shall reign for ever and ever, alleluia. * For now is come salvation, and strength, and the power of his Christ, alleluia, alleluia. 

( And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. For now.

Lesson iv

A

ND he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. And  when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.  And he laid his right hand upon me,  saying  unto me, Fear not: I am the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter.  

( I saw the gate of the city which looketh toward the east, and the names of the Apostles and of the Lamb were written upon it: * And upon the walls a guard of Angels kept watch, alleluia. 

( I saw a new heaven and a new earth coming down out of heaven. And upon. 
Glory be. And upon.
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop 

Lesson v                                                                                                 Sermon 242 

I

N these holy days of the Lord's resurrection, let us treat, as far as we are able, of that gift of the resurrection of the body. For this is our faith, this gift is promised us in the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in him we have the first example. He willed, not only to tell us of our future hope, but even to show it to us. He came to the disciples, and they were terrified when they saw him, and supposed that they had seen a spirit, yet he gave them proof of the firmness of his body. 

( And there spake unto me one of the seven Angels, saying, Come hither, and I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife: * And I saw Jerusalem coming down out of heaven, adorned with jewels, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain. And.

Lesson vj

H

E spoke to them, not only with his word for their ears, but also with his form for their eyes. He proved his identity, not only by appearing before them, but also by offering himself to be touched and handled. For he said, Why are ye troubled, and why do thoughts arise in vour heart? Behold my hands and my feet; handle me, and see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 
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( And I heard in heaven the voice of many Angels, saying: * Fear God and give  

glory to him: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters, alleluia, alleluia. 
( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through the midst or heaven, crying with a loud voice, and saying.  Fear God.

Lesson vij 
Y

ET in the face of all this evidence men were arguing against it. But what else can be expected from men, who can perceive only what is natural to man, than to argue with God, and to doubt his existence? For he is God, and they are but men. But God knows the thoughts of men, that they are but vain. In carnal man, the whole system of understanding is in accordance with the habit of beholding: man believes what he is accustomed to see, and does not believe what is unusual. God's miraclcs are not in accordance with custom, because he is God.

( How fair is she that cometh from Lebanon, alleluia: * And the smell of her garments is like incense, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Her lips drop as the honeycomb. Honey and milk are under her tongue. And.

Lesson viij

I

T is a greater miracle that so many men are born every day, who have not previously existed, than that some of them, who do already exist, should rise from the dead, and yet this is not considered a miracle at all, but is taken for granted. Christ is risen: it is a certain fact. He was body; he was flesh; he hung on the cross; he gave up the ghost; his flesh was laid in the sepulchre. He who lived in it, showed that flesh to be living. Why are you amazed? Why do you not believe? It is God who has done this. 

( And the Angel shewed me a pure river of water of life, and said unto me, alleluia: * Here worship God, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the Angel which shewed me these things: then saith he unto me. Here worship. Glory be. Here worship. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson From the Holy Gospel according to S. John

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 16

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples: A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father. And the rest. 

766

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                        Homily 101 on John, near the end 

I

T is but a little while, the whole space through which the age of this world fleeteth by: as also the same Evangelist saith in his Epistle, It is the last hour. For that he has added, Because I go unto the Father, is to be referred to the former sentence, A little while, and ye shall see me no more; not to the latter where he saith, And again, a little while, and ye shall see me: for by going unto the Father, he would cause that they should not see him. 

( The people of Israel  sang, alleluia, and all the multitude of Jacob sang together: * And David with the singers played on the harp in the house of the Lord, and sang praises unto God, alleluia, alleluia. 

( So the priests and Levites sanctified themselves, and all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with joy. And David. 

Lesson x

A

ND therefore it was not said in regard that he was about to die, and until he should rise again, to be withdrawn from their view; but that he was to go unto the Father, which thing he did after he was risen, when, having conversed with them forty days, he ascended into heaven. This therefore, A little while and ye shall not see me, he said to those who at that time saw him bodily, meaning that he was to go unto the Father, and they were thenceforth not to see him mortal, such as they saw him while he spake these words.

( Your sorrow, alleluia, * Shall be turned into joy, alleluia, alleluia. 

( The world shall rejoice, and ye shall weep and lament. but your sorrow. Shall. 

Lesson xj 
B

UT what he added, And again, a little while and ye shall see me, he promised to the whole Church: as to the whole he promised, Lo, I am with you, even unto the consummation of the world. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise: a little while, and we shall see him, where we need no more to make request, no more to put questions: because there shall be nothing left to be desired, nothing hidden to be required.

( Thy streets, O Jerusalem, shall shine with pure gold, alleluia, and a song of joy shall be sung in thee, alleluia. * And all thy streets shall say, Alleluia, alleluia. 

( Thy light shall be exceeding glorious, and all the ends of the world shall worship thee. And all thy. 
Lesson xij 

T

HIS little while seems long to us, because it is yet going on: when it shall be ended, then shall we feel how little it has been. Then let not our joy be such as 
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the world hath. of which it is said, But the world shall rejoice; yet let us not in our travailing with this desire be without joy, sorrowful, but, as the Apostle saith, Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulations; because the very mother to whom we are likened rejoiceth more for the offspring which presently shall be, than she is sorrowful for the present grief. But of this discourse let this be the end: for in what follow s there is a very difficult question, and it must not be crowded by brevity, that it may, if the Lord will, be more conveniently explained. 

( I saw Jerusalem coming down out of heaven, adorned with pure gold, and garnished with stones most precious, * Alleluia, alleluia. 

( The building of the wall of it was of jasper, and the city was pure gold, like 

unto clear glass. Alleluia. Glory be. Alleluia.

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. John                Ch. 16, 16-22 

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples: A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father. Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father? They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while? we cannot tell what he saith. Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me? Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy. A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. 

AT LAUDS

All as above, p. 761.  
Chapter                                                                                                         I Peter 2 

D

EARLY beloved: I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul. 

( In thy Resurrection, O Christ, alleluia ( Let heaven and earth rejoice, alleluia.

On Benedictus, Antiphon. A little while, * and ye shall not see me, saith the Lord: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the Father, alleluia, alleluia. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, who shewest to them that be in error the light of thy truth, to the intent that they may return into the way of righteousness: grant unto all 
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them that are admitted into the fellowship of Christ's religion, that they may eschew those things that are contrary to their profession; and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same. Through the same. 

Commemoration of the Cross, p. 753

. 

AT TERCE

Chapter Dearly beloved: I beseech, as above 

( The Lord is risen from the tomb, alleluia.  

( Who for our sakes hung upon the tree, alleluia 

AT SEXT

Chapter                                                                                                       I Peter 2

S

UBMIT yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evil-doers, and for the praise of them that do well. 

( The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.  ( And hath appeared to Simon, alleluia.  

AT NONE

Chapter                                                                                                         I Peter 2

S

ERVANTS, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward, for this is thankworthy in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

( Then were the disciples glad, alleluia.  

( When they saw the Lord, alleluia.  

AT VESPERS

Antiphon Alleluia, Psalms of Sunday, the rest as in I Vespers.. 

 ( Abide with us, Lord, alleluia.   ( For it is toward evening, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Verily I say unto you, * that ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty God, who shewest, p. 768. Commemoration of the Cross, p. 754. 

__________________________________________________________________

MONDAY

 All as on Monday after Low Sunday, except the following.    

On Benedictus, Antiphon. And beginning * at Moses    and all the prophets, he expounded unto them  the scriptures concerning himself, alleluia. 
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At Vespers, unless there occur a double or semidouble Office, from the Chapoter it is said of S. Benedict.

