The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 18  

A

T that time: the disciples carne unto Jesus saying: Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?  And the rest.

Homily by S. Hilary, Bishop                                                    Comm. On Matt. 18
T

HE Lord teaches: Except ye become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. That is, through returning to the simplicity of children we are to do away with the sins of our body and soul. He calls all those, Children, who believe by means of the faith that cometh by hearing. For these obey their father, love their mother, wish no evil to their neighbour, care nothing for riches; are not haughty, not despiteful, they lie not, they believe what they are told, and what they hear they hold as truth.

( When Maccabeus and they that were with him heard that Lysias besieged the holds, they and all the people with lamentation and tears besought the Lord that he would send * A good Angel to deliver Israel. 

( So they went forth together with a willing mind, and as they were at Jerusalem, there appeared before them on horseback one in white clothing. 

Lesson x

W

E are to return, then, to the simplicity of babes; for if we be established therein, we shall bear within us the image of the Lord's humility. Woe unto the world because of offences! The humiliation of the Passion is an offence to the world. Herein lies the greatest stupidity of mankind: that, because of the shame of the cross, it would not accept the Lord of eternal glory. And what is more perilous to the world, than not to accept Christ? 

( O Lord, thou didst send thine Angel in the time of Hezekiah, king of Judah, and didst slay in the host of Sennacherib an hundred, four score and five thousand. * Now also, O Lord of heaven, send thy good Angel before us for a fear and dread unto them. 

( And through the might of thine arm let those be stricken with terror that come against thy holy people to blaspheme. Now also

Blessing May they whose.  

Lesson xj  
F

OR it must needs be, he says, that offences come; because for the accomplishment of the mystery of the giving us back of eternal life, all the humiliation of the Passion had to be fulfilled in him. Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones that believe in me. He made a fitting bond of mutual love, 
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and set it especially on those who truly believed in the Lord. For I say unto you that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. For the Son of man is come to save  that which was lost. 

( If thou wilt hear my voice, and wilt perform all the things that I shall speak, I will be an enemy to thine enemies, and will affiict them that affiict thee. * My Angel shall go before thee. 

( And he shall lead thee into the land which I promised to thy forefathers. My Angel. 

Lesson xij  
T

HEREFORE the Son of man saves, and the Angels see God, and the Angels of the little ones have wardship over the prayers of the faithful. And in wardship the Angels have absolute authority. The Angels daily present to God the prayers of those who are saved through Christ. It is a dangerous thing, therefore, for a man to despise one whose desires and petitions are brought unto the eternal and invisible God by the zealous service and ministry of the Angels. 

( In the presence of the Angels will I sing praise unto thee. I will worship toward thy holy temple, * And praise thy Name, O my God. 

(. Because of thy loving- kindness and truth; for thou hast magnified thy Name and thy Word above all things. And praise. Glory be. And praise. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew            Ch. 18. 1-10 

A

T that time: the disciples came unto Jesus, saying: Who is the greatest in the king- dom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children,. ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come, but woe to that. man by whom that offence cometh! Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into ever. lasting fire. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 
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Collect O God, as below.

AT LAUDS, AND THROUGH THE HOURS
Antiphon 1. God shall give his Angels * charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy   ways. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit  and the rest. 

Antiphon 2. Let us praise the Lord * whom the Angels praise, to whom Cherubim and Seraphim cry aloud, Holy, holy, holy.  
Antiphon 3. Their Angels * do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 
Antiphon 4. Blessed be God, * who hath sent his Angel, and delivered his servants who put  their trust in him. 
Antiphon 5. Praise God, * all ye Angels of his: praise him, all his host. 
Chapter                                                                                                         Ex. 23 

B

EHOLD, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice.

Short ( An Angel stood * At the altar of the temple. An Angel. ( Having in his hand a golden censer. At the. Glory be. An Angel.

Hymn                                            Orbis patrator optime
  Creator of the circling sky,                              4 Let him destroy that hidden snare

   Who madest all by power most high,                  The eager serpent doth prepare,

   Thy Providence will never cease                         Lest we be taken in the net

   To rule thy works in might and peace.                Before our heedless bosoms set.

2 Be present when we cry to thee,                     5 At his command let every fear 

   A sinful people though we be;                           Of hostile foemen disappear;

   And as the day-dawn grows apace                     Let civil strife give way to peace,

   Illume our minds with light of grace.                And pestilence and famine cease. 

3 O send thine Angel thitherward                     6  To God the Father glory be; 

   Assigned by thee to be our guard,                      For those the Saviour setteth free,

   That now his presence may begin                      Anointed by the Holy Ghost 

   To keep us from all stain of sin.                        Are guarded by the Angel host.   Amen. 
( In the presence of the Angels I will sing praise unto thee, O my God. 

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon. And the Angel * that talked with me came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep.  
COLLECT

O

 GOD , who of thy ineffable providence dost vouchsafe to send thy holy Angels to be our guardians: grant unto us thy humble servants; that we may 
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ever both be defended by their protection, and rejoice in their everlasting fellowship. Through. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. Let us praise the Lord. 

Chapter Behold, I send, as above. 

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple. .

( Having in his hand a golden censer.  

AT SEXT

Antiphon. Their Angels. 

Chapter                                                                                                          Ex. 23 

P

ROVOKE him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my Name is in him. 

( The smoke of the incense ascended up before God.  

( Out of the Angel's hand.  

AT NONE

Antiphon. Praise God. 

Chapter                                                                                                         Ex. 23 
B

UT if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries. For mine Angel shall go before thee. 

Short(  as p. 1982

( In the presence of the Angels I will sing praise unto thee, O my God.   . 

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name.   

IN II VESPERS

Antiphons from Lauds, omotting the fourth. Psalms 110, 111, 112,   of Sunday,  and in the last place Psalm 138 Confitebor tibi,  p. 226
Chapter, Behold, I, Short (,  & Hymn as above in I Vespers. 

( In the presence of the Angels I will sing praise unto thee, O my God. 

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.Ye holy Angels, * our Guardians, defend us in time of battle, lest we perish in the dreaded day of judgment. 

Collect O God, as above. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTH OF OCTOBER

ON THE FEAST

OF SS. PLACIDUS AND HIS COMPANIONS, MARTYRS.

Double of the II class
1808

All from the Common of Many Martyrs, p. xlv, except the following..

COLLECT
 O

 GOD, who vouchsafest unto us to celebrate the birthday of thy holy Martyrs Placidus and his Companions: grant that we may rejoice in the everlasting felicity of their fellowship. Through.

In the j. Nocturn,  Lessons, Brethren, we are debtors, p. xlvij.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

P

LACIDUS, born at Rome the son of Tertullus a high nobleman, was as a child consecrated to God and entrusted to Saint Benedict. He became so proficient in the discipline and institutions of the monastic life, that he was numbered among his distinguished disciples.  In secret solitude he was present as  the same godly Benedict besought the fount of heaven. When he was a young man he went out to fetch water, and slipping into the lake, he was miraculously rescued at the command of the same holy Father by S. Maurus the monk, running with dry feet over the waters. He went with him then to Monte Cassino, and in his twenty-second year he was sent to Sicily, to protect the goods and possessions that his father had given to the monastery at Cassino from the greed of certain men. On this journey, having performed many great miracles, being famous for sanctity he came to Messana, and built a monastery not far from the gate on his father's property, collected thirty monks, and promoted the monastic discipline on that island.

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment.

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson vj 
N

ONE was more placid or humble than he: he excelled all in prudence, gravity, mercy, and perpetual tranquillity of soul. He most frequently spend the whole night in contemplation of divine things, sitting a little when overcome by need of sleep. His chief care was for silence; but when he had to speak, every word concerned contempt for the world and the imitation of Christ. He so practised fasting, that he abstained from flesh and all dairy products all year round; but in Lent he was content with bread and cold water only on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays, and passed the other days without any food. He never drank wine, and always wore a hairshirt. 
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(. The Saints of God feared not the blows or the, executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

( They delivered up their bodies  to be punished for God's sake. That they.

