F

OR unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? And again, when he bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him. 

( O God, thou hast sat down on the throne judging righteously, be thou a defence for the oppressed, a refuge in due time of trouble. * For thou alone beholdest ungodliness and wrong. 

( The poor committeth himself unto thee; for thou art the helper of the friendless.  For thou.

Lesson iij

A

ND of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne. O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom, Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 

( The Lord is  on my right hand, I shall never be moved. * Wherefore my heart is glad and my glory rejoiceth.

( The Lord himself is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup. 

 Lesson iv

A

ND, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: they shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 

( Keep me, O Lord, as the apple of an eye, * Hide me under the shadow of thy wings. 

( Shew thy marvellous loving-kindness, thou that art the Saviour of them that put 

their trust in thee.  Hide. Glory be.  Hide.   

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN 

Sermon by S. Athanasius. Bishop. 

Lesson v                                                        Discourse 1 against the Arians. Ch. 13 

H

AD the heretics known the person, and the subject, and the season of the Apostle's words, they would not have expounded of Christ's Divinity what 
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belongs to his Manhood, nor in their folly have committed so great an act of irreligion. Now this will be readily seen if one expounds properly the bcginning of this passage. For the Apostle says, God who at sundry times and diverse manners spake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son. 

( Lord, thou hast shewn me the path of life, * In thy presence is the fulness of joy, and at thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore. 

(Thou shalt maintain my lot. In thy.

Lesson vj

T

HEN again shortly after he says, When he had by himself purged our sins, he sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. It appears then that the Apostle's words make mention of that time when God spoke unto us by his Son, and when a purging of sins took place. Now when did he speak unto us by his Son, and when did purging of sins take! place? and when did he become Man? when, but subsequently to the prophets in the last days? 

 ( I will love thee;  O Lord my strength; the Lord is my stony rock, * And my defence. 

( My Saviour, my God, and my Might. And my.

Lesson vij 

N

EXT, proceeding with his account of the economy in which we were concerned, and speaking of the last times, he is naturally led to observe that not even in the former times was God silent with men, but spoke to them by the prophets. And whereas the prophets ministered, and the law was spoken by angels, while the Son too came on earth, and that in order to minister, he was forced to add, Become so much better than the angels, wishing to shew that, as much as the son excels a servant, so much also the ministry of the Son is better than the ministry of servants. 

 ( The earth is the Lord's, and all that therein is: * The compass of  the world, and they that dwell therein. 

( For he hath founded it upon the seas, and prepared it upon the floods. The.

Lesson viij

C

ONTRASTING then the old ministry and the new, the Apostle deals freely with the Jews, writing and saying, Become so much better than the angels.
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This is why throughout he uses no comparison, such as, become greater, or. more honourable, lest we should think of him and them as one in kind, but, better, is his word, by way of marking the difference of the Son's nature from things generated.

(  Shew me thy ways, O Lord, and teach me thy paths; lead me forth in thy truth. * For thou art the God of my salvation; in thee hath been my hope all the day long. 

( O remember not the sins and offences of my youth, O Lord. For thou. Glory be. For thou. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 13 

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples: The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field. And the rest.

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest                           Bk. 2 Comm. on Matt. Ch. 13, v. 32 

T

HE Kingdom of heaven is the preaching of the Gospel and the knowledge of the Scriptures which leads to life and concerning which it was said to the Jews, The Kingdom of God will be taken from you and givcn to a nation bringing forth the fruit of it. This .Kingdom therefore is like to a. grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field. 

( Unto thee, O Lord, will I lift up my soul. * My God, I have put my trust in thee, O let me not be confounded. 

( O keep my soul and deliver me.  My God.  

Lesson x

T

HE man who sows in his field is understood by many to be the Saviour, because he sows in the minds of them that believe: by others, a man himself is the one who sows in his own field, that is in himself, and in his heart. Who is the sower but our perception and our mind? And it, receiving the grain of preaching and tending the young shoot, with the water of faith makes it  burgeon in the soil of his own breast. 

( Thou hast afflicted us for our sins, every day we look with tears for our latter end; let the sorrows of our heart come before thee, O Lord. * That thou mayest deliver us from the ills that are come upon us. 

( O Lord God of Israel, hear our prayers, hearken unto the sorrows of our heart. That thou. 

Lesson xj

487
T

HE preaching of the Gospel  is the least of all systems of knowledge. For at the first instruction the preaching is hardly believed that God became Man, that Christ died, and the scandal of the Cross. Compare teaching of this kind with the dogmas of the philosophers, with their books, the splendour of their eloquence, the careful arrangement of their discourses, and you will see how much less than the other seeds is the sowing of the Gospel. 

(. O Lord, my sins like arrows stick fast in me, but my wounds shall soon be made whole; * Heal me, O Lord, with the medicine of repentance. 
( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me, for against thee only have I sinned. Heal me

Lesson xij 

B

UT when the the seeds of the philosophers, are fully grown. they reveal nothing that  is pungent, nothing lively. nothing vital. But the whole body of their teaching is feeble, rotten, soft; springs up abundantly into herbs and grasses. which swiftly become parched  and perish. But this preaching of the Gospel. which in the beginning seemed but small, when it has been sown in the  heart of the believer, or in the whole world, does not grow up into herbs but into a tree,  so that the birds of the air,  which we must take to mean , the souls of the believers, or celestial spirits devoted to the service of God come and dwell in its branches. I think the branches of the Gospel tree which grew from the grain of mustard are the varieties of dogma in which each one of the aforesaid birds takes its rest.