 _________________________________________________________________

TUESDAY 
On Benedictus, Antiphon. And they constrained him, * saying, Abide with us, O Lord, for it is toward evenimg, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Sorrow * hath filled your heart: and your joy no man taketh from you, alleluia, alleluia.

_________________________________________________________________

WEDNESDAY 

On Benedictus, Antiphon. Abide with us, * for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Your sorrow, * alleluia, shall be turned into joy, alleluia. 

__________________________________________________________________

THURSDAY

 On Benedictus, Antiphon. And he went in * to tarry with them: and it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them, alleluia, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Verily, verily, I say unto you, * I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice:and your joy no man taketh from you, alleluia. 

__________________________________________________________________

FRIDAY 
On Benedictus, Antiphon.  They knew the Lord Jesus,* alleluia, in breaking of bread, alleluia.

At Vespers, unless there occur a double or semidouble Feast, from the Chapter it is said of Saint Mary.  

__________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY

 AT VESPERS

 Chapter                                                                                                          James 1

D

EARLY beloved: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

Short ( & Hymn E.H. 125, p. 725.

( Abide with us, Lord, alleluia.   ( For it is toward evening, alleluia.
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On Magnificat, Antiphon. Now I go my way * to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? alleluia, alleluia.    

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest the minds of the faithful to be of one will: grant unto thy people, that they may love the thing which thou commandest, and desire that which thou dost promise; that amid the changes of the world our hearts may there be fixed, where true joys are to be found. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of the Cross, p. 754. 

__________________________________________________________________

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

AT MATINS
Invitatory,  Hymn Rex sempiterne  and Antiphon as on the II Sunday.  

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

The Beginning of the General Epistle of James 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 1, 1-16

J

AMES, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect, entire, wanting nothing. 

( If I forget thee, alleluia, let my right hand forget her cunning: * If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, alleluia, alleluia. 

( By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, when we remembered thee, O Sion. If I do. 

Lesson ij
I

F any of you lack wisdom. let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 

( The waters  saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee, and were afraid: * The clouds poured out water, the air thundered, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( The lightnings shone upon the ground, the earth was moved, and shook withal. The clouds. 

Lesson iij
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A

 DOUBLE minded man is unstable in all his ways. Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: but the rich, in that he is made low: because as the f1ower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways. 

( And I will declare thy name unto my brethren, alleluia: * In the midst of the congregation will I praise thee, alleluia, alleluia. 

( I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the people: and I will sing unto thee among the nations. In the midst.

Lesson iv   

B

LESSED is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted or God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: but every man is tempted, when he is drawn away or his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren. 

( Let them give thanks, alleluia. * To the Lord, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Who hath redeemed them, and delivered them from the hand of the enemy. To the. Glory be. To the. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Treatise by S. Cyprian, Bishop and Martyr, On the Benefit of Patience.

Lesson v                                                                  From Sermon 3 at the beginning  

H

AVING to speak of patience, dearest brethren, and to set forth its fruits and blessings, how can I better begin, than by saying that I feel your patience to be necessary, even for this present hearing of me? Since now to hear me and learn of me cannot be done without patience. For it is then that wholesome words and reasoning are received with true profit, when the things spoken are listened to with patience. Nor do I find, dearest brethren, among the other paths of heavenly discipline, in which the school of our hope and faith is guided to the attainment of divine rewards, anything more excellent either for the aid of good living, or for the increase of glory, than that we who have attached ourselves to the precepts of the Lord, in the obedience of fear and devotion,  should  specially,  in  all  carefulness,

watch unto patience. 

( Give thanks, O Israel, unto God the Lord in the congregations, alleluia: * From the ground of the heart, alleluia, alleluia. 
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( Sing praises unto the honour of hts Name, make his praise to be glorious. From. 

Lesson vj
O

F this indeed philosophers profess a pursuit, but in them patience is as false, as their wisdom is false. For how can he be either wise or patient, who knows not that wisdom and patience which is of God? But for us, dearest brethren, who are philosophers not in words but in deeds; who profess wisdom not in garb but in truth, who are acquainted rather with the experience of virtues than with their boast, and who do not speak great things, but who live them; let us, as servants and worshippers of God, shew that patience in spiritual submission which we learn by heavenly instructions.

( With my whole heart, alleluia, have I sought thee, alleluia: * O let me not go wrong out of thy commandments, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Blessed art thou, O Lord, O teach me thy statutes. O let. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                  Ch. 2, 3, 8. 

F

OR this virtue is common to us with God. Patience begins from him, from him its brightness and dignity take their source. The origin and greatness of patience proceeds from God its Author. Man ought to love that thing which is dear to God. The divine Majesty in loving that which is good, commends it. If God is our Lord and Father, let us follow after the patience of him who is both Lord to us and Father, for it belongs to servants to be obedient, and it becomes not children to be degenerate.

( Sing us one of the songs, alleluia: * How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land, alleluia, alleluia.

( They that led us away captive required of us then a song. How shall.

Lesson viij

I

T is patience which both commends, and preserves us to God. It is this, that restrains anger, bridles the tongue, governs the mind, guards peace, regulates discipline, breaks the impulse of lust, binds down the violence of pride, quenches the flame of hatred, controls the power of the rich, comforts the want of the poor, maintains a blessed integrity in virgins, in widows a studious chastity, in the wedded and married a singleness of love, makes men humble in prosperity, brave in adversity, mild toward injuries and contempts; teaches quickly to pardon them that offend: teaches the offender to make entreaty long time and often; conquers temptations, bears persecutions, leads passions and martyrdoms to their consummation. It is this that firmly fortifies the foundations of our faith.

773

( Let your songs  be of the Lord, alleluia, * And praise him, alleluia. 

( Ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength, give the Lord the honour due unto his Name. And praise. Glory be. And praise. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon.  Alleluia, * alleluia, alleluia. Canticle Quis est iste, as on Easter Day

( Then were the disciples glad, alleluia. ( When they saw the Lord, alleluia. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John 

Lesson ix                                                                                                      Ch. 16
A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples: Now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                                Treatise 94 on John 

W

HEN the Lord Jesus had foretold to his disciples the persecutions they would suffer after his departure, he went on to say, But these things I said not unto you from the beginning, because I was with you: but now I go my way unto him that sent me. Where first we are to see whether he had foretold their future sufferings to them before this. But the other three Evangelists do sufficiently prove that he had foretold these things, before we come to the mention or the Supper: and it was when this was over, that, according to John, he spake these words where he saith, But these things I said not unto you from the beginning, because I was with you. 

( I will sing a new song unto thee, O God, alleluia: * And sing praises unto thee upon a ten-stringed lute, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Thou art my God, and I will thank thee, thou art my God and I will praise thee.  And sing. 

Lesson x 

O

R perhaps this is the solution of the question, namely, that those also relate him to have been very near to his Passion, when hc spake thesc words? Therefore, not from the beginning or his being with them: seeing he was about to depart, even now to go his way to the Father, when he said these things: and so according to those Evangelists also this is true that is here said, But these things I said not unto you from the beginning. 

(  It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, alleluia: * And to sing praises, alleluia. 

( Upon an instrument of ten strings and upon the lute, upon a loud instrument and upon the harp. And to.

Lesson xj
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B

UT then what make we of the credit of the Gospel according to Matthew, who relates that these things were made known to them not only when he was

at the point to hold the Paschal Supper with his disciples, immediately before his Passion, but also from the beginning, where the twelve Apostles are for the first time expressed name by name, and sent to Divine works? Then what means it that he here saith, But these things I said not unto you from the beginning, because I was with you: what, but that, the things which he here saith of the Holy Spirit, how he shall come unto them and bear witness, when they shall suffer these evils, these are the things he said not unto them from the beginning, because he was with them? 

