S. COLUMBA, VIRGIN and  MARTYR 
DOUBLE

All from the Common of a Virgin and Martyr, p. cxxix, except the following. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY everlasting God, who dost choose the weak in the world to confound them that are strong:  mercifully grant; that we who celebrate the solemnity of blessed Columba thy Virgin and Martyr, may be conscious of her patronage with thee. Through
And commemoration is made of the preceding as above.

In the j. Nocturn, Lessons Now concerning virgins, p. cxxxij, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

C

OLUMBA, a virgin of the town of Cordova, noble and grave, when in most tender years of childhood amongst a good family she learned the holy intention of her sister Elisabeth, straightway desired to forsake all earthly things; but her mother, who had intended her for marriage, opposed the girl’s intention; and as neiither she consented, nor the mother gave up, sudenly the mother by divine providence was released from the world and died. So the handmaid of God remained not so much saddened by her mother’s death,.as more joyful that her devotion could be fulfilled without prejudice from anyone. So in the monastery of Tabana the virgin avoided earthly and adhered to heavenly things, and turning her mind to the study of the Scriptures, became very learned..   

 Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and.righteousness: * And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 
 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. .And thy.

Lesson vj

A

ND so remaining under her sister’s rule, she excelled in all merits and the grace of purity; for often she devoted three or four hours, indeed even until midday in prayer, and though no sighs sounded, nor was any sobbing heard, yet in great silence she cried to the Lord, and filled with divine sweetness, poured forth tears, so much so that unceasing streams of water flowed from her eyes, and the place where she prayed was inundated.  
 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: *  Wherefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee wIth the oil of gladness. 
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Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness:  Wherefore. 

Lesson vij

B

UT as if these were all small matters to the blessed Virgin, she aspired to the crown of martyrdom, being frequently impelled to it by certain revelations. So going down into the forum, and going up to the judge, she made a preofession of Christian faith, and most constantly argued against the wicked dogma of Mahomet,  and the judge, amazed at her appearance and words, bringing her then and there into the palace presented her before the council of satraps. And when they  were amazed at the most forceful constancy of the virgin, and could not bear her rebuke, they immediately rushed to slay her before the doors of the palace. But she did not permit herself to be beheaded until she had honoured the lictor with a reward as a notable benefactor.  Thus being released from her corpioral bonds by beheading, the glorious Martyr ascended to her Spouse, on the seventeenth of September, in the æra eight hundred and ninety-one, which is the year of the Lord eight humndred and fifty three.  

(  O ye wise Virgins, arise, and trim your lamps: * behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.

( At midnight there was a cry made. Behold.

Lesson viij 
A

ND without delay, the princes commanded her body, as it was, covered in linen, to be put in a basket and thrown in the river. And after six days it was found by the ingenuity of some monks, and merited honorable burial  with a worthy service in the basilica of saint Eulalia Virgin and Martyr.  
( The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company, and shall be brought unto the King: * With joy and gladness shall they be brought. 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously and reign. With joy.  Glory be.  With joy.

In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel The kingdon of heaven shall be like ten virgins.

__________________________________________________________________

THE NINETEENTH OF SEPTEMBER

ON THE FEAST OF THE HOLY MARTYRS JANUARIUS, BISHOP

AND HIS COMPANIONS 

DOUBLE

All from the Common of many Martyrs, except the following.
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COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of thy holy Martyrs Januarius and his Companions: mercifully grant: that as we rejoice in their merits, so we may be enkindled by their example. Through. 

And commemoration is made of S. Theodore of Canterbury, Bishop and Confessor. Antiphon. O thou Priest and Bishop, thou worker of mighty works,   thou  good   shepherd   of the  people,  pray  unto  the  Lord  for us.  
 The Lord loved him, and adorned him.  He clothed him with a robe of glory.

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, graciously to hear the prayers which we offer unto thee on the solemnity of blessed Theodore thy Confessor and Bishop: that, as he was found worthy to do thee faithful service, so by his intercession we may be absolved from all our sins. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons Brethren, we are debtors, as in the Common of many Martyrs, p. xlvij, unless it be impeded by an occurrent Scripture. 

IN TIlE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson v 

J

ANUARIUS, Bishop of Beneventum, while Diocletian and Maximianus were raging against the Christians, was brought to Timothy, the governor of Campania, at Nola, because of his profession of Christian faith. There his constancy was variously tested, and he was thrown into a glowing furnace, and escaped unharmed, so that not even a garment or a hair was damaged by the flame. The governor, enraged at this, ordered the martyr's body to be stretched until the joints of nerves and limbs were loosed. Meanwhile Festus, his Deacon, and the Reader Desiderius were arrested, bound, and together with their Bishop dragged in front of the governor's chariot to Puteoli, and thrown together into the same prison in which were detained the Deacons Sosius of Misenum and Proculus of Puteoli, and the laymen Eutyches and Acutius, who had been condemned to the wild beasts. 

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment. 

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out and the streams flowed withal. Dry land.  

Lesson vj 
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T

HE next day all were thrown to the wild beasts in the amphitheatre: but they, forgetting their natural savagery, prostrated themselves at Januarius' feet. Timothy attributed this to magic spells, and had pronounced sentence of death on the Martyrs of Christ, when he was struck with blindness. At the prayers of blessed Januarius, he received his sight again, and at that miracle, almost five +thousand people accepted the faith of Christ. But the ungrateful judge was not at all placated by the benefit, but was driven into a rage by the conversion of so great a multitude, and being much afraid of the Emperors' decrees, commanded the holy Bishop with his companions to be beheaded with the sword. 

(. The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. That they. 

Lesson vij

T

HE neighbouring cities saw to the burying of their bodies, each being eager to adopt one of them as a certain patron with God. The Neapolitans, at a divine message, took off the body of Januarius: and it was translated first to Seneventum, to the monastery of Monte Vergine,and finally to Naples,and Was entombed in the principal Church, becoming famous for many miracles. 

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering; and he hath care for his elect.* For grace and mercy is to his Saints. 

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace

Lesson viij

B

UT the most memorable was the extinguishing of the fireballs which on one occasion erupted from Mount Vesuvius, bringing fear of devastation not only nearby but also to more distant regions. It is remarkable also, that his blood which is kept, congealed, in a glass phial, when it is placed within sight of this Martyr's head, in a wonderful way becomes liquid and bubbles, just as if it had been recently shed, even to this present day.

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
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Lesson ix                                                                                                     Ch. 24 

A

T that time: As Jesus sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying: Tell us, when shall these things be? And the rest. 

Homily by S.Hilary, Bishop.                                                Comm. on Mat. c. 25 

T

HE disciples asked the Lord when these things should happen, or what sign they should recognise both of his coming and of the end of the world. And because these three things were asked in one, they are separated into distinct signs for discerning the time.

 ( Because of  the covenant of the Lord, and the laws of their fathers, the Saints of God abode in brotherly love:  * For one spirit and one faith was ever in them.

( Behold how good and joyful a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. For one

Lesson x

T

HEREFORE he answers first about the fall of the city: and they are confirmed in the truth of doctrine, lest any deceiver should take the ignorant by surprise. For some were to come in their time, who should call themselves Christ. So that faith therefore might be able to unmask the harmful deceit, the warning came first. 

 ( O come, my Saints,  who in the flesh did have sore conflict, * And I will r+ender unto you a reward of your labours.

( Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom. And I will.  
Lesson xj 

S

O he strengthens them to bear sufferings, flight, beatings, private and public hatred against them for his name's sake. And indeed by these vexations many shall be disturbed, and at the rise of so great evils shall be offended, and aroused to hate one another. And there shall be false prophets (as was Nicolas, one of the seven deacons) and by distorting the truth they shall mislead many: and at the abundance of iniquity love shall wax cold. 