( One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy,  holy; holy, is the Lord of hosts. * The whole earth is full of.his glory. 

( There are three that bear record in heaven, the  Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One.   Holy, holy.  Glory be. The  whole. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew       Ch. 13, 31-35 

A

T that time : Jesus  said unto his disciples: the kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof. Another parable spake he unto them: The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 

 COLLECT

488
G

RANT,we beseech thee, almighty God: that we, ever meditating those things that be reasonable and pleasing unto thee, may both in word and deed fulfil the same. Through.. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon. The kingdom of heaven * is like unto a grain of mustard seed, which is the least of all seeds; but when it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. The kingdom of heaven * is   like   unto leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, until the whole was leavened. .

__________________________________________________________________
Monday

From the Epistle to the Hebrews 

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 3, 1-8 

W

HEREFORE, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Pricst of our profession, Christ Jesus; who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all his house. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. For every house is builded by some man; but he that built all things is God.

( O how plentiful is thy goodness, O Lord, * Which thou hast laid up for them thalt fear thee. 

( And that thou, O Lord, hast prepared for them that put their trust in thee, even before the sons of men. Which thou. 

Lesson ij

A

ND Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after; but Christ as a son over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. Wherefore, (as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the day of temptation in the wilderness.) 

( O God, thou hast been my succour; * Leave me not. 

( Neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.  Leave.

 Lesson iij                                                                                                 Ibid. 12-16 

T

AKE heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. ¶ For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto 

489

the end; while it is said. Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your he:arts, as in the provocation. For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses. 

( I will alway  give thanks unto the Lord. * His praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

( My soul shall make her boast in the Lord, the humble shall hear thereof and be glad. His praise. Glory be. His praise.

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the Epistle to the Hebrews

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 4,  1-12 

L

ET us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into his rest any of you should seem to come short of it. For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the  word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. For we which have believed do enter into rest, as. he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shaft enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

 Lesson ij 
F

OR he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works. And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest. Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief: again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, Today, after so long a time; as it is said, Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

 Lesson iij

F

OR if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his.  ¶ Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest. lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 _________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the Epistle to the Hebrews 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 6, 1-10

T

HEREFORE leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on, unto 
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perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of  laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead. andof eternal judgement. And this will we do, if God permit. 

( Cut me not off  in the midst of my sins, * Nor keep thy wrath against me for my latter end. 

( Enter not into judgment with thy servant, O Lord, Nor keep. 

Lesson ij

F

OR it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted 
the good word of God. and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 

( My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed. * I will sing and give praise to the Lord. 

( Awake up, my glory, awake lute and harp, I myself will awake right early. I will. 

Lesson iij

F

OR the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God: but that which beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned. ¶ But, beloved, we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak. For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

( Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing, for thou, 0 God, art my reruge, * And my merciful God. 

( I will be glad and rejoice in thee, yea, my songs will I make of thy Name, O thou most Highest. And my. Glory be. And my. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the Epistle to the Hebrews

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 7,  1-12 

F

OR this Melchisedec, king or Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter or the kings, and blessed him; to whom 
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also Abraham gave a tenth part or all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning or days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually. 

( O God,  in thee have I put my trust, let me never be put to conrusion, but rid me, * And deliver me in thy righteousness. 

(  Incline thine ear unto me, and save me. And deliver. 

Lesson ij

N

OW consider how great this man was, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office or the priesthood, have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, or their brethren, though they come out of the loins of Abraham: but he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises. 

( O let my  mouth be filled with thy praise, that I may sing of thy glory and honour all the day long. Cast me not off in the time of age, * Forsake me not when my strength faileth. 

( My lips shall be fain when I sing unto thee.  Forsake. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better. And here men that die receive tithes; but there he relceiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. And as I may so say, Levi also, who rccciveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham. For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him. ¶ If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec. and not be called after the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. 

( My lips  shall be fain when I sing unto thee, * And so will my soul; whom thou hast delivered.

( My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long. And so. Glory be. And so.

__________________________________________________________________ 

Friday

From the Epistle to the Hebrews
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Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch 11, 1-10 

N

OW faith is the subst.ance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good report. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God. testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh. 

( I will thank thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and I will praise thy Name for evermore. * For great is thy:mercy toward me. 

(Thou art my God, and I will thank thee. Thou art my God, and I will praise thee. 

For great.

Lesson ij    

B

Y faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. ut without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith. 

( Great, O Lord, is thy mercy toward me. * And thou hast delivered my soul from the nethermost hell. 

( In the time of my trouble I will call upon thee, for thou hearest me. And thou. 

Lesson iii 

B

Y faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after rcceive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: for he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

( The Lord is  my refuge.. * And my God is the strength of my confidence. 

( He shall deliver me from my strongest enemy: the Lord is my upholder. And my. Glory be. And my.

 _________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday

From the Epistle to the Hebrews 
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Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 13, 1-12 

L

ET brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember them that are in bonds. as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body. Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God  will judge.

 Lesson ij 

L

ET your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation. Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever. 

 Lesson iij 

B

E not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein. We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.

