 The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. *  And gave him perpetual glory. 

 The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave.

Blessing May Christ grant. 

Lesson vj 
Y

ET venerable Nonnosus, upon a day, began to think with himself that at least that piece of ground would serve very well to set worts, if by any means that huge stone could be taken away; but then he likewise thought that five hundred yoke of oxen would not be able to stir it; whereupon, despairing of all human help, he betook himself to God's goodness, and in that very place gave himself to prayer in the quiet time of the night, and behold, on the morning, when the monks came thither, they found that huge stone removed far off, and a very fit plot of ground left to make them a garden.

 The Lord loved him  and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. *
And at the gates of paradise he crowned him 

The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at.

Blessing May God enkindle.

Lesson vij
A

T another time, the same holy man being washing of lamps made of glass, one of them by chance fell out of his hands, and brake into many pieces; who, fearing the great fury of the Abbot, did forthwith gather up all the fragments, laid them before the altar, and there with great sighing fell to his prayers; and afterward, lifting up his head, he found the lamp entire and whole. And thus, in these two miracles, did he imitate two notable |28 fathers, to wit, Gregory and Donatus; the first of which removed a mountain, and the other made a broken chalice safe and sound.

 This man did  according unto all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

 This is he which hated his life In this world, and is come unto life eternal.  For thee.

Lesson viij 

U

PON a certain day, when the old oil was spent, and the time to gather olives was now at hand, the Abbot, because their own trees took not, thought it best to send the monks abroad to help strangers in the gathering of theirs, that for the recompense of their labour they might bring home some oil for the necessities of
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their own house. This determination the man of God, Nonnosus, in great humility did hinder, lest the monks, going abroad from their cloister to get oil, might lose somewhat in the devotion of their souls. And therefore, because he saw that their own trees had yet a few olives, he willed those to be gathered and put into the press, and that oil which came forth to be brought unto him, though it were never so little; which being done, he set the little vessel before the altar, and after their departure he offered his prayers to God, which being ended, he called for the monks, commanding them to take away the oil which they brought, and to pour a little thereof into all the vessels which they had, that each of them might have some of the benediction of that oil: which being done, he caused the vessels, empty as they were, to be close stopped, and the next day they found them all full.

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart’s desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, O Lord. And hast. Glory be. And hast.

 In the iij. Nocturn, Homily upon the Gospel, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee. 

In ij Vespers commemoration is made of the following.

Antiphon. I will liken him  unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock.

The Lord loved him,and adorned  him. He clothed him with a robe of glory. 

Collect as below.

__________________________________________________________________

The Third of September

S. Stephen, King of Hungary, 

Confessor. Semidouble
(d.Aug. 15, 1038)

All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop, except those things which are placed here.
COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God, unto thy Church: that as thy blessed Confessor Stephen, while he reigned on earth, did spread abroad her faith, so she may be found worthy to have him for her glorious defender in the heavens. Through. 

In the Hymn is said 

Gaining his guerdon on this day receiveth

                                        Honour and praises
Lessons of the first Nocturn Though the righteous, unless a Scripture occur. 
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IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v
S

TEPHEN brought to Hungary the faith of Christ and the name of King, having obtained the royal crown from the Bishop of Rome, and having been anointed king at his command; he founded various religious houses in Rome, Jerusalem and Constantinople; and in Hungary established with marvellous devotion and munificence the archiepiscopal see of Gran and ten other bishopricks. Equal was his love and generosity towards the poor, whom he embraced as Christ himself, and never sent anyone away grieving or empty-handed; but having spent his immense fortune in relieving their needs, he often in his extreme charity gave away also his household goods: he was accustomed moreover to wash the feet of the poor with his own hands, to frequent the infirmaries alone and anonymously at night, to minister to those lying there, and to show other offices of charity: and by the merit of these virtues his right hand, when the rest of his body had dissolved, remained uncorrupted. 

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. 

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave. 

Lesson vj 

I

N zeal for prayer he remained awake almost all nights, and being fixed on the contemplation of heavenly things, at times appeared to be taken out of the body and carried into the places on high. More than once, in a quite wonderful way, guarded by prayer, he escaped conspiracies of enemies and attacks of powerful foes. Emeric, his son by Ghisella of Bavaria, sister of the holy Emperor Henry, whom he had married, he trained in such discipline of life and such piety as his later sanctity showed.

( The Lord loved him and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. * And at the gates of paradise he crowned him. 

( The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith,and adorned him. And at. 

Lesson vij

B

UT he so ordered his kingdom's affairs, that, having summoned from everywhere the wisest and holiest men, he never undertook anything without their advice. Meanwhile in sackcloth and ashes he most humbly prayed to God that he might see all Hungary catholic before he should depart this life. And indeed for his immense zeal in spreading the faith he was called the Apostle of
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that nation, and the Roman Bishop gave him and the kings after him the right to be preceded by a processional Cross. 

( This man did according to all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. For thee

Lesson viij

H

E had a most ardent devotion to the Mother of God, built a magnificent Church in her honour, and declared her the Patroness of Hungary; in return, he was received into heaven by the same Virgin on the very day of her Assumption, which day the Hungarians, by edict of their holy king, call the Day of the Great Lady. His holy body, giving off a most sweet fragrance and exuding a celestial liquid, amongst many and various miracles was translated to a more noble place and more honourably entombed, at the Pope's command. ((But Pope Innocent XI ordered his Feast to be observed on September 2 because of a notable victory by the army of Leopold I, Emperor Elect of the Romans, and king of Hungary in a battle with divine help against the Turks on that day in Buda.)) 
(  O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, O Lord. And hast.  Glory be. And hast
In the iij.  Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, A certain nobleman, from the Common, p. cxxj. 

__________________________________________________________________
1892:

THE EIGHTH OF SEPTEMBER

ON THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS WITH OCTAVE

AT VESPERS

Antiphon 1.  The Nativity   * of the glorious Virgin Mary, of  the seed of Abraham, arising from the tribe of Judah, resplendent from the line of David.   Psalms 110,  113, 122, 127, as in the Common of Virgins. 

Antiphon 2.  Today is the  Nativity * of the holy Virgin Mary, whose glorious life illumineth all the Churches.    

Antiphon 3. Mary shines forth * arising from a royal line: whom with mind and spirit devoutly   we ask to aid us by her prayers.    
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Antiphon 4. Let us celebrate * with joy the Nativity of blessed Mary, that she may intercede for us to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Chapter, He created me, Short (, Hail, Mary and Hymn E.H. 213 Ave maris Stella as on Feasts of the B.V.M..  
( Today is the Nativity of the holy Virgin Mary.

( Whose glorious life illumineth all the churches. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Let us  celebrate * the most worthy Nativity of the glorious Virgin Mary, who both obtained the dignity of a mother, and lost not her virginal modesty. 

COLLECT
W

E beseech thee, O Lord, bestow upon us thy servants the gift of thy heavenly grace: that as the Childbearing of the blessed Virgin was to us the beginning of salvation, so this devout solemnity of her Nativity may bestow an increase of peace. Through. 

At the end of the Hymns  throughout the whole Octave, is said 

         All honour, laud, and glory be,        All glory, as is ever meet, 

            O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee;            To Father and to Paraclete. 

                                                                                                      Amen. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory.- Let us celebrate the Nativity of the Virgin Mary: * Let us worship Christ the Lord her Son. Psalm 95 Venite
Hymn. E.H. 2l4  Quem Terra as in the Common. And all as on Feasts of the B.V.M. escept the following.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN 
Here begineth the Song of Songs. 

Lesson j                                                                                              Ch. 1. 2-17 

L

ET him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine. Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee. Draw me, we will run after thee; the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee. 

(  To-day is born the blessed Virgin Mary of the lineage of David; * By whom the salvation of the world hath appeared to them that bclieve; whose glorious life hath given light unto the world. 

( Let us joyfully celebrate thc Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary. By whom.

Lesson ij
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I

 AM black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. Look not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath looked upon me: my mother's children were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept. Tell me, thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest. where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be us one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions? 

( Let us joyfully celebrate the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary, * That she may intercede for us unto the Lord Jesus Christ. 

( Let us celebrate devoutly the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary. That she

Lesson iij

I

F THOU know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents. I have compared thee, O my love, to a company of horses in Pharaoh's chariots. Thy checks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with chains of gold. 

( Let us call to mind the right worthy birth of the glorious Virgin Mary, * Whose lowliness the Lord regarded; who, by the message of an Angel, conceived the Saviour of thc world. 

( Let us celebrate devoutly the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary. Whose
Lesson iv

W

 HILE the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof. A bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved unto me; he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts. My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards of Engedi. Behold. thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast dove's eyes. Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant: also our bed is green. The beams of our house are cedar, and our rafters of fir. 