Lesson vij

B

UT Placidus shone with so many and so great miracles, that not only from neighbouring places, but from Etruria and Africa sick people flocked to him for healing; although in his well-known humility of soul he was accustomed to ascribe all the miracles he did to the name and merits of S. Benedict. So as he was advancing Christianity by his example of sanctity and the greatness of his miracles, suddenly, in the fifth year after he came to Sicily,  he suffered an invasion of Saracens, together with his brethren Eutychius and Victorinus and his sister the Virgin Flavia,  (who  happened to have come there from Rome in those days to visit her brother)  and also Donatus, Faustus, and the Deacon Firmatus, and thirty monks as they sang at night in the Church. Of these Donatus was beheaded in that place: the rest were taken before the chief pirate Manucha, and when they constantly refused to consent to any worship of idols they were beaten with rods, bound hand and foot, cast into prison without any food, and also beaten with whips every day. But they were divinely sustained, and brought after many days to the tyrant, and being constant in the same faith, they were afflicted again  many times with blows, and hung naked, head downwards, and their mouths filled with volumes of smoke.  And when they had been left for dead, in the opinion of all, the next day they were found alive and their wounds miraculously healed.

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints.

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace

Lesson viij
T

HEN the tyrant attacked the Virgin Flavia separately, and profiting nothing by threats or promises, commanded her to to be hung, naked, by her feet from a high beam. And when the tyrant insulted and reproached her for the  shame of her nakedness, the virgin said, There is one Author and Founder of the sea and of woman, namely God; wherefore neiher this sex, nor this nakedness, shall diminish me with him, even as I bear it for love of him, who for my sake was willing not only to be stripped naked, but even to suffer on the Cross. At which answer Manucha was enraged, and delivered the Virgin to the tormentors to be beaten with fisticuffs, tormented with smoke and violated. But as the Virgin prayed to God, it came to pass by divine power, that as often as they tried to approach her, suddenly all their limbs were corrupted with pain and stupor. Then the tyrant 
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attacked Placidus, brother of the Virgin, and as he demonstrated the vanity of idols to him, he commanded his mouth and teeth to be crushed by stones, and his tongue torn out by the root. But as he nevertheless spoke clearly and rapidly with his tongue removed, he comanded Placidus with his sister and brothers to be laid flat with huge weights of anchors and millstones. And when they had escaped whole even from those torments, finally thirty-six  from the one family of Placidus were beheaded on the shore of the Mamertine port and obtained the palm of martyrdom on the fifth of October, in the year of salvation five hundred and thirty-nine. After some days, Gordian, a monk from the same monastery who had taken to flight, found all their bodies intact and buried them with tears. But the tyrants not long afterwards paid the penalty of their cruelty, being drowned in the avenging waves of the sea.. 

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to John
Lesson ix                                                                                                    Ch.12, 24.

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Verily, verily I say unto you., Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                                 Homily 51 on John  

T

HE Lord Jesus himself was the corn of wheat that must be mortified and multiplied: mortified by the Jews, multiplied by the faith of the nations. But now, exhorting men to follow in the footsteps of his Passion: He that loveth, says he, his life, shall lose it. Which may be understood in two ways. He that loveth, shall lose: that is, If thou lovest, lose: if thou desirest to keep life in Christ, fear not death for Christ.

( Because of  the covenant of the Lord, and the laws of their fathers, the Saints of God abode in brotherly love:  * For one spirit and one faith was ever in them.

( Behold how good and joyful a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. For one.

Lesson x
A

LSO in another way: He that loveth his life shall lose it. Love not, lest thou lose: love it not in this life, lest thou lose it in life eternal. But this that I have put last seems more agreeable to the mind of the Gospel, for the Lord goes on to 
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say: And he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. Therefore in what was said above, He that loveth (in this world;) the same, of course, shall lose it. But he that hateth it, of course, in this world, the same shall keep it unto life eternal. 

( O come, my Saints,  who in the flesh did have sore conflict, * And I will render unto you a reward of your labours.

( Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom. And I will.  

Lesson xj
A

 GREAT and marvellous thought, how to love one's own soul should be to lose it; and to hate it, not to lose it! If thou hast loved it ill, then hast thou hated; if hated, well, thou hast loved. Happy they that hate their souls, to the keeping thereof, that they may not lose them by the loving thereof. But take heed lest there steal upon thee a wish to make away with thyself, while thou takest it in that sense, that it is thy duty to hate thine own life in this world. 

( The bodies of the Saints are buried in peace, * And their names live for evermore. 

( The people will tell of the wisdom of the Saints, and the congregation will shew forth their praise. And their. 

Lesson xij  
F

OR hence certain malignant and perverse men, who are in their own persons a more cruel and wicked sort of murderers, give themselves to the flames, choke themselves in the waters, dash themselves in pieces by casting themselves headlong, and perish. Christ taught not this: nay, when the devil suggested that he should cast himself headlong, he answered, Get thee behind me, Satan: it is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. But to Peter he said, signifying by what death he should glorify God: When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkest whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, another shalt gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. Where he hath said expressly enough, that not by himself, but by another must that man be put to death, who would follow in Christ's footsteps. 

( The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no torment  touch them: in the sight of the unwise they seem to die, * But they are in peace. 

( God proved them, and found them worthy for himself. But they. Glory be. But they.

The Continuation of the holy Gospel according to John.                          Ch.12, 24.

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Verily, verily I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it

1812

die, it bringeth forth mudl fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it: and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve me, let him follow me: and where I am, there shall also my servant he: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.
__________________________________________________________________ 

THE SEVENTH OF OCTOBER

SAINT JUSTINA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR

Double

All from the Common of a Virgin and Martyr, p. cxiij,  except the following.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of the Blessed Virgin and Martyr Justina: mercifully grant: that as we rejoice in her merits, so we may follow the example of her conversation. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Mark, Pope and Confessor

Antiphon. O thou Priest and Bishop,  thou worker of mighty works,   thou  good   shepherd   of the  people,  pray  unto  the  Lord  for us.   
 The Lord loved him, and adorned him.  He clothed him with a robe of glory.

COLLECT

H

EAR, O Lord, our prayers, and at the intercession of blessed Mark, thy Confessor and Bishop, graciously grant us pardon and peace. Through. 

Afterwards commemoration is made of SS. Sergius, Bacchus, Marcellus and Apuleius, Martyrs. 

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 
( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. ( And be joyful,all ye that are true of heart. 

COLLECT

M

AY the blessed example of thy holy Martyrs, Sergius, Bacchus, Marcellus and Apuleius be ever with us, O Lord: and make us alway fervent in thy love. Through. 

In the j. Nocturn, Lessons Concerning Virgins, unless a Scripture occur. 

( j. Come O Bride. ( iv. This is a Virgin

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

 Lesson v
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J

USTINA, a Virgin, of Patavia, daughter of the illustrious Vitalianus, and his equally noble wife Præpedigna, took in with her nurse's milk the Christian Faith which her parents had received from Prosdocimus, a disciple of S. Peter, and devoutly practised.  Being deprived of her parents almost as an infant, she was entrusted to Bishop Prodocimus to be educated: who taught the girl to subject the nobility of race to the humility of Christ, to conquer bodily form with beauty of soul, to convey riches through the hands of the poor into heavenly treasure, and to accustom herself to all duties of true piety, by which a Christian Virgin is armed for the battle of Faith, and adorned for the couch of her Bridegroom.

Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and.righteousness: * And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.And thy.

Lesson vj

W

HENCE Justina, mature in morals rather than years, not yet ready for marriage, was full grown for martyrdom. For when the ruler Maximus, raging against the Christians of Patavia, summoning her to the tribunal for the faith of Christ, saw that he could neither frighten her with threats nor soften her with blandishments, he ordered the breast of the brave Virgin to be transfixed with a sword. And so Justina joyfully offered to Jesus Christ the flower of virginity  empurpled with her blood on the seventh of October. ((Which feast day of the virginis the devout republic of Venice solemnly celebrates on account of the victory gained thereon by the Christians on the Echina Islands over the Turks.))
 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: *  Wherefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee wIth the oil of gladness. 

Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness:  Wherefore. 

Lesson vij

P

RODOCIMUS buried her body near the field of martyrdom in the place where the Christians secretly assembled at that time  for prayer, and a chapel was  placed by Prosdocimus, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary: where, a temple being dedicated later to God in honour of Justina,  day and night praises swelled famously to God from the community of monks living there; by whose example and works under Justina's patronage the observation of the Benedictine Rule, which had been neglected, was restored and propagated throughout Italy by the monks of Cassino, who from their black robes are commonly called Nigri.  
( O ye wise Virgins, arise, and trim your lamps: * behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.
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( At midnight there was a cry made. Behold.

Lesson viij 

I

 N the Church of Justina at Venice to the present day a sacred rock is visited impressed with  small indentations which are said to be the marks of her knees, while returning from her suburban property, being sudenly seized by the soldiers on a narrow bridge, and rushing forwards from the waggon in which she was travveling, and rolling on the flintstones, was commending to God her chastity and modesty, (which she anxiously feared lest it be violated), with such ardour and force of prayer, that the hardness of the stone yielded to the vehemence of spirit impelling the Virgin's body.  

 The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company, and shall be brought unto the King: * With joy and gladness shall they be brought. 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously and reign. With joy.  Glory be.  With joy.

In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel The kingdom of heaven shall be  likened unto ten virgins, p. cxxj.
For S. Mark, Pope and Confessor

Lesson xij 

M

ARK of Rome, Pope during the reign of the Emperor Constantine the Great, decreed that the Bishop of Ostia, by whom the Bishop of Rome is consecrated, should use the pallium. He built two Churches at Rome, one in the City, and the other on the via Ardeatina: which Constantine enlarged and adorned with generous gifts. He lived in his Pontificate for eight months, and was buried in the cemetery of Balbina.

 Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will  make thee ruler over many things: * Enter thou  into the joy of thy Lord. 

 Lord thou deliveredst unto me  five talents; behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. Enter thou. Glory be. Enter thou.

In Lauds commemoration is made of S. Mark. 

Antiphon. Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things,  saith the Lord.
(  The Lord guided the righteous in right paths.( And shewed him the kingdom of God. 

Collect Hear, O Lord, above.
Then of the holy Martyrs Sergius and his Companions. 
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Antiphon The very hairs of your head are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice in their beds. 

Collect May the blessed example, as above. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

The Ninth of October

On the Feast of SS. Dionysius (Denys), Rusticus, and Eleutherius, Martyrs Semidouble

All from the Common of many Martyrs, p. xlv, except the following. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who on this day didst strengthen blessed Dionysius, thy Martyr and Bishop, with the virtue of constancy in his passion, and didst vouchsafe to join unto him Rusticus and Eleutherius for the preaching of thy glory to the Gentiles: grant us, we beseech thee; by their example, to despise for love of thee the prosperity of the world, and to fear none of its adversities. 
In the j. Nocturn, Lessons Brethren: We are debtors, p. xlvij, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

D

IONYSIUS of Athens, one of the Areopagite judges, was a man instructed in all kinds of learning. He had been wandering in the errors of paganisn until, on the day when Christ the Lord was nailed to the Cross, noticing that the sun was unnaturally weak, he is reported to have exclaimed: Either the God of nature is suffering, or the fabric of the world is breaking up. 

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt.* Dry land appeared,and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment. 

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out, and the streams flowed withal. Dry land

Lesson vj

B

UT when the Apostle Paul, coming to Athens, and being brought into the Areopagus, gave the reason for the doctrine which he preached, affirming that Christ the Lord had risen, and would restore all the dead to life; both many others, and Dionysius himself believed in Christ. And so by the Apostle he was both baptized and set over the Church of Athens. 
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( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the Name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. That they.   

Lesson vij 

L

ATER he came to Rome, and was sent into Gaul by Pope Clement to preach the Gospel. Rusticus, a priest, and Eleutherius, a deacon, accompanied him as far as Paris: where he converted many to the Christian religion, and for this reason the prefect Fescennius had him and his companions beaten with rods; since he still steaifastly continued to preach the Christian faith, he was thrown upon a gridiron over a lighted fire, and suffered many other torments together with his companions. 

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering : and he hath care for Gis elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints. 

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace 

Lesson viij

B

UT since they all boldly and valiantly endured these various torments, Dionysius, being over a hundred years old, was beheaded with his companions on the ninth of October. And this memory is handed down about him, that he picked up his severed head, and carried it forward in his hands, up to two miles. He wrote some admirable and truly heavenly books, on the divine names, on the celestial and ecclesiastical hierarchy, on mystical theology, and some others. 

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                      Ch.12 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: beware ye of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. And the rest. 

Homily by S.Bede the Venerable, Priest.                                 Bk.4 on Luke, Ch.12

T

OUCHING this leaven, the Apostle warns us: Therefore let us keep the feast: not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. For as a little leaven corrupts the 
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whole lump into which it is thrown, and soon spreads its own savour over all; so hypocrisy, when once it has tainted the soul, quickly deprives it of all sincerity and truth. This, then, is the meaning: Take heed lest you become like the hypocrites; for the time will certainly come when your virtue and their hypocrisy shall be shown to all. 

( Because of  the covenant of the Lord, and the laws of their fathers, the Saints of God abode in brotherly love:  * For one spirit and one faith was ever in them.

( Behold how good and joyful a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. For one.

Lesson x

T

HE words that follow: Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; need not be taken as referring to the future life alone, when the secrets of all hearts shall be brought to light, but apply equally to this present world. For those things that, under the shadow of afflictions, in the gloom of dungeons, the Apostles either spoke or suffered; now, that the Church is glorified throughout the world, are openly proclaimed in the reading of their Acts.

( O come, my Saints,  who in the flesh did have sore conflict, * And I will render unto you a reward of your labours.

( Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom. And I will.  

Lesson xj

B

E not afraid of them that kill the body. If the persecutors of the Saints, having killed their bodies, can do no more to them; then they rage in impotent madness, who cast out the lifeless members of the Martyrs to be torn by wild beasts and birds of prey, since no such means can stay the omnipotence of God from restoring them to life. 

( The bodies of the Saints are buried in peace, * And their names live for evermore. 

( The people will tell of the wisdom of the Saints, and the congregation will shew forth their praise. And their. 

Lesson xij 

T

HERE are, then, two kinds of persecutors: of the first kind are they who are openly cruel: the second are they who are feignedly and deceitfully kind. Against both our Saviour would fortify and strengthen us, warning us to beware of the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, above, and here, not to be afraid of the blows of our tormentors. For indeed it is clear enough, that after death, neither the cruelty 

1818

of the one, nor the deceitfulness of the other, will have power to do us harm. Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings? If, he says, God cannot forget even these smallest of creatures, borne hither and thither through the air in their flight, you, who are made in the image of the Creator, ought not to be afraid of such as kill the body; since he who rules the beasts that are without reason will not fail in his care for rational men.

( The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no torment  
touch them: in the sight of the unwise they seem to die, * But they are in peace.

( God proved them, and found them worthy for himself. But they. Glory be. But they. 

The Continuation of the holy Gospel according to Luke.                                Ch.12 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: beware ye of the leaven of the   Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed: neither hid, that shall not be known. Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be beard in the light: and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. And I say unto you my friends. Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you. Fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God? But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows. Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God.

In ij Vespers from the Chapter of the following, commemoration of the preceding.

__________________________________________________________________

The Tenth of October

S. Paulinus, Bishop and Copnfessor

Semidouble

All from the Common of a Confessor Bishop, p.lxxj, except the following.

COLLECT

H

EAR, our prayers, we beseeech thee, O Lord: and at the intercession of blessed Paulinus, thy Confessor and Bishop, facourably receive our supplications. Through.

Then commemoration is made of SS. Dionysius, etc., Martyrs.