( Alleluia, we heard of him at Ephrata, and found him in the wood; * We will go into his tabernacle, and fall low on our knees before his footstool, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Arise, O Lord, into thy resting-place, thou and the ark of thy strength. We will go. 

Lesson xij

T

HAT Comforter, then, or Advocate, (for both terms render that which in the Greek is Paraclete,) was necessary when Christ departed; and the reason why he had not told them of him from the beginning of his being with them was because they were comforted by his own bodily presence:.but now that he was about to depart, it behoved him to tell them of that Spirit's coming, through whom it should come to pass, that, by love shed abroad in their hearts, they should preach the Word of God with boldness; and while he inwardly within them bore witness of Christ, they also should bear witness; and not be offended when their enemies the Jews should put them out of the synagogues, and kill them, thinking to do God service: since Charity endureth all things, which charity was to be spread abroad in their hearts by the gift of the Holy Spirit. This, then, is the whole issue of the discourse; that he would make them his Martyrs, that is, witnesses, by the Holy Spirit: so that by his working in them they should endure no matter what severities of persecutions, and not wax cold from charity in preaching, being kindled by that Divine fire. 

(. Make me to go  in the path of thy commandments, alleluia, for therein is my desire, alleluia. * Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( O turn away mine eyes lest they behold vanity, and quicken thou me in thy way. Incline. Glory be. Incline. 

 The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. John              Ch. 16,  5-14 

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples: Now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? But because I have said 
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these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they believe not on me; of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but what- soever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
AT LAUDS
Antiphon. Alleluia. Psalm 93 Dominus Regnavit and the other Antiphons and Psalms of Eastertide in the Psalter. 

Chapter                                                                                                         James 1

D

EARLY beloved: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.                           
Short ( & Hymn Aurora lucis, as on the II Sunday.

( In thy Resurrection, O Christ, alleluia ( Let heaven and earth rejoice, alleluia.

On Benedictus, Antiphon Now I go my way * to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest thou? alleluia, alleluia.   

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest the minds of the faithful to be of one will: grant unto thy people, that they may love the thing which thou commandest, and desire that which thou dost promise; that amid the changes of the world our hearts may there be fixed, where true joys are to be found. Through. 

And Commemoration is made of the Cross, p. 753. 

AT TERCE

Chapter Dearly beloved: Every good gift, as above.  

( The Lord is risen from the tomb, alleluia.  

( Who for our sakes hung upon the tree, alleluia 

AT SEXT

Chapter                                                                                                      James 1 

W

HEREFORE,my beloved brethren, let every rnan be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: for the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 

( The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.  ( And hath appeared to Simon, alleluia.  
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AT NONE

Chapter                                                                                                       James 1 

W

HEREFORE lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. ( Then were the disciples glad, alleluia.  ( When they saw the Lord, alleluia. 

AT VESPERS

Antiphon. Alleluia,  Chapter Dearly beloved, as above, p. 784.. 

Short (  & Hymn E.H. 125 Ad cenam.

( Abide with us, Lord, alleluia.   ( For it is toward evening, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Now I go my way * to him that sent me: but because I have said these things  unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart, alleluia. 

And Commemoration is made of  the Cross, p. 754.

__________________________________________________________________

MONDAY
 On Benedictus, Antiphon. Did not our heart * burn within us concerning Jesus, while he talked with us by  the way?  alleluia. 

AT VESPERS

Unless  there occur a double or semidouble Office, it is said from the Chapter of S. Benedict.

 _________________________________________________________________

TUESDAY  

 On Magnificat, Antiphon. When the Comforter, * the Spirit of truth, is  come,  he will convince the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment, alleluia. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

WEDNESDAY 
On Benedictus, Antiphon. A spirit * hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have:        believe ye therefore, alleluia.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. I have yet * many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now:  howbeit, when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all  truth, alleluia. 

__________________________________________________________________

THURSDAY

On Benedictus, Antiphon. The disciples * offered the Lord a piece of broiled fish,      and of an honeycomb, alleluia, alleluia. 
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On Magnificat, Antiphon. For he shall not speak of himself; * but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come, alleluia. 

__________________________________________________________________

FRIDAY 

  On Benedictus, Antiphon. These are the words * wnich I spake unto you ,while I was yet with you,  alleluia,  alleluia. 

At Vespers, unless a double or semidouble Feast occur, from the Chapter it is said of S. Mary.. 

__________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY

 AT VESPERS

Chapter                                                                                                           James I 

D

EARLY beloved: Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like  unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 

Short ( & Hymn  E.H. 125 Ad cenam
( Abide with us, Lord, alleluia.   ( For it is toward evening, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Hitherto * have ye asked nothing in my Nane:  ask, and ye shall receive, alleluia. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, from whom all good things do come, grant to us thy suppliants: that by thy inspiration we may think those things that be right; and by thy guidance may perform the sane. Through. 

And commemoration is made of the Cross, p. 754. 

__________________________________________________________________

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

At Matins, Invitatory & Hymn Rex sempiterne, as above. And the rest apart from the Lessons as in the Psalter. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN 

The Beginning of the First Epistle General of Peter 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 1-12 

P

ETER, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. which according to his 
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abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope  by  the  resurrection  of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

( If I forget thee, alleluia, let my right hand forget her cunning: * If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, alleluia, alleluia. 

( By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, when we remembered thee, O Sion. If I do. 

Lesson ij

W

HEREIN ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did  

signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 

( The waters  saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee, and were afraid: * The clouds poured out water, the air thundered, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( The lightnings shone llpon the ground, the earth was moved, and shook withal. The clouds. 

The Beginning of the Second Epistle General of Peter 

Lesson iij                                                                                                 Ch. 1, 1-9 

S

IMON Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
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( And I will declare thy name unto my brethren, alleluia: * In the midst of the congregation will I praise thee, alleluia, alleluia. 

( I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the people: and I will sing unto thee among the nations. In the midst.  

Lesson iv 

A

ND beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 

( Let them give thanks, alleluia. * To the Lord, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Who hath redeemed them, and delivered them from the hand of the enemy. To the. Glory be. To the. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book by S. Ambrose, Bishop,  on Faith in the Resurrection                                             Lesson v                                                                                          After the middle
S

INCE the Wisdom of God could not die, and what could not die could not rise again; flesh, which could die, was taken, so that while that died, as it is wont to do, it might also rise again. For there could not have been a resurrection, except through man. For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. Therefore as man he rose again, since as man he died: man was raised up, but God was raising him. Man then according to the flesh, God now over all things. For now we no longer know Christ according to the flesh, but through the grace of that flesh we declare that we know him, The first- fruits of them that slept, and the first begotten of the dead. 

( Give thanks, O Israel, unto God the Lord in the congregations, alleluia: * From the ground of the heart, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Sing praises unto the honour of hts Name, make his praise to be glorious. From. 

Lesson vj 

F

IRST-FRUITS are indeed of the same nature and kind as the rest of the crop. They are offered as gifts to God in prayer for an abundant harvest; a sacred gift on behalf of all, and, as it were, a kind of offering of restored nature. Christ is, therefore, the first- fruits of them that slept. But does this refer only to his own disciples, who, as though exempt from death, were held in a certain gentle sleep, 
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or does it mean all men? But as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

( With my whole heart, alleluia, have I sought thee, alleluia: * O let me not go wrong out of thy commandments, alleluia, alleluia.  

( Blessed art thou, O Lord, O teach me thy statutes. O let.