(  Sprung from a royal race, Mary shineth resplendeth, * By whose prayers we ask devoutly that we may be aided both in mnd and spirit.

( With heart and soul let us sing glory unto Christ on thi holy festival of his exalted Mother. By whose. Glory be. By whose.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop                        On the Annunciatlon of Our Lady 

Lesson v 

B

ELOVED, this is the longed for day of the blessed and venerable ever-virgin Mary. Therefore let earth rejoice with exceeding joy, illumined by the 
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birthday of so great a Virgin. For she is the flower of the field; from her has sprung the precious lily of the valley, through whose birth the nature of earthly day is changed and sin is destroyed. 

( The Nativity of the glorious Virgin Mary of the seed of Abraham, sprung from the tribe of Judah, and the noble stock of David: * Whose glorious life illumineth all the Churches. 

( To-day is born the Virgin Mary of the lineage of David. Whose. 

Lesson vj

I

N her was cancelled that word concerning the woe of Eve: In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children; for in gladness she brought forth her Lord. Eve mourned: she exulted. Eve carried tears in her womb; Mary, joy. Eve brought forth a sinner: Mary the sinless One. The mother of our race brought punishment to the world: the Mother of our Lord brought salvation to the world. 

( With gladness and due solemnity let us celebrate the Nativity of blessed Mary. * That she may intercede for us unto the Lord. 

( With heart and soul let us sing glory unto Christ on this holy festival of Mary the Virgin Mother of God. That she.

Lesson vij 

E

VE was the source of sin: Mary of merit. Eve by bringing death was our undoing: Mary by bringing life was our profit. Eve wounded us: Mary healed us. Obedience is given in exchange for disobedience, faith atones for infidelity. Now let Mary play upon instruments, and let the timbrels sound between the quick fingers of the young mother. Let choirs sing with joy, and tuneful lays mingle in alternate strains. 

( Thy Nativity, O Virgin Mother of God, hath brought tidings of joy unto the whole world: * For out of thee hath arisen the Sun of righteousness, Christ our God, * Who hath given us blessing, setting us free from the curse; and confounding death, he hath bestowed on us life everlasting. 

( Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. For out.

Lesson viij 
H

EARKEN, therefore, how our Musician sang: My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath done to me great things: and holy is his Name. Therefore the miraculous new birth conquered the prevailing error; and Mary's song silenced Eve's lament.
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( With heart and soul let us sing glory unto Christ on this holy festival of  Mary the Virgin Mother of God. * That she may intercede for us unto the Lord. 

( With gladness and due solemnity let us celebrate the Nativity of blessed Mary. That she. Glory be. That she.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. Today * is born the blessed Virgin Mary of the seed of David; through whom the salvation of the world hath appeared to them that believe. Canticles Hearken,  p. clxxiv

God hath chosen her, and preferred her. 

 He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matlhew

Lesson ix                                                                                                           Ch. 1 

T

HE book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob. And the rest.

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest                                     Comm. on Matt. Bk. 1 v. 1 

W

E read in Isaiah, Who shall declare his generation? We must not therefore think that the Evangelist is contrary to the Prophet, because that which the one said was impossible of statement, the other begins to relate. One is speaking of the generation of the Godhead, the other of the Incarnation. But he begins from mortal persons, that we may learn to know God through man. 

( All generations shall call me blessed, * For the Lord that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy is his Name. 

( And his mercy is on them that fear him, from generation to generation. For the Lord.

Lesson x

S

ON of David, son of Abraham. The order is inverted, but changed of necessity, for if he had placed Abraham first. and afterwards David, it would have been necessary to trace back to Abraham again in order that the line of descent might be constructed.  ¶   Therefore he passed over the others and named him son of these, because to these only was the promise concerning Christ made. To Abraham, in thy seed, he said, shall all the nations of the earth be blessed: that is Christ. To David, Of the fruit of thy body shall I set upon thy seat. 

( Happy indeed art thou, O holy Virgin Mary, and worthy of all praise: * For from thee hath arisen the Sun of Righteousness. * Christ our God.
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( Pray for the people, entreat for the clergy, intercede for all womankind vowed unto God. May all acknowledge the help of thy prayer, who celebrate thy holy Nativity. For from.  

Blessing May the Virgin of virgins whose Feast we are keeping intercede for us to the Lord. 

Lesson xj
N

OW Judah begat Phares and Zara by Thamar. It is to be noted that in the Saviour's lineage none of the holy women is included, but those whom the Scriptures censure: that he, who had come on behalf of sinners, being born of sinners might destroy the sins of all men. Whence also Ruth the Moabitess is placed among them that follow, and Bathsheba, wife of Uriah. 

(  Today let us celebrate with due solemnity the nativity of the ever-Virgin Mother of God. * From whose throne came forth the King of heaven.

( Sprung from a royal race, Mary shineth resplendent. From whose.

For S.Hadrian, Martyr.

Lesson xij 

H

ADRIAN, by the command of Emperor Maximian persecuting Christians in 

Nicomedia,when he had often been amazed at their constancy in confessing the faith and enduring torments, was strongly moved thereby and converted to Christ. Therefore with twenty-three other Christians he was cast in prison: and there his wife Natalia, who also herself had previously put her faith in Christ, visited him and encouraged him to martyrdom. And so, being brought out of prison, he was beaten with whips until his bowels gushed out. Finally, his legs being broken, and his hands and feet cut off, together with many others he brought the contest of his martyrdom to a happy end. 

( This is a Martyr who strove for his Master' s precepts, even unto death, and feared not the words of evil men: * Forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation.

( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. Forasmuch. 

¶ But if the Nativity is said under a rite of the I class or is transferred, Lesson x is divided at the ¶  and the following  xij. ( is said.

O holy and spotless virginity! I know not how to praise thee, * For thou hast borne in thy breast him whiom the heavens cannot contain.

(Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.For thou. Glory be. For thou.
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The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matlhew                           Ch. 1 

T

HE book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob: and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren: And Judas begat Phares and  Zara of Thamar: and Phares begat Esrom: and Esrom begat Aram:  And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and 1 Naasson begat Salmon; And Salnl0n begat Booz of Rachab: and Booz begat Abed of Ruth: and Abed begat Jesse: And Jesse begat David the king:  and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias: And Solomon begat Roboam: and Roboam begat Abia: and Abia begat Asa: And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias; And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias; 10 And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren. about the time they were carried away to Babylon: And after they were brought to Babylon. Jechonias begat Salathiel: and Salathiel begat Zorobabel;  And Zorohabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begatAzor;  And Azor begat Sadoc: and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob: And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.  

AT LAUDS and the Hours

Antiphon 1.  The Nativity   * of the glorious Virgin Mary, of  the seed of Abraham, arising from the tribe of Judah, resplendent from the line of David.   Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit,  etc. 

Antiphon 2.  Today is the  Nativity * of the holy Virgin Mary, whose glorious life illumineth all the Churches.    

Antiphon 3. Mary shines forth * arising from a royal line: whom with mind and spirit devoutly   we ask to aid us by her prayers.    

Antiphon 4. With heart and mind * let us sing glory to Christ in this holy solemnity of the most exalted Mother of God,  Mary.    

Antiphon 5. Let us celebrate * with joy the Nativity of blessed Mary, that she may intercede for us to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Chapter, Short (  and Hymn as in the Common. 

( Today is the Nativity of  Saint Mary the Virgin.

( Whose glorious life illumineth all the Churches.

On Benedictus, Antiphon. Let us solemnly * celebrate the  Nativity today of the ever-virgin Mary,  Mother of God, by which was brought forth the throne of the Most High, alleluia.  
Collect as above at Vespers. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Hadrian, Martyr, in this place only.. 
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Antiphon.   He that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto   life  eternal.

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee,almighty God:  that we,  who devoutly celebrate the birthday of blessed Hadrian thy Martyr,  may by his intercession be stablished in the love of thy name. Through. 

AT TERCE
Antiphon.  Today is the Nativity. 

Chapter He created me as in the Common.  

( In thy grace, and in thy beauty.  

( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.  

AT SEXT

Antiphon.  Mary shines forth. 

Chapter                                                                                                   Ecclus 24 

S

O was I established in Sion: likewise in the beloved city he gave me rest, and in Jerusalem was my power; and I took root in an honourable people, even in the portion of the Lord's inheritance, and my abode is in the assembly of the saints. 

( God shall help her with his countenance.  

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed.  

AT NONE

Antiphon Let us celebrate.

Chapter                                                                                                 Ecclus 24 

I

 GAVE a sweet smell like cinnamon and aspalathus, and I yielded a pleasant odour like the best myrrh. 
( God hath chosen her and preferred her. God hath. 

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle.  

