroy me. Before, 

Lesson vij                                                                                    Morals Bk. 1, Ch. 1  
T

HERE was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job. It is for this reason that we are told where the holy man dwelt, that the meritoriousness of his virtue might be expressed; for who knows not that Uz is a land of the Gentiles? And the Gentile world came under the dominion of wickedness in the same proportion that its eyes were shut to the knowledge of its Creator.

( Hide not thy face from me, O Lord, withdraw thine hand far from me: * And let not thy dread make me afraid. 

( O Lord, correct me, but with judgment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to 

nothing. And let.

Lesson viij

L

ET us be told, then, where he dwelt, that this circumstance may be reckoned to his praise, that he was good among bad men; for it is no very great praise to be good in company with the good, but to be good with the bad; for as it is a greater offence not to be good among good men, so it is immeasurably high testimony for anyone to have shown himself good even among the wicked. 

( O that my grief were thoroughly weighed, * and my calamity laid in the balances together.

( Fornow it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up. And my. Glory be. And my.  

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon, Canticles, and ( of the Psalter, p. 43.

Homily with Antiphns on Benedictus and Magnificat are placed below after the the last Sunday of November. 
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( ix. O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, O Lord. * That thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me.

( Are thy days as the days of man, that thou enquirest after mine iniquity? And there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. That thou. 

( x. Doth God pervert judgment, or doth the Almighty prevent justice? Deliver me, O Lord, and set me beside thee, * And fight thou against them that fight against me. 

( Lay hold upon the shield and buckler, and stand up to help me. And fight. 

( xi. My bones tare pierced in me in the night season, my sinews take no rest: by the great force of them is my garment changed. * He hath cast me into the mire, and I am become like dust and ashes. 

( Preserver of men, why hast thou set me over against thee, so that I am become a burden unto myself? Spare me, O Lord, for my days are nothing. He hath. 

( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts : * The whole earth is full of his glory . 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY

BEFORE THE SECOND SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER.

( Let ous evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.
On Magnificat, Antiphon.  In all  this * Job sinned not with his lips, nor         charged God foolishly. 

__________________________________________________________________

SECOND SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
From the Book of Job

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 9, 1-17 

T

HEN Job answered and said, I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with God?  If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand. He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered? Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them in his anger. 
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( Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? * The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. As the Lord pleased, so hath it befallen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. 

( Naked came lout of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither. The 

Lord. 

Lesson ij 

W

HICH shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble. Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not: and sealeth up the stars. Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea. Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south.

( My sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters. For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me. I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet: * Yet trouble came. 

( Behold I cannot help myself, and they that were needful unto me have forsaken me. Yet trouble. 

Lesson iij

W
HICH doeth great things, past finding out; yea, wonders without number. Lo, he goeth by me, and I see him not: he passeth on also, but I perceive him not. Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him, What doest thou? If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do stoop under him. 

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend.? * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now.

Lesson iv

H

OW much less shall I answer him, and choose out my words to reason with him? Whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not answer, but I would make supplication to my judge. If I had called, and he had answered me; yet would I not believe that he had hearkened unto my voice. For he breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth my wounds without cause. 

( My harp is turned to morning, and my organ into the voice of them that weep. * Let me alonn, O Lord, for my days are vanity.

( My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burnt up with the heat. Let me. 

Glory be. Let me. 
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IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book of Morals by S. Gregory the Great 

Lesson v                                                                                    Morals Bk. 9, Ch. 2 

I

 KNOW it is so of a truth. and that man put with God is not justified. For man being put under God receives righteousness; being put with God he loses it: for everyone that compares himself with the Author of all good things bereaves himself of the good which he has received. For he that ascribes to himself blessings vouchsafed to him is fighting against God with his own gifts. Therefore by whatsoever means he being in contempt is lifted up, it is meet that being so set up he be brought to the ground by the same. 

( My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken and become loathsome. * O remember, Lord, that my life is wind. 

( My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope. O remember. 

Lesson vj

N

OW because he sees that all the worth of our goodness is evil if it be strictly accounted of by the Judge of the interior; the holy man rightly subjoins: If thou wilt contend with him, thou shalt not be able to answer him one of a thousand. 