 If any Double Feast is celebrated on the Saturday before Septuagesima, in second Vespers after the Collect of the Feast commemoration is made of the Sunday, and at the end is said Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia, etc., as below. 

__________________________________________________________________

ON THE SATURDAY BEFORE SEPTUAGESIMA.

AT VESPERS

Antiphons and Psalms as in the Psalter in Vespers of Saturday.

Chapter 1 Cor.9 

B

RETHREN: Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 

Short ( & Hymn.E.H.164 O Lux beata Trinitas, as in the Psalter.

( Let our evening prayer. as in the Psalter.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  The Lord said * unto Adam, Of the tree which is in the midst of the garden thou shalt not eat: for in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou    shalt  surely die. 
 COLLECT

494
O

 LORD, we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy people:that we, who are justly punished for our offences, may be mercifully delivered by thy goodness, for the glory of thy name. Through. 

( Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. ( Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

And henceforth Alleluia is not said until Holy Saturday: but after O God, make speed, where Alleluia was said, is said Praise be to thee, O Lord, King of eternal glory.  

¶ If on Sundays from Septuagesima to Low Sunday there occur a Double or Semidouble Feast, it is translated to the first day not similarly impeded, as is said in the Rubric of the Translation of Feasts.

__________________________________________________________________

SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY AT MATINS

Invitatory.-Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * And shew ourselves glad in him with psalms. Ps.95 Venite, exultemus 

In the first verse of the Psalm, Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving etc. is omitted, and in its place the Invitatory is repeated by the Choir. 

Hymn. E.H.56 Primo dierum omnium, as in the Psalter. 

Antiphons, Psalms & Versicles of the first, & second Nocturn, from the Psalter.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

 Here beginneth the Book of Genesis. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 1-26 

I

N the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. 

( In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, and therein formed he man. * After his own image and likeness.

( And the Lord formed man of the dust of the ground. and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. After his. 
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Lesson ij 

A

ND God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good. And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 

( In the beginning  God created the heaven and the earth, and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. * And God saw every thing that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 

( Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And God. 

Lesson iij

A

ND God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years: and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

( The Lord formed  man of the dust or the ground, * And breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul. 

( In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, and therein formed he man. And breathed.

Lesson iv

A

 ND God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven; And God created  great  whales,  and  every  living  creature  that  moveth 

which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, tattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the 
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earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish or the sea, and over the rowl or the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

( Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. * And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested from all his work which he had made.

( And God blerssed the seventh day and sanctified it; because that in it he had rested from all his work. And on. Glory be. And on.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book on Faith, Hope, and Charity, by S. Augustine, Bishop 

Lesson v                                                                                  Ch. 25,26 & 27, Vol.3

G

OD had threatened man with the punishment of death if he sinned; thus gifting him with free will, as yet to rule him by his control, and affright him with destruction; and placed him in the happiness of paradise as in the shadow of a life, from whence by observing righteousness he might ascend to better things. 

( The Lord  took the man and put him into the garden of Eden, * To dress it and to keep it. 

( And the Lord planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there he put the man whom he had formed. To dress.

Lesson vj

A

FTER his sin he was made an exile, and he bound by the punishment of death and condemnation his own race also, which by sinning he had corrupted in himself as in its root. Therefore whatever offspring would be born of him and his wife, through whom he had sinned and who was condemned together with him through carnal lust, wherein was repaid a punishment fitting the disobedience; this offspring would draw along with it original sin. By original sin it would be drawn through various errors and pains, to that last never-ending punishment, with the apostate angels, its corrupters, masters, and partners. 

 ( The Lord God said: It is not good that man should be alone; * I will make him an help meet for him. 

(. But for Adam there was not found an help meet for him, and God said,  I will

Lesson vij 

T

HUS, By one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death: and so death passed upon all men, in that all sinned. By the world in that place the Apostle
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means the whole human race. This therefore was the case; the mass of the whole human race under condemnation was lying in evils, or even was rolling on and going headlong from evils into evils; and joined to the side of those angels who had sinned, was paying the deserved penalty of impious apostacy. 

( The Lord caused  a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he took one of his ribs. * And the rib which the Lord had taken from the man made he a woman, and brought her to Adam to see what he would call her. And he called her name woman because she was taken out of man. 

( And when Adam slept, God took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh instead thereof. And the.. 

Lesson  viij 

E

VEN as it pertaineth to the just anger of God, whatsoever the wicked willingly commit through blind and unsubdued lust, and whatsoever they unwillingly suffer by manifest and secret punishments: even so the goodness of the Creator ceaseth not to minister even to evil angels life and vital power, which ministration being withdrawn, they would straightway perish; and as for men. although they be born from a corrupted and condemned stock, the Creator ceaseth not to give form and life to their seeds, to dispose their members, through periods of time and distances of place to quicken their senses, to bestow on them nutriment. For he judged it better to work good out of evil things, than to allow no evil things to exist. 

( The Lord said unto Adam; Of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, thou shalt not eat of it: * For in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt surely die.

( The Lord commanded the man, saying: Of every tree in the garden thou mayest freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it. For in. Glory be. For in.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon. Go ye also * into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. Canticle Domine, miserere nostri, with the rest from the Psalter. 

( Be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own strength.