 ( The bodies of the Saints are buried in peace, * And their names live for evermore. 

( The people will tell of the wisdom of the Saints, and the congregation will shew forth their praise. And their. 

If this feast shall come on an Ember day, Lesson xij. with its ( shallbe read from the Homily of the Feria, and commemoration is made of it in Lauds.

Lesson xij 

B

UT salvation is reserved to those who persevere unto the end: and then Apostolic men shall be dispersed  through all parts  of the world, and the truth  
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of the Gospel shall be proclaimed. And when the knowledge of the heavenly mystery has been carried to all, then comes the fall of Jerusalem and the end: so that the faith of preaching is followed by the punishment of unbelievers and the fear of the destruction of the city. These things therefore were done to her, as had been predicted: and when the Apostles had been stoned, put to flight, and killed, she was consumed with famine, war, and captivity. And then she was worthy to be no more, since by throwing out the preachers of Christ she showed. herself unworthy of the preaching of God.

( The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no torment  
touch them: in the sight of the unwise they seem to die, * But they are in peace. 
( God proved them, and found them worthy for himself. But they. Glory be. But they. 

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.                               Ch. 24 

A

T that time: As Jesus sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying: Tell us, when shall these things be?  and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my name; saying, I am Christ: and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars and rumonrs of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sorrows. Then shall they deliver you up to be atflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

In Lauds commemoration is made of S. Theodore.

Antiphon. Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things,  saith the Lord.
(  The Lord guided the righteous in right paths.

( And she shewed him the kingdom of God. 

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, graciously to hear the prayers which we offer unto thee on the solemnity of blessed Theodore thy Confessor and Bishop: that, as he was found worthy to do thee faithful service, so by his intercession we may be absolved from all our sins. Through.  
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Vespers from the Chapter of the following, with commemoration of the preceding, as below. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTIETH OF SEPTEMBER

ON THE FEAST OF SS. EUSTACE AND HIS COMPANIONS

MARTYRS

DOUBLE

All from the Common of many Martyrs, p. xlv, except the following. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who vouchsafest unto us to celebrate the birthday of thy holy Martyrs Eustace and his Companions: grant that we may rejoice in the everlasting felicity of their fellowship. Through. 

Then  comemoration is made of SS. Januarius and his Companions. 

Antiphon. In the heavenly kingdom rejoice the souls of the blessed, who followed the footsteps of Christ their Master: and since for love of him they poured forth their life-blood, therefore do they exult for ever. 

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice in their beds. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of thy holy Martyrs Januarius and his Companions: mercifully grant: that as we rejoice in their merits, so we may be enkindled by their example. Through.  

 In the first Nocturn, Lessons Brethren: we are debtors, unless a Scripture occur..

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson v
E

USTACE, also called Placidus, famous among the Romans for his family, wealth, and military glory, was found worthy under the Emperor Trajan of the title of Master of Soldiers: but one day as he was hunting, and pursuing a fleeing stag of wondrous size, he suddenly saw between the antlers of the beast, which had halted, a sublime and shining image of the Lord Christ, hanging on the cross, whose voice invited him to the prize of immortal life, and together with his wife Theopista, and his two small sons, Agapitus and Theopistus, he enrolled as a soldier of Christ.  

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without without hurt.* Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment. 
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( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the vaters gushed out and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson vj 

T

HEN, returning to the original place of the vision as the Lord had commanded him, he heard Him foretell how many things he was henceforth to endure for His glory. Wherefore he suffered incredible calamities with wonderful patience, and in a short time was reduced to the most extreme poverty. And being compelled to steal away secretly, as he travelled he mourned first his wife, and then his children also, pitifully taken from him.

( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. That they. 

Lesson vij

O

VERWHELMED by so great tribulations, he hid for a long time in a faraway region, acting as a farm steward; until he was revived by a voice from heaven, and receiving a new summons from Trajan, he was again given a military command. While on that expedition his children and wife were unexpectedly returned to him, and he entered the city as conqueror to the great applause of all. But a little later he was ordered to offer a sacrifice to the vain gods for the gaining of victory, and most firmly refused.

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints. 

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace.

Lesson viij
H

AVING been tempted by various guiles to forswear the faith of Christ, but in vain, he was thrown with his wife and children to the lions: whose tameness infuriated the Emperor, and he commanded them to be put on a brazen bull glowing over a fire; where they completed their martyrdom, praising God, and ascended to heavenly blessedness on the twentieth of September; and their undamaged bodies were piously buried by the faithful, and later honourably transferred to a Church built in their name.

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.
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( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they. 
In the third Nocturn, Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop, on the Gospel, Jesus came down, from the Common of many Martyrs in the second place, p. lviij. 

Lesson xij will be of the Vigil of S. Matthew, as below.

But if it shall come on an Ember Day, the xij. Lesson will be from the Homily of the occurrent Feria, with its ( and commemoration  of it in Lauds and nothing of the Vigil.

For the Vigil of Saint Matthew, Apostle. 

Blessing By the words of the Gospel.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson xij                                                                                            Ch. 5, 27-32

A

T  that time: Jesus  saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom. And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                             Bk. V on S. Luke, Ch. 5,  27-31 
T

HIS calling of the publican is mystical, for the Lord orders him to follow him, 
not with the footsteps of the body, but with the affections of the soul. Therefore he who was formerly grasping for money taken from merchandise, from the toil of those who laboured, and from sailors in their perils, at the call of the Word gives up his own goods, he who had been taking those of others, and leaving that vile seat, he hastens after the Lord with bounding heart. He also prepares for a great feast; for he who receives Christ within his spiritual dwelling-place is fed with the greatest delicacy of sublime joys. 

( in iij. week of September. I entreat thee, O Lord that thou wouldest take away from me this reproach or take me out of the earth. * Remember not mine offences nor the offences of my fathers, neither take thou vengeance of my sins: for thou, O Lord, art a Redeemer unto all that hope in thee. 

( O Lord, thou art just, and all thy works and all thy ways are mercy and truth. Remember me, and look on me, O Lord. Remember. Glory be. Remember.
( in iv. week of September. Adonai, Lord God Almighty, great and wonderful, who hast given salvation by the hand of a woman, * Hear, we beseech thee, the prayers of thy servants. 

( Blessed art thou, O Lord, who failest none that put their trust in thee, and humblest such as boast in their own strength. Hear. Glory be. Hear.
In Lauds for commemoration of the Vigil. Antiphon   from the occurrent Feria. 

( O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon.

(  S shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.
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COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that the venerable solemnity of blessed Matthew thine Apostle and Evangelist, which we here prevent, may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through. 

Vespers of thefollowing, commenoration of the preceding. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-FIRST OF SEPTEMBER

ON THE FEAST

 OF SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

All from the Common of Apostles, p. ij, except the following. 

COLLECT

M

AY we be assisted, O Lord, by the prayers of blessed Matthew, the Apostle and Evangelist: that those things, which of ourselves we cannot obtain, may be vouchsafed unto us by his intercession. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of the preceding.

Antiphon. In the heavenly kingdom rejoice the souls of the blessed, who followed the footsteps of Christ their Master: and since for love of him they poured forth their life-blood, therefore do they exult for ever. 

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice in their beds. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who vouchsafest unto us to celebrate the birthday of thy holy Martyrs Eustace and his Companions: grant that we may rejoice in the everlasting felicity of their fellowship. Through. 

In the first Nocturn are read the Lessons And it came to pass, from  the Common of Evangelists, p. xiv.
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson v 
M

ATTHEW, who is also called Levi, an Apostle and Evangelist, was called by Christ when he was sitting at the seat of custom at Capernaum, and he followed immediately. He also made a great feast for Jesus and his disciples. After Christ's resurrection, before setting out for the province which it was his lot to evangelize, he wrote the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Hebrew, for the sake of those of the Circumcision who had believed, while still in Judaea: then, setting off for 
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Ethiopia, he preached the Gospel; and confirmed his preaching by many miracles. 