( Are not my days few? Cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, * Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death. 

( Thine hands have made me, O Lord, and fashioned me together round about, yet thou dost destroy me. Before. 

Lesson vij 

I

N Holy Scripture, the number a thousand is wont to be taken for totality. Hence the Psalmist saith, The word which he commanded to a thousand generations; when it is sufficiently plain that from the very beginning of the world up to the coming of our Lord no more than seventy-seven generations are reckoned up by the Evangelist. What then is represented in the number a thousand, save, until the bringing forth of the new offspring, the complete whole of the race foreseen. Hence it is said by John, And shall reign with him a thousand years; for that reign of Holy Church is made complete by being perfected in entireness. 

( Hide not thy face from me, O Lord, withdraw thine hand far from me: * And let not thy dread make me afraid. 

( O Lord, correct me, but with judgment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. And let
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Lesson viij 

N

OW forasmuch as a unit being multiplied is brought to ten; and ten being taken into itself is expanded to one hundred, which again being multiplied by 

ten is extended to a thousand, since we set out with one to get to one thousand; what is here denoted by the designation of one but the commencement of good living? what by the fulness of the number a thousand but the perfection of that good life? Now to contend with God is not to ascribe to him but to take to one's self the glory of one's goodness. But let the holy man consider that the man who has already received even the chiefest gifts, if he is lifted up for what has been vouchsafed him, parts with all that he received.

( O that my grief were thoroughly weighed, * and my calamity laid in the balances together.

( For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up. And my. Glory be. And my.  

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon, Canticles, and (, p. 43.

Homilies etc. as below after the the last Sunday of November.

( ix. O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, O Lord. * That thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me.

( Are thy days as the days of man, that thou enquirest after mine iniquity? And there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. That thou. 

( x. Doth God pervert judgment, or doth the Almighty prevent justice? Deliver me, O Lord, and set me beside thee, * And fight thou against them that fight against me. 

( Lay hold upon the shield and buckler, and stand up to help me. And fight. 

( xi. My bones tare pierced in me in the night season, my sinews take no rest: by the great force of them is my garment changed. * He hath cast me into the mire, and I am become like dust and ashes. 

( Preserver of men, why hast thou set me over against thee, so that I am become a burden unto myself? Spare me, O Lord, for my days are nothing. He hath. 

( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts : * The whole earth is full of his glory . 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 
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SATURDAY

BEFORE THE THIRD SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER.

( Let ous evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.  

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Remember not, * O Lord,  our offences, nor the offences of our forefathers;  neither take thou vengeance of our sins. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the book of Tobias. 

Lesson j                                                                                                              Ch. 1 

T

OBIAS of the tribe and city of Nephtali, (which is in the upper parts of Galilee above Naasson, beyond the way that leadeth to the west, having on the right hand the city of Sephet,)  When he was made captive in the days of Salmanasar king of the Assyrians, even in his captivity, forsook not the way of truth. But every day gave all he could get to his brethren his fellow captives, that were of his kindred. And when he was younger than any of the tribe of Nephtali, yet did he no childish thing in his work. 

( I entreat thee, O Lord that thou wouldest take away from me this reproach or take me out of the earth. * Remember not mine offences nor the offences of my fathers, neither take thou vengeance of my sins: for thou, O Lord, art a Redeemer unto all that hope in thee. 

( O Lord, thou art just, and all thy works and all thy ways are mercy and truth. Remember me, and look on me, O Lord. Remember. 

Lesson ij 

M

OREOVER when all went to the golden calves which Jeroboam king of Israel had made, he alone fled the company of all, and went to Jerusalem to the temple of the Lord, and there adored the Lord God of Israel, offering faithfully all his firstfruits, and his tithes, so that in the third year he gave all his tithes to the proselytes, and strangers. These and such like things did he observe when but a boy according to the law of God.

( Bless the Lord thy God alway, and desire of him that thy ways may be directed, * And that all thy paths and counsels may prosper. 

( Seek faithfully and with all thy strength to do such things as please him. And that all.