( So will we sing, and praise thy power.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson ix                                                                                                 Ch. 20 

A

T that time : Jesus spake this parable unto his disciples: The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder. which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. And the rest.
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Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                      Homily 19 on the Gospels 

T

HE kingdom of heaven is said to be like unto a man that is an householder which went out to hire labourers into his vineyard. Who has more right to the title of an householder than our Maker, who rules those whom he has made, and is

Master of his elect in this world as though they were his household servants? He has his vineyard too, the Catholic Church, that. from righteous Abel unto the last of the elect to be born into the world. is ever bringing forth her holy ones, as so many new shoots. 

( The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, * And there he put the man whom he had formed. 

( And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden. And there. 

Lesson x

T

HIS householder, then, went out early, and at the third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh hours, to hire labourers into his vineyard. For from the beginning of this world even unto its end he unceasingly gathers preachers to teach his faithful people. The early morning of the world was from Adam until Noah: the third hour was from Noah until Abraham: the sixth, from Abraham until Moses: the ninth, from Moses until the coming of the Lord; while the eleventh is from the coming of the Lord until the end of the world.. In this eleventh hour, the holy Apostles were sent as preachers, and they received full hire, although they came at a late hour. 

( Behold,  the man is become as one of us to know good and evil. * See lest he take of the tree of life and live for ever. 

( Unto Adam also did the Lord God make a coat of skins and clothed him and said:  See lest. 

Lesson xj 

F

OR the teaching of his people, the cultivating of his vineyard, the Lord never ceases to send labourers: first by the patriarchs, and soon after by the teachers of the law and the prophets, and lastly by the Apostles, he formed his peoples' way of life, just as he cultivated his vineyard by the hands of his labourers. Whoever, in whatsoever degree or measure, stood forth as a preacher, combining good works with true faith, that man was a preacher; in the Lord's vineyard. 

( Where is  Abel thy brother? said the Lord unto Cain. Lord, I know not; am I my brother's keeper? And he said unto him: What hast thou done? * Behold the voice of thy brother Abel's blood crieth unto me from the ground. 
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( And now thou art cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand.  Behold.

Lesson xij

T

HE ancient people of the Hebrews is signified by the labourer of the early morning, and of the third, sixth, and ninth hours. These men, from the very beginning of the world, worked zealously to inculcate the true faith into God's chosen people, as though unceasingly working on the cultivation of the vineyard. Then at the eleventh hour the Gentiles were called, and to them it was said, Why stand ye here all the day idle? 

( In the sweat  of thy face shalt thou eat bread, saith the Lord unto Adam; when thou tillest the ground it shall not yield its fruit: *  Thoms also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee. 

( Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake.  Thorns also. Glory be. Thorns also. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew        Ch. 20, 1-16 

A

T that time : Jesus spake this parable unto his disciples: The kingdom of heaven is like nto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and said unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is right I will give you. And they went their way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. But when I the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise received every man a penny.  And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of the house, saying, these last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the day. But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen. 
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COLLECT

O

 LORD, we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy people; that we, who are justly punished for our offences, may be mercifully delivered by thy goodness, for the glory of thy Name. Through. 

AT LAUDS

Antiphon 1.  Have mercy, O God, upon me, * and cleanse me from my wicked-ness; for  against thee only have I sinned. Psalm 51 Miserere L. 

Antiphon 2. I will thank thee, * for thou hast heard me.  Psalm 118 Confitemini

Antiphon 3. O God, thou art my God, * early will I seek thee, because thou hast been  my helper.  Psalm 63 Deus, Deus meus
Antiphon 4. Blessed art thou * in the firmament of heaven: and worthy to be praised for ever, O our God. Canticle Benedicite
Antiphon 5. O praise * the Lord of heaven. Psalms 148 149 150 Laudate. 

Chapter                                                                                                       I Cor. 9 

B

RETHREN: Know ye not, that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 

Short (, & Hymn. Aeterne rerum Conditor  as in the Psalter. 

( Lord, thou hast been our refuge. ( From one generation to another. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.  The kingdom * of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which  went out early in the morning to hire labourers into his vineyard, saith the Lord. 

COLLECT

O

 LORD, we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy people:that we, who are justly punished for our offences, may be mercifully delivered by thy goodness, for the glory of thy name. Through. 

AT PRIME

Antiphon.  And when he had agreed * with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them  into his vineyard.  

At the Close of the Chapter, Short ( The Lord.

AT TERCE

Antiphon.  Go ye also * into the vineyard. and whatsoever is right I will give you. 
Chapter Brethren: Know ye not, as above. 

( I said, Lord, be merciful unto me. 

( Heal my soul, for I have sinned against thee.

AT SEXT

Antiphon. Why stand ye here * all the day idle? They answered him, saying;   Be-cause no man hath hired us.    
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Chapter                                                                                                         I Cor.9 

A

ND every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 

( The Lord is my shepherd, therefore can I lack nothing.

( He shall feed me in a green pasture.
AT NONE 

Antiphon.  Call the labourers. * and give them their hire, saith the Lord. 

Chapter                                                                                                       I Cor.10 

F

OR they drank of that spiritual Rock which followed them: and that Rock was Christ. But with some of them God was not well pleased. 

 ( O cleanse thou me from my secret faults. 

( Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins. 

AT VESPERS

Antiphon and Psalm 110 Dixit Dominus with the rest as in the Psalter.