Antiphon. In the heavenly kingdom  rejoice the souls of the Blessed, who  
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followed the footsteps of Christ their Master: and since for love of him they poured forth their life-blood, therefore do they exult for ever.

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice In their beds.

In the j. Nocturn, Lessons This is a true saying, p. lxxiij, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

P

AULINUS, a monk of Rome, a disciple of Pope S. Gregory, was sent to England with Augustine and his companions to preach, and was ordained first by Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, as Bishop of Northumbria,  that is, of those English who lived on the North bank of the Humber river, and was sent to them together with  Ethelburga daughter of Ethelbert king of Canterbury, she being engaged to marry Edwin their king, who was still a pagan, but agreed to allow the queen and her companions to lead a Christian life; the king promising also to examine the Christian religion diligently, and if he found it more holy and more worthy of God, to become a Christian.

( I have found  David my servant,  with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

( The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand. 

Lesson vj

S

O arriving as companion of the girl to be married, she strove with all her strength to persuade the nation to whom she was going  to acknowledge the truth and to present it in the Apostle's words as a chaste virgin to Christ as to one husband. So first, with the  immediate consent of the king himself, he baptized the daughter whom Edwin accepted from Ethelburga: then he strongly urged the  king, as he hesitated about embracing the Christian Faith, to deliberate the matter with his people: in which deliberaton Paulinus so exerted himself that first he converted the high priests of the idols, and then the king joyfully accepted the faith of Christ; and one of the idol priests,  dismounting, seizing his spear and throwing it at the temple,  persuaded the rest to destroy the idols.  

( I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the

people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

( I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vij
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S

O the king, hastily erecting a wooden basilica at York, in which he received holy Baptism from the same Paulinus, then had it built in stone in honour of S. Peter the Prince of the Apostles, and made it an Episcopal See. From which so great a fervour of faith arose, and desire for the laver of salvation, that after all the royal sons had been washed therein, for some thirty-six days together, from morning until evening,  without any pause, with exceeedingly  devout energy, S. Paulinus exerted himself in catechizing the people and baptizing   them in the river Glenny. And then turning to the southern bank of the river Humber, and preaching to that people, he converted Blecca, ruler of the city of Lincoln and all his house to the faith, and erected a stone Church, in which every year many miracles were performed.

( This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 
( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May

he.

Lesson viij

P

 AULINUS was greatly assisted in these works of piety by encouraging letters of Popes Boniface V and Honorius I  to king Edwin, and from the second of these he received also the pallium. But when the king was killed, and a great overthrow resulted inf the Church of Northumbria,  saint Paulinus returned with the queen to Kent, whence he had set out at first. And there he undertook the sare of the Church at Rochester, which was without a shepherd, until he also in his time rose to the heavenly realms with glorious fruit  of his labour on the tenth of October in the year of the Lord six hundred and fifty-four. *  
( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him.

In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel,  Watch, from the Common in the ij. place, p. . lxxxviij

__________________________________________________________________

THE FOURTEENTH OF OCTOBER

ON THE FEAST OF S. CALLISTUS, POPE AND MARTYR

DOUBLE

__________________________________________________________________

· the 1925 edition says: A.D. 644. 
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All from the Common of one Martyr, xxv, except the following. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who seest that we fail by reason of our infirmity: through the example of thy Saints mercifully restore us to the love of thee. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons From Miletus, p. xxvij, unless a Scripture occur. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

C

ALLISTUS, a Roman, presided over the Church when Antoninus Heliogabalus was Emperor. He instituted the four Ember seasons of the year, on which fasting, received by apostolic tradition, was to be observed. 

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him £rom his enenies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave. 

Lesson vj

H

E built the Basilica of Saint Mary across the Tiber ,and enlarged the old cemetery on the Appian Way, in which many holy priests and Martyrs were buried:whence it is called, after him,the cemetery of Callistus. It was characteristic of his piety that he had a search made with diligence for the body of blessed Calepodius, presbyter and Martyr, which had been thrown into the Tiber, and buried it honourably when found. 

( O Lord,thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips. 

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not. 

Lesson vij 

F

OR having washed in baptism Palmatius, of consular rank, and Simplicius of senatorial dignity, Felix, and Blanda, who all afterwards suffered martyrdom, he was sent to prison, where he wonderfully restored to health the soldier Privatus, who was full of ulcers, and united him to Christ:for which the latter, having only just received the faith, was beaten to death with leaden whips. 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold. 

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. And set 
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Lesson vj 

C

ALLISTUS was in his See for five years, one month, and twelve days. In five ordinations, in the month of December, he made sixteen priests, four deacons, and eight bishops. After long starvation and repeated scourgings he was thrown head-first into a well, and having thus been crowned with martyrdom under the Emperor Alexander, he was placed in the cemetery of Calepodius on the Via Aurelia, three miles from the City, on the fourteenth of October. Afterwards his body was taken into the Basilica of Saint Mary across the Tiber, which had been built by him, and is honoured with the greatest veneration beneath the high altar

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Lesson ix


                                                                    Ch. 10

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples : There is nothing covered that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known. And the rest.

Homily by S.Hilary, Bishop.
                                  Comm. on Matthew, can.16

O

UR Lord indicates the day of judgment, which will make manifest the hidden secret of our desire; and those things which are now thought to be concealed shall be revealed to the light of the knowledge of all. Hence, he warns us not to fear the threats, nor the counsels, nor the power of those who persecute us; for the day of judgment will reveal that they were all empty and vain. 

 ( A crown of gold  upon his head, * Wherein is engraved holiness, an ornament

of honour, a costly work.  

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. Wherein is.

Lesson x
W

HAT  I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. We do not read that the Lord was wont  to preach  at night, or  to deliver his teaching in darkness, but all his words were darkness
to carnal men, and all his discourses were as night to the unbelieving.

(.This is a true Martyr,  who shed his blood for Christ's name: *  Who feared not the threats of the judges, nor sought to be great with worldly glory, but pressed on into the kingdom of heaven.
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(. The Lord guided the righteous in right paths and shewed him the kingdom of God.  Who feared not.  

Lesson xj

A

ND so, it is our Lord's will that that which he has spoken shall be freely proclaimed in faith and in confession. He commands, therefore, that what he has said in darkness shall be told in the light; and that what has been confided to the ears in secret shall be declared upon thehousetops, that is, with the loud voice of a public crier. For we ought constantly to spread abroad the knowledge of God, and make known the deepest secrets of the evangelical teaching in the light of apostolic preaching, not fearing them, who, while they can work their will upon the body, have nevertheless no authority over the soul; but rather to fear God, who has power to destroy both body and soul in hell.

( Thou hast crwoned him with glory and honour, O Lord, and madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. * Thou has put all things in subjection under his feet.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessingas of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. Thou hast put. 

Lesson xij

A

ND fear not them which kill the body. Therefore we ought not to fear anything that may befall our bodies, not suffer ourselves to grieve in any way at the destruction of the flesh; when having returned to the condition of its nature and origin,  it  again  assumes  the  nature  of  a  spiritual  soul.  And  since we who are confirmed by such teachings ought to be bold and constant in our confession of God, our Lord added a condition, which is to bind us, by saying that he will deny, before his Father In heaven, any man who has denied him before men upon earth; but that he will confess in heaven the man who has confessed him before men; and that he will bear witness to us in the presence of his Father in the same way that we have borne witness to his name in the presence of men. 

(  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for when he is tried he shall receive the crown of life, * Which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 

( He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. Which the. Glory be. Which the. 

The Continuation of the holy Gospel according to Matthew.                        Ch. 10

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples : There is nothing covered that shall not be revealed; and hid, that shall not be known.   What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light: and what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops. And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
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soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

THE SIXTEENTH OF OCTOBER

S.GALL, ABBOT

DOUBLE

All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop, p. xcvj, except the following.

COLLECT

O

 LORD, we beseech thee, let the intercession of the blessed Abbot Gall commend us unto thee: that those things which for our own merits we cannot ask, we may through his advocacy obtain. Through. 