At second Vespera all as at the first, except the following.. 

( Today is the Nativity of  Saint Mary the Virgin.

( Whose glorious life illumineth all the Churches.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Thy Nativity, * O virgin Mother of God, hath proclaimed joy  to the whole world: For from thee hath risen the Sun of righteousness, Christ our God; who, destroying the curse, gave blessing; and confounding death, hath given  us life eternal. 

Collect Grant, we beseech thee, as above.

And commemoration is made of  S. Gorgonius, Martyr. 
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Antiphon.This is a Martyr who strove for his Master's precepts even unto death: and feared not the words of evil men, forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 

COLLECT

L

ET thy Saint Gorgonius, O Lord, gladden us by his intercession: and make us to rejoice in this holy solemnity. Through. 

¶ The Feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary is placed below before the Commons. 

__________________________________________________________________

WITHIN THE OCTAVE

of the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary.

Semidouble

AT MATINS

Invitatory.- Let us celebrate the Nativity of the Virgin Mary: * Let us worship Christ the Lord her Son. Psalm 95 Venite
Hymn. E.H. 2l4  Quem Terra as in the Common.  
IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon (on the first day, on which it happens to be said of the Octave). . Blessed  * art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. Psalms of the occurrent Feria as in the Psalter.
Antiphon on the ij. day. Sing for us *  again and again before this maiden's bed the sweet songs of the drama.
Antiphon on the iij  day God shall help her * with his countenance; God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed
Antiphon on the iv day. A fountain of gardens, * a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon.

**Antiphon on the v day. Rejoice, * O Virgin Mary: thou hast mightily destroyed all the heresies in the whole world..

On Monday and Thursday

 In thy grace and in thy beauty.  Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

Our Father.   Absolution Hear, O Lord.

__________________________________________________________________

** supplied in succession in both Nocturns from the Common, because of extra day within Octave owing to non- observance of Nicholas of Tolentino on September 10.
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On Tuesday and Friday.
 God shall help her with his countenance. 

 God is In the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. 
Absolution  May his mercy  Blessing May God the Father.

.
On Wednesday and Saturday

God hath chosen her, and preferred her. 

 He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

Absolution  From the chains. 

Blessings

1. May he bless us.  2. May the Virgin.  3. May the King.

Lessons according to the day of the month as below.

On Monday and Thursday

( j.  To-day is born the blessed Virgin Mary of the lineage of David; * By whom the salvation of the world hath appeared to them that bclieve; whose glorious life hath given light unto the world. 

( Let us joyfully celebrate thc Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary. By whom.

 (  ij. Let us joyfully celebrate the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary, * That she may intercede for us unto the Lord Jesus Christ. 

( Let us celebrate devoutly the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary. That she

( iij. Let us call to mind the right worthy birth of the glorious Virgin Mary, * Whose lowliness the Lord regarded; who, by the message of an Angel, conceived the Saviour of thc world. 

( Let us celebrate devoutly the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary. Whose. Glort be. Whose.

On Tuesday and Friday.
( j. The Nativity of the glorious Virgin Mary of the seed of Abraham, sprung from the tribe of Judah, and the noble stock of David: * Whose glorious life illumineth all the Churches. 

( To-day is born the Virgin Mary of the lineage of David. Whose. 

( ij. With gladness and due solemnity let us celebrate the Nativity of blessed Mary. * That she may intercede for us unto the Lord. 

( With heart and soul let us sing glory unto Christ on this holy festival of Mary the Virgin Mother of God. That she.
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( iij. Thy Nativity, O Virgin Mother of God, hath brought tidings of joy unto the whole world: * For out of thee hath arisen the Sun of righteousness, Christ our God, * Who hath given us blessing, setting us free from the curse; and confounding death, he hath bestowed on us life everlasting. 

( Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. For out. Glory be. For out.

On Wednesday and Saturday

(  j. All generations shall call me blessed, * For the Lord that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy is his Name. 

( And his mercy is on them that fear him, from generation to generation. For the Lord.

 (  ij. Happy indeed art thou, O holy Virgin Mary, and worthy of all praise: * For from thee hath arisen the Sun of Righteousness. * Christ our God.

( Pray for the people, entreat for the clergy, intercede for all womankind vowed unto God. May all acknowledge the help of thy prayer, who celebrate thy holy Nativity. For from.  
( iij. Today let us celebrate with due solemnity the nativity of the ever-Virgin Mother of God. * From whose throne came forth the King of heaven.

( Sprung from a roylal race, Mary shineth resplendent. From whose. Glory be. From whose.
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN 

Antiphon (on the first day, on which it happens to be said of the Octave). . O holy Mother of God, *  thou hast yielded a pleasant odour, like the best myrrh. Psalms of the occurrent Feria.
Antiphon on the ij. day. In thy grace * and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.
Antiphon on the iij  day. Thy lips, O my spouse, * drop as the honey-comb: hoiney and milk are under thy tongue,  and the smell of thy garments is like incense.
Antiphon on the iv day . O holy Mother of God,  * all we who dwell in thee are in gladness.
* Antiphon on the v day.  Vouchsafe that I may praise thee, * O holy Virgin: give me strength against thine enemies 

Chapter                                                                                           Ecclus. 24, 19-20

C

OME unto me, all ye that be desirous of me, and fill yourselkves with my fruits. For my memorial is sweeter than honey, and mine inheritance than the honey-comb.

 Full of grace are thy lips.   Because God hath blessed thee for ever.
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Kyrie eleison. Our Father, secretly.( And lead us not. ( The Lord be with you.

COLLECT
W

E beseech thee, O Lord, bestow upon us thy servants the gift of thy heavenly grace: that as the Childbearing of the blessed Virgin was to us the beginning of salvation, so this devout solemnity of her Nativity may bestow an increase of peace. Through. 

At Lauds (which begin immediately from O God, make speed) and through the Hours, all as on the day of the Feast. 

In Vespers throughout the Octave all as in ij Vespers of the Feast: but in j. Vespers of the Octave day all as in j. Vespers of the Feast. 
__________________________________________________________________

The Ninth of September

Second Day within the Octave of the Nativity of blessed Mary.

All as above, except the Lessons..

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
From the Sermon of S. Augustine, Bishop.                        Sermon 18 on the Saints

Lesson j. 

M

ARY exults, and wonders with joy to find herself a mother, and rejoices that she has brought forth by the Holy Spirit: nor does she fear at having brought forth unmarried; but as she has borme a child, she wonders with exultation. O woman above women blessed, who knew no man at all, and surrounded a man in her womb! Mary encloses a man, by believing the Angel, as Eve lost a man, by consenting to the serpent. O happy obedience, o excellent grace: That she, humbly believing, embodied in herself the Maker of heaven. From this she deserved the glory which later she increased. Behold, she says, from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed.

Lesson ij 

O

 BLESSED Mary, who is able worthily to return thee vows of thanks and proclamations of praise, who by thine assent alone hast brought help to a lost world?What praise shall the weakness of the human race pay thee, which by thy bargain alone found a means of healing? And so accept thanks however feeble, however unequal to thy deserts: and as thou receivest our vows, make good our faults by praying. Admit our prayers to the sanctuary where they are heard, and bring back to us the remedy of reconciliation. 

 Lesson iij 

W

HAT we offer through thee, may it be made good through thee; What we ask with faithful mind, may it be obtained. Accept what we offer, give in 
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return what we ask, obtain mercy for our fears: for thou art the only hope of sinners. Through thee we hope for pardon of our transgressions, and in thee is our most blessed hope of rewards. O holy Mary, help thou the suffering, strengthen the faint-hearted, comfort the sorrowful, pray for the people, entreat for the clergy, intercede for all womankind vowed unto God: may all acknowledge the help of thy prayer, who celebrate thy holy Nativity.

For S. Gorgonius, Martyr, unless it is said of the Octave; or of a feast on Sunday. 

Lesson xij 

G

ORGONIUS, born in Nicomedia, a valet of the Emperor Diocletian, with the help of his fellow-servant Dorotheus led all the other chamber-servants to the faith of Christ. And both of them, when one day they saw a martyr most harshly tortured before Diocletian, were inflamed by his example with love of martyrdom. And so they both spoke out with one voice: What is it, O Emperor, that for his condemned opinion, which we hold in common with him ,thou punishest him only? His faith is ours also, the same belief. So the Emperor ordered them to be bound, and beaten with whips so that the skin was broken all over their bodies, and vinegar mixed with salt to be poured into their wounds: then he ordered them to be bound on a gridiron and put over the heat of burning coals. Finally, having been variously tormented, they were killed by hanging. And the body of Saint Gorgonius at some time was brought to Rome, and buried between two monasteries on the via Latina, and later transferred by Pope Gregory IV to the Basilica of the Prince of the Apostles. 