Chapter Brethren: Know ye not,  as above. 

Short ( as in the Psalter. Hymn. E.H. 51 Lucis Creator optime, as in the Psalter. 

( Lord, let my prayer be set forth. ( In thy sight as the incense. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. The householder * saith unto the labourers, Why stand ye here all the day idle?  They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. Go ye also into the vine yard, and whatsoever is right, I will give you. 

Collect O Lord, as above.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

 Monday

From the Book of Genesis 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 1, 27-31 

S

O God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. ¶ And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

( When the Lord God walked in the garden in the cool of the day, he called and said: Adam, where art thou? Lord, I heard thy voice, * And I hid myself. 
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( I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked. And I. 

Lesson ij                                                                                                  Ch. 2, 1-10 

T

HUS the heavens and the  earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he : had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made. These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, and every plant of the field before it was in the earth. and every herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. 

( In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, said the Lord unto Adam; when thou tillest the ground it shall not yield its fruit. * Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee. 

( Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake. Thorns also. 

Lesson iij

A

ND the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;  and man  became a  living soul.  And  the  Lord

God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads. 

( The Lord formed  man of the dust of the ground, * And breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul. 

( In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, and therein formed he man. And breathed. Glory be. And breathed. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. These last  *  have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden  and heat of the day. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the Book of Genesis
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Lesson j                                                                                               Ch. 2, 15-24 

A

ND the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 

( The Lord  took the man and put him into the garden of Eden, * To dress it and to keep it. 

( And the Lord planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there he put the man whom he had formed. To dress. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 

( The Lord God said: It is not good that man should be alone; * I will make him an help meet for him. 

(. But for Adam there was not found an help meet for him, and God said,  I will. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he  took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

( The Lord caused  a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he took one of his ribs. * And the rib which the Lord had taken from the man made he a woman, and brought her to Adam to see what he would call her. And he called her name woman because she was taken out of man. 

( And when Adam slept, God took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh instead thereof. And the. Glory be. And the.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  The householder * answered  and said, Friend,  I  do 
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thee no wrong:  didst thou  not agree with me for a penny? Take that thine is,  and go thy way. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the Book of Genesis

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 3, 1-20 
N

OW the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened. 

( The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, * And there he put the man whom he had formed. 

( And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden. And there.

Lesson ij 

A

ND they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the I woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

( Behold,  the man is become as one of us to know good and evil. * See lest he take of the tree of life and live for ever. 

( Unto Adam also did the Lord God make a coat of skins and clothed him and said:  See lest. 
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Lesson iij 

A

ND the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. ¶  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice or thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living. 

( Where is  Abel thy brother? said the Lord unto Cain. Lord, I know not; am I my brother's keeper? And he said unto him: What halt thou done? * Behold the voice of thy brother Abel's blood crieth unto me from the ground. 

( And now thou art cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand.  Behold. Glory be. Behold.

 On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Take that thine is * and go thy way:  because I am good,    saith the Lord. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday 

From the Book of Genesis 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 4, 1-16 

A

ND Adam knew Eve his wife: and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the Lord. And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. ¶ And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof, And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: but unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. 
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( In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, and therein formed he man. * After his own image and likeness. 

( And the Lord formed man of the dust of the ground. and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. After his. 
Lesson ij

A

ND Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy qrother? And he said, I know not: am I my brother's keeper? And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground. And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand; when thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth. 

( In the beginning  God created the heaven and the earth, and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. * And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. 

( Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And God.
Lesson iij

A

ND Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me. And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him. And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. 

( The Lord formed  man of the dust or the ground, * And breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul. 

( In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth, and therein formed he man. And breathed.  Glory be. And breathed.

 On Magnificat, Antiphon. Is it not lawfu1* for me to do what I will? Is thine eye evil , because I am good, saith the Lord.

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the Book of Genesis
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Lesson j                                                                                                Ch. 4, 17-26 

A

ND Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch; and he builded 

a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch, And unto Enoch was born Irad: and lrad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methusael: and Methusael begat Lamech. And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah.  ¶ And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle, And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ. And Zillah, she also bare Tubal-cain, an instructer of every artificer in brass and iron: and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 

( The Lord  took the man and put him into the garden of Eden, * To dress it and to keep it. 

( And the Lord planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there he put the man whom he had formed. To dress. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold. And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the Lord. 

( The Lord God said: It is not good that man should be alone; * I will make 

him an help meet for him. 

(. But for Adam there was not found an help meet for him, and God said,  I will. 

Lesson iij                                                                                                Ch. 5, 1-5 

T

HIS is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him; male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth: and the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters: and all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died. 

( The Lord caused  a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he took one of his ribs. * And the rib which the Lord had taken from the man made he a woman, and brought her to Adam to see what he would call her. And he called her name woman because she was taken out of man.
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( And when Adam slept, God took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh instead thereof. And the. Glory be. And. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the Book of Genesis 

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 5, 15-31 

A

ND Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared: and Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and he died. And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch: and Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Jared, were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died. And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah. 

Lesson ij

A

ND Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: and Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and bcgat Lamech: And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died. 

 Lesson iij 

A

ND Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son: and he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us, concerning our work and toll of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord hath cursed. And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five and hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Lamcch  were seven hundred seventy and seven years: and he died. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday before Sexagesima

AT VESPERS

Chapter                                                                                                       2 Cor. 11

B

RETHREN:Ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face. 