Lesson iij
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B

UT when he was a man, he took to wife Anna of his own tribe, and had a son by her, whom he called after his own name, and from his infancy he taught him to fear God, and to abstain from all sin. And when by the captivity he with his wife and his son and all his tribe was come to the city of Ninive, (when all ate of the meats of the Gentiles) he kept his soul and never was defiled with their meats. 

( Fear not, my son, that we are made poor: * For thou hast much wealth if thou fear God. 

( Depart from all sin, and do that which is pleasing in his sight. For thou.

A

ND because he was mindful of the Lord with all his heart, God gave him favour in the sight of Salmanasar the king. And he gave him leave to go whithersoever he would, with liberty to do whatever he had a mind. He therefore went to all that were in captivity, and gave them wholesome admonitions. 

(  Be mindful of the Lord our God all thy days, *  And let not thy will be set to sin, or to transgress his commandments. 

( Give alms of thy substance, weither turn thy face from any poor. And let. Glory be. And let. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Leo the Great                              Sermon 94: On the September Fast 

Lesson v 

I

 WELL know, dearly beloved, that most of you are devout in observing those things that pertain to the Christian faith, so that there is no need to urge you on with exhortations. For that which ancient tradition has decreed and custom has confirmed is neither passed over in instruction nor overlooked by piety. But since it is the part of our priestly office to encourage all our children who are gathered under our care, in that which is conducive to the welfare both of beginners and of the advanced, who are all equally dear to us; we urge you all to celebrate with lively faith, by means of discipline of soul and body, the fast that accompanies the return of the month of September. 

( Why hast thou sent away our son? Is he not the staff of our hand? Be not greedy to add money to money: * But let it be as refuse in respect of our child. 

( Now care I for nothing, my son, since I have let thee go, the light of mine eyes.  But let. 

Lesson vj
F

OR this reason is the observance of the four Ember Seasons ordained, that, as these seasons come round again in the course of the year, we may realize how unceasingly we need to be purified; how, as long as we are tossed about by the 
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changing fortunes of this life, there is ever need of fresh cleansing; that thus the sin which we have contracted, through the weakness of the flesh and through evil desires, may be washed out by fasting and almsgiving. 

( Bless: the God of heaven, * And praise him for the things which he hath done unto you in the sight of all that live.

( Bless him and magnify him for ever, and speak of all his marvellous works.  And praise.

Lesson vij

L

ET us hunger a little, dearly beloved, and take some- thing from our accustomed fare, that it may be used to help the poor. Let the conscience of the charitable be gladdened with the fruit of generous giving, and while you give joyfully you will receive gladness from that giving. The love of thy neighbour is the love of God, of God who placed the fulness of the Law and the Prophets in this unity of twofold charity. So that no one should have any doubt as to the fact that in giving to man he is making an offering to God; our Lord and Saviour declared, when he was speaking of succouring the poor, In that ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

( Now therefore  give God thanks: for I go up to him that sent me. * Bless God, praise him and magnify him. 

( Praise him for the things which he hath done unto you in the sight of all that live. Bless God.

Lesson viij

T

HEREFORE let us fast on Wednesday and Friday: and on Saturday let us keep vigil at the shrine of blessed Peter the Apostle: believing that we shall be aided by his prayers, so that by our fasting and devotion we may please the most merciful God. 

( Prayer is good with fasting and alms: * For alms shall purge away all sin.

(  They that exercise them shall find mercy and eternal life. For alms. Glory be. For alms.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

( ix. We have heard of the tribulation of those cities, which they have suffered, and we have fainted. Fear and confusion of mind are fallen upon us. Even the mountains will not give us a refuge. * Lord. have mercy. 

( We have sinned with our forefathers, we have done unjustly and wrought iniquity. Lord.

( x. Hearken,  my sons, to your father: serve the Lord in truth, and seek diligently 
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to do that which is pleasing unto him, and command your sons. * That they exercise righteousness and alms.

( That they be mindful of God, and bless him at all times, in truth and in all his power. That they. 

( xi. Blessed art thou of the Most High God, which hath this day brought to nought the enemies of thy people: * God turn these things to thee for a perpetual praise. 

( Blessed be the Lord God, who hath created the heavens and the earth, which hath directed thee this day. God turn. 

( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One.  Holy,  holy.  Glory be.  The whole.

__________________________________________________________________

Ember Wednesday of September

Blessing before Lesson xij.

By the words of the Gospel may our sins be blotted out.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Mark 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 9, 17-29 

A

T that time: one of the multitude answered and said unto Jesus: Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit. And the rest.

Homily by S. Bede the Venerable                                       Book 3 Ch. 8 on Mark 9 

T

HIS demoniac that our Lord healed when he came down from the mountain is described by Mark as deaf and dumb, while Matthew records that he was a lunatic. Now he is a figure of those of whom it is written, A fool changeth as the moon. These never remain in the same state, but are ever changing from one sin to another, waxing and waning. They are dumb, in that they do not confess their faith: in a measure deaf, in that they do not listen to the words of truth. Now they foam when they consume themselves in their folly: for it is the mark of imbeciles and simpletons and idiots to foam at the mouth. They gnash with their teeth when they are inflamed with violent anger: they pine away when they languish under the torpor of sloth, and live useless lives, not strengthened by any practice of virtue. 

( We have heard of the tribulation of those cities, which they have suffered, and we have fainted. Fear and confusion of mind are fallen upon us. Even the mountains will not give us a refuge. * Lord, have mercy. 
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( We have sinned with our forefathers, we have done unjustly and wrought iniquity. Lord. 

( after Lesson xij  I entreat thee, O Lord, as below, p. 960.

Lesson ij

O

NE of the multitude said, I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out, and they could not. He was finding fault with the disciples, although healing may be impossible, not through the weakness of the healers. but through lack of faith on the part of those who are to be healed, for our Lord has said, According to your faith be it unto you. He answereth them and said, O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I suffer you? He who is meek and gentle. who as a lamb before the shearers did not open his mouth nor break out into angry words, is not now wearied out, but speaks as a physician would do, were he to see his patient acting against his instructions: How long am I to come to your house? How long am I to practise my skill, and order you to do one thing while you do another? 

 ( Bless the Lord thy God alway, and desire of him that thy ways may be directed, * And that all thy paths and counsels may prosper. 

( Seek faithfully and with all thy strength to do such things as please him. And that all. 

Lesson iij

A

ND he said unto them, this kind can come forth by nothing but by prayer and fasting. While teaching the Apostles how the worst kind of devil is to be driven out, he instructs all men in the way of life, for he would have us know that the gravest trials are to be overcome by prayer and fasting, whether they come from unclean spirits or from men. Moreover by this means alone can the Lord's anger be appeased when it is kindled to avenge our sins. Now fasting is general abstinence, not only from food, but from all fleshly enticements; it is also the re- fraining from all evil passions. Similarly prayer, in a general sense consists not merely in the words by which we beseech the divine clemency, but in all that we do in the service of our Maker in devout faith.

( Fear not, my son, that we are made poor: * For thou hast much wealth if thou fear God. 

( Depart from all sin, and do that which is pleasing in his sight. For thou. Glory be. For thou.

In the ij Nocturn, Lauds and the Hours only.

COLLECT
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W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that our frailty may be upheld by the healing of thy loving-kindness: that what by its own nature is ready to decay, may by thy mercy be renewed. Through. 

At Lauds, ( O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon.

( So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

On Benedictus, Antiphon.  This kind * of evil spirit can come forth by nothing but by prayer and fasting . 

__________________________________________________________________

Ember Friday of September

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 7, 36-50 

A

T that time: one of the Pharisees desired Jesus that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                     Homily 33 on the Gospels 

W

HAT is meant by the Pharisee, arrogant with false righteousness, but the people of the Jews; what by the woman which was a sinner coming and weeping at the Lord's feet, but the converted Gentiles? She came with her alabaster box, poured out the ointment, stood behind him at his feet, washed his feet with tears, wiped them with her hair, and she did not cease to kiss those feet which she was anointing and wiping. We, then, are signified by that woman, if after we have sinned we return to the Lord with our whole heart and follow the example of her penitent grief. And what is meant by the ointment, except the savour of a good report? Whence Paul also says, We are unto God a sweet savour of Christ in every place.