( This is a Martyr who strove for his Master' s precepts, even unto death, and feared not the words of evil men: * Forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation.

( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. Forasmuch. Glory be. Forasmuch.

In Lauds commemoration is made of Saint Gorgonius, Martyr.

Antiphon. He that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

COLLECT

L

ET thy Saint Gorgonius, O Lord, gladden us by his intercession: and make us to rejoice in this holy solemnity. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Tenth of September

Third Day within the Octave of the Nativity of blessed Mary.
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IN THE FIRST NOCTURN  
**From the Book of S.Ambrose, Bishop, on virgins. 

Lesson j.                                                                                         Bk 2 on Luke 2. 

L

ET the virginity and life of blessed Mary be portrayed to you as in a picture: from whom as in a mirror the type of chastity and the form of virtue shine forth. Hence you may take examples of living, where, expressed as in a master copy, they show what you should correct, what shun, what hold to.The first motive for learning is the nobility of the teacher. What more noble than the mother of God? What more splendid than she, whom Splendour himself chose? What more chaste than she, who produced a body without bodily contagion? 

Lesson ij. 

F

OR what shall I say of her other virtues? She was a virgin not only in body, but also in mind, whose sincere love was allayed by no suggestion of guile. Humble in heart, grave in words, prudent in thought; more sparing of speech, more studious of reading; placing her hope not in the uncertainty of riches, but in the prayer of the poor; zealous in work, modest in word, accustomed to seek judgment not of man but of God; hurting none, benevolent to all, respectful to elders, not envious of equals, avoiding ostentation, following reason, loving virtue. 

W

HEN did she hurt her parents even by a look? When did she dispute with neighbours? When did she despise the lowly? Or deride the weak? Or turn away from the needy? Accustomed to visit only those assemblies of men, which mercy would not blush at, nor modesty avoid. Nothing provocative in the eyes, nothing bold in words, nothing immodest in act. No somewhat yielding gesture, nor loose walk, nor pert voice: so that she was herself an example in body, a pattern in mind, a model of propriety.    
In Vespers commemoration of SS. Protus and Hyacinth, Martyrs. 

Antiphon For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 

 ( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart.

COLLECT

O

 Lord, let the worthy confession of thy blessed Martyrs, Protus and Hyacinth, comfort us: and may their loving intercession ever defend us. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

** From December 8, to replace Lessons missing from the Breviarium Monasticum because of the observance of Nicholas of Tolentino. 
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The Eleventh of September

Fourth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of blessed Mary.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN  

**From the Epistle of S. Ambrose to Pope Siricius. 

Lesson j.                                                                                                     Epistle 81 

I

T was stated by those who had wandered into crooked paths, A Virgin conceived, but a Virgin did not bring forth. How could a virgin conceive and not bring forth, when conception comes first, and is followed by childbirth? But if the teaching of priests is not believed, at least let credence be given to the pronouncements of Christ, to angelic predictions that say, With God nothing shall be impossible. Let credence be given to the Apostles' Creed, which the Roman Church maintains and preserves ever unchangeable. Mary listened to the Angel's words, and she who had first said, How shall this be? without, however, any lack of faith concerning this birth, afterwards answered, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. 

From the Book by S. Jerome, Priest, against Jovinian. 

Lesson ij                                                                       From the Apology to Pamn.

C

HRIST was a virgin, and the Mother of our virgin Lord was ever a virgin, both virgin and mother. For when the doors were shut Jesus came in; and no one either before or after him was laid in his sepulckre, which had been newly hewn out of hard rock. A garden enclosed, a foumtain sealed; from which fountain a stream would flow, according to Joel tke Prophet, which was to water the valley of thorns, or of cords; of cords, because we were bound by the before the Lord' s coming; of thorns, because they choke the sower's seed. Mary the Virgin is the gate which looketh towards the east, which, said Ezekiel, is for ever shut and shining with glory, concealing within itself and sending forth out of itself the Holy of holies; Mary is the gate through which the Sun of Rigteousness, our great High Priest after the order of Melchisedech, entered and came forth. 
From the Book of S. Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr, against heresies. 
Lesson iij                                                                                           Book 5, Ch. 19 

W

HEN the Lord came unto his own, and his own creation bore him by whom itself was borne, his own obedience on the Tree made reparation for that disobedience which had been by a tree. Eve, a virgin destined for a husband, was drawn by subtlety into a snare, for she hearkened to evil counsel; but now the snare is broken, for Mary, a virgin espoused to a husband, has heard the good tidings, brought unto her in truth by the message of an angel. For as the former was led by an angel's sword to flee God, having transgressed his word; so to the ___________________________________________________________________________________________

· From December 14, to replace Lessons from Bernard of Clairvaux. 
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latter it was announced by an angel's word, that she should bear God, obeying his word. Even as the one was enticed to flee from God, so the other was drawn to obey him, that Mary the Virgin might become the advocate of Eve the virgin. And as by a virgin mankind was bound with death, so by a virgin it was loosed; for virgin obedience was weighed in the balance with virgin disobedience.

For the holy Martyrs Protus and Hyacinth, unless it is said of the Octave.

Lesson xij 

P

ROTUS and Hyacinth, brothers, eunuchs of the blessed virgin Eugenia, were baptized together with her by Bishop Helenus, and being zealous in study of the divine scriptures, lived for some time in a monastery in Egypt in wonderful humility and sanctity of life. But later, following the holy virgin Eugenia to Rome, in the reign of the Emperor Gallienus they were arrested in the City for professing the christian faith. And since they could in no way be persuaded to desert the christian religion and worship the gods, they were beaten with hard blows and beheaded with the axe on the eleventh of September. 

( Theirs was a brotherhood indeed, whose ties no storm availed to sever: together they followed the Lord in the shedding of their blood. * Together they set at nought the royal palace, together they attained unto the kingdom of heaven.

(  Behold how good and joyful a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. Together  they. Glory be. Together they. 
In Lauds commemoration is made of SS. Protus and Hyacinth.

Antiphon as p. lvij.  The very hairs of your head are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice in their beds. 

Collect O Lord, let the worthy confession, as above in Vespers. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

The Twelfth of September

Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of blessed Mary.

All as above, p. 1736.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN  
**From the Exposition by S.Gregory the Great of the Book of the Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                             I Kings, Ch. l. 

T

HERE was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim, of Mount Ephraim. We may say that blessed Mary the ever-virgin Mother of God is meant by this mountain. Indeed she was a mountain, and by her sublime calling she transcended the high calling of all other chosen creatures. Was not Mary a lofty mountain, ___________________________________________________________________________________________

** From December 15, to replace the Lessons from  Bernard of Clairvaux 
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who, that she might attain unto the conception of the Eternal Word, reared the peak of her merits above all the choirs of Angels until she reached the shining, heavenly Sun? Isaiah, prophesying of the pre-eminent dignity of this mountain, said, And it shall come to pass in the last days that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains. Indeed she was a mountain in the top of the mountains, for she was exalted and shone above all other Saints. 

From a letter by S. Leo the Great to the Empress Pulcheria. 

Lesson ij                                                                                              Ep. 31, Ch. 2. 

N

O figure adequately represented the mystery of our reconciliation which had been ordained from time everlasting; for the Holy Ghost had not yet come upon the Virgin, nor had the power of the Highest overshadowed her. Not yet had Wisdom builded her house within the inviolate womb, that the Word might be made flesh. Therefore, not yet had the form of God and the form of a servant been united in one person, nor the Creator of times been born in time, nor had he by whom all things were made been brought forth among his creatures. For had not a new man, made in the likeness of sinful flesh, taken our nature upon him, and had not he who was consubstantial with the Father vouchsafed also to be consubstantial with his Mother, and had not he, who alone is free from sin, united our nature to his own: mankind would still be held captive under the yoke of the devil. 
From the Exposition by S. Basil the Great of the Prophet Isaiah. 

Lesson iij                                                                                                          Ch. 8. 

A

ND I went unto the prophetess, and she conceived, and bore a son. No one will deny that Mary was the Prophetess to whom Isaiah came in the foreknowledge of the Spirit, if those words of Mary's be remembered, the words that she spoke when filled with the spirit of prophecy. What did she say? My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced im God my Saviour, for he hath regarded the lowliuess of his handmaiden: for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. If you turn all these sayings over in your mind you will agree that she was a prophetess, that the Spirit of the Lord came upon her, and that the power of the Highest overshadowed her. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Thirteenth of September

Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of blessed Mary

All as above.

IN THE FIRST  NOCTURN  
From the book of S. Epiphanius, Bishop, against heresies. 