( I saw a great people who had received glorious garments of the Lord, and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God. 

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying. These men are. 

Lesson vj 

O

NE of his greatest miracles was the raising of the king's daughter from the dead. By this he converted her father the king, his wife and the whole province to the faith of Christ. When the king died, Hirtacus, his successor, because he wanted Iphigineia, the king's daughter, to be given to him in marriage, ordered Matthew, by whose influence she had vowed her virginity to God, and was firm in her holy purpose, to be slain as he celebrated the Mysteries at the altar. So he completed his Apostolic work on the twenty-first of September in the glory of martyrdom. His body was translated to Salerno, and later ((under Gregory VII)) entombed in the Church dedicated to his name, and there is venerated with great piety and crowds of people. 

( Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven. 

( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your nane as evil for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice. 

From the Exposition of Pope Saint Gregory on the Prophet Ezekiel. 

Lesson vij                                                                                          Homily 3, Bk. 1 

T

HE four holy creatures foreseen by the spirit of prophecy are described most subtly when it is said: Every one had four faces and every one had four wings.
 Is not recognition expressed by the faces, and flight by the wings? By his face is a man recognized, and by his wings the body of a bird is lifted up on high. Therefore the faces denote faith, and the wings, contemplation. By faith we are known by almighty God, for thus he speaks of his flocks: I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and an known of mine; and again he says: I know whom I have chosen.

( These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward.* Now are they crowned and receive palms. 

( These are they which cane out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes 
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in the blood of the Lamb. Now are they

Lesson viij

T

HROUGH contemplation, which makes us rise up out of ourselves, we are, as it were, lifted into the air.The four faces are but one; for if you ask what Matthew perceived concerning the Incarnation, it was indeed the same as was revealed to Mark, Luke and John. If  you ask what John perceived, it was undoubtedly the same as Luke, Martthew and Mark. If you ask about Mark, that was the same as Matthew, John and Luke. If you then say: What of Luke? He perceived the same as John, Matthew and Mark.

( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands: they shall remember thy Name, O Lord. * Throughout all generations.

( Exceedingly honoured are thy friends, O God: firmly established is their princedom.  Throughout. Glory be. Throughout. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 9 

A

T that time: Jesus saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And the rest.

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest                                       Bk. 1. Comm on Matt. Ch. 9 

T

HE other Evangelists, because of the reverence and honour in which they held Matthew, did not wish to call him by his ordinary name, but they called him Levi: for he possessed a double name. Now Matthew himself, according to that saying of Solomon, The righteous man accuseth himself in the beginning of his speech; and in another place, Do thou tell thy sins, that thou mayest be justified; calls himself Matthew and a publican: that he may make plain to those that read that no man should despair of salvation, having turned to better things, since he himself was suddenly changed from publican to Apostle. 

( These are they who, while yet they lived in the flesh, planted the Church in their own blood. * They drank of the Lord's cup, and became the friends of God. ( Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. They drank. 

Lesson x 

H

ERE Porphyry and Julian Augustus argue the ignorance of the lying historian and the folly of those who immediately followed the Saviour. As though they followed any man who called them; doubtless the Apostles had seen great virtues and great signs before they believed. 
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( These men are Saints, whom the Lord hath chosen in love unfeigned, and hath given them everlasting glory. * By whose teaching the Church is illumined, as the moon by the light of the sun. 

( The Saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness. By whose

Lesson xj

S

URELY the very splendour and majesty of the hidden Deity, which was reflected in his human face, could, from the first glance, draw to itself those who beheld it. For if in an amber and in a magnet there is said to be such power that they attach rings and straws and stalks to themselves, how much more could the Lord of all creation draw to himself those whom he called? 

( Who are these which fly as a cloud, * And as the doves to their windows? 

( Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. And as the doves.

On Ember Days Lesson xij will be of the Homily of the Feria with its (, and commemoration in Lauds.

Lesson xij 

A

ND it came to pass that while he was sitting in the house, behold many publicans and sinners came and sat down with Jesus. They saw that the publican turning from his sins to better things had found a place of penitence, and for that reason they themselves despaired not of salvation. And not having remained in their former vices, they come to Jesus, so that the Pharisees and Scribes murmured: they come doing penance, as the following word of the Lord signifies saying, I will have mercy and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. Now the Lord came to the banquets of sinners that he might have occasion to teach and might afford spiritual food to these that invited him. 

 (  There is neither speech, nor language, but their voices are heard among them. * Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. 

( Exceedingly honoured are thy friends, O God: firmly stablished is their princedom. Their sound. Glory be. Their sound. 

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.                                 Ch. 9 

A

T that time: Jesus saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. And when the Pharisees 
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saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
In second Vespers commemoration is made of the following. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-second of September

SS. Maurice and his Companions, Martyrs

Antiphon For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.

( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. 

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that the solenn festival of thy holy Martyrs, Maurice and his Companions, may in such wise gladden us: that, as we do lean upon their advocacy, so we may glory in their heavenly birth. Through. 

Lesson iij

W

HEN the Emperor Maximian led his army into Gaul and halted in the region of the Seduni to do sacrifice, the legion of the Thebaei separated fram the other forces so as not to be defiled by participating in ungodly worship. Therefore the Emperor sent soldiers to them to tell them in his name to return to the camp for the sacrifice if they valued their lives. They replied that their christian religion prevented them from doing so. He was most indignant at their answer and burned with fiercer anger than before. And so he sent part of the army against the Thebaei, and ordered firstly that every tenth man of them should be killed: and voluntarily, and especially with Maurice's encouragement, they chose this martyrdom rather than carry out the commands of the ungodly Emperor, and then all the rest of them, proclaiming Christ with great constancy, he commanded to be slaughtered by the whole army on the twenty-second of September. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-third of September

On the Feast of S. Linus, Pope and Martyr

Semidouble
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All from the Common of one Martyr, p. xxv , except the following. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD,who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Linus, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant; that as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may likewise rejoice in his protection. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Thecla, Virgin and Martyr. 

Antiphon. Come, thou bride of Christ, receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee for ever.

( In thy grace and in thy beauty. 

( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we, who celebrate the birthday of blessed Thecla, thy Virgin and Martyr; may both rejoice in her yearly solemnity, and likewise profit by the example of her faith. Through. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons From Miletus, p. xxvij, unless they are impeded by an occurrent Scripture.  
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson v 

L

INUS, Pope, born at Volterra in Tuscany, was first to govern the Church after Peter. His faith and sanctity were so great that he not only cast out devils but even raised the dead to life. He wrote the Acts of blessed Peter and in particular what he did against Simon Magus. He decreed that no woman should enter a Church without having her head covered. 

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave him. 

Lesson vj

F

OR his constancy in Christian faith this Pontiff was beheaded at the command of Saturninus, a wicked and ungrateful man of consular rank,whose daughter Linus had delivered from the torments of demons. He was buried on the Vatican Hill, near the tomb of the Prince of the Apostles, on the twenty-third of September. He was in the See for eleven tears, two months and twenty-three days, and in two ordinations in the month of December he made fifteen Bishops and eighteen Priests. 
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( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips. 

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.

Lesson vij                                                                                                  Sermon 21 

P

RINCES have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy word. Rightly does the Martyr say that he suffers persecution unjustly, for he has committed no robbery, oppressed no man, shed no blood, and had no thought of adultery; he is not liable to the laws, and he is punished more grievously than a robber; he speaks justly, and men will not listen; he speaks words of salvation, and men fight against him, so that he can well say: When I speak unto them thereof, they make them ready for battle.