In the j. Nocturn, Lessons Though the righteous, p. xcvij, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

G

ALL, an Abbot, by birth one of the noble Scots, as a young man chose the life of poverty in the monastery of Benchor in Ireland, and always strove for humility, obedience and perfect sublission. But then, flourishing excellently not only in morals but also in the fame of his genius, and knowledge and use of the holy Scriptures, he followed Saint Columbanus to Britain, and from there crossed into Gaul: and there by the wish of Sigebert the king he lived a solitary life in Luxovia, and brough many to the faith of Christ, and many also to the practice of the monastic life.

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him £rom his enenies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave. 

Lesson vj

B

UT since S. Columbanus did not cease to speak against King Theodoric's marriage, he was driven out of Luxovia on the instigation of Queen Brunehilde,  was received by the power of  Theodebert king of the Austrasians, and settled in Germany first by Lake Turricinum, and then near the town of Brigantium, having dedicated a temple to S. Aurelia. But since Gall was everywhere destroying the evil of idolatry, demolishing temples and images, he 
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provoked the hatred of pagans. As Columbanus also thought they should retreat from them, he himself moved to Agylulphus king of the Lombards, Leaving Gall, detained by fevers, in Germany with the monks Magnoaldus and Theodore.

 The Lord loved him  and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. * And at the gates of paradise he crowned him 

The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at.

Lesson vij

B

 UT Gall, noiw in his eighty-fifth year, as soon as he revocered, went into the desert with the aforesaid disciples, and sanctified it with three years' fasting, prayers and tears, and founded a monastery. Wherein he imbued many brethren with monastic disciplines and the understanding of the divine Scriptures, and taught the people around to follow the faith of Christ. He castigated his body with humger, a hairshirt and last of all a chain in such secrecy, that even his disciples did not come to know, while he lived, either of his bronze chain or of his goathair shirt, which he used for that exercise. When he freed Fridiburgia, daughter of the duke of Germany and wife of king Sigebert, from a fierce demon, he broke up all  the duke's opulent gifts and spent them on the poor at Arbona. He refused to accept the See of Constance and the Abbacy of Luxivia. He foresaw in Germany that Comumbanus had made a most holy end to his life of service in Italy.
 This man did  according unto all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

 This is he which hated his life In this world, and is come unto life eternal.  For thee. 

Lesson viij

A

T last, having recalled many peoples from the service of idols, after preaching the Gospel after solemn Mass on the very day of S, Michael the Archangel at Arbona, having fallen into a fever in the aforesaid town, he expired  in that hands of his disciples in the year of the Lord six hundred and twenty-four, the seventh of Pope Boniface V, in the ninety-fifth year of his own age and on the sixteenth day of October. But since he could in no way be buried there, he was taken into the holy desert by tireless horses , with candles burning continually on the carriage, and was buried in his chapel by the hands of John, Bishop of Constance, his former disciple, and of the brethren, where he was famous for miracles.

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.
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( He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, O Lord. And hast.  Glory be. And
In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Behold, we have left,  from the Common of Abbots. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE EIGHTEENTH OF OCTOBER

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT LUKE, EVANGELIST

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

All from the Common of Apostles, p. ij, except the following. 

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that the holy Evangelist Luke may intercede for us: who for the honour of thy name continually bare in his own body the mortification of the cross. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons Now it came to pass, from the Common of Evangelists, p. xiv. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book by Saint Jerome, Priest, on Ecclesiastical Writers. 

Lesson v                                                                                                            Ch. 7 

L

UKE, a physician of San Antioch, as his writings indicate, was not unskilled in the Greek language. An adherent of the Apostle Paul, and companion of all his journeying, he wrote a Gospel, concerning which the same Paul says: We have sent with him the brother, whose praise is in the Gospel throughout all the churches. And to the Colossians: Luke the beloved physician salutes you. And to Timothy: Luke only is with me. 

( I saw  a great people  who had received glorious garments of the Lord. and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God.

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through .the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying:  These men are. 

Lesson vj

H

E also wrote another excellent volume to which he prefixed the title, Acts of the Apostles; a history which extends to the second year of Paul's sojourn at Rome, that is, to the fourth year of Nero, from which we learn that the fbook was composed in that same city. Therefore the Acts of Paul and Thecla, and all the 
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fable about the lion baptized by him, we reckon among the tt apocryphal writings, for how is it possible that the inseparable companion of the Apostle in his other affairs, alone should have been ignorant of this thing?  

( Blessed.are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven.
( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from  their company, and shall reproach you, and cast  out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice.

Lesson vij
M

OREOVER Tertullian, who lived near those times, mentions a certain presbyter in Asia, an adherent of the Apostle Paul, who was convicted by John of having been the author of this book, and who, confessing that he did this for love of Paul. resigned his office of presbyter. Some think,that whenever in his Epistles Paul says: According to my Gospel, he means the book by Luke. 

( These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms.

( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are  they.

Lesson viij 

L

UKE had learned the Gospel not only from Paul, who had not been with the Lord in the flesh, but from the other Apostles as well. This he too at the beginning of the work declares, saying, Even as they delivered unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word. So he wrote the Gospel as he had heard it, but composed the Acts of the Apostles as he himself had seen. He lived tor eighty-four years, and had no wife. He is buried at Constantinople, to which city, in the twentieth year of Constantine, his bones were transferred from Achaia, together with the remains of Andrew the Apostle. 

( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands: they shall remember thy Name, O Lord. * Throughout all generations.

( Exceedingly honoured are thy friends, O God: firmly established is their princedom.  Throughout. Glory be. Throughout. 

In the third Nocturn Homily by Saint Ambrose, Bishop, on the Gospel, The Lord appointed, from the Common of Evangelists, p. xvij. 
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The Twenty-first of October

Saint Hilarion, Abbot

COLLECT

O

 LORD,we beseech thee, let the intercession of the blessed Abbot Hilarion canmend us unto thee: that those things which  for our own merits we cannot ask, we may through his advocacy obtain. Through. 

And commemoration is made of SS. Ursula and her Companions. 

In Vespers and Lauds, Antiphon.

O ye wise Virgins, arise, and trim your lamps:for behold the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.  

( The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company.

( And shall be brought unto thee. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, O Lord our God, that we may at all times so devoutly honour the triumphs of thy holy Virgins and Martyrs Ursula and her Companions: that, although we cannot worthily shew forth their praise, yet we may continually honour them with lowly service. Through. 

Lesson ij 

H

ILARION, from Tabatha in Palestine, of pagan parents, was sent to Alexandria to study, and there flourished to the praise of his life and intelligence: and adopting the religion of Jesus Christ, he advanced wonderfully in faith and charity. For he was often in Church, zealous in fasting and prayer: he despised all lures of pleasures and desire for earthly things. And as the name of Antony was very famous in Egypt, he set forth into the desert in a desire to see him, and spent two months with him learning all his way of life. He returned home, and when his parents had died, distributed all his goods to the poor: and being no more than fifteen years old, returned into the desert: where he raised a very small house which would barely hold him, in which he lay on the ground. But the sack he wore, once he had put it on, he never washed or changed, since he said it was superfluous to seek cleanliness in a hairshirt. 

Lesson iij 

H

E was much occupied in reading and meditation of holy Scripture. For food he took a few figs and the juice of herbs, and these he did not eat until sunset. His continence and humility were beyond belief. And with these and other virtues he overcame various horrible temptations of the devil, and cast out innumerable demons from the bodies of people in many parts of the world. And when he was eighty years old, and had built many monasteries, and was renowned for miracles, he fell sick: and as his spirit struggled with extreme pain against the force of that 
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disease, he said: Go forth, why dost thou fear? go forth, my soul, why dost thou hesitate ? nigh seventy years thou hast served Christ, and dost thou fear death? With these words he breathed his last. 

( after Lesson xij, if it is said of SS. Ursula etc., Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: * enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

Lord,  thou deliveredst unto me five talents; behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.  Enter thou. Glory be. Enter thou.