Lesson j                                                                                               Bk. 3, Her. 78 

1744

T

HE blessed Mother of God, Mary, is signified by Eve, who was told in an enigma that she was called mother of the living. For she was called mother of the living, even after she heard: Dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return, after the transgression. And it is surprising that she had this great title after the transgression. And indeed, as concerning tangible things, all generation of mankind is drawn from that Eve on earth; but here truly this life is begotten from Mary for the world, that she brought forth the living One, and becane Mary, mother of all the living. Therefore Mary is called in an enigma Mother of the living. 

Lesson ij

T

O Eve it was given to cover her material body because of material nakedness: but to Mary it was given by God, to shew to us a Lamb and a sheep, and that from the glory of this very Lamb and sheep should become for us as if from a fleece in wisdom through his virtue a garment of incorruptability. Eve also became the cause of death to mankind, for through her death entered into the world; but Mary the cause of life, through whom life is born to us, and through her the Son of God cane into the world: and where sin abounded, there grace abounded more: and whence death arose, thence life also came forth, that there should be life instead of death, and that he who through a woman became life to us, might take away the death that was brought in through a woman. And whereas there Eve, while she was still a virgin, transgressed by disobedience: on the other hand through a Virgin the obedience of grace was done, in the announcing of the coming in the flesh from heaven, and life everlasting. 

 Lesson iij
O

F Mary is taken ( I hope I may say this) what is written of the Church: A man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. And the holy Apostle says: This is a great mystery; but I speak concerning Christ and the Church. And behold the great accuracy of speaking in the Scriptures, because it said of Adam, indeed, He formed him; but of Eve, that she was not formed, but built. For he took, it says, one of his ribs, and built it into a wife for him. By which it shows that the Lord indeed formed for himself a body from Mary, but from the rib itself the Church was built, in that his own side was pierced and opened, and the mysteries of blood and water became the price of redemption. 

 Vespers of the following with commemoration of the Octave. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FOURTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER.

  THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
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GREATER DOUBLE

AT VESPERS

Antiphons of Lauds, except the fourth.  Psalms of Sunday. 

Chapter                                                                                                           Phil. 2 

B

RETHREN: Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and was found in fashion as a man.

Short ( We adore thee, O Christ, * And  we bless thee. We adore.( Because by thy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. And we. Glory be.We adore. 

Hymn E.H. 94                                                      Vexilla Regis
  THE royal banners forward go;                   4 O Tree of beauty, Tree of light!  

   The Cross shines forth in mystic glow            O Tree with royal purple dight!       

   Where he in flesh, our flesh who made,          Elect on whose triumphal breast

   Our sentence bore, our ransom paid:               Those holy limbs should find their rest:

2 Where deep for us the spear was dyed,        5 On whose dear arms, so widely flung, 

    Life's torrent rushing from his side,               The weight of this world's ransom hung:

    To wash us in that precious flood,                 The price of humankind to pay, 

    Where mingled Water flowed, and Blood.    And spoil the spoiler of his prey. 

                                                                            Here genuflect.        
3 Fulfilled is all that David told                      6 O Cross, our one reliance, hail!

   In true prophetic song of old                           So may thy power with us avail

   Amidst the nations, God, saith he,                  To give new virtue to the saint,

   Hath reigned and triumphed from the tree.     And pardon to the penitent.

7  To thee, eternal Three in One,
                                                   Let homage meet by all be done:
                                                   Whom by the Cross thou dost restore, 

                                                   Preserve and govern evermore.   Amen.

( This sign of the Cross shall be in heaven. 

( When the Lord shall come to judgment. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. O Cross, * surpassing all the stars in splendour, world renowned, exceeding dear unto the hearts of men, holier than all things: thou only wert counted worthy to uphold the world's ransom. Sweet the wood, sweet the iron, bearing so sweet a burden: bring aid to this congregation, who are here assembled to celebrate thy praises.  
COLLECT

O

 GOD, who on this day dost gladden us with the yearly solemnity of the exaltation of the holy Cross: grant,we beseech thee; that as we have known 
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the mystery of thy Son on earth, so we may attain unto the rewards of his redemption in heaven. Through the same. 

Commemoration of the Octave of the Nativity. 

Antiphon. Thy Nativity, O Virgin Mother of God, hath proclaimed joyful tidings unto all the world: for out of thee hath arisen the Sun of righteousness, even Christ our God: who, taking away the curse, hath bestowed a blessing; and confounding death, hath given unto us life everlasting. 

( Today is the Nativity of the holy Virgin Mary. 

( Whose glorious life illumineth all the churches. 

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, to grant unto us thy servants the gift of heavenly grace: that as the child-bearing of the blessed Virgin was unto us the beginning of salvation; so the devout observance of her Nativity may bestow an increase of peace. Through. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory.- Christ the King, uplifted upon the Cross for us,  * O come, let us worship. Psalm 95 Venite. 

Hymn. E.H. 95                                                     Pange lingua gloriosi proelium certaminis 
  SING, my tongue, the glorious battle,          2  God in pity saw man fallen, 

   Sing the ending of the fray;                               Shamed and sunk in misery, 

   Now above the Cross, the trophy,                     When he fell on death by tasting 

   Sound the loud triumphal lay:                           Fruit of the forbidden tree; 

   Tell how Christ, the world's Redeemer,            Then another tree was chosen

   As a victim won the day.                                   Which the world from death should free. 

3 Thus the scheme of our salvation                  4 Therefore, when the appointed fullness 

   Was of old in order laid,                                   Of the holy time was come, 

   That the manifold deceiver's                             He was sent who maketh all things

   Art by art might be outweighed,                       Forth from God's eternal home; 

   And the lure the foe put forward                      Thus he came to earth, incarnate,

   Into means of healing made.                             Offspring of a maiden's womb. 
5 To the Trinity be glory

                                                         Everlasting, as is meet; 

                                                         Equal to the Father, equal 

                                                         To the Son and Paraclete :

                                                         Trinal Unity, whose praises 

                                                         All created things repeat.  Amen 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
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Antiphon. The noble Tree * is uplifted, the Gospel of Christ gloweth red, and the Cross is venerated by all men. Psalrn 1 Beatus vir 

Antiphon. The holy Cross * is extolled by all kings, the rod of power is lifted up, whereon the Saviour of the world did triumph. Psalm 2 Quare fremuerunt 

Antiphon. O adorable Cross, * bringing salvation to the lost, what praises shall I bring thee,  who hast given us heavenly life? Psalm 4 Cum invocarem
Antiphon. O victorious Cross, * O wondrous sign, grant that we may share thy triumph in the courts of heaven. Psalm 5 Verba mea

Antiphon. Sweet the wood, * sweet the iron, bearing so sweet a burden, thou who wast counted worthy to uphold the world's ramsom.  Psalm 8 Domine Deus noster.

Antiphon. The pain of dreadful death * was destroyed, when upon the Cross Christ loosed the chains of our sins. Psalm 11 In Domino confido. 

( This sign of the Cross shall be in heaven. 

( When the Lord shall come to judgment. 

From the Book of Numbers

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 21, 1-9 

W

HEN king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel came by way of the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. And Israel vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. 

( Holy Church doth revere this glorious day, whereon the Tree was triumphantly exalted: * The Tree on which our Saviour did burst the chains of death and crush the serpent. 

( He that hung upon the Tree, the Word of the Father, found for us the: way of salvation. The Tree. 

Lesson ij

A

ND the Lord hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name of the place Hormah, that is, anathema. And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom.

( Faithful Cross, above all other, one and only noble Tree: none in foliage, none in blossom, none in fruit thy peer may be: * Sweetest wood and sweetest iron, sweetest weight is hung on thee. 

( Thou alone excellest all cedars in stature. Sweetest wood. 

Lesson iij 
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A

ND the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread. And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people. 

( This is that most noble Tree, planted in the midst of the garden, * Whereon the Author of our salvation by his own death did overcome the death of all men. 

( O Cross, bright with surpassing beauty, which the emperor Heraclius regained with ardent zeal. Whereon

Lesson iv

A

ND they bit the people; and much people of Israel died. Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

( O Cross, truly blessed,  * Which alone was counted worthy to bear the Lord and King of heaven.

(  O glorious and wondrous Cross, O Cross worthy of all veneration. Which alone. Glory be. Which alone. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon.The King is exalted * in the heavens, while the trophy of the Cross is worshipped by all Christ's people throughout all ages. Psalm 21 Domine, in virtute 

Antiphon.Thy rod * and thy staff, they comfort me. Psalm 23 Dominus regit me.

Antiphon. We adore thee,* O Christ, and we bless thee, because by thy Cross thou hast redeemed the world  Psa1m 96 Cantate Domino 

Antiphon. By a tree * we were enslaved, and by the holy Cross we were set free; the fruit of the tree beguiled us, the Son of God redeemed us, alleluia. Psa1m 97 Dominus regnavit 

Antiphon. O Saviour of the world, * who by thy Cross and precious Blood hast redeemed us, save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O our God. Psa1m 98 Cantate Domino 

Antiphon.We adore * the sign of the Cross, whereby we have received the mystery of redemption. Psalm 99 Dominus regnavit.