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory * And set upon his a head a crown of pure gold. 
( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. And set.

Lesson viij

T

HUS he suffers persecution without cause, though no sin is laid to his charge, and yet men fight against him; they fight against him as an evil-doer, although in his confession of God he is worthy of praise; they fight against him  as a sorcerer, though all his glory is in the name of the Lord, for that love is the source from which spring all virtues. In truth they fight against him in vain, when they accuse him of impiety amongst the impious and unbelieving, for he is a master in the faith.

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked.   

In the third Nocturn Homily on the Gospel, If any man come, from the Common of one Martyr, p. xxxj. 

For Saint Thecla,Virgin and Martyr.

Lesson xij 

T

HECLA, a virgin, born of distinguished parents in Iconium, and instructed in faith by the Apostle Paul, is wonderfully praised by the holy Fathers. When eighteen years old she deserted her bridegroom Thamitis, and when her parents accused her of being a christian, and a burning pyre was prepared for her if she 
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would not renounce Christ,she first armed herself with the sign of the Cross, and then leapt on it herself. But the fire was put out by rain which began suddenly, and she came to Antioch: where she was thrown to wild beasts, and tied to oxen driven in different directions, and then thrown into a pit full of snakes, but was delivered from all by the grace of Jesus Christ. By her ardor of faith and sanctity of life many were converted to Christ. Returning once more to her homeland, she went up on a mountain alone: and finally, famous for her many virtues and miracles, she passed to the Lord at the age of ninety, and was buried at Seleucia. 

 Come, thou Bride of Christ receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee for ever. for love of whom thou didst pour forth thy blood, * And enter into paradise with the Angels.

 Come, O thou my chosen one, and I will set my throne within thee, for the King hath had pleasure in thy beauty.  And enter. Glory be. And enter.
For commemoration of Saint Thecla 

Antiphon. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a merchantman seeking goodly pearls; which, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

( Full of grace are thy lips. ( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we, who celebrate the birthday of blessed Thecla, thy Virgin and Martyr; may both rejoice in her yearly solemnity, and likewise profit by the example of her faith. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-sixth of September

SS. Cyprian and Justina, Martyrs

COLLECT

O

 LORD, let the protection of thy blessed Martyrs, Cyprian and Justina, continually defend us: forasmuch as thou failest not to look with mercy on those to whom thou dost grant the succour of thine assistance. Through.

Lesson ij

C

YPRIAN, first a magician and then a martyr, endeavoured by spells and   charms to kindle with passion and entice a christian virgin Justina, who was ardently loved by a certain youth. He consulted a demon as to whether it might be achieved. The demon answered him that no art could avail against those who truly worshipped Christ. Moved by this reply, Cyprian began to long with intense longing for the discipline of a higher life. And so forsaking his magic arts he turned totally to the faith of the Lord Christ. 
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Lesson iij 

F

OR this cause he was arrested together with the virgin Justina, and both were beaten with fisticuffs and whips: then they were thrown in prison to see if they would perhaps change their minds. But when they were later brought, and found entirely steadfast in the christian religion, they were thrown into a pan full of burning pitch, fat and wax. Finally they were beheaded with the axe at Nicomedia. Their bodies were thrown out and lay unburied for six days, until same sailors secretly put them by night on a ship and brought them to Rome: and at first they were buried on the estate of the noble lady Rufina: later they were translated into the City and entombed in the Basilica of Constantine near the Baptistery. 

( after Lesson xij.. God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of his Saints,  and there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there he any more pain. * For the former things are passed away.

( They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the. Glory be. For the.

For commemoration in Lauds, Antiphon.  The very hairs of your head  are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.   

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. 

(. Let them rejoice in their beds.
__________________________________________________________________ 

The Twenty-seventh of September

On the Feast of the holy Martyrs Cosmas and Damian

Semidouble
All from the Common of many Martyrs, p. xlv, except the following. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, a1mighty God, that we, who observe the heavenly birthday of thy holy Martyrs, Cosmas and Damian, may by their interces1781sion be delivered from all evils that beset us. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons Brethren: we are debtors,  p. xlvij,  unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

C

OSMAS and Danian, brothers, Arabs, born in the city of Aegea, of noble birth, and physicians, in the reign of the Emperors Diocletian and Maximian, healed many diseases, even those considered incurable, as much by the power of 
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Christ as by medical knowledge. When the Prefect Lysias learnt what their religion was, he ordered them to be brought before him, and questioned them concerning their rule of life and profession of faith. When they freely declared that they were Christians, and that the Christian faith was necessary for salvation, he ordered them to worship the gods; and if they refused to do so, threatened torture and a painful death. 

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment. 

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out, and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson vj 

B

UT, perceiving that he was putting this to them to no purpose: Bind, he said, their hands and feet ,and torture them with exquisite torments. His commands were carried out; nevertheless, Cosmas and Damian remained of the same mind. So, bound as they were, they were cast into the depths of the sea; from which they emerged safe and loosed from their bonds.The Prefect attributed this to magic arts, and put them in prison, and the next day ordered them brought out and thrown on a burning pyre: when its flames receded from them, he comnanded them to be variously and cruelly tortured and beheaded with the axe. And so, confessing Jesus Christ, they received the palm of martyrdom.

( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. That they. 

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop                                       Sermon 2 on the Martyrs

Lesson vij
W

HENEVER we celebrate a festival of the holy Martyrs, beloved brethren, we hope by their intercession to obtain the benefits in this life that will enable us, as we imitate those Martyrs, to attain unto life everlasting. The festivals of the Martyrs are celebrated with true rejoicing by those who follow the Martyrs' examples.

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints.

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace.  
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Lesson viij

T

HE festivals or the Martyrs are exhortations to martyrdom: that we be not loth to follow the example of those whose feast we celebrate with joy. Yet while we. rejoice to celebrate with the Saints, we are all too unwilling to undergo their earthly sufferings with them. For whosoever is unwilling to follow their example to the best or his ability will not attain unto their blessedness.

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

In the third Nocturn, Homily  on the Gospel, Jesus came down,  from the Common in the ij place, p. lviij.
( x. Theirs was a brotherhood indeed,  p. lix. 

Vespers from the Chapter of the following, etc. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-eighth of September

On the Feast of Saint Wenceslas, Duke and Martyr

Semidouble
All from the Common of one Martyr, p. xxv, except the following. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and worship, O Lord.

( Thou hast made him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.
On Magnificat, Antiphon. This saint  *  strove unto death for the law of his God, and feared not  the words of the ungodly: for he was founded upon a firm rock. 
COLLECT

O

 GOD, who through the victory of martyrdom didst translate blessed Wenceslas from an earthly principality to the glory of heaven: defend us through his prayers from all adversity, and grant us likewise to rejoice in his fellowship. Through. 

And commemoration is made of the preceding.

Antiphon. In the heavenly kingdom  rejoice the souls of the Blessed, who  followed the footsteps of Christ their Master: and since for love of him they poured forth their life-blood, therefore do they exult for ever.

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory.

( Let them rejoice In their beds.
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In the first Nocturn Lessons  Brethren, we are debtors, p. xlvij, unless a  Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

W

ENCESLAS, Duke of Bohemia, was the son of a Christian father, Wratislaus, and a pagan mother, Drahamira. He was brought up piously by his grandmother, Ludmilla, a very holy woman, and was noted for every virtue; he preserved his virginity unstained throughout his life with the greatest zeal. His mother, through the brutal murder of Ludmilla, seized the government of the kingdom and lived a wicked life together with her younger son, Boleslaus. This stirred up against her the indignation of the nobility, who, wearied of their wicked rule, threw off the yoke of both mother and son and proclaimed Wenceslas as king in the city of Prague.