Lesson vij 
T

HEREFORE as the first-fruits of the dead were in Adam, so also are the first-fruits of the resurrection in Christ. All shall rise again, but let no one despair, nor let the righteous man grieve at this common resurrection of all his companions when he is awaiting the fruit of his more valiant virtue. All shall rise again, But, says the Apostle, every man in his own order. The fruit of the Divine clemency is common to all, but the ordering of the reward differs according to merit. 

( Sing us one of the songs, alleluia: * How shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land, alleluia, alleluia.

( They that led us away captive required of us then a song. How shall. .

Lesson viij
W

E must realize what a grievous sacrilege it is not to believe in the resurrection. For if we shall not rise again, then did Christ die in vain, then is Christ not risen. For if he arose not for us, then did he not arise, since he had no reason to rise for himself alone. The world rose in him, heaven rose in him, earth rose in him. For there shall be a new heaven and a new earth. He had no need of a resurrection for himself, for the chains of death held him not. For even though he did die, as man, yet was he free in hell. Would you know how he was free? I have been even as a man that hath no strength, free among the dead. Fittingly does he say, Free, he who was able to raise himself up again, as it is written, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up again. Yes, fittingly said, Free, of him who had come down to redeem others. 

( Let your songs  be of the Lord, alleluia, * And praise him, alleluia. 

( Ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength, give the Lord the honour due unto his Name. And praise. Glory be. And praise. 

NOCTURN III

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John 

Lesson ix                                                                                                  Ch. 16 

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples: Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. And the rest. 
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Homily by S. Augustine. Bishop                                             Homily 102 on John 

T

HE words of the Lord which we are now to treat are these: Verily, verily, I say unto you, If ye shall ask any thing of the Father in my name, he will give it you. It has been said already in the former parts of this discourse of our Lord, with regard to those who ask some things of the Father in Christ's name and do not receive, that that thing is not asked in the name of the Saviour, whatever it be that is asked contrary to the meaning of salvation. For not the sound of letters and syllables, but what that sound signifies, and what by that sound is rightly and truly understood, this it is that he must be taken to say when he saith. In my name. 
( I will sing a new song unto thee, O God, alleluia: * And sing praises unto thee upon a ten-stringed lute, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Thou art my God, and I will thank thee, thou art my God and I will praise thee.  And sing. 
Lesson x

W

HENCE, he that thinks of Christ that which ought not to be thought of the Only Son of God, does not ask in his name, although in letters and syllables he leave not Christ's name unspoken; since he asks in the name of him of whom he thinks when he asks. But he who thinks of him what ought to be thought, he it is that asks in his name, and he receives what he asks, if he ask not contrary to his own everlasting salvation. He receives, however, at such time as it is right for him to receive. For some things are not denied, but deferred, that they may be given at the fitting time. 

(  It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, alleluia: * And to sing praises, alleluia. 

( Upon an instrument of ten strings and upon the lute, upon a loud instrument and upon the harp. And to.

Lesson xj

T

HAT he saith, Will give it you, is however to be taken with the understanding, that the benefits signified by these words are such as properly pertain to the persons asking. For all the saints are heard for themselves, but they are not heard for all, either their friends or enemies, or any others: because it is not said, Will give, anyhow, but, Will give it you. 

( Alleluia, we heard of him at Ephrata, and found him in the wood; * We will go into his tabernacle, and fall low on our knees before his footstool, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Arise, O Lord, into thy resting-place, thou and the ark of thy strength. We will go. 
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Lesson xij 

U

NTIL now, saith he, ye have asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. This which he calleth full joy, we know, is not carnal, but spiritual joy: and when it shall be so great that there can no more be ought added thereto, without doubt it will then be full. Whatever, therefore, is asked that hath to do with the obtaining of this joy, this is to be asked in the name of Christ, if we understand the grace of God, if we crave the life which is truly blessed. To ask any thing else whatsoever is to ask nothing: not that it is alto- gether a thing that is not, but, because in comparison with so great a thing, whatsoever else is coveted is nothing. 

(. Make me to go  in the path of thy commandments, alleluia, for therein is my 

desire, alleluia. * Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia

( O turn away mine eyes lest they behold vanity, and quicken thou me in thy way. Incline. Glory be. Incline.
The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John                                 Ch. 16 

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples: Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father. At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will 1 pray the Father for you: for the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and. have believed that I came out from God. I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no proverb. Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou camest forth from God.  

AT LAUDS

Antiphon Alleluia. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the other Antiphons and Psalms of the Psalter. 

Chapter                                                                                                           James 1 

D

EARLY beloved: Be ye doers of the word,and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 

Short ( & Hymn E.H. 123 Aurora lucis, p. 723.

( In thy Resurrection, O Christ, alleluia ( Let heaven and earth rejoice, alleluia  

On Benedictus, Antiphon. Hitherto * have ye asked nothing in my Name: ask, and ye shall receive, alleluia. 
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COLLECT

O

 GOD, from whom all good things do come, grant to us thy suppliants: that by thy inspiration we may think those things that be right; and by thy guidance may perform the same. Through. 

And commemoration is made of the Cross,  p. 753. 

AT TERCE

Chapter Dearly beloved: Be ye doers, as above. 

( The Lord is risen from the tomb, alleluia. 

( Who for our sakes hung upon the tree, alleluia.  

AT SEXT

Chapter                                                                                                          James 1 

B

UT whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

( The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia. ( And hath appeared to Simon, alleluia.  

AT NONE

Chapter                                                                                                        James 1 

P

URE religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

( Then were the disciples glad, alleluia. ( When they saw the Lord, alleluia.  

AT VESPERS

Antiphon Alleluia, Psalms of Sunday. 

Chapter Dearly beloved: Be ye doers, p. 783. 

Short ( & Hymn E.H. 125 Ad cenam, p. 725

( Abide with us, Lord, alleluia.   ( For it is toward evening, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Ask, * and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full: for the Father himself  loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed, alleluia. 

Collect O God, from whom, above. Then commmemoration is made of the Cross, p. 754.

__________________________________________________________________ 

ROGATION MONDAY 

784

If on this day there occur a Feast of xij Lessons, the Office is of  it, with twelfth Lesson of the following Homily, and the  j ( of the same, and with commemoration of the Feria at lauds only, as below. Of a Feasts of three Lessons a commemoration only is made.

AT MATINS

Invitatory & (  as above on Monday after Low Sunday above.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 11, 5-13 

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples: Which of you shall have a friend, and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me three loaves. And the rest. 

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                                     Bk. 7 on Luke 11

T

HIS is another instance of the teaching that prayer is to be offered at all times, not only by day, but also by night. For behold, the man who sought out his friend at midnight and asked three loaves of him and persisted in his request, was not denied his prayer. What are these three loaves, except the food of the heavenly mystery? And if you love the Lord your God, you will be able to obtain it, and not only for yourself, but for others as well. For what greater friend have we than he who gave his body for us? 

( Let them give thanks, alleluia. * To the Lord, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Who hath redeemed them, and delivered them from the hand of the enemy. To the. (Glory be).
Lesson ij

F

ROM him David askcd bread at midnight, and received it. He asked when he said, At midnight 1 will rise to give thanks unto. thee. Thus he gained those loaves which he has set before us to eat. He asked when he said, Every night wash I my bed. Nor was he afraid of disturbing his friend's sleep, because he knew him to be always watchful. And therefore, mindful of the Scriptures, let us be instant in prayer day and night, and let us ask pardon for our sins. 

( Let your songs be of the Lord, alleluia. * And praise him, alleluia. 

( Ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength, give the Lord the honour due unto his Name. And praise. 