( We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 

( Because by thy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 
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Lesson v 

T

OWARDS the end of the reign of the emperor Phocas, Chosroas, King of Persia, conquered Egypt and Africa, took Jerusalem, where he slew thousands of Christians, and carried off to Persia the Cross of the Lord, which Helena had set up on Mount Calvary. Heraclius, who succeeded Phocas, moved by the many hardships and calamities of war, sued for peace, but Chosroas was so puffed up by 
his victories that he could not obtain it, even on unfair terms. Heraclius, in dire straits, earnestly implored help from God, giving himself to prayer and fasting; divinely inspired, he raised an army and joined battle, and overcame three of Chosroas' generals with their three armies.

( But as for us, it behoveth us to glory in the Cross of our lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection: * By whom we are saved and set free. 

( We venerate thy Cross, O Lord, and call to mind thy glorious Passion. By whom. 

Lesson vj

B

ROKEN by these defeats, Chosroas took to flight, and, when about to cross the Tigris, he made his son Medarses a partner in his kingdom. But Chosroas' elder son Siroes resented this slight, and plotted the murder both of his father and of his brother. This he carried into effect soon after their return from flight, and obtained the kingdom from Heraclius by accepting certain conditions, the first of which was that he should restore the Cross of Christ.

( The holy Relic revealed from heaven hath confirmed the Gospel of Christ: * Divine miracles are seen, such as were prefigured by the rod of Moses, alleluia, alleluia. 

( At the touch of the Cross, the dead are raised up, and the wonderful works of God are made manifest. Divine miracles.

Lesson vij

T

HEREFORE the Cross was received once more fourteen years after it had fallen into the hands of the Persians. Heraclius, returning to Jerusalem, with great pomp bare it on his own shoulders unto that Mount whither the Saviour had borne it. The event was marked by a famous miracle. Heraclius, adorned as he was with gold and jewels, was forced to halt at the gate before Mount Calvary. For the more he strove to go forward, the more he seemed to be held back. 

 ( This sign  of the Cross shall be; in heaven, when the Lord shall come to judgment: * Then shall the secrets of our hearts be made manifest.
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( When the Son of man shall sit upon the throne of his majesty, and shall begin to judge the world by fire. Then shall.

Lesson viij
H

ERACLIUS and all those with him were dumbfounded by this occurrence, but Zacharias, Patriarch of Jerusalem, spoke out, saying: See, O Emperor, lest in bearing the Cross in thy triumphal apparel, thou shouldst show too little of the poverty and humility of Jesus Christ. Then Heraclius laid aside his magnificent robes and took off his shoes, and, clad in lowly garments, easily finished the journey, and set the Cross on the same place on Mount Calvary from whence it had been removed by the Persians. Therefore the festival of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, which was celebrated yearly on this day, began to be held in more grorious memory, because of the Cross being thus restored by Heraclius to the place where it had first been set up for the Saviour.

( By the sign of the Cross, deliver us, * from our enemies, O our God.

(Save us, O Christ our Saviour, by the virtue of the Cross. From our. Glory be. From our.
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. God forbid * that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.  Canticles as in the Psalter, p. 48

( All the world shall worship thee and sing of thee.

( And praise thy Name, O Lord.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 12 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto the multitudes of the Jews: Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. 

Homily by S. Leo the Great           Sermon 59; 8 on the Lord's Passion Ch .6 & 8 

W

HEN Christ is lifted up on the Cross, dearly beloved, let not that sight be before your eyes that was before the eyes of the wicked, of which it was said through Moses: And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life. For in the crucified Lord they were able to find nothing but their own wickedness, and they feared greatly, not with that fear which cometh by faith, but with that fear with which an evil conscience is tormented.

( Sweet the wood, sweet the iron, bearing so sweet a burden: * Thou only wert counted worthy to uphold the world's ransom. 

( This sign of the Cross shall be in heaven, when the Lord shall come to judgment. Thou only.

1751

Lesson x

B

UT our understanding, which is enlightened by the spirit of truth, discerns with a pure and open heart the glory of the Cross as it shines upon heaven and earth; and it perceives with an inward glance what our Lord meant, when, as his Passion was drawing near, he said: Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. O wondrous power of the Cross! O ineffable glory of the Passion, wherein is the judgment-seat of the Lord, the judgment of the world, and the power of the Crucified! Lord, thou didst draw all things unto thyself, and when all day long thou didst spread forth thy hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people, the whole world saw that thy majesty was to be acknowledged.

( As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: * That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

( For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved. That whosoever

Blessing May the divine.  

Lesson xj
L

ORD, thou didst draw all things unto thyself, when in abhorrence of the Jews' crime, all the elements passed sentence: when the light of heaven was darkened and day was turned into night, when the earth was moved with strange quakings, and all creation refused to serve the wicked. Lord, thou didst draw all things unto thyself, for the veil of the temple was rent, the Holy of holies recoiled from unworthy priests; that the type might be changed into the reality, prophecy into manifestation, and the Law into the Gospel.

( We venerate thy Cross, O Lord, and call to mind thy glorious Passion: * Have mercy upon us, thou who didst suffer for us. 

( We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee, because by thy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. Have.  

Lesson xij 

L

ORD, thou didst draw all things unto thyself, that what had been hidden in the 

one Jewish temple under shadows and symbols might be clearly and openly celebrated everywhere through the devout worship of all nations. For now the order of Levites is more illustrious, and the honour of the elders is greater, and the anointing of priests is more sacred: because thy Cross is the fount of blessings, the cause of all grace; through which is given to those that believe strength for weakness, glory for shame, life for death. Moreover, the various carnal sacrifices 
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have now come to an end, the one oblation of thy Body and Blood fulfils all forms of sacrifice: for thou art the true Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world; and thus in thee all mysteries are consummated, that, as there is one sacrifice for many victims, so may there be one kingdom for all nations. 

( Behold the Cross of the Lord, flee away, ye adversaries: the Lion of the tribe of Judah, * The Root of David hath prevailed. 

( O blessed Cross, on which hath triumphed the King of Angels. The Root. 

Glory be. The Root. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. John               Ch.12. 31-36 

A

T  that time: Jesus said unto the multitudes of the Jews: Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what death he should die. The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man? Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. 
AT LAUDS, AND THROUGH THE HOURS

Antiphon 1.O mighty * work of mercy! death then died, when life died upon the Tree. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest 

Antiphon 2. Save us, * O Christ our Saviour, by the virtue of the Cross: thou who savedst Peter in the sea, have mercy upon us. 

Antiphon 3. Behold the Cross of the Lord; * flee away, ye adversaries: the Lion of 

the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed, alleluia. 

Antiphon 4.But as for us, * it behoveth us to glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Antiphon 5. By the sign * of the Cross, deliver us from our enemies, O our God. 

Chapter                                                                                                        Phil. 2 

B

RETHREN: Let this mind be in you,which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and was found in fashion as a man.

Short ( This sign of the Cross * Shall be in heaven. This sign. ( When the Lord shall come to judgment. Shall be. Glory be. This sign. 

Hymn. E.H. 96  Lustra sex qui jam peracta 
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  THIRTY years among us dwelling,            2 He endured the nails, the spitting, 

    His appointed time fulfilled,                          Vinegar, and spear, and reed; 

    Born for this, he meets his Passion,               From that holy Body broken 

    For that this he freely willed,                         Blood and water forth proceed: 

    On the Cross the Lamb is lifted                      Earth, and stars, and sky, and ocean 

    Where his life-blood shall be spilled.             By that flood from stain are freed. 

3  Faithful Cross! Above all other,                 4 Bend thy boughs, O Tree of Glory! 

    One and only noble tree!                               Thy relaxing sinews bend;

    None in foliage, none in blossom,                 For awhile the ancient rigour 

    None in fruit thy peer may be;                      That thy birth bestowed, suspend.

    Sweetest wood and sweetest iron!                 And the King of heavenly beauty

    Sweetest weight is hung on thee.                   On thy bosom gently tend! 

5  Thou alone wast counted worthy                6 To the Trinity be glory

    This world's ransom to uphold;                      Everlasting, as is meet;

    For a shipwreck'd race preparing                   Equal to the Father, equal 

    Harbour, like the Ark of old;                          To the Son, and Paraclete:

    With the sacred Blood anointed                     Trinal Unity, whose praises

    From the smitten Lamb that rolled.                All created things repeat.    Amen.

( We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee. 