Short (, Hymn and ( from the Psalter. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  The     Lord  * said unto Noah: The end of all flesh is come before me: make  thee an ark of gopher wood, that therein the seed  of  all flesh may be saved. 
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COLLECT

O

 GOD, who seest that we put not our trust in any thing that we do: mercifully grant; that by the protection of the Doctor of the Gentiles we may be defended against all adversity. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY AT MATINS

Invitatory.-  Let us come  before  his  presence  with  thanksgiving,  *  And  shew ourselves glad in him with psalms. Psalm 95.  E.H.50 Primo dierum omnium, as in the Psalter. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

  From the Book of Genesis

Lesson j .                                                                                        Ch. 32, 6 1-15

A

ND Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose. And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 

( The Lord said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; * And behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 

(  Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in it. And behold. 

Lesson ij

T

HERE were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth.

( Noah  was a just man and perfect, and Noah walked with God; * According to all that God commanded him, so did he. 
( He made him an ark to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. According

Lesson iij 

A

ND it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping 
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thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

( Forty days and forty nights were the heavens opened, and they went in into the ark, two and two of all flesh wherein is the breath of life.* And the Lord shut them in. 

( In the selfsame day entered Noah into the ark, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him. And the Lord 

Lesson iv

T

HE earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt: for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. And God said unto Noah. The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 

( In the selfsame day Noah went in, and his sons, into the ark, * And his wife and his son's wives with him. 

( And every kliving substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, and only Noah remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. And his wife.. Glory be. And his wife. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book by S. Ambrose, Bishop On Noah and the Ark 

Lesson v                                                                                                          Ch. 4 

W

E read that God was angry. Although he was well aware, that is, he knew, that man, placed in this worldly domain, bearing flesh, could not be without sin, (the world is, as it were, a ground for sin, and the flesh is a decoy for seduction), yet men were rushing heedlessly into moral error from which they had no desire to recall themselves, although they had minds capable of reasoning, and their bodies were infused with power of soul. 

( Noah builded an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt offerings thereon; and the Lord smelled a sweet savour, and blessed him, saying: * Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 
( Behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you. Be fruitful. 
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Lesson vj

N

EITHER are God's thoughts as men's, with one idea ever giving place to anothcr, nor is his anger inconsistent; but what we read here is so written to express to us the bitterness of our sins, and how greatly they called down the divine displeasure: such was the growth of our guilt, that it even seemed to make God angry, he who is not naturally moved either to wrath, or to hatred, or to any other passion. 

( I do set  my bow in the clouds, said the Lord unto Noah: * And I will remember my covenant which is between me and you. 

( And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the heaven, that my bow shall be seen in the cloud. And I will. 

Lesson vij 

T

HEREFORE he threatened to destroy man. I will destroy both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air. What had the irrational creatures done? They had been made for man, and now that he for whom they had been made, was going to be destroyed, it followed that they too should be destroyed, because he who was to use them would no longer exist. Yet there is a higher reason: Man has a mind that is capable of reason. Man may be described as a living, mortal, rational animal. When the principal living creature is annihilated, all other living creatures go with it: for nothing remains to be saved when virility, or virtue, the basis of salvation, is no more. 

( By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, that I will not bring the waters of the flood again upon the earth; I will remember my covenant. * And the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

( I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. And the.

Lesson viij

I

N condemnation of the rest of mankind, and as an expression of the divine mercy, Noah is said to have found grace with God. At the same time it is revealed that the sin of other men can cast no shadow over the righteous, as he is preserved for the begetting of all his race. He is praised, not for his noble birth, but because he was a just man, and perfect. The stock of a just man yields men of upright character; even as the stock of men begets men, so the stock of just souls begets virtues. Just as some families of men become noble by the splendour of their lineage, so is the grace of souls made glorious by the splendour of their virtues. 

( And God remembered Noah, and made a wind to pass over the earth, and the 
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waters asswaged; * And the rain from heaven was restrained.

( And the waters returned from off the earth continually, and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. And the rain. Glory be. And the.rain. 
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon. The seed fell * on good grounbd, and spprung up, and bare fruit an humdredfold. Canticle Domine, miserere nostri, with the rest from the Psalter. 

( Be thou exalted, Lord, in thine own strength.

( So will we sing, and praise thy power.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 8

A

T that time : When much people were gathered together, and were come to Jesus out of every city, he spake by a parable: A sower went out to sow his seed. And the rest.
Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                     Homily 15 on the Gospels 

T

HIS lesson that you have heard from the Holy Gospel, beloved brethren, needs no explanation; but take heed of its warning. What Truth himself has expounded, human frailty does not presume to discuss. Yet there is matter for careful consideration in this explanation given by the Lord: if we ourselves were to tell you that the seed is the word; the field, the world; the birds, the devil; the thorns, riches; you might perhaps entertain doubts as to whether you should believe us. 

( God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them: * Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 

( Behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you. Be fruitful. 