For commemoration of S. Hilarion in Lauds, Antiphon. Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things,  saith the Lord.
(  The Lord guided the righteous in right paths.

( And shewed him the kingdom of God. Collect O Lord, as above in Vespers.
__________________________________________________________________

1926:

THE TWENTY-FOURTH OF OCTOBER

S. RAPHAEL, ARCHANGEL

GREATER DOUBLE
IN I VESPERS

Antiphons from Lauds below, omitting the fourth.  Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113 of Sunday. 
Chapter                                                                                                           Tob. 12 

N

OW therefore, when thou didst pray, and Sara thy daughter in law, I did bring the remembrance of your prayers before the Holy One: and when thou didst bury the dead, I was with thee likewise. 

Short ( The smoke of the incense * Ascended up before God. The smoke. ( Out of the Angel's hand. Ascended up. Glory be. The smoke. 

Hymn: E.H. 242, vv.1, 4, 5, 6. 

Christe, sanctorum decus Angelorum
CHRIST, the fair glory of the holy Angels,

                                Thou who hast made us, thou who o'er us rulest, 

                                Grant of thy mercy unto us thy servants 

                                Steps up to heaven. 

                            4  Send thy Archangel, Raphael, the restorer.                

                               Of the misguided ways of men who wander, 

                               Who at thy bidding strengthens soul and body 

                               With thine anointing. . 
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                           5  May the blest Mother of our God and Saviour, 

                               May the assembly of the Saints in glory, 

                               May the celestial companies of Angels 

                               Ever assist us.

                           6  Father almighty, Son and Holy Spirit, 

                               God ever blessed, be thou our preserver; 

                               Thine is the glory which the Angels worship 

                               Veiling their faces.                                           Amen

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple. 

( Having in his hand a golden censer. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. I am Raphael * the Angel, that stand before the Holy One: wherefore bless  ye God for ever, and confess ye all his great and wonderful doings. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst give blessed Raphael the Archangel unto thy servant Tobias for a companion on his way: grant to us thy servants; that we may ever be guarded by his protection and strengthened by his help. Through. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory.-  The Lord, the King of the Archangels, *  O come, let us worship. Psalm 95 Venite

Hymn E.H. 242, vv,1, 4 ,5, 6 Christe, sanctorum, as above. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Antiphon. Tobias went forth * and found a young man girded and ready to journey, and not knowing that he was an Angel, he saluted him. Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster 

Antiphon. The Angel Raphael * hid himself, and said: I am Azarias, the son of Ananias the great. Psalm  11 In Domino confido 

Antiphon. I will bring * thy son safely into the land of Media, and bring him back safely to thee again. Psalm 15  Domine, quis habitabit?

Antiphon. And the Angel said: * Take the fish by the gill, and draw him out of the water. Psalm 19  Cæli enarrant 

Antiphon. Tell me, * I beseech thee, brother Azarias, to what use are those parts of the fish which thou hast bidden me to keep? Psalm 24. Domini est terra

Antiphon. The gall is healing * to the eyes, but the virtue of the heart and of the liver puts to flight the power of the devil. Psalm 34 Benedicam Domino 

( There was given unto the Angel much incense. ( That he should offer it upon the golden altar, which is before the eyes of the Lord. 

From the Book of Tobit 
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Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 12, 1-22 

T

HEN Tobit called his son Tobias, and said unto him, My son, see that the man have his wages, which went with thee: and thou must give him more. And Tobias said unto him, O father, it is no harm to me to give him the half of those things whicj I have brought: for he hath brought me again to thee in safety, and made whole my wife, and brought me the money, and likewise healed thee. Then the old man said, It is due unto him. So he called the angel, and he said unto him, Take half of all that ye have brought, and go away in safety. 

 ( The prayers  of them both were heard before the majesty of the great God: * And holy Raphael the Angel of the Lord was sent to heal them both, whose prayers had been made at the same time in the presence of the Lord. 

( Tobit and Sara in their troubles betook themselves to prayer with tears. And holy. 

Lesson ij 

T

HEN he took them both apart, and said unto them, Bless God, praise him, and magnify him, and praise him for the things which he hath done unto you in the sight of all that live. It is good to praise God, and exalt his name, and honourably to shew forth the works of God; therefore be not slack to praise him. It  is good to keep close the secret of a king, but it is honourable to reveal the works of God. Do that which is good, and no evil shall touch you. Prayer is good with fasting and alms and righteousness. A little with righteousness is better than much with unrighteousness. It is better to give alms than to lay up gold: for alms doth deliver from death, and shall purge away all sin. Those that exercise alms and righteousness shall be filled with life: but they that sin are enemies to their own life. 

( Tobias went forth and found a well-favoured young man, girded, and ready to journey; and he saluted him, and said: * From whence art thou, O good young man? 

( And not knowing that he was an Angcl of the Lord, he saluted him, and said. From whence.

Lesson iij

S

URELY I will keep close nothing from you. For I said, It was good to keep close the secret of a king, but that it was honourable to reveal the works of God. Now therefore, when thou didst pray, and Sara thy daughter in law, I did bring the remembrance of your prayers before the Holy One: and when thou didst bury the dead, I was with thee likewise. And when thou didst not delay to rise up, and leave thy dinner, to go and cover the dead, thy good deed was not hid from  
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me: but I was with thee. And now God hath sent me to heal thee and Sara thy daughter in law. I am Raphael, one of the seven holy angels, which present the prayers of the saints, and which go in and out before the glory of the Holy One.

( The Angel went in unto Tobit, and saluted him, and said: Joy be always with thee: * Be of good courage, for thy cure from God is at hand. 

( And Tobit answering said: What joy shall be to me, who sit in darkness and see not the light of hcaven?  Be of.

Lesson iv

T

HEN they were both troubled, and fell upon their faces: for they feared. But he said unto them, Fear not, for it shall go well with you; praise God therefore. For not of any favour of mine, but by the will of our God I came; wherefore praise him for ever. All these days I did appear unto you; but I did neither eat nor drink, but ye did see a vision. Now therefore give God thanks: for I go up to him that sent me; but write all these things which are done in a book. And when they arose, they saw him nomore. Then they confessed the great and wonderful works of God, and how the angel of the Lord had appeared unto them. 

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple, having a golden tenser in his hand, and was given unto him much incense: * And the smoke of the incense ascended up before the Lord out of the Angel's hand. 

( Before the Angels will I sing praise unto thee; I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name, O Lord. And the. Glory be. And the.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Here is Sara, * the daughter of Raguel, who shall be given thee for a wife, and all her substance with her. Psalm 90 

Antiphon.  She has been given * to seven husbands whom the devil killed, and I fear the same may befall me. Psalm 96  Cantate Domino
Antiphon. For three days * thou shalt pray with thy wife that in the seed of Abraham thou mayest obtain the blessing of children. Psalm 97 Dominus regnavit
Antiphon. Many are the mighty * works of Raphael the Archangel, who restored sight to the blind, freed Sara from the devil, and brought Tobias safely to his home. Psalm. 98. Cantate Domino 

Antiphon. O Archangel Raphael, * come to the help of God's people. Psalm. 99. Dominus regnavit

Antiphon. Bless ye the God * of heaven, said the Archangel Raphael, and praise him in the sight of all that live; magnify him and praise him for the merciful things which he hath done unto you. Psalm 103 Benedic, anima mea 

( The smoke of the incense ascended up before the Lord. 

( Out of the Angel's hand. 
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** Lessons as on Michaelmas, with (( as follow. 

( v. Tobit said unto the Angel: Of what tribe and family art thou? and he answered and said: * I am Azarias, the son of Ananias the Great.

( Dost thou seek for a tribe or a family, or an hired  man to go with thy son? But lest I should make thee uneasy. I am. 
( vj. Tobias went down to wash himself, and a fish leaped out of the river and would have devoured him. * But the Angel said unto him: Take the fish: and the young man laid hold of thc fish, and drew it to land. 