( Because by thy Cross thou hast redeemed the world. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon. Thou alone * excellest in stature all the cedars of Lebanon: for on thee the Life of the world was hanged, on thee was Christ victorious, and death over death did for ever triumph. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who on this day dost gladden us with the yearly solemnity of the exaltation of the holy Cross: grant,we beseech thee; that as we have known the mystery of thy Son on earth, so we may attain unto the rewards of his redemption in heaven.Through the same. 

Then commemoration is made of the Octave of the Nativity of blessed Mary. 

Antiphon. Let us solemnly * celebrate the Conception today of the ever-virgin Mary,  Mother of God, by which was brought forth the throne of the Most High, alleluia.  

( Today is the Nativity of the holy Virgin Mary. 

( Whose glorious life illumineth all the churches. 

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, to grant unto us thy servants the gift of heavenly grace: that as the child-bearing of the blessed Virgin was unto us the 
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beginning of salvation; so the devout observance of her Nativity may bestow an increase of peace. Through. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. Save us. 

Chapter Brethren: Let this mind, as above. 

( This sign of the Cross shall be in heaven. 

( When the Lord shall come to judgment 

AT SEXT

Antiphon. Behold the Cross of the Lord. 

Chapter                                                                                                    Gal. 6 

B

UT God forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

( We adore thee, O Christ,  and  we bless thee. 

( Because by thy Cross thou hast redeemed the world.      

AT NONE

Antiphon. By the sign. 

Chapter                                                                                                 Phil. 2

H

E humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a Name which is above every name.   
( All the world shall worship thee and sing of thee. 

( And praise thy Name, O Lord.        . 

In second Vespers all is said as above in first, except the following. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. O Cross, *  exceeding blessed, which alone wast coun- ted worthy to  bear the King of heaven and its Lord, alleluia.   

Then commemoration is made of the Octave day of the Nativity of blessed Mary. 

Antiphon.  Let us celebrate the worshipful Nativity of the blessed and glorious Virgin Mary: for she hath obtained the dignity of Motherhood, and yet lost not her maiden purity.

( Today is the Nativity of the holy Virgin Mary. 

( Whose glorious life illumineth all the churches.

Collect We beseech thee, as above. 

Then of S.Nicomede, Martyr. 

Antiphon.This is a Martyr who strove for his Master's precepts, even unto death: and feared not the words of evil men, forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation. 
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( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 

COLLECT

A

SSIST, O Lord, thy people: that as they acknowledge the glorious merits of blessed Nicomede thy Martyr, so his advocacy may at all times succour them to the obtaining of thy mercy. Through.

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER

ON THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY OF BLESSED MARY

DOUBLE

AT MATINS

Invitatory.- Let us celebrate the Nativity of the Virgin Mary: * Let us worship Christ the Lord her Son. 

Hymn. E.H. 2l4  Quem Terra as in the Common.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Song of songs. 

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 8 

W

HO is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved?  I raised thee up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth; there she brought thee forth that bare thee. Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is as strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame. 

( Today is born the blessed Virgin Mary of the lineage of David: * By whom the salvation of the world hath appeared to them that believe; whose glorious life hath given light unto the world. 

( Let us joyfully celebrate the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary. By whom. 

Lesson ij 

M

ANY waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned. We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts: what shall we do for our sister in the day when she shall be spoken for? 

( Let us joyfully celebrate the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary, * That she may intercede for us unto the Lord Jesus Christ. 

( Let us celebrate devoutly the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary. That she. 
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Lesson iij
I

F she be a wall, we will build upon her a palace of silver: and if she be a door, we will inclose her with boards of cedar. I am a wall, and my breasts like towers: then was I in his eyes as one that found favour.

( Let us call to mind the right worthy birth of the glorious Virgin Mary,* Whose lowliness the Lord regarded; who, by the mes- sage of an Angel, conceived the Saviour of the world. 

( Let us celebrate devoutly the Nativity of the blessed Virgin Mary. Whose.

Lesson iv 

S

OLOMON had a vineyard at Baalhamon; he let out the vineyard unto keepers; every one for the fruit thereof was to bring a thousand pieces of silver. My vineyard, which is mine, is before me: thou, O Solomon, must have a thousand, and those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred. Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the companions hearken to thy voice: cause me to hear it. Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe. or to a young hart upon the mountains of spices. 

(  Sprung from a royal race, Mary shineth resplendeth, * By whose prayers we ask devoutly that we may be aided both in mnd and spirit.

( With heart and soul let us sing glory unto Christ on thi holy festival of his exalted Mother. By whose. Glory be. By whose.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by Saint Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria. 

Lesson v                                                                         Homily against Nestorius 

I

 SEE the joyful assembly of all the Saints, who have come together with ready minds, summoned by Saint Mary ever Virgin, Mother of God. Praise and glory be unto thee, O Holy Trinity, who hast summoned us all to this celebration. Praise be also to thee, O holy Mother of God. 

( The Nativity of the glorious Virgin Mary of the seed of Abraham, sprung from the tribe of Judah, and the noble stock of David: * Whose glorious life illumineth all the Churches. 

( Today is born the Virgin Mary of the lineage of David. Whose. 

Lesson vj

F

OR thou art the precious pearl of the whole world: Thou the inextinguishable light, the crown of virginity, the sceptre of the orthodox faith, the indissoluble temple, containing him who can nowhere be contained; mother, and virgin; 
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through whom he, whom the holy Gospels call blessed, cometh in the name of the Lord. Through thee the Trinity is sanctified, through thee the Cross is celebrated, and adored in all the world. 

( With gladness and due solemnity let us celebrate the Nativity of blessed Mary. * That she may intercede for us unto the Lord. 

( With heart and soul let us sing glory unto Christ on this holy festival of Mary the Virgin Mother of God. That she. 

Lesson vij 

T

HROUGH thee heaven exults, Angels and Archangels rejoice, demons are put to flight, and man himself is recalled to heaven. Through thee every creature, held captive by the error of idols, turned to the knowledge of the truth, and faithful people came to holy baptism, and in all the world churches were built. 

( Thy Nativity, O Virgin Mother of God, hath brought tidings of joy unto the whole world: * For  out of thee hath arisen the Sun of righteousness, Christ our God.  Who hath given us blessing, setting us free from the curse; and confounding death, he hath bestowed on us life everlasting. 

( Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. For  out.

Lesson viij 

B

Y thine aid nations came to repentance. What more? Through thee the only-begotten Son of God, the true light, hath shone on them that sat in darkness and in the shadow of death. Through thee the Prophets foretold, through thee the Apostles preached salvation to the nations. For who can tell all the hymns of thy praises, O Mary, Mother and Virgin? Her, dearly beloved brethren, we are celebrating, her Son, the immaculate Bridegroom of the Church, we worship: to whom be honour and glory unto ages of ages. Amen. 

( With heart and soul let us sing glory unto Christ on this holy festival of  Mary the Virgin Mother of God. * That she may intercede for us unto the Lord. 

( With gladness and due solemnity let us celebrate the Nativity of blessed Mary. That she. Glory be. That she.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. Today * is born the blessed Virgin Mary of the seed of David; through whom the salvation of the world hath appeared to them that believe. Canticles Hearken,  p. clxxiv

God hath chosen her, and preferred her. 

 He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 
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The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                           Ch.1

T

HE book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob. And the rest. 

Homi1y by S. John Chrysostom                                           Homi1y 2 on Matthew. 

I

T is indeed wonderful to hear, that the ineffable God, who can neither be expressed in words, nor understood by thoughts, and is equal to the Father in all things, came to us by the Virgin's womb, and vouchsafed to be born of a woman, and to have David and Abraham as ancestors. And why do I say David and Abraham? even those women, which is yet more wonderful, whom I mentioned just before. 

( All generations saall call me blessed: * For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his name. 

( And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. For he. 

Lesson x

T

HEREFORE hearing this be lifted up in thought, and suspect nothing lowly; but rather wonder greatly at this very thing, that although he is the true and beloved Son of the everlasting God, he vouchsafed also to be the  son of David, only that he might make thee a son of God: he vouchsafed to have a servant as father, that to thee, a servant, he might make God himself Father.

( Happy indeed art thou, O holy Virgin Mary, and worthy of all praise: * For from thee hath risen the Sun of Righteousness, * Christ our God. 

( Pray for the people, entreat for the clergy, intercede for all womankind vowed unto God. May all acknowledge the help of thy prayer, who celebrate thy holy Nativity. For from thee. Glory be. Christ our God.

Blessing May the Virgin of Virgins.