Lesson iij 

I

F David praised God seven times a day, and was always present at the morning and evening sacrifice, he who was so holy and so occupied with the needs of his kingdom, what must we do, who have greater need than he had to beseech God, since we fall so often through weakness of mind and flesh; what must we do, to 
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avoid being starved of that bread of life, that bread that strengthens man's heart; when we are wearied by our journey and exhausted by worldly duties and the winding path of earthly life? The Lord teaches us to be watchful, not only at midnight, but at practically every moment. For he comes at evening, and at the  second watch, and at the third, and is apt to knock. Then, Blessed are those servants, whom the Lord when he cometh shall find watching. 

 ( And I will declare thy name unto my brethren, alleluia: * In the midst of the congregation will I praise thee, alleluia, alleluia. 

( I will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, among the people: and I will sing unto thee among the nations. In the midst. Glory be. In the midst. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon, Psalm, Chapter and (as above, p. 753.  Collect Grant, as below.

At Lauds, Antiphons, Psalms, Chapter and Hymn as above,  p. 753.

( In thy Resurrection, O Christ, alleluia ( Let heaven and earth rejoice, alleluia.
On Benedictus, Antiphon. Ask, * and ye shall receive; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you, alleluia. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we, who in our affliction do put our trust in thy mercy: may ever be defended by thy protection against all adversities. Through. 

This Collect is said at Lauds, and through the Hours, until None inclusively, and only today. 

And commemoration is made of the Cross, p. 753.

¶ On these three days, they who do not take part in the Rogation Processions, are to say privately after Lauds the Litanies with their Prayers and Collects, without the Penitential Psalms. 

At the Hours all is said as in Eastertide in the Ferial Office, p. 754. 

Vespers, unless there occur a double or semidouble Office, are said from the Psalter, and from the Chapter they are said of S. Benedict with commemoration of the Cross only, as above. But if a simple feast follow,  commemoration is made of it, before commemoration of the Cross.

__________________________________________________________________ 

ROGATION TUESDAY

It is said of S. Benedict, as was said above, without commemoration of the feria in the Office, but only of the Cross. 
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Vespers, unless there occur a double or semidouble feast, are said of the feria. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. I came forth from the Father, * and am come into the world: again I leave the world, and go to the Father, alleluia. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, from whom all good things do come, grant to us thy suppliants: that by thy inspiration we may think those things that be right; and by thy guidance may perform the same. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

ROGATION WEDNESDAY

Vigil of the Ascension

If on this day there occur an Office of xij Lessons, then its Office is said, with a twelfth Lesson from the Homily of the Vigil and its ( and commemoration at Lauds with the Collect O God, from whom, as above.  Of a simple a commemoration only is made.  

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John 

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 17, 1-11.

A

T that time : Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                             Homily  104 on John 

T

HE Lord, the Only-begotten and co-eternal with the Father, if, in the form of a servant and from the form of a servant, need were that he should pray, might have prayed in silence: but then it was his will, while exhibiting himself to the Father in the attitude of prayer, to remember that he was our teacher. Accordingly. the prayer which he made for us, he hath also made known to us: because being so great a master, not only what he saith in discoursing to his disciples, but also what he saith to the Father in praying for them, is their edification. And if theirs, who were there to hear these things when they were said, doubtless ours also, who should read them when put in writing. 

( I will sing a new song unto thee, O God, alleluia: * And sing praises unto thee 

upon a ten-stringed lute, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Thou art my God, and I will thank thee, thou art my God and I will praise thee.  And sing. 

After Lesson xij, ( If I forget thee, alleluia, let my right hand forget her cunning: * If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, alleluia, alleluia. 

( By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, when we remembered thee, O Sion. If I do. Glory be. If I do not.

Lesson ij
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W

HEREFORE this saying, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son: denotes that all time, and what thing, at what time, he would do or suffer to be done, was all disposed by him who is not subject to time; because the things that were to be at each several instant throughout the times, have their efficient causes in the wisdom of God, in which are no times. Then let it not be thought that this hour came by urgency of fate, but only by God's ordering. Neither did sidereal necessity bind Christ to an enforced passion: far be it from us to imagine that the stars could compel the maker of the stars to die. Therefore not time forced Christ to die, but Christ chose a time to die: as also the time at which he was born of the Virgin he settled with the Father, of whom he was begotten without time. Agreeably with which true and sound doctrine, the Apostle Paul also saith; But when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son: and God saith by  the prophet, At an acceptable time have I helped thee; and again the Apostle, Behold now is the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. Then let him say, Father, the hour is come, which we have together ordained for men's sake, and among men in order to my glorifying; the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee. 

(  It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, alleluia: * And to sing praises, alleluia. 

( Upon an instrument of ten strings and upon the lute, upon a loud instrument and upon the harp. And to.  

Lesson iij

T

HE Father's glorifying of the Son some take to consist in this, that he spared him not, but delivered him up for us all. But if he be said to be glorified by passion, how much more by resurrection? For in the passion it is more his humility than his glory that is shown forth; witness the Apostle, who saith, He humbled himself, being made obedient unto death, even the death of the cross: then he goes on, and speaks now of his glorifying; Wherefore God also hath exalted him, and given him a Name which is above every name: that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, or things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. This is the glorifying of our Lord Jesus Christ, which took its beginning from his resurrection. 

( Alleluia, we heard of him at Ephrata, and found him in the wood; * We will go into his tabernacle, and fall low on our knees before his footstool, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Arise, O Lord, into thy resting-place, thou and the ark of thy strength. We will go. Glory be. We will go.
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In the ij Nocturn and henceforth until Vespers the Collect O God, from whom, as above, p. 787.

In Lauds Antiphons and Psalms, Chapter and Hymn as above, p. 753.

( In thy Resurrection, O Christ, alleluia ( Let heaven and earth rejoice, alleluia.
On Benedictus, Antiphon. Father, the hour is come: * glorify thy Son with the glory which I had with thee before the world was, alleluia. 

Collect O God, from whom, p. 787. 

__________________________________________________________________

ON THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
AT VESPERS
 Chapter                                                                                                          Acts 1 

T

HE former treatise have I made, O Theophilus,of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, untilthe day in which he was taken up,after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the Apostles whom he had chosen. 

Short ( When Christ ascended up on high, * Alleluia, alleluia. When Christ.

( He led captivity captive. Alleluia. Glory be. Alleluia.

Hymn                                    Jesu nostra redemptio     

    JESU, Redemption all divine,                      3  To thee hell's gate gave ready way,

    Whom here we love, for whom we pine,          Demanding there his captive prey

    God,working out creation's plan,                      And now in pomp and victor's pride

    And in the latter time made Man;.                    Thou sittest at thy Father's side.
2  What love of thine was that, which led         4  Let very mercy force thee still

     To take our woes upon thy head,                      To spare us,conqu'ring all our ill;

     And pangs and cruel death to bear,                  And, granting that we ask,on high
     To ransom us from death's despair                  With thine own face to satisfy.

                                         5  Be thou our joy and thou our Guard,

                                             Who art to be our great reward;

                                             Our glory and our boast in thee 

                                              For ever and for ever be.             Amen.   

( God is gone up with a merry noise, alleluia.

( And the Lord with the sound of the trump, alleluia. 
On Magnificat,  Antiphon. Father,* I have manifested thy Name unto the men which thou gavest me: and now I pray for them, not for the world, because I come to thee, alleluia. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that as we believe thy only-begotten Son our Redeemer to have this day ascended in- to the heavens:so we may 
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also in mind dwell in heavenly places.Through the same. 

At Compline in the end of the Hymn is said:

All glory, Lord, to thee we pay

                                         Ascending o'er the stars today;

                                         All glory, as is ever meet,

                                         To Father and to Paraclete.  Amen

AT MATINS

Invitatory.- Alleluia, Christ the Lord ascending into heaven, * O come, let us worship. Psalm 95 Venite, exultemus Domino. 