( And the Angel said unto him: Open the fish, and take the heart and the liver and the gall, and put them up safely. But the. 

( vij. The Angel Raphael said unto Tobias: As soon as thou shalt come into thy house; forthwith worship the Lord thy God, and, giving thanks to him, go to thy father, and kiss him, * And immcdiately anoint his eyes with the gall of the fish which thou carriest with thee; for thou knowest that his eyes will straightway be opened, and thy father shall see the light of heaven and shall rejoice at the sight of thee. 

( Take with thee some of the gall of the fish, for it will be needful.

And immediately.

( viij. In the presence of the Angels will I sing praise unto thee. I will worship toward thy holy temple, * And praise thy Name, O my God. 

(. Because of thy loving-kindness and truth; for thou hast magnified thy Name and thy Word above all things. And praise. Glory be. And praise. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
Antiphon.. Angel Archangel Raphael, * God's healing for the souls of the righteous. Canticles as in the Psalter, p. 43.  
( The Angel Raphael took the devil. 

( And bound him in the desert of Upper Egypt. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 5 

A

T that time: there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And the rest.

Homily by S. John Chrysostom                             Homily 35 (or 36) on John 

W

HAT manner of mystery is this? What does it reveal? For it is not written without a purpose: but the future is foretold in figure and similitude, lest the 

__________________________________________________________________

** to replace those of (RC) Bonaventura, not given here.     1834
unexpected occurrence of a wondrous event should in any way disturb the faith of the hearers. What, then, is here described? In the future a baptism was to be given, full of power and of the greatest grace, a baptism that would wash away all sin, that would restore life to dead men. These facts, then, are depicted figuratively, in the pool and in all the other circumstances. 

( Bless ye the God of heaven, said the Angel Raphael, and praise him in the sight of all that live, * For the merciful things that he hath done unto you. 

( Bless him and praise him, and tell of all his marvellous works. For the. 

Lesson x

A

ND first in this figure the water is set forth, which washes away stains of the body, and those things that are not actually dirty, though they were thought to be so, such as coming into contact with a corpse, or a leper, and such like; and it is to be seen that many things undcr the old law are cleansed by water, in accordance with this idea. But let us now return to thc subject. First, defilements of the body are washed out, and then God heals various infirmities by means of water. For because God would bring us nearer to the grace of baptism, he not only cleanses defilements but also heals diseases. For those figures which come nearest to the reality, in baptism, the Passion, and others are seen more clearly than the older ones. 

( It is time that I return to him that sent me, said the Angel Raphael: * Bless ye God for ever, and confess ye all his great and wondrous doings. 

( Praise him in the sight of all that live for thc mcrciful things that he hath done unto you. Bless ye.

Lesson xj 
F

OR it is the same with those who form a king's bodyguard: they are more splcndidly apparelled than those at the other end of his equipage. And the Angel came down and troubled the water, and imbued it with healing power: so that the Jews might learn that the Lord of Angels had far more power to heal all the diseases of thc soul. But just as here it was not simply the natural property of the water that healed. (otherwise it would always have done so) but it happened through the work of an Angel; so it is not simply water that works on us, but after the water has received the grace of the Spirit, then it looses us from all sin. 

( All Angels praise thee in the highest, 0 holy Lord, saying: * To thee belong praise and honour, O Lord. 

( Cherubim also and Seraphim cry: Holy, and all the heavenly host, saying. To thee.  

Lesson xij 
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A

ROUND this pool lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. But then those who wished for healing were prevented by infirmity from receiving it, while now everyone is able to come forward. For an Angel does not trouble the water, but the Lord of Angels brings all things to pass. We may no longer say, While I am coming, another steppeth down before me. But even should the whole world come, the grace would not be used up, neither would its power nor effectual working come to an end. For as the sun's rays shine forth each day without burning out, and as they are spread abroad without losing any of thcir light: far less is the operation of the Spirit diminished by the multitudes who receive it. Now this miracle took place so that as men learned that water could hea1 bodily diseases, and as they became accustomed to this fact over a period of time; so they might the more readily believe that it could also heal diseases of the soul.
( Be ye not afraid of the Gentiles, but say in your hearts: O Lord, we must worship thee, * For mine Angel is with you. 

(. An Angel stood at the altar of the temple, having in his hand a golden censer. For mine. Glory be. For mine. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. John                      Ch. 5. 1-4 
A

T that time: there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 

AT LAUDS, AND THROUGH THE HOURS

Antiphon 1.   The Angel * Raphael was sent unto Tobit and Sara, that he might heal them.  Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest.

Antiphon 2.  The Angel * went in unto Tobit, and saluted him, saying: Joy be ever with thee.
Antiphon 3.  Be of good courage, * O Tobit; for the time is nigh at hand that God will heal   thee.  
Antiphon 4. Bless ye the God of heaven,* and praise him in the sight of all that live; magnify him and praise him for the merciful things which he hath done unto you. 

Antiphon 5.  Peace be with you,* and fear not: bless ye the Lord, and sing praises unto him.

Chapter                                                                                                        Tobit 12 1836
N

OW therefore, when thou didst pray, and Sara thy daughter in law, I did bring the remembrance of your prayers before the Holy One; and when thou didst bury the dead, I was with thee likewise. 

Short (  In the presence of the Angels * I will sing praise unto thee, O my God.  In the. ( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name. I will sing. 

Glory be. In the.

Hymn.                                          Christe, Redemptor omnium
 O CHRIST, Redeemer of us all,                      3 And ye, O ever blissful throng

  Protect thy servants when they call,                   Of heavenly Spirits, guardians strong, 

  And hear with reconciling care                          Our past and present ills dispel, 

  The Blessed Virgin's holy prayer.                      From future peril shield us well.

2 Be ever present, Angel high                           4 From lands wherein thy faithful dwell

   Whose name 'God heals' doth signify:              Drive far away the infidel; 

   To all the weak new strength impart,                So we to Christ new hymns of praise

   And solace to the sad of heart.                          Henceforth with eager hearts may raise. 

5 To God the Father praise be done,

                                                Who hath redeemed us by his Son, 

                                                Anoints us by the Holy Ghost,  

                                                And guards us by the Angel-host.        Amen.

( In the presence of the Angels I will sing praise unto thee, O my God. 

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.  I am Raphael * the Angel, that stand before the Holy One: wherefore bless  ye God for ever, and confess ye all his great and wonderful doings, alleluia.  

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst give blessed Raphael the Archangel unto thy servant Tobias for a companion on his way: grant unto us thy servants; that we may ever be guarded by his protection and strengthened by his help. Through. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon.The Angel. 

Chapter Now therefore. 

(  An Angel stood at the Altar of the temple.  

(  Having in his hand a golden censer.  

AT SEXT

Antiphon. Be of good courage. 

Chapter                                                                                                         Tobit 12

A

ND now God hath sent me to heal thee and Sara thy daughter in law. I am Raphael, one of the seven holy Angels which stand before God, and which 
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present the prayers of the saints. 

( The smoke of the incense ascended up before God.  

( Out of the Angel's hand.  

AT NONE

Antiphon. Peace be with you. 

Chapter                                                                                                          Tobit 12 

N

OW therefore give God thanks: for I go up to him that sent me; but write all things which are done in a book, and tell of all his wonders. 
( In the presence of the Angels I will sing praise unto thee, O my God 

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name 

IN II VESPERS

All as in I Vespers,  but in the last place is said Psalm 138 Confitebor tibi 

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple.

( Having in his hand a golden censer. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. O Prince most glorious, * Raphael the Archangel, keep us in remembrance: here and everywhere, always, entreat  the Son of God for us   .

1892:

And commemoration is made of the following: 

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, who despised worldly living; who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 

( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord.

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

Collect We beseech thee, below.  

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-fifth of October.

SS. Chrysanthus and Daria, Martyrs.

COLLECT
W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that the prayers of thy blessed Martyrs Chrysanthus and Daria may assist us: that,as we venerate them with our homage so we may ever feel their loving succour. Through. 