( Why hast thou sent away our son? Is he not the staff of our hand? Be not greedy to add money to money: * But let it be as refuse In respect of our child. 

( Now care I for nothing, my son, since I have let thee go, the light of mine eyes.  But let. 

( after Lesson xij  I entreat thee, O Lord that thou wouldest take away from me this reproach or take me out of the earth. * Remember not mine offences nor the offences of my fathers, neither take thou vengeance of my sins: for thou, O Lord, art a Redeemer unto all that hope in thee. 

( O Lord, thou art just, and all thy works and all thy ways are mercy and truth. Remember me, and look on me, O Lord. (Remember. Glory be. Remember.)
Lesson ij 

I

F then by righteous deeds we sprinkle the Church with the savour of a good report, what do we but pour out ointment on the Lord's body? But the woman stood behind Jesus' feet: we stood confronting the Lord's feet when we were 
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standing in sin, opposed to his ways. But if after sinning we are converted to true penitence, then we are now standing behind his feet: for we follow the footsteps of him whom we had been assailing. The woman washed his feet with tears, and we also do this, if we show compassion on any of the least of the Lord's members, if we share the sufferings of his saints in tribulation, if we make their sorrows our own. 

( Bless the God of heaven, * And praise him for the things which he hath done unto you in the sight of all that live. 

( Bless him and magnify him for ever, and speak of all his marvellous works. And praise.

Lesson iij

T

HEREFORE we wipe the Lord's feet with our hair when out of charity we share the sufferings of his saints, and also help them with things of our own of which we have no need; because the mind moved by compassion shows its sympathy with sorrow by the bounty which it bestows. And he washes the Redeemer's feet but does not wipe them with his hair who shares his neighbour's sorrow, but yet does not help with things of which he has no need. He weeps and does not wipe, who utters certain words of sorrow but does not remove the source of grief by ministering what is lacking. The woman kissed the feet that she was wiping. And we also shall do the same if we love with a good zeal those whom we 

support with uur almsgiving: if our neighbour's needs be not a burden to us; if his wants, which we supply, become not onerous to us; and if, as our hand bestows the needful help, our soul be not slothful in love. 

( Now therefore give God thanks: for I go up to him that sent me. * Bless God, praise him and magnify him. 

( Praise him for the things which he hath done unto you in the sight of all that live. Bless. Glory be. Bless. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we, who year by year devoutly keep this holy observance, may be acceptable unto thee both in body and in soul. Through. 

In Lauds, ( O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon.

( So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

On Benedictus, Antiphon. A woman * in the city, which was a sinner, stood at the Lord's feet behind him,  and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her  head, and kissed    his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. 
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Ember Saturday of September

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 13, 6-17 

A

T that time: Jesus spake this parable unto the multitudes: A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon. and found none. And the rest.

Homily by Pope S. Gregory the Great                             Homily 31 on the Gospels 

O

UR Lord and Redeemer speaks through his Gospel sometimes by words and sometimes by actions: sometimes he says one thing in words and another in actions: and again, sometimes he says the same thing both in words and actions. You have heard of two things in the Gospel, brethren: the barren fig tree and the deformed woman, and in both there is holy significance. In the one the Lord speaks by a parable, in the other he acts by demonstration. But the barren fig tree represents the same thing as the woman who was bowed down: and the preserving of the fig tree expresses the same thing as the straightening of the woman.

( We have heard of the tribulation of those cities. which they have suffered, and we have fainted. Fear and confusion of mind are fallen upon us. Even the mountains will not give us a refuge. * Lord, have mercy. 

( We have sinned with our forefathers, we have done unjustly and wrought iniquity. Lord.

( after Lesson xij  I entreat thee, O Lord, as above, p. 960.

Lesson ij
W

HAT does the fig tree represent, but human nature? What does the deformed woman express, but a type of the same human nature? For it is planted aright, like the fig tree. and created aright like the woman; but man fell into sin by his own free will, and retains neither the fruit of good works nor the state of uprightness. For by willfully falling into sin, because he did not wish to bear the fruit of obedience, he lost his state of uprightness. When man, made in the likeness of God, ceased to stand in his honourable state, he scorned to remain in the way that he had been planted or created. Three times did the Lord of the vineyard come to the fig tree, for he sought mankind before the law, under the law, and under grace, by waiting for it, warning it, and visiting it. 