Lesson xj 

T

HOU seest immediately from this very beginning how joyful are these tidings. For if thou be unsure of the things that are for thine honour, learn to believe in thine, by those that are his. For so far as human reason can follow, it is much more difficult for God to become man than for a man to be consecrated son of God. Since therefore thou hast heard that he is Son of God, and of David, and of Abraham, cease now to doubt that thou also, who art a son of Adam, shalt be a son of God. For he so humbled himself, only that he might later exalt us. For he was born in the flesh, that thou midghtest be born in the spirit: he was born of a woman, that thou mightest be no longer the son of a woman.

( Today let us celebrate with due solemnity the nativity of the ever-Virgin 
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Mother of God. * From whose throne came forth the King of heaven.

( Sprung from a royal race, Mary shineth resplendent. From whose.

For S. Nicomede, Martyr.

Lesson xij

N

ICOMEDE, a Priest, while the Emperor Domitian was persecuting the Christians, was ordered to be arrested for having buried the body of the virgin Felicula, killed by Flaccus Comes for confessing the Christian faith; he was led to the statues of the gods, and constantly refused to sacrifice to them (as he was commanded) because, he said, sacrifice was due to the one true God who reigns in heaven; and he was beaten with leaden whips and gave his soul to God in that martyrdom. And when the same Comes commanded his body to be thrown into the flowing Tiber, Justus, Nicomede's clerk, diligently sought it out and buried it honourably in a tomb by the walls of the City on the via Nomentana. 

( This is a Martyr who strove for his Master' s precepts, even unto death, and feared not the words of evil men: * Forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation.

( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. Forasmuch. Glory be. Forasmuch.

Gospel with the rest at Lauds and the Hours as in the Feast above.

In Lauds commemoration is made of S. Nicomede, Martyr.

Antiphon. He that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

Collect Assist, O Lord, as above. 

And in second Vespers commemoration is made of SS. Cornelius and Cyprian; then of SS. Euphemia and her Companions, Martyrs. 

¶  The Feast of the Seven Sorrows of the B.V.M is found below, after the Feasts of December.

__________________________________________________________________
The Sixteenth of September

On the Feast of the holy Martyrs Cornelius and Cyprian

Semidouble

All from the Common of many Martyrs, p. xxv, except the following.

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, * who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 
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( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord.

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

COLLECT

P

ROTECT us, O Lord, we beseech thee, who observe the feast of thy blessed Martyrs and Bishops Cornelius and Cyprian: and grant that by their worthy supplication we may find favour in thy sight. Through. 

And commemoration is made of S. Edith.

Antiphon.Come, thou Bride of Christ, receive the crown which the Lord hath  prepared for thee for  ever.  

 In thy grace and in thy beauty.  Go forth, ride prosperously, and  reign. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the annual solemnity of Blessed Edith thy Virgin: grant, that as we venerate her in our service, so we may follow the example of her holy life.

And commemoration is made of SS. Euphemia, etc, Martyrs.  

Antiphon In the heavenly kingdom rejoice the souls of the blessed, who followed the footsteps of Christ their Master: and since for love of him they poured forth their life-blood, therefore do they exult for ever. 

( Let the Saints be joyful in glory. ( Let them rejoice in their beds.

COLLECT

G

RANT, O Lord, that our prayers in this time of rejoicing may be brought to good effect: that as with yearly devotion we recall the day  of the passion of thy holy Martyrs, Euphemia, Lucy and Geminian, so we may imitate the steadfastness of their faith. Through. 

If the Feast of SS.Cornelius and Cyprian shall come on a Sunday, the Office is said of the Sunday with commemoration of the same in both Vespers and Lauds, and a xij. historical Lesson (making one of the four) and commemoration of SS. Euphemia, Lucy and Geminian, Martyrs, in j Vespers and lauda, omitting the Lesson.

But if it shall come on the Ember days, Lesson xij will be of the Homily of the occurrent Feria with commemoration of it in Lauds only. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons Brethren: we are debtors, p. xlvij,  unless a Scripture occur.   

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 
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C

ORNELIUS, of Rome, exercised his Pontificate under the Emperors Gallus and Volusianus. Together with a most saintly woman, Lucina, he transferred the bodies of the Apostles Peter and Paul from the Catacombs to a more suitable place: and Paul's body Lucina placed on her estate on the via Ostiensis, near the place where he had been beheaded with the sword: Cornelius placed the body of the Chief of the Apostles not far from where he had been crucified.

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment. 

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson vj

W

HEN the Emperors discovered this, and that because of the Bishop many were becoming Christians, he was sent into exile at Civita Vecchia; where Saint Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, comforted him with letters. But as they both often did each other this service of christian charity, the Emperors took it in worse part, and summoned Cornelius to Rome as if on a charge of treason, and ordered him to be beaten with leaded whips and brought before the image of Mars, and to offer sacrifice to him

( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. That they.

Lesson vij 
A

ND when he treated this godlessness with detestation, he was beheaded on the fourteenth of September: and blessed Lucina with the help of the clergy buried his body in a sandpit on her property near the cemetery of Callistus. He lived in his Pontificate about two years. 

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them,and received them as a burnt offering:and he hath care for his elect.* For grace and mercy is to his Saints. 

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace 

From the book by S. Jerome, Priest, on Church Writers.

Lesson viij 

C

YPRIAN,  an African, was at first a distinguished teacher of rhetoric: after that, through the persuasive influence of the priest Caecilius, from whom he 
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adopted his surname, he became a Christian and distributed all his goods to the poor. Not long afterwards, having been chosen as a priest, he was also made Bishop of Carthage. It is unneeessary to enlarge upon his talent, since his works are more brilliant than the sun in fame. He suffered under the Emperors Valerian and Gallienus, in the eighth persecution, on the same day as Cornelius in Rome, but not in the same year.

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

In the third Nocturn, Homily by Pope S. Gregory on the Gospel, When ye shall hear of wars, from the Common of many Martyrs, p. lij. 

For S. Edith, and the holy Martyrs Euphemia, Lucy and Geminian. 

Lesson xij 

E

DITH, daughter of Edgar King of the English, following the example and imiotating the virtues of her mother Wilfrude, was dedicated to God from tender years in the convent at Wilton, and wearing the cowl of the holy Father Benedict,  rather knew  not the world than left it;  and excelled in letters and the diligent reading of the saints. Adorned with virtus, especially humiility, she wonderfully devoted herself to the sisters. She was most hekpful to the poor, to wayfarers, to the needy, and gave lepers precedence over the King's children, and the more any one appeared more vile and deformed, so much the more promptly she gave herself to serving him. hen her father and her brother Edward died, dhe refused the kingdom, which she was not only offerd, but even strongly urged to accept.  At length, Saint Dunstan having predicted the day of her death, she departed happily to her Spouse. ¶  Euphemia, Lucy and Geminian were crowned with Martyrdom in the persecution of Diocletian, not in the same place, but on the same day. Euphemia, a Virgin at Chalcedon, under the proconsul Priscus, suffered various kinds of torments, rods, the rack, the wheel, flames, with great constancy: finally she was thrown to wild beasts, and as one of them fixed its jaws upon her holy body, and the others licked her feet, she gave up her spotless spirit to God. Lucy, a Roman widow, was accused by her son Eutropius of having worshipped Christ for many years, and was put in a vat of boiling pitch and lead: escaping safely from this, she was laden with iron and lead, and led through the City, where by the constancy of her faith and martyr's witness she converted to Christ a nobleman Geminian: who also, with many others whom she had led to faith, having been variously tortured, was a companion in her martyrdom by beheading. Their bodies were buried with honour by Maxima, a Christian woman. 
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( The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no torment  
touch them: in the sight of the unwise they seem to die, * But they are in peace. 
( God proved them, and found them worthy for himself. But they. Glory be. But they. 

In Lauds commemoration is made of S. Edith.

Antiphon. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a merchantman seeking goodly pearls; who, when he had found one pearl of great price,  went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

Full of grace are thy lips. Because God hath blessed thee for ever. .

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the annual solemnity of Bllesed Edith thy Virgin: grant, that as we venerate her in our service, so we may follow the example of her holy life.

Then of the Holy Martyrs Euphemia, etc. .

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, * who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 
( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord.

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, O Lord, that our prayers in this time of rejoicing may be brought to good effect: that as with yearly devotion we recall the day  of the passion of thy holy Martyrs, Euphemia, Lucy and Geminian, so we may imitate the steadfastness of their faith. Through. 
Vespers of the following, commemoration of the preceding.

Antiphon  In the heavenly kingdom rejoice the souls of the blessed, who followed the footsteps of Christ their Master: and since for love of him they poured forth their life-blood, therefore do they exult for ever. 

( Let the Saints be joyful in glory. ( Let them rejoice in their beds. 

COLLECT

P

ROTECT us, O Lord, we beseech thee, who observe the feast of thy blessed Martyrs and Bishops Cornelius and Cyprian: and grant that by their worthy supplication we may find favour in thy sight. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

THE SEVENTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER
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