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave him. 

Lesson vj

H

E ruled the kingdom by piety rather than by power, relieving the orphans, widows and needy with so great charity that sometimes he bore firewood by night to the indigent on his own shoulders, frequently carrying paupers to burial, liberating captives, visiting those detained in prison at all hours of the night, consoling then with money and wisest counsel. In tenderness of heart the Prince mourned deeply anyone condemned to death, even if guilty. He had the most pious respect for priests, and with his own hands sowed the wheat and pressed the wine which they used in the sacrifice of the Mass. By night he went around the Churches on snow and ice with bare feet, leaving behind him bloodstained footprints that warmed the earth. 

( O Lord,thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips. 

( For thou hast prevented bim with the blessings o£ goodness, thou hast set upon 

his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not. 

Lesson vij

H

E had Angels for his bodyguard: for as he went to single combat against Radislaus, Duke of the Curimenses, in order to ensure the safety of his people, Angels appeared offering him weapons, and saying to his opponents: Do not strike. The terrified enemy came forward with reverence and asked pardon. 
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( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

(.With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. And set.

Lesson viij

W

HEN he went to Germany, the Emperor saw two Angels adorning him as he approached with a golden cross, and coming forward £ran his throne received him in his arms, adorned him with royal insignia,and gave him the arm of Saint Vitus. Nevertheless his wicked brother, at his mother's urging, when he had left a feast and was then praying in a Church, foreseeing the death that was prepared for him; brought some wicked companions and killed him. His blood was  spattered over the wall and may still be seen: and in diivine vengeance his inhuman mother was swallowed up by the earth: and those who had killed him perished miserably in various ways.

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, If any man will come, from the Common in the second place,  p. xliij. 

Vespers of the following, without commemoration of the preceding. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-NINTH OF SEPTEMBER

ON THE DEDICATION OF SAINT MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL DOUBLE

AT VESPERS

Antiphons of Lauds An Angel stood, with the rest. 

Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113 of Sunday. 

Chapter                                                                                                           Rev. 1 

G

OD shewed things which must shortly come to pass, speaking by his Angel unto his servant John, who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 

Short ( The smoke of the incense * Ascended up before God. The smoke.  ( Out of the Angel's hand. Ascended up. Glory be. The smoke. 
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Hymn . E.H. 241  Tibi, Christe, splendor Patris
  Thee, O Christ, the Father's splendour,               3 By whose watchful care repelling - 

    Life and virtue of the heart,                                    King of everlasting grace - 

    In the presence of the Angels                                 Every ghostly adversary, 

    Sing we now with tuneful art,                                All things evil, all things base,

    Meetly in alternate chorus                                     Grant us of thine only goodness

    Bearing our responsive part.                                  In thy Paradise a place.
2 Thus we praise with veneration                           4 Laud and honour to the Father, 

   All the armies of the sky;                                        Laud and honour to the Son, 

   Chiefly him, the warrior Primate,                           Laud and honour to the Spirit

   Of celestial chivalry,                                               Ever Three, and ever One,

   Michael, who in princely virtue                              Consubstantial, co-eternal, 

   Cast Abaddon from on high.                                   While unending ages run.        Amen. 

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple. 

( Having in his hand a golden censer. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. While John beheld * the sacred mystery, the Archangel Michael  sounded the trumpet: Forgive us, O Lord our God, that openest the book, and loosest the  seals thereof, alleluia.                    

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who dost constitute the services of Angels and men in a wonderful order: mercifully grant; that they ,who ever stand before thee and serve thee in heaven, may likewise defend our life on earth. Through. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory.- The Lord, the King of the Archangels, * O come, let us worship. Psalm 95 Venite.  Hymn E.H. 241, as above. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. The sea was moved, * and the earth quaked, when the Archangel Michael descended from heaven. Psalm 8 Domine Deus noster. 

Antiphon. Let us praise the Lord * whom Angels praise, unto whom Cherubim and Seraphim do cry: Holy, holy, holy. Psalm 11 In Domino confido 

Antiphon.The smoke of the incense * ascended up before the Lord out of the Angel's hand. Psalm 15 Domine, quis habitabit 

Antiphon. Archangel Michael, * come to the help of God's people. Psalm 19 Cæli enarrant
Antiphon. Michael, * Prince of Paradise, whom hosts of Angels honour.  Psalm 24 Domini est terra 
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Antiphon. Glorious didst thou appear * in the sight of the Lord, because the Lord hath clothed thee with majesty. Psalm 34 Benedicam Domino

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple. 

( Having in his hand a golden censer.  

From the Prophet Daniel 

Lesson j                                                                                                         Ch. 7 

I

 BEHELD till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his bead like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame. and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him. and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. 

( There was silence in heaven while the dragon fought against Michael the Archangel: * I heard the voice of thousands of thousands saying: Salvation. and honour, and power, unto God the Almighty. 

( Thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. I heard. 

Lesson ij                                                                                                 Ch. 10, 4-14 

I

N the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, which is Hiddekel; then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins are girded with fine gold of Uphaz: his body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude. 

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple, having a golden tenser in his hand, and was given unto him much incense: * And the smoke of the incense ascended up before the Lord out of the Angel's hand. 

( Before the Angels will I sing praise unto thee; I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name, O Lord. And the. 

Lesson iij

A

ND I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength. 
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( In the presence of the Angels will I sing praise unto thee. I will worship toward thy holy temple. * And praise thy Name, O my God. 

( Because of thy loving-kindness and truth; for thou hast magnified thy Name and thy Word above all things. And praise.

Lesson iv

Y

ET heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep, and my face toward the ground. And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands. And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright : for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling. Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days. 

( All Angels praise thee in the highest, O holy Lord, saying: * To thee belong praise and honour, O Lord. 

( Cherubim also and Seraphim cry: Holy, and all the heavenly host, saying. To thee. Glory be. To thee. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Holy Archangel * Miichael, defend us in the day of battles, that we perish not in the awful day of judgment. Psalm  90.Domine refugium

Antiphon. Archangel * Michael, God's messenger for the souls of the righteous, alleluia, alleluia. Psalm 96 Cantate Domino 

Antiphon. There was given unto him * much incense, that he should offer it upon the golden altar which is before the eyes of the Lord. Psalm 97  Dominus regnavit 

Antiphon. Many were the glorious * deeds of Michael the Archangel, who, valiant in warfare, won the victory.  Psalm 98  Cantate Domino
Antiphon. An Angel stood * at the altar of the temple, having a golden censer in his hand. Psalm  99  Dominus regnavit
Antiiphon. O praise the Lord, * ye Angels of his, ye servants of his that do his pleasure, O speak good of the Lord. Psalm 103 Benedic, anima mea

( The smoke of the incense ascended up before the Lord.

( Out of the Angel's hand. 

Sermon by S. Gregory the Great. 
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Lesson v                                                                          Homily 34 on the Gospels 

W

E declare that there are nine orders of Angels, for by the witness of holy Scripture wc know that there are: Angels, Archangels, Virtues, Powers, Principalities, Dominions, Thrones, Cherubim and Seraphim. Nearly all the pages of holy Scripture bear witness to the existence of Angels and Archangels. Then, as is well known, the Books of the Prophets often speak of Cherubim and Seraphim. The Apostle Paul enumerates four more orders in his Epistle to the Ephesians, saying: Far above all Principality and Power and Virtue and Dominion. Again, writing to the Colossians, he says: Whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Principalities, or Powers. Therefore when Thrones are added to the four mentioned to the Ephesians, then there are five orders. When Angels and Archangels, Cherubim and Seraphim are added to these, then, without a doubt, nine orders of Angels are found. 

( This is Michael the Archangel, Leader of the Angel hosts: * Whose privilege it is to benefit the people, and whose prayer leads them to the kingdom of heaven. 