Lesson x

T

HE Lord himself has vouchsafed to expound what he was saying, that you might learn to discover the meaning of those other things that he did not choose to explain personally. In expounding his words, he states that he speaks in parables. Thus he hands on to us his authority, when we, in our frailty, reveal the meaning of his parables to you

( Behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you. * Neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 

( I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. Neither. 
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Lesson xj

W

HO would ever believe me if I had chosen to say that thorns mean riches? As extreme as is the prick of thorns. so is the delight of riches. Yet riches are thorns: they pierce the mind with the stabs of all the anxiety they bring; and when they drag men into sin, then they wound, as though they were drawing blood. According to another Evangelist, in this passage the Lord most aptly called the thorns, not riches, but the deceitfulness of riches. 

(  And the ark rested on the seventh month upon the mountain of Ararat. * And the waters descreased continuaslly until the tenth month.

( In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen. And the.

Lesson xij

T

HOSE riches are deceitful that cannot last for ever: those riches are deceitful that do not dispel our poverty of mind. Those alone are the true riches that make us rich in virtues. Therefore, beloved brethren, if you would be rich, love the true riches. If you seek the highest honour, strive for the kingdom of heaven. If you love glorious rank, make haste to be numbered among the legions of angels. When the word of God sounds in your ear, retain it in your mind. God's word is food for the mind: if you do not retain the word you hear in the stomach of your memory, it is as though a weak stomach were rejecting food. When anyone cannot retain his nourishment, his life is in danger. 

( When much people were gathered together to Jesus, and were come to him out of every city, he spake by a parable: * A sower went out to sow his seed. 

( And as he sowed, some fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredrold. A sower. Glory be. A sower. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke                    Ch. 8, 4-15 

A

T that time : When much people were gathered together, and were come to Jesus out of every city, he spake by a parable: A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be? And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. Now the parable is 
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this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who seest that we put not our trust in any- thing that we do: mercifully grant that by the protection of the Teacher of the Gentiles we may be defended against all adversity.  Through. 

AT LAUDS

Antiphon 1. After thy great goodness,* have mercy upon me, O God.  Psalm Miserere, with the rest of Sunday.  

Antiphon 2. If the Lord * be on my side, I will not fear  what man doeth unto me. 

Antiphon 3. Within the veil * have I called very early in the morning: O God, thou art my  God, early will I seek thee. .

Antiphon 4. Let us sing a hymn * unto the Lord our God.  

Antiphon 5. In the cymbals and dances, * upon the strings and pipe, O praise the Lord.
Chapter                                                                                                        2 Cor. 11

B

RETHREN: Ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face. 

Short (, Incline, Hymn Æterne, and ( Lord, thou hast been, as in the Psalter. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.  When much people * were gathered  together to Jesus,    and were come to him out of  every city, he spake a  parable: A sower went out to sow his seed.   
COLLECT

O

 GOD, who seest that we put not our trust in anything that we do: mercifully grant; that  by   the   protection  of  the  Doctor  of  the  Gentiles  we  may  be
defended against all adversity. Through. 

AT PRIME
Antiphon.  Some seed * fell on good ground, and brought forth fruit with patience.

At the Close of the Chapter, Short Lesson The Lord direct.

AT TERCE

Antiphon.  They who keep the word of God * with an honest and perfect heart   bring forth  fruit with patience.
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Chapter Ye suffer fools, as above. 

( I said, Lord, be merciful unto me. 

( Heal my soul, for I have sinned against thee. 

AT SEXT

Antiphon.  Some seed fell on good ground, and brought forth fruit;  some an humdredfold, and some sixtyfold. 

Chapter                                                                                                     2 Cor. 11 

T

HRICE was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep.

( The Lord is my shepherd, therefore can I lack nothing. 

( He shall feed me in a green pasture. 

AT NONE

Antiphon. If then, brethren, * ye would be truly rich, set your affection on the true riches. 

Chapter                                                                                                       2 Cor. 12 

M

OST gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 ( O cleanse thou me from my secret faults. 

( Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins. 

AT VESPERS

Antiphon and Psalm Dixit Dominus, with the rest  of Sunday.  

Chapter Brethren: ye suffer, as above.

Short (, Hymn  & (  as in the Psalter. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Unto you it is given * to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven: but  to others in parables, said Jesus to his disciples.
Collect O God, who seest, above. 

__________________________________________________________________

Monday

From the Book of Genesis 

Lesson j                                                                                     Ch.7. 1-5, 10-14, 11 

A

ND the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female; and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. ¶ Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; 
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and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth. 

( In the selfsame day Noah went in, and his sons, into the ark, * And his wife and his sons' wives with him. 

( And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, and only Noah remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.  

And his wife. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded him. And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 

( And God remembered Noah, and made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged; * And the rain from heaven was restrained.

( And the waters returned from off the earth continually, and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. And the rain. 

Lesson iij

I

N the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark; they, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth. 

( Forty days and forty nights were the heavens opened, and they went in into the ark, two and two of all flesh wherein is the breath of life. * And the Lord shut them in. 

(  In the selfsame day entered Noah into the ark, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him. And the Lord. Glory be. And the Lord.

 On Magnificat, Antiphon. If  ye seek * the summit of true honour, hasten to yon heavenly country with what speed ye may. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the Book of Genesis 

Lesson j                                                                                                Ch. 8, 1-13 
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A

ND God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged; the fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained. ¶ And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat. 