Lesson ij 

C

HRYSANTHUS and Daria were husband and wife, born of noble family, and even more distinguished in their faith, which Daria had received, with baptism, by her husband's influence. At Rome they converted innumerable multitudes, she of women, he of men. Wherefore the prefect Celerenus arrested them and delivered them to the tribune Claudius: who ordered Chrysanthus to be 
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bound and racked with tortures by the soldiers. But his chains were all loosed; and then the fetters, into which he had been put, were broken. 

Lesson iij 

T

HEN,wrapped in the hide of an ox, they put him in the burning hot sunshine; then they bound his feet and hands with chains, and put him into a dark dungeon: where his chains loosened, and the place was illuminated by the brightest light. But Daria was thrust into a brothel, and as she remained fixed in prayer, she was divinely preserved from shame by a lion which guarded her. Finally they were both brought to a sandpit, which is on the Via Salaria, and the earth being excavated, they were covered with stones, and equally gained the crown of martyrdom. 

( after Lesson xij, unless it be said of other Martyrs. God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of his Saints,  and there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there he any more pain. * For the former things are passed away.

( They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the. Glory be. For the.

For commemoration in Lauds, Antiphon. The very hairs of your head  are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.   

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory.  (. Let them rejoice in their beds. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

The Twenty-sixth of October

Saint Evaristus, Pope and Martyr

For commemoration in Vespers, Antiphon. This saint strove unto death for the law of his God, and feared not  the words of the ungodly: for he was founded upon a firm rock. 
( Thou hast crowned him with glory and worship, O Lord.

( Thou hast made him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: and whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds; may the glorious intercession of blessed Evaristus, thy Martyr and Bishop, protect us.Through. 

Lesson iij or xij

E

VARISTUS, a Greek, born of a Jewish father, exercised the Pontificate in the reign of the Emperor Trajan. He distributed the titles of the Churches of the City of Rome to the Presbyters: and ordered that seven Deacons should attend the Bishop while he exercised his office of preaching the Gospel. He also determined from Apostolic tradition that marriage should be celebrated publicly and that the 
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blessing of a priest should be used. He presided over the Church for nine years, three months; ordaining seventeen Presbyters, two Deacons, and fifteen Bishops in four ordinations in the month of December. He was crowned with Martyrdom and buried near the tomb of the Prince of the Apostles in the Vatican, on the twenty-sixth of October.

(  after Lesson xij. This is a Martyr who strove for his Master' s precepts, even unto death, and feared not the words of evil men: * Forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation.

( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. Forasmuch. Glory be. Forasmuch.

In Lauds for commemoration, Antiphon. He that hateth his life  in this world shall keep it unto   life  eternal.

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus.
__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-seventh of October

On the Vigil of the holy Apostles Simon and Jude
Blessing before Lesson xij. By the words of the Gospel.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John 
Lesson j  or xij.                                                                                        Ch. 15, 1-7 

A

 T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. And the rest. 

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                                Homily 80 on John 

T

HIS place of the Gospel, my brethren, where the Lord calleth himself the Vine, and his disciples the branches, saith it in regard that he is the Head of the Church and we his members, he the Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. For vine and branches are of one nature: and therefore, being God, of which Nature we are not, he was made man, to the intent that in him our human nature should be the Vine, that so it should be possible for us men also to be branches of that Vine. 

Responsories of the preceding Sunday.

(  after Lesson xij. The Lord  open your hearts in his law and commandments, and send you peace: *  May he grant you salvation, and redeem you out of all evil. 

( The Lord hear your prayers, and be at one with you, and never forsake you in time of trouble. May he. Glory be. May he.
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Lesson ij

W

HAT meaneth then, I am the true vine? Surely in adding the word, True, he could not mean to refer this to the literal vine, from which the similitude is taken? For he is called Vine by similitude, not in strictness of speech, just as he is called Sheep, Lamb, Lion, Rock, Corner-Stone, and other such like; and the true things here are rather thc objects themselves, from which these same metaphorical, not literal, appellations are derived. 

Lesson iij
Y

EA, but he saith, I am the true Vine, to discriminate himself from that to which it is said: How art thou turned into bitterness, O strange vine! For how should that be the true vine, which, when One looked, that it should bring forth grapes, bore thorns? I, saith he, am the true vine, and my Father is the hus-bandman. Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he will take away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he will purge it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

At Lauds as in the Psalter. 

In Lauds, for commemoration, Antiphon on Benedictus from the occurrent Feria, as in the Psalter. 

( O satisfy us with they mercy, and that soon.

( So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that as we prevent the glorious birthday of thine Apostles Simon and Jude; so they may prevent us in the sight of thy majesty, for the obtaining of thy blessings. Through. 

If it is said of the Vigil,  the abovesaid Collect is read in the iij. Nocturn and at the Hours.

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH OF OCTOBER

ON THE FEAST OF SS. SIMON AND JUDE

APOSTLES

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

All from the Common of Apostles, ij, except that which follows. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who through thy blessed Apostles Simon and Jude hast suffered us to come unto the knowledge of thy nane: grant us by advancing in virtue to celebrate their everlasting glory, and by the celebration thereof to advance in virtue. Through. 
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IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the general Epistle of blessed Jude the Apostle. 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Verses 1-13 

J

UDE, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, bc multiplied. Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

( Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves, saith the Lord: * Be ye therefore wise as serpents and harmless as doves. 

( While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light.  Be ye therefore. 

Lesson ij

I

 WILL therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.

( Take my yoke upon you, saith the Lord, And learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart. * For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 

( And ye shall find rest unto your souls, For my.  

Lesson iij

Y

ET Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.

( When ye stand before kings and governors, take no thought how or what ye 
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shall speak: * For it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. 

( For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.  For it shall.

Lesson iv

W
OE unto them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, and run greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.

(. They were found without blemish before the Lord,  and from each other they were not divided. *  They drank the cup of the Lord, and were made the friends of God.

( Their flesh they gave uo unto torment for God's sake; now are they crowned and received palms. They drank. Glory be.  They drank.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

S

IMON the Canaanite was also called Zelotes. Thaddeus, who is also called Jude, the brother of James in the Gospels, was the author of one of the General Epistles. Simon travelled through Mesopotamia, and Jude through Egypt, preaching the Gospel. Afterwards they met in Persia, where they begat innumerable children in Christ Jesus, and spread the faith through these wide regions, instructing the barbarians both by teaching and by miracles, Finally together they magnified the most holy Name of Jesus Christ by glorious martyrdom. 

( I saw a great people ; who had received glorious garments of the Lord, and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God. 

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying: These men are. 

Sermon by S. Gregory the Great                                  Homily 30 on the Gospels Lesson vj

I

T is written, By his spirit the Lord hath garnished the heavens. Now these heavenly adornments are the powers of the preachers, for so Paul has described them: For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of 
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knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of longues; to another the interpretation of tongues; but all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

( Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven. 

( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil for the 

Son of Man's sake. Rejoice. 

Lesson vj

E

ACH of these good gifts of preaching is an adornment of heaven. Again it is written, By the word of the Lord were the heavens made. The Word of the Lord is the Son of the Father. But to show that it was the Holy and Undivided Trinity who made these heavens (and the word heavens here means the holy Apostles), the work of God the Holy Spirit is also described: And all the hosts of them by the breath of his mouth. Therefore the power of the heavens is derived from the Spirit: for they would never have set at nought the powers of this world had the power of the Holy Spirit not strengthened them. 

( These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms. 

( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are they.

N

OW we know what sort of men these teachers of Holy Church were, before the coming of the Spirit: and we see what they became after his coming. And now, as we sit close by the sacred body of the Shepherd of the Church, the maid servant who kept the door could tell us how weak and timid he was before the coming of the Spirit. He was so overcome by the voice of one woman that in his terror of death he denied Life. 

( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands: they shall remember thy Name, O Lord. * Throughout all generations. 

( Exceedingly honoured are thy friends, O God; firmly stablished is their princedom. Throughout. Glory be. Throughout. 
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