( Archangel Michael, Prince of Paradise, whom hosts of Angels honour. Whose. 

Lesson vj

N

OW it must be realized that the name, Angel, is the title of their office; not of their nature. For these holy spirits in the heavenly fatherland are indeed always spirits, but by no means can they always be called Angels; for they are Angels only when messages are announced through them. Whence also it is said by mcans of the Psalmist: He made the spirits his Angels; as though he were to say openly: When he so wills, he makes messengers, or Angels, of those who have 

always been spirits. 

( The Archangel Michael, to whom God had committed the souls of the righteous, came with a multitude of Angels, * To lead them to the joys of Paradise. 

( O Lord, send forth thy Holy Spirit from heaven, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding.

Lesson vij

T

HOSE who announce lesser matters are called Angels; but those who announce momentous ones are called Archangels. For thus it is not simply an Angel, but Gabriel the Archangel who is sent to the Virgin Mary: for in the performance of this service it is fitting that the greatest of all Angels should come to announce the greatest of all messages. For this reason they are given individual names. so that these names may indicate the particular scope of their ministry. For Michael means, Who is like unto God? while Gabriel means, God's Fortitude, and Raphael means God's Healing.
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( At that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which standeth for the children of thy people: * And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time. 

( And at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book of life. And there.

Lesson viij 

A

ND whenever anything mighty is to be done, Michael is called, to be sent; so that by his very name and deed we are to understand that none is able to do what pertains unto God to do. Whence also that ancient enemy who through pride desired to be like God, saying: I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will be like the most High; when at the end of the world he is left with nothing but his own strength, to perish in his final punishment; then he is called to combat with Michael the Archangel, as it is said by means of John: There was war in heaven: Michael and his Angels fought against the dragon. Gabriel, too, was sent to Mary, he who was called God's Fortitude; for he came to announce him who vouchsafed to appear in lowliness in order to overcome the powers of the air. And again, Raphael means, as we have said, God's Healing; for clearly, when he touched Tobit's eyes in his capacity of healing, he wiped away the shades of blindness. 

(. Michael and his Angels fought against the devil: * And that old enemy was vanquished by them. 

(. There was war in heaven, Michael and his Angels fought against the dragon. And that. Glory be. And that.  

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon.. Michael, Gabriel, * Cherubim and Seraphim cease not to cry aloud day by day, saying: Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, alleluia. Canticles as in the Psalter, p.43.
( In the presence of the Angels will I sing praise unto thee, O my God.

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 18 

A

T that time: the disciples came unto Jesus, saying: Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And the rest. 

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest                                      Bk.3  Comm. on Matt. 18, v. 1 

A

FTER the finding of the piece of money, after the paying of the tribute, what means the sudden question of the ADostles: Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? Because they had seen the same tribute paid for Peter and the 
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Lord, they thought from the equality of the sum, that Peter was preferred to all the Apostles, for he had been made equal to the Lord in the payment of the tribute: therefore they ask, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? Jesus, perceiving their thoughts and understanding the reason for their error, chose to heal the desire for glory by the contrast of humility. 

( Be not afraid of the Gentiles, but say in your hearts: O Lord, we must worship thee: * For his Angel is with you. 

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple, baving in his hand a golden censer. 

For his.

Lesson x 

W

HEREFORE if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them 

from thee. For it must needs be that offences come, but woe to that man, who, because it must needs be that it happen in the world, by his own fault makes it happen. Therefore let every affection be cut off, every tie of kinship be cut away, lest any single believer be exposed to offences through occasion offered by affection. 

( Michael the Archangel came to the help of God's people: * He stood to succour the souls of the righteous. 

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple, having in his hand a golden censer. 

He stood. Glory be. He stood. 

Blessing May they whose Feast
Lesson xj

I

F, he says, there is anyone as close to thee as hand or foot or eye, and is anxious for thee and quick of perception, yet causes thee offence, and through dissimilarity of character is dragging thee to hell: it is better that thou be deprived of his company and of his worldly service; lest, while thou wishest to enrich thy kinsfolk and acquaintance, thou holdest the source of ruin.

( Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: * For the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell therein. For the. 

Lesson xij

F

OR I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father. He had said above that hand and foot and eye, all kinship and acquaintance which might cause offence should be cut off. Then he tempers the sternness of his words by adding a precept, saying: Take heed that ye despise not 
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one of these little ones. While I enjoin sternness, he saith, yet I teach that mercy be mingled with it. For in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father. Great is the worth of souls, that each of them has from birth an Angel appointed as guardian. Hence we read in the Revelation of S. John: Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write. The Apostle also enjoins that the heads of women be veiled in the churches because of the Angels.

 ( This is a true saying, and worthy of all acceptation: Michael the Archangel, who fought with the devil, * By the grace of God prevailed as victor, and that old enemy lay in great ruin. 

( Angels rejoice, Archangels are glad, for Michael, God's messenger. By the. Glory be. By the.

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew       Ch. 18. 1-10 

A

T that time: the disciples came unto Jesus, saying: Who is the greatest in the  

 kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. But I whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that offences come, but woe to that man by whom that offence cometh! Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 

AT LAUDS, AND THROUGH THE HOURS

Antiphon 1.An Angel stood * at the altar of the temple, having in his hand a golden censer.  Psalm 93 and the rest.  

Antiphon 2. While the Archangel * Michael contended with the dragon, a voice was heard of them that said: Salvation to our God. 
Antiphon 3. O Archangel Michael,* I have appointed thee prince  over all the souls about to be received. 
Antiphon 4. O ye Angels of the Lord, * bless ye the Lord for ever. 
Antiphon 5. Angels and Archangels, * Thrones and Dominions, Principalities and Powers,  Virtues of the heavens, O praise the Lord of heaven, alleluia.  
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Chapter                                                                                                            Rev. 1 

G

OD shewed things which must shortly come to pass, speaking by his Angel unto his servant John, who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw. 

Short ( In the presence of the Angels * I will sing praise unto thee, O my God.              In the. ( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name. I  will sing.

Glory be. In the.

Hymn E.H. 242        Christe, Sanctorum decus Angelorum  
CHRIST, the fair glory of the holy Angels,

                                Thou who hast made us, thou who o'er us rulest,

                                Grant of thy mercy unto us thy servants 

                                                   Steps up to heaven. 

                            2   Send thy Archangel, Michael, to our succour;

                                 Peacemaker blessed, may he banish from us

                                 Striving and hatred, so that for the peaceful

                                                  All things may prosper.

                            3   Send thy Archangel, Gabriel, the mighty;

                                 Herald of heaven, may he from us mortals 

                                 Spurn the old serpent, watching o'er the temples

                                                   Where thou art worshipped. 

                            4   Send thy Archangel, Raphael, the restorer 

                                 Of the misguided ways of men who wander, 

                                 Who at thy bidding strengthens soul and body

                                                    With thine anointing. 

                            5   May the blest Mother of our God and Saviour,

                                 May the assembly of the Saints in glory,

                                 May the celestial companies of Angels

                                                     Ever assist us. 

                            6   Father almighty, Son and Holy Spirit, 

                                 God ever blessed, be thou our preserver; 

                                 Thine is the glory which the Angels worship, 

                                                     Veiling their faces.                          Amen.

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple, alleluia.

( Having in his hand a golden censer, alleluia. 
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On Benedictus, Antiphon. There was silence in heaven * while the dragon waged war: and Michael fought against him, and had the victory, alleluia  

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who dost constitute the services of Angels and men in a wonderful order: mercifully grant; that they, who ever stand before thee and serve thee in heaven, may likewise defend our life on earth. Through. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. While the Archangel. 

Chapter God shewed, as above. 

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple.  
( Having in his hand a golden censer.  