Hymn: E.H. 141                     Aeterne Rex altissime  
                                             4

ETERNAL Monarch, King most high,           Yea Angels tremble when they see 

Whose Blood hath brought redemption nigh, How changed is our humanity; 

By whom the death of Death was wrought,   That flesh hath purged what flesh had stained;

And conquering Grace's battle fought:           And God, the Flesh of God, hath reigned.

                         2                                                                      5
Ascending to the throne of might,                   Be thou our joy and strong defence,

And seated at the Father's right,                      Who art our future recompense

All power in heaven is Jesu's own,                  So shall the light that springs from thee

That hero his manhood had not known..          Be ours through all eternity.

                          3                                                                     6
That so, in nature's triple frame,                       O risen Christ, ascended Lord,                   

Each heavenly and each earthly name,            All praise to thee let earth accord,

And things in hell's abyss abhorred,                Who art while endless ages run,

May bend the knee and own him Lord            With Father and with Spirit One.            

                                                                                                                            Amen.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. O God, thou hast set * thy glory above the heavens, alleluia. Psalm 8 Domine Dominus noster.

Antiphon. The Lord * is in his holy temple, the Lord's seat is in heaven, alleluia. Psalm 11 In Domino confido 

Antiphon. He goeth forth * from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it, alleluia. Psalm 19 Cæli enarrant
Antiphon. Be thou exalted, Lord, * in thine own strength; so will we sing and praise thy power, alleluia. Psalm 21 Domine, in virtute tua
Antiphon. Be ye lift up, * ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in, alleluia. Psalm 24 Domini est terra
Antiphon. I will magnify thee, * O Lord, for thou hast set me up, alleluia. Psalm 30 Exaltabo te, Domine
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( God is gone up with a merry noise, alleluia. 

( And the Lord with the sound of the trump, alleluia. 

 Here beginneth the book of the Acts of the Apostles. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 1-14 

T

HE former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: to whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen or them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. 

( After his passion he was seen of them forty days, and spake of the things pertaining to the kingdom or God, alleluia: * And while they beheld, he was taken up, alleluia; and a cloud received him out of their sight, alleluia. 

( And being assemblcd together with them, he commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father. And.

Lesson ij
A

ND being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem , and in all Judæa, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

( The Lord  hath set his beauty above the stars: * His loveliness is in the clouds of heaven, and his Name endureth for ever, alleluia. 

( He goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it. His loveliness.

Lesson iij
A

ND when he had spoken  these things, while they beheld, he was taken up: and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel: which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
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( Be thou exalted, Lord, alleluia, * In thine own strength, alleluia. 

( O God, thou hast set thy glory above the heavens.  In thine.

Lesson iv

T

HEN returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphæus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

( I will not leave you comfortless, alleluia: I go and come again unto you, alleluia: * And your heart shall rejoice, alleluia.

( At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. And your.  Glory be.  And your..

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon.  I will be exalted * among the heathen, and I will be exalted in the earth, alleluia. Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium
Antiphon. God is gone up * with a  merry noise, and the Lord with the sound of the trump, alleluia. Psalm 47 Omnes gentes, plaudite.

Antiphon. Let the heavens rejoice, * and let the earth be glad, for the Lord cometh, alleluia. Psalm 96 Cantate Domino
Antiphon. Thou art exalted, * alleluia, far above all gods, alleluia. Psalm 97 Dominus regnavit.
Antiphon. The Lord in Sion  *  alleluia, is great and high, alleluia. Psalm  99 Dominus regnavit.

Antiphon. The Lord hath prepared, * alleluia, his seat in heaven, alleluia. Psalm 103  Benedic, anima mea.
(  When Christ ascended up on high, alleluia. 

( He led captivity captive, alleluia. 

Sermon by S.Leo the Great 

Lesson v                                                  Sermon 1 On the Ascension of Our Lord 

S

INCE the glorious resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, by which the Divine Omnipotence raised up in three days the true temple of God which the wicked Jews had destroyed, the number or forty days, dearly beloved, has now been fulfilled; those holy days ordained by divine providence for our use and instruction: thus during this space of time the Lord permitted his bodily presence to remain, so that faith in the resurrection might be reinforced with the needful proofs. 
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( My time is come that I should return unto him that sent me, saith the Lord; be not sorrowful, neither let your heart be troubled: * I pray the Father for you, that he may keep you, alleluia, alleluia. 

( If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you: when I am taken up, I will send him unto you. I pray.

Lesson vj

F

OR the death of Christ had troubled the hearts of many of the disciples; their minds were laden with sorrow by reason of his torture on the cross, the giving up of his spirit, and the laying of his lifeless body in the sepulchre, and a certain doubting lethargy was oppressing them. Hence the blessed Apostles, and all the disciples who had been terrified by his death on the cross and also doubtful as to whether they should believe in the resurrection, were so encouraged by the realization of the truth, that when they saw the Lord going up into heaven they were not merely free from all trace of sorrow, but were even filled with great joy. 

( Let not your heart be troubled: I go to the Father; and when I am taken up from you, I will send you, alleluia, * The Spirit of truth, and your heart shall rejoice, alleluia. 

( I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter. The Spirit.

Lesson vij   

A

ND it was indeed a great and ineffable cause of rejoicing when in the sight of that throng of holy believers, human nature ascended above the ranks of celestial creatures, passing above the choirs of Angels, rising beyond the heights of Archangels, soaring unlimited through the heights of heaven, to reach the right hand of the Father, where it is set with him in the throne of his glory, united to his nature, in the Son.

( When Christ ascended  up on high, and led captivity captive, * He gave gifts unto men, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( God is gone up with a merry noise, and the Lord with the sound of the trump. 

He gave

Lesson viij 

T

HEREFORE let the Ascension of Christ cause us too to soar aloft. For where the glory of the head has entered, there the hope of the body is called to follow. Let us exult with worthy rejoicing, dearly beloved, and let us gladly and devoutly give thanks. For today not only are we made the sure possessors of paradise, but we have also, in Christ, penetrated into the heights of heaven; we have gained far more,  through  the  ineffable  grace  of  Christ,  than  we  had  lost
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through the malice of the devil. For those whom the dastardly foe cast down from the felicity of their first dwelling-place, them has the Son of God made to be of one body with him, and he has set them at the right hand of the Father: with whom he liveth and reigneth in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

( God is gone up with a merry noice, alleluia; * And the Lord with the sound of the trump, alleluia, alleluia.

( When Christ ascended up on high, he led captivity captive. And the.  Glory be. And the. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon.  And they went forth * and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and conforming the word with signs following, alleluia, alleluia. Canticle Quis est iste, with the rest as on  Easter Day.

( I ascend unto my Father and your Father, alleluia. 

( And to my God and your God, alleluia. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Mark 

Lesson ix                                                                                                     Ch. 16 

A

T that time :  Jesus appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and up-braided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                      Homily 29 on the Gospels 

T

HE disciples were slow to believe in the resurrection of the Lord: it was not due to their weakness but rather, so that future generations might be strong. It is through their doubting, that so many proofs of the resurrection are given to us, and as we read of them, through this doubt our belief is confirmed. The witness of Mary Magdalene, who believed immediately, means less to me than that of Thomas, who doubted for so long. For  through his doubting, he touched the prints of the wounds, and removed the wounds of doubt from our hearts.  

( I will pray the Father and he shall give you another Comforter, * That he may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit or truth, alleluia. 

( For if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you: but if I depart, I will send him unto you. That he. 