( Bless the Lord thy God alway, and desire of him that thy ways may be directed, * And that all thy paths and counsels may prosper. 

( Seek faithfully and with all thy strength to do such things as please him. And that all.

Lesson iij

G

OD came before the law, for by natural understanding he made known how each man ought, through knowledge of himself, to behave to his neighbour. 
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He came under the law, for he taught by giving the commandments. He came after the law, through grace, for he showed his love by revealing his presence. However, he still complained that for three years he found no fruit: because the inspired law of nature did not correct the minds of these depraved people, nor did the commandments instruct them, nor did the wonders of his Incarnation convert them. What but the ordained ministry is signified by the dresser of the vineyard? For while they are set over the Church they do indeed undertake the care of the Lord's vineyard. 

( Fear not, my son, that we are made poor, * For thou hast much wealth if thou fear God. 

( Depart from all sin, and do that which is pleasing in his sight. For thou. Glory be. For thou. 

In the ij Nocturn, Lauds and the Hours only.

COLLECT
A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who by salutary continence bestowest healing in body and soul: we humbly entreat thy majesty; that thou wouldest mercifully look upon the devout prayers and fasting of thy people, and grant us help both in this life and that which is to come. Through. 

In Lauds, ( O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon.

( So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

On Benedictus, Antiphon. Give light,O Lord,* to them that sit in darkness: and guide our feet into the way of peace, thou God of Israel. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

before the fourth Sunday of September.

( Let ous evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.   

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Adonai,*  Lord God Almighty, great and wonderful, who hast given salvation by the hand of a woman; hear, we  beseech thee,  the prayers of thy servants. 

__________________________________________________________________

FOURTH SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the book of Judith. 

Lesson j                                                                                                      Ch. 1 & 2 

N

OW Arphaxad king of the Medes had brought many nations under his dominions, and he built a very strong city, a which he called Ecbatana, of
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 stones squared and hewed: he made the walls thereof seventy cubits broad, and thirty cubits high, and the towers thereof he made a hundred cubits high. But on the square of them, each side was extended the space of twenty feet. And he made the gates thereof according to the height of the towers: And he gloried as a mighty one in the force of his army and in the glory of his chariots. 

( Adonai, Lord God Almighty, great and wonderful, who hast given salvation by the hand of a woman, * Hear, we beseech thee, the prayers of thy servants. 

( Blessed art thou, O Lord, who failest none that put their trust in thee, and humblest such as boast in their own strength. Hear. 

Lesson ij 
N

OW in the twelfth year of his reign Nabuchodonosor king of the Assyrians, who reigned in Ninive the great city, fought against Arphaxad and overcame him, in the great plain which is called Ragua, about the Euphrates, and the Tigris, and the Jadason, in the plain of Erioch the king of the Elicians. Then was the kingdom of Nabuchodonosor exalted, and his heart was elevated, and he sent to all that dwelt in Cilicia and Damascus, and Libanus, and to the nations that are in Carmelus, and Cedar, and to the inhabitants of Galilee in the great plain of Esdrelon, and to all that were in Samaria, and beyond the river Jordan even to Jerusalem, and all the land of Jesse till you come to the borders of Ethiopia. 

( We have heard  of the tribulation of those cities, which they have suffered, and we have fainted. Fear and confusion of mind are fallen upon us. Even the mountains will not give us a refuge. * Lord, have mercy.  

( We have sinned with our forefathers, we have done unjustly and wrought iniquity. Lord. 
Lesson iij 

T

O all these Nabuchodonosor king of the Assyrians, sent messengers: but they all with one mind refused, and sent them back empty, and rejected him without honour. Then king Nabuchodonosor being angry against all that land, swore by his throne and kingdom that he would revenge himself of all those countries.

( Blessed art thou of the Most High God, which hath this day brought to nought the enemies of thy people: * God turn these things to thee for a perpetual praise. 

( Blessed be the Lord God who hath created the heaven and the earth, which hath directed thee this day. God turn.
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