 Lesson ij 

A

ND the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen. And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made: and he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth. Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground: but the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; and the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth. And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove, which returned not again unto him any more, and it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  The seed * is the word of God, but Christ is the Sower: 

every one  that heareth him shall abide for ever. 
__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the Book of Genesis

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 15-22 

A

ND God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him: every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark. 
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( God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them: * Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 

( Behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you. Be fruitful. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done. While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.

( Behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you. * Neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 

( I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. Neither. 

Lesson iij                                                                                                  Ch. 9,  1-6 

A

ND God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that 

moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. ¶ Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things. But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man. Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.

( In the selfsame day Noah went in, and his sons, into the ark, * And his wife and his sons' wives with him. 

( And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, and only Noah remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. And his wife. Glory be. And his wife.

 On Magnificat, Antiphon. But that * which fell on the good ground are they which in an honest and good heart receive the word; and bring forth fruit with patience.
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Thursday

From the Book of Genesis 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 9, 12-15 

A

ND God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. ¶ And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that 

the bow shall be seen in the cloud: and 1 will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

( The Lord said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; * And behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 

(  Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in it. And behold. 

Lesson ij                                                                                              Ibid. 20-28 

A

ND Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: and he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness. 

( Noah  was a just man and perfect, and Noah walked with God; * According to all that God commanded him, so did he.
( He made him an ark to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. According. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND Noah awoke from his wine. and knew what his younger son had done unto him. And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren. And he said. Blessed be the Lord God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died.

( Forty days and forty nights were the heavens opened, and they went in into the ark, two and two of all flesh wherein is the breath of life. * And the Lord shut them in. 
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( In the selfsame day entered Noah into the ark, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him. And the Lord. Glory be. And the. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Some seed * fell on good ground, and brought forth fruit; some an hundredfold and some sixtyfold. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday 

From the Book of Genesis

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 10, 1-6 

N

OW these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood. The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech and Tiras. And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations. And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. 

( Noah builded an altar unto the Lord, and offered burnt offerings thereon; and the Lord smelled a sweet savour, and blessed him, saying: * Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 
( Behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you. Be fruitful 

Lesson ij                                                                                                 Ch. 11, 1-8 

A

ND the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and bum them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. And they said, Go to, let us build a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 

( I do set  my bow in the clouds, said the Lord unto Noah: * And I will remember my covenant which is between me and you. 

( And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the heaven, that my bow shall be seen in the cloud. And I will. 

Lesson iij

A

ND the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all 
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one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.

( By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, that I will not bring the waters of the flood again upon the earth; I will remember my covenant. * And the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 

( I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. And the. Glory be.  And the. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday
From the Book of Genesis 

Lesson j                                                                                                Ch. 11, 10-30 

T

HESE are the generations of Shem: Shem was an hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after the flood: and Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred years, and begat sons and daughters. And Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and begat Salah: and Arphaxad lived after he begat Salah four hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters. And Salah lived thirty years, and begat Eber: and Salah lived after he begat Eber four hundred and three years, and begat sons and daughters. 

 Lesson ij 

A

ND Eber lived four and thirty years, and begat Peleg: and Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hundred and thirty years. and begat sons and daughters. And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat Reu: and Peleg Jived after he begat Reu two hundred and nine years, and begat sons and daughters. And Reu lived two and thirty years, and begat Serug: and Reu lived after he begat Serug two hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters. And Serug lived thirty years, and begat Nahor: and Serug lived after he begat Nahor two hundred years, and begat sons and daughters. 

 Lesson iij 

A

ND Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and begat Terah: and Nahor lived after he begat Terah an hundred and nineteen years, and begat sons and daughters. And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot. And Haran died before his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees. And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of 
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Haran, the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. But Sarai was barren; she had no child.

SATURDAY BEFORE QUINQUAGESIMA

At Vespers

Chapter                                                                                                      1 Cor. 13

B

RETHREN: Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 

Short (, Hymn  and (  from the Psalter.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Mighty Abraham, *  the father of our faith, offered a burnt offering upon the altar, instead of his son.  
COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, graciously hear our prayers; that we, being loosed from the bonds of our sins, may be defended against all adversity. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY

At Matins, Invitatory.- Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, * And shew ourselves glad in him with psalms.  Hymn, E.H.50 Primo dierum  

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN 
From the Book of Genesis 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 12, 1-19 

N

OW the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred. and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan. 

( Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country and from thy kindred, unto a land that I will shew thee: * And I will make or thee a great nation. 

( I will bless thee and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. And I. 

Lesson ij 
A

ND into the land of Canaan they came. And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was 
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then in the land. And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto the Lord who appeared unto him. And he removed from thence unto a mountain on thc east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Hai on the east: and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord. 

( Abraham stood by the oak of Mamre, and he saw three men coming towards him * He saw Three, and worshipped One.

( Behold, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son, and thou I shalt call his name Isaac. He saw. 

Lesson iij

A

ND Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south. And there was a Famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; For the Famine was grievous in the land. And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon: therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. 

( God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him: * Take now thy son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and offer him for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

( When he was called by the Lord, he answered, Behold, here I am, and the Lord said unto him: Take now

Lesson iv
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ND it came to pass, that, when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman that she was very fair. The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels. And the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife. And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife? why saidst thou, She is my sister? so I might have taken her to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, and go thy way. 

( The Lord said unto Abram, Sarah thy wife shall bbear thee a son in her old age: * And thou shalt call his name Isaac.

(  At the time appoinnted I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and 
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