Lesson x

W

E should note a point that Luke makes, to establish more firmly the truth of the Lord's resurrection: he says, While the Lord was with them, eating with them, he commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem. Then he says, While they beheld, he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their
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sight. Weigh these words; ponder their mystery: while they were assembled together he was taken up. He ate, and he ascended. Thus, by the act of eating, the truth of Very Flesh is revealed. 

( Thou makest the clouds  thy chariot, O Lord: * And walkest upon the wings of the wind, alleluia. 

( Thou art clothed with majesty and honour, thou deckest thyself with light as it were with a garment.  And walkest.  

Lesson xj

B

UT Mark records that the Lord, before he ascended into heaven, upbraided his disciples with their unbelief and hardness of heart. And what are we to gather from this, but that the Lord chose this particular time of bodily withdrawal from them, as the time to upbraid them, so that his words, spoken on departure, might be more firmly planted in their hearts?

( Ye men of Galilee, why marvel ye, gazing up into heaven? alleluia: * In like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven, so shall he come again, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, which also said. In like manner. 

Lesron xij 

L

ET us hear. then, the commandment that he gave them after he had rebuked their hardness: Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. Surely, my brethren, the Evangelist did not mean that the Gospel was to be preached to insensible objects and to brute-beasts, when it was said, Preach to every creature? But man is suggested by every creature, since man has something in common with every creature: he has his creation in common with the stones, his life and growth with the trees, his senses with the animals, his understanding with the Angels. If, then, he has something in common with every creature, man is connected with every creature, and therefore every creature has the Gospel preached to it, when it is preached to man alone.

( If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you: but if I depart, I will send him unto you: * And when he is come, he will guide you into all truth, alleluia. 

( For he shall not speak of himself: but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak, and he will shew you things to come. And when. Glory be. And when. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Mark                Ch. 16, 14-20 

A

T that time :  Jesus appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and up-
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braided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following.

AT LAUDS, AND THROUGH THE HOURS,

Antiphon 1.Ye men of Galilee,* why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come, alleluia.  Psalm 93 

Dominus regnavit and the rest. 

 Antiphon 2.  And while they looked * stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, they said,  alleluia. 

Antiphon 3. He lifted up his hands * and blessed them,and was carried up into  heaven, alleluia.   . 

Antiphon 4. Exalt ye * the King of kings,and sing a hymn unto God, alleluia. 
Antiphon 5. While they beheld * he was taken up, and a cloud received him out of their sight, alleluia. 

Chapter                                                                                                          Acts 1 

T

HE former treatise have I made, O Theophilus,of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, untilthe day in which he was taken up,after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the Apostles whom he had chosen. 

Short ( God is gone up with a merry noise * Alleluia, alleluia. God is gone up.
( And the Lord with the sound of the trump. Alleluia. Glory be. God is.

Hymn   Jesu nostra redemptio, as above at I Vespers, p. 789. 

(.The Lord hath prepared, alleluia. (. His seat in heaven, alleluia. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon  I  ascend * unto my Father, and your Father: and to my God, and  your God, alleluia.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that as we believe thy only-begotten Son our Redeemer to have this day ascended into the heavens: so we may also in mind dwell in heavenly places. Through the same.

At the Close of the Chapter,  short Lesson Ye men, as below at None.

AT TERCE

Antiphon. And while they looked. 

Chapter The former treatise, as above.. 
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( God is gone up with a merry noise, alleluia. 

( And the Lord with the sound of the trump.  

AT SEXT

Antiphon. He lifted up his hands, p. 796. 

Chapter                                                                                                           Acts 1 

H

E, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 

( When Christ ascended up on high, alleluia. ( He led captivity captive, alleluia 

AT NONE
Antiphon. While they beheld, p. 796. 

Chapter                                                                                                          Acts 1 

Y

E men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

( I ascend unto my Father, and your Father, alleluia. 

( And to my God, and your God, alleluia.   

AT II VESPERS

All as in j.  except the following:

 ( God is gone up with a merry noise, alleluia. 

( And the Lord with the sound of the trump, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. O King of glory, * thou Lord of Sabaoth, who triumphing today hast ascended above all heavens, leave us not comfortless; but send on us the promise of the Father, even the Spirit of truth, alleuia. 
 ¶ Within the Octave of the Ascension daily until Pentecost is said the Office of the Ascension, unless there occur a feast of xij. Lessons. But of Feasts of three Lessons a commemoration only is made. 

__________________________________________________________________

FRIDAY 

At Matins Invitatory & Hymn, as on  Ascension Day, p. 790. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Antiphon. O God, thou hast set * thy glory above the heavens, alleluia. Psalm Inclina, Domine, with the rest from the Psalter.

(  When Christ ascended up on high, alleluia. 

( He led captivity captive, alleluia. 
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Absolution May his mercy. Blessing: May the Gospel Lection

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 

Lesson j                                                                                                         Ch. 16 

A

T that time: Jesus appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat:and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart: because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And the rest. 

Homily by S.Gregory, Pope.                                           From the same Homily 29. 

H

E that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;  but he that believeth not shall be damned. Someone may say to himself: I do believe, so I shall. be saved. And he speaks truly, if he lives his faith in his works: For this is true faith: when that which we confess with our lips we do not belie by our deeds. This is what Paul had.in mind when he spoke of hypocritical believers: They profess that they know God, but in their works they deny him; and John says the same: He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar. 

( My time is come that I should return unto him that sent me, saith the Lord; be not sorrowful, neither let your heart be troubled: * I pray the Father for you, that he may keep you, alleluia, alleluia. 

( If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you: when I am taken up, I will send him unto you. I pray.

Blessing: May the divine assistance. 
Lesson ij 

T

HEREFORE we should be able to recognize  the truth of our faith by the examination of our lives. Thence it follows that we are truly faithful if we fulfil with our works what we promise with our words. On the day of our baptism we promised to renounce the devil and all his works, and the vain pomps of the world. Therefore let each one of you turn your eyes inward, and examine yourself; if you:have kept after baptism tbe promise that you made beforehand, then rejoice, for you are found faithful. 

( Let not your heart be troubled: I go to the Father; and when I am taken up from you, I will send you, alleluia, * The Spirit of truth, and your heart shall rejoice, alleluia. 

( I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter. The Spirit.

Blessing: May the King.
Lesson iij 

B

UT now, if anyone has utterly forsaken his former promise, if he has drifted into the exercise of evil works and the desire for the pomps of the world, then let him soberly repent of his error. For the merciful Judge does not hold him to be 
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a traitor, in spite of his former treachery, if only he will return to the truth. For Almighty God, while freely receiving our contrition, hides from his judgment the errors of our ways. 

( When Christ ascended  up on high, and led captivity captive, * He gave gifts unto men, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( God is gone up with a merry noise, and the Lord with the sound of the trump. 

He gave. Glory be. He gave

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon. The Lord * is in his holy temple, the Lord's seat is in heaven, alleluia. Psalm  Cantate Domino, with the rest from the Psalter.  

Chapter                                                                                                  Acts 1, 4-5 

A

ND being assembled together with them, he commanded them that they should not depart from Jeruslem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

( Be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own strength, alleluia.

( So will we sing and praise thy name, alleluia.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that as we believe thy only-begotten Son our Redeemer to have this day ascended into the heavens: so we may also in mind dwell in heavenly places. Through the same

The aforesaid Chapter and ( are said throughout the whole Octave, unless the ( is to be changed because of the preceding Antiphon.

At Lauds and throughout the Hours of the day all as on the day of the Ascension.  

__________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. He goeth forth * from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it, alleluia. Psalm Domine exaudi, with the rest from the Psalter.

( I ascend unto my Father and your Father, alleluia. 