AT SEXT

Antiphon. O Archangel Michael. 

Chapter                                                                                                            Rev. 5 

I

 HEARD the voice of many Angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; saying with a loud voice, Salvation to our God. 

( The smoke of the incense ascended up before God.      .  
( Out of the Angel's hand.  

AT NONE

Antiphon. Angels and Archangels. 

Chapter                                                                                                          Rev. 12 

T

HERE was war in heaven: Michael and his Angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 

( In the presence of the Angels I will sing praise unto thee, O my God.

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name 

AT II VESPERS

All as at I Vespers except the following:

Antiphons of Lauds, except the fourth. Psalms 110, 111, 112, of   Sunday, and in the last place, psalm 138 Confitebor tibi,  p. 226.

Hymn E.H. 241 Tibi Christe, as above in I Vespers. 

( In the presence of the Angels I will sing praise unto thee, O my God. 

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.O Prince most glorious, * Michael the Archangel, keep us in remembrance: here and everywhere, always, entreat  the Son of God for us,  alleluia, alleluia.    

Collect O God, as above.

1795
Then commemoration is made of the following. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE THIRTIETH OF SEPTEMBER
ON THE FEAST OF S. JEROME

PRIEST, CONFESSOR AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

DOUBLE

All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop, p. xcvj, except the following. 

On Magnificat in both Vespers, Antiphon. O Teacher right excellent, O light of Holy Church, O blessed Jerome, lover of the divine law: intercede for us unto the Son of God. 

( The Lord loved him, and adorned him. ( He clothed him with a robe of glory. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who for the exposition of the sacred Scriptures didst bestow upon thy Church blessed Jerome, thy Confessor and most illustrious Doctor: grant, we beseech thee; that by his intercession, we may through thine assistance be enabled to perform those things which he taught both in word and deed. Through. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons He will seek out, from the Common of Doctors, p. xc. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

J

EROME, son of Eusebius, was born at Stridonium in Dalmatia during the reign of the Emperor Constantius. He was baptized while still young at Rome, and was educated in the liberal arts by Donatus and other learned men. Then, zealous for learning, he travelled through Gaul, where he cultivated some pious men, who were learned in divine letters, and copied many sacred books with his own hand. Then he went to Greece, was instructed in philosophy and rhetoric, and flourished in the company of the greatest theologians: especially he resorted to Gregory Nazianzen in Constantinople, whom he proclaims as the teacher from whom he learned sacred letters. 

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him £rom his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. 
( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave.

Lesson vj

D

RAWN by religious motives, he visited the crib of the Lord Christ and all of Palestine: in which wandering he testifies that he profited much in his understanding of the sacred Scripture by frequenting the most learned of the 
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Hebrews. Then he withdrew into the vast Syrian desert, where he spent four years in reading divine books and comtemplating heavenly blessedness, tormenting himself with unremitting abstinence, many tears, and affliction of the body.

 (,.The Lord loved him,and adorned him: he clothed him wiyh a robe of glory. * And at the gates of paradise he crowned him. 

(The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith,and adorned him. And at. 

Lesson vij 

T

HEN He was ordained priest by Paulinus, Bishop of Antioch, and went to Pope Damasus in Rome with Paulinus and Epiphanius in connection with controversies of some bishops, and assisted him in writing ecclesiastical epistles. But overcome by desire for his former solitude, he returned to Palestine, to the crib of Christ the Lord in Bethlehem, and in the monastery which had been erected by Paula the Roman, he formed a certain heavenly rule of life; and though much afflicted with various diseases and sufferings, yet he overcane his bodily discomforts by works of piety and ceaseless study and writing.

( This man did according to all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

(.This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. For thee 

Lesson viij

F

ROM all parts of the world he was referred to as an oracle on questions of expounding the divine Scriptures. Pope Damasus and Saint Augustine often consulted him on most difficult passages of Scripture, on account of his remarkable learning, and of his knowledge, not only of Latin and Greek, but also of Hebrew and Chaldaic, and because he had read almost all the Scriptures, as testified by the same Augustine. He attacked the heretics with very fierce writings, and always took up the defence of the godly and catholic. He translated the Old Testament from the Hebrew, and at the order of Damasus rendered the New faithfully from the Greek, and also expounded the greater part. He also rendered into Latin many writings of learned men: and himself illuminated the Christian rule with other monuments of his own genius. Having reached extreme old age, and being renowned for learning and holiness, he passed to heaven in the reign of the Emperor Honorius. His body was buried at Bethlehem, but was afterwards translated to the Basilica of S. Mary at the Crib, in Rome. 

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.
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( He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, O Lord. And hast.  Glory be. And hast.
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 5 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? And the rest. 

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest                                      Bk. 1. Comm. on Matt. Ch. 5 
S

ALT is what the Apostles and Doctors are called; for with them is the whole human race seasoned. But if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be seasoned? If a doctor shall err, by what other doctor shall he be corrected? He is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. The example is taken from farm work. For although salt is necessary for seasoning food and preserving meat, it yet is of no use for anything else. 

 This is he which wrought great wonders before God, and praised the Lord with all his heart. *  May he pray for all people that their sins may be forgiven.

 Behold a man without blame, a worshipper of God in truth, keeping himself from every evil deed and abiding still in his innocency.  May he.
Lesson x

W

E read in Scripture that certain cities were sown with salt, by avenging conquerors, so that nothing would grow in them. Then let doctors and bishops beware, and let them see that the powerful are powerfully tormented; and that there is no remedy, but that the ruin of the great leads to hell. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid; neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick, and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 

 In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth. * And the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding.

He shall find joy and a crown of gladness.  And the.

Lesson xj  
H

E teaches  boldness in preaching, lest the Apostles should shrink back through timidity, and be like candles under a bushel: but let them come forth freely, and let them proclaim upon the housetops what they have heard in closets.

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. Either that he would fulfil what had been prophesied of him by others; or else that he would fulfil by his preaching those things that had been 
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incomplete and imperfect on account of the weakness of the hearers, taking away wrath, forbidding the tooth for a tooth. and condemning the hidden lust of the heart. 

(  Blessed is the man that is found without blemish and hath not gone after gold: * His goods shall be established.

( Who might offend, and hath not offended, or done evil, and hath not done it. His goods.
T

ILL heaven and earth pass. A new heaven and a new earth are promised unto us, which the Lord God will make. Then if the new ones are to be created, then it follows that the old ones will pass away. But from what follows: One jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled: it is shown from the example of a letter, that even that which seems least in the law is full of spiritual mysteries, and that all is gathered up in the Gospels.

( O Holy commemoration of blessed  N.  O the inestimable joy of love! whilst he despised the pomp of the world * He was joined to life eternal.

( For whom to live was Christ, to die was gain. He was. Glory be. He was.

Gospel Ye are the salt, xciij

In II Vespers commemoration is made of the following.

____________________________________ 

FEASTS OF OCTOBER

On the first unimpeded day is said the Office of the Dead. 

____________________________________
The First of October

Saint Remigius, Bishop and Confessor

Semidouble ad lib.

Which if it fall on a Sunday, or is impeded by a Feast of xij Lessons, will be a simple of necessity, and will have a xij. Lesson: but on a day within an Octave only a commemoration is made.

All from the Common of a Confessor Bishop, p. lxxj, except the following.

In the Hymn Iste Confessor the third line is changed. 
Antiphon. O thou Priest and Bishop, thou worker of mighty works, thou good shepherd of the people, pray unto the Lord for us.
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( The Lord loved him and adorned him. ( He clothed him with a robe of glory. 

COLLECT
G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that the venerable solemnity of blessed Remigius, thy Confessor and Bishop, may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons This is a true saying, p. lxxiij, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

R

EMIGIUS, Bishop of Rheims, flourished in the time of Clovis, king of the Franks, whom he also baptized, and he was the first of all to lead the Franks to the faith of Christ the Lord by his teaching and miracles. By his prayers he raised a dead girl to life. He expounded many of the books of Holy Scripture. For more than seventy years he ruled the Church of Rheims in the most exemplary manner. The sanctity of his life and death were proved by the many miracles which followed after them. 

( I have found David, p.  

Lesson vj, vij and viij from the Sermon of S. Maximus, It is vain, p. lxxvj.

( vj.  I have laid help.  (vij.  This is he.   (viij.  The Lord.

In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel,  A man travelling,   p. lxxix.

Vespers of the following.
__________________________________________________________________

THE SECOND OF OCTOBER

  THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS

GREATER DOUBLE

AT VESPERS

Antiphons from Lauds below, omitting the fourth..Psalms 110, 111, 112 ,113, of Sunday.  

Chapter                                                                                                             Ex. 23

B

EHOLD, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice.

Short (  The smoke of the incense * Ascended up before God. The smoke. ( Out of the Angel's hand. Ascended up. Glory be. The smoke.

Hymn       Custodes hominum 

1800
The Guardians of our race, our Angel Guides we hail;

                       Our Father sendeth forth to aid our nature frail 

                       These heavenly friends, lest we should suffer overthrow 

                       Through cunning of our subtle foe.

                    2 For he, who justly lost the honour once his own, 

                       The traitor angel, rues his lost and vacant throne, 

                       With burning envy strives to make them fall away 

                       Whom God doth call to heavenly day. 

                    3 Then, watchful Guardian, spread thy wings and cleave the air, 

                       Haste hither to our home committed to thy care; 

                       Drive thence each anxious ill that might the soul infest, 

                       Nor suffer danger here to rest.

                   4 Now to the holy Three your praise devoutly pour; 

                      His glorious Godhead guides and governs evermore 

                      This triple frame: to him ascribe we all our praise 

                      Who reigns through everlasting days.                      Amen. 

( In the presence of the Angels I will sing praise unto thee, O my God. 

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. They are all * ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation.    
COLLECT

O

 GOD, who of thy ineffable providence dost vouchsafe to send thy holy Angels to be our guardians: grant unto us thy humble servants; that we may ever both be defended by their protection, and rejoice in their everlasting fellowship. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Remigius, unless his Feast shall have been celebrated as a Simple. Antiphon The Lord loved. ( The Lord guided.

AT MATINS

Invitatory.- The Lord, the King of the Angels, * O come, let us worship. Psalm 95 Venite 

Hymn Custodes hominum, as above in Vespers. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. The Lord God * of heaven and earth shall send his Angel before thee. Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster 
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Antiphon. My God * hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me. Psalm 11 In Domino confido 
Antiphon. Go prosperously, * and the Lord be with you in your journey, and his Angel keep you company. Psalm 15 Domine, quis 

Antiphon. When I came * unto you. by the will of God I came; bless him, and give him thanks. Psalm 19.  Cæli enarrant 

Antiphon. The Angel of the Lord, * which went before the camp of Israel, removed, and went behind them. Psalm 21. Domini est terra 

Antiphon. The Angel of the Lord * tarrieth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them. Psalm 34 Benedicam Domino
( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple. 

( Having in his hand a golden censer. 

 From the Book of Exodus 

Lesson j                                                                                               Ch. 23, 20-23 

B

EHOLD, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him. But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries. For mine Angel shall go before thee. 

( God shall give his Angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. * They shall bear thee in their hands, that thou hurt not thy foot against a stone. 

( Thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. They shall. 

From the Book of Zechariah 

Lesson ij                                                                                                 Ch. 1, 7-11 

T

HE word of the Lord came unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, I saw by night, and behold a man riding upon a red horse, and he stood among the myrtle trees that were in the bottom; and behind him were there red horses. speckled and white. Then said I, O my Lord, what are these? And the angel that talked with me said unto me, I will shew thee what these be. And the man that stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, These are they whom the Lord hath sent to walk to and fro through the earth. And they answered the angel of the Lord that stood among the myrtle trees, and said, We have walked to and fro through the earth, and, behold, all the earth sitteth still, and is at rest. 

( Then the Angel of the Lord answered and said: O Lord of hosts, * How long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusalem, and on the cities of Judah, against which 

1802

thou hast had indignation. 

( These threescore and ten years? How long. 

Lesson iij                                                                                                Ch. 1. 13-16 

A

ND the Lord answered the angel that talked with me with good words and comfortable words. So the angel that communed with me said unto me, Cry thou, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; I am jealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy. And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, and they helped forward the aftliction. Therefore thus saith the Lord; I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith the Lord of hosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem. 

( Be not afraid of the Gentiles, but say in your hearts : O Lord, we must worship thee: * For his Angel is with you.

( An Angel stood at the altar of the temple, having in his hand a golden censer. For his.  

Lesson iv

I

 LIFTED up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold a man with a measuring line in his hand. Then said I, Whither goest thou? And he said unto me, To measure Jerusalem, to see what is the breadth thereof, and what is the length thereof. And, behold, the angel that talked with me went forth, and another angel went out to meet him, and said unto him, Run, speak to this young man, saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein; For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and  will be the glory in the midst of her.

( Jacob beheld a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven, and, behold, the Angels of God ascending and descending upon it, and the Lord stood above it, and said unto him: * I am the Lord thy God and thy Defender, the lifter up of thine head. 

(. The Angels of God met Jacob, and when he saw them, he said: This is God's host, through whom he doth help me, as he said. I am. Glory be. I am. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. The Lord sent * an Angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour. and the leaders and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. Psalm 90 Domine refugium
Antiphon. An Angel stood * at the altar of the temple, having in his hand a golden censer. Psalm 96 Cantate Domino
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Antiphon. Worship the Lord, * all ye Angels: Sion heard of it, and rejoiced. Psalm 97 Dominus regnavit
Antiphon. Send forth * before us, O Lord, thy good Angel in the might of thine arm, that they which hear us may fear. Psalm. 98. Cantate Domino
Antiphon. My Angel * shall be with you, saith the Lord: he also shall search out your spirits. Psalm 99 . Dominus regnavit
Antiphon. O praise the Lord, * ye Angels of his, ye that excel in strength, ye that fulfil his commandment, and hearken unto the voice of his words. Psalm 103 

Benedic, anima  mea
( The smoke of the incense ascended up before the Lord. 

( Out of the Angel's hand. 

¶ In place of the Sermon by Bernard of Clairvaux, not given here, may be read the Lessons for S. Michael, above, with the ((  as below.

( v. As the Lord liveth, * His Angel hath kept me in my way that I went thither, and in my sojourning there, and in mine home-coming again hither. 

( And the Lord hath not suffered me that am his hand- maid to be defiled. His. 

( vj. The Angel  of the Lord came down into the furnace together with Azarias and his fellows, and smote the flame of the fire out of the furnace, * So that the fire touched them not at all, neither hurt them. 

( Blessed be their God, who sent his Angel, and delivered his servants that trusted him. So that. 

( vij.  In all their affliction he was afflicted, * And the Angel of his presence saved them. 

( In his love and pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old. And the.

( viij. An Angel stood at the altar of the temple, having in his hand a golden censer, and there was given unto him much incense: * And the smoke of the incense ascended up before the Lord out of the Angel's hand. 

( In the presence of the Angels will I sing unto thee. I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name, O my God. And the. Glory be. And the. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. Behold, * I send my Angel, which shall prepare my way before thy face. Canticles Domini miserere nostri, with the rest, as in the Psalter,  p. 43. 

( In the presence of the Angels will I sing praise unto thee, O my God. 

( I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name 
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