( And to my God and your God, alleluia. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Mark  

Lesson j                                                                                          Ch. 16,  14-20

A

T that time : Jesus appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and up-braided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And the rest.
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Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                    Homily 29 on the Gospels 

A

ND these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out 

devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. These signs do not follow us now, but should that make us any less believing? They were necessary at the time of the dawn of the Church, for 

it was necessary then for great numbers to be brought to believe, so that the Faith might grow, and so they were nourished by miracles. It is like planting trees: at first we continuously water them, until we find that they have taken root, and then, when the roots are firm, we cease watering; or, as Paul says, Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not.
( I will pray the Father and he shall give you another Comforter, * That he may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit or truth, alleluia. 

( For if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you: but if I depart, I will send him unto you. That he   

Lesson ij 

T

HERE is yet greater depth to be plumbed in these signs and wonders. In our own times Holy Church works spiritually each day that which in apostolic times was done bodily. For when her priests are endowed with the grace of exorcism and lay hands upon believers whose souls are vexed by evil spirits, what else are they doing but casting out devils? And when the faithful forsake their worldly conversation and sing of Divine Mysteries, and show forth the praise and power of their Maker, what else are they doing but speaking with new tongues? Others, when they bear away the malice from the hearts of their fellows, with entreaties supplemented by their own good example, do indeed take up serpents.

( Thou makest the clouds  thy chariot, O Lord: * And walkest upon the wings of the wind, alleluia. 

( Thou art clothed with majesty and honour, thou deckest thyself with light as it were with a garment.  And walkest.  

Lesson iij

O

THERS, when they hear poisonous suggestions and are in no wise tempted to follow after evil works, are then drinking a deadly thing, hut it does not hurt them. Those who run to assist their neighbour whenever they see his piety weaken, and strengthen him by the example of their own good deeds: what else are they doing but laying their hands on the sick so that they recover? Undoubtedly these are the greater miracles, since they are spiritual ones, and they are so much the greater, in that they raise up not merely the body, but the very soul. 
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( Ye men of Galilee, why marvel ye, gazing up into heaven? alleluia: * In like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven, so shall he come again, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, which also said. In like manner. Glory be. In like.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Be thou exalted, Lord, * in thine own strength; so will we sing and praise thy power, alleluia. Psalm Confitemini Domino, with the rest from the Psalter.

Chapter                                                                                                  Acts 1, 4-5 

A

ND being assembled together with them, he commanded them that they should not depart from Jeruslem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

(  When Christ ascended up on high, alleluia. 

( He led captivity captive, alleluia.

__________________________________________________________________

AT VESPERS

Chapter                                                                                                       I Peter 4

D

EARLY beloved: Be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 

Short ( and Hymn  Jesu nostra redemptio, p. 789. 

( The Lord hath prepared, alleluia. ( His seat in heaven, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. When the Comforter is come, * whom I will send unto you from the Father,  even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testi fy of me,  alleluia.   
COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God: grant that our wills may ever be subjected unto thee; and that we may serve thy majesty in sincerity of heart.Through. 

And commenoration is made of the Ascension. 

Antiphon. O King of glory, *  thou Lord of Sabaoth, who triumphing today hast ascended above all heavens, leave us not comfortless; but send on us the promise of the Father, even the Spirit of truth, alleluia.

( God is gone up with a merry noise, alleluia.

( And the Lord with the sound of the trump, alleluia.

COLLECT
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G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that as we believe thy only-begotten Son our Redeemer to have this day ascended into the heavens; so we may also in mind dwell in heavenly places. Through the same. 

__________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE ASCENSION

The whole Office is said of the Ascension, except what is given here as proper.

If the Apparition of S. Michael shall fall on this Sunday, then it shall suffice to have placed the following Epistle of Blessed  John on the feast of S. John before the latin gate, nor will it be further repeated during the week.   

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

 Here beginneth the First Epistle General of John 

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 1, 1-10 

T

HAT which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (for the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship wjth us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

( After his passion he was seen of them forty days, and spake of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God, alleluia: * And while they beheld, he was taken 

up, alleluia; and a cloud received him out of their sight, alleluia. 

( And being assemblcd together with them, he commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father. And.
Lesson ij
A

ND these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

( The Lord  hath set his beauty above the stars: * His loveliness is in the clouds of heaven, and his Name endureth for ever, alleluia. 

( He goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it. His loveliness.
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Lesson iij
I

F we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

( Be thou exalted, Lord, alleluia, * In thine own strength, alleluia. 

( O God, thou hast set thy glory above the heavens.  In thine.

Lesson iv                                                                                                    Ch. 2, 1-6 

M

Y little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. And hereby do we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we live in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 

( I will not leave you comfortless, alleluia: I go and come again unto you, alleluia: * And your heart shall rejoice, alleluia.

( At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. And your. Glory be. And your.
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop             Sermon 2 on the Ascension of Our Lord, 

                                                                                       which is 175 of the Season.

Lesson v
O

UR Saviour, beloved brethren, has ascended into heaven: then let us not be troubled here on earth. If our mind be with him, we shall also be at peace here. Meanwhile, let us ascend with Christ in heart, and then when his promised day comes, we shall follow him in body. However, we must realize, brethren, that neither pride, nor avarice, nor luxury, ascend with Christ: none of our sins ascend with our Physician. And therefore, if we wish to ascend, to follow our Physician, we must lay aside our sins and offences.

( My time is come that I should return unto him that sent me, saith the Lord; be not sorrowful, neither let your heart be troubled: * I pray the Father for you, that he may keep you, alleluia, alleluia. 

( If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you: when I am taken up, I will send him unto you. I pray.
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Lesson vj

F

OR all these things hold us down as though they were fetters, and strive to entangle us in a mesh of sin: and therefore, with God as our Helper, in the words of the Psalmist: Let us break their bonds asunder: that we may say to the Lord with sure confidence, Thou hast broken my bonds in sunder. I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving. The Lord's Resurrection is our hope: the Lord's Ascension is our glorification. 

( Let not your heart be troubled: I go to the Father; and when I am taken up from you, I will send you, alleluia, * The Spirit of truth, and your heart shall rejoice, alleluia. 

( I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter. The Spirit.
Lesson  vij
W

E are celebrating today the festival of the Lord's Ascension. If we are to celebrate the Lord's Ascension fittingly,  faithfully,  devoutly,  piously,  and with holiness, then we must ascend with him, and lift up our hearts. But as we ascend, we must not be high-minded, nor must we attribute our ascent to ourselves, as though it were due to our own merits. We must lift up our hearts to the Lord. A heart uplifted, but not to the Lord, is a proud heart: a heart lifted up to the Lord is a safe heart. Behold, a great wonder, brethren. God is high. Lift yourself up, and he flees from you: humble yourself, and he comes down to you, Why is this? Because, though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: as for the proud, he beholdeth them afar off. He hath respect unto the lowly, that he may lift them up: the proud, the high-minded he beholdeth afar off, that he may thrust them down. 

( When Christ ascended  up on high, and led captivity captive, * He gave gifts unto men, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( God is gone up with a merry noise, and the Lord with the sound of the trump. 

He gave.

Lesson viij  

C

HRIST rose again, to give us hope that man, who is mortal, shall rise. He gave us confidence, that in dying we should not despair, nor think that our life ends in death. For we were anxious about our very soul; and by his resurrection he has reassured us as to the resurrection, not only of the soul, but of the body as well. Believe then, that you may be purified. First you must believe, so that through faith you may afterwards be found worthy to see God. Do you wish to see God? Hear what he says: Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Think out first, then. how to purify your heart: and remove whatever you see there displeasing to God. 
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