 AT MATINS

Invitatory.- Christ the King of glory in the highest, * O come, let us worship.  Hymn Quicumque Christum, as above. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon.  He is made * a little lower than the angels and crowned with glory and honour, and is given dominion over the works of God's hands. Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster. 

Antiphon The Lord discovereth * the thick bushes : in his temple doth every man speak of his honour. Psalm 29 Afferte Domino 

Antiphon Thou art fairer * than the children of men: full of grace are thy lips. Psalm 45  Eructavit cor meum

Antiphon. Behold, * a bright cloud overshadowed them,  and the voice of the Father was heard, saying, This is my Son. Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium
Antiphon. Peter, * and they that were with him, rejoicing in Christ, saw the glory of God. Psalm 47 Omnes gentes 

Antiphon. Peter answered * and said unto Jesus, Lord, if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles. Psalm 48 Magnus Dominus 
( Glorious didst thou appear in the sight of the Lord. 

( Because the Lord hath clothed thee with majesty.
From the Second Epistle of blessed Peter the Apostle 

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 1, 10-24 

B

RETHREN, give diligence so to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.

( Arise, shine, O Jerusalem, for thy light is come, * And the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 

( And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. And the. 

Lesson ij

Y

EA, and I think it meet, as I long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me. Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in rernembrance. 

( The Holy Ghost is shown forth in the bright cloud, and the voice of the Father is heard: * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. 
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( There came a cloud, and the voice of the Father, saying. This is. 

Lesson iij 

F

OR we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-witnesses of his majesty; for he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased; hear ye him. And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount. 

( Behold  what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, * That we should be called the sons of God. 

( We know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. That we should.

Lesson iv

W

E have also a more sure word of prophecy;  whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

( Jesus taketh Peter, James and John his brother, * And bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured before them.

( That beholding his Passion, they might not be dismayed, but might be conformed in a stronger faith. And bringeth. Glory be. And bringeth.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Illumined * art  thou, and glorious, coming  down from the mountains of prey. Psalm 76 Notus in Judæa
Antiphon. One day * in thy courts is better than a thousand. Psalm 84 Quam dilecta! 

Antiphon. Very excellent  * things are spoken of thee, thou city of God. Psalm 87 Fundamenta ejus 

Antiphon. Tabor and Hermon * shall rejoice in thy name: thou hast a mighty arm. Psalm 89 Misericordias Domini
Antiphon. There is sprung up a light * for the righteous, and joyful gladness for such as are true-hearted. Psalm 97 Dominus regnavit

Antiphon. Thou art clothed * with majesty and honour: thou deckest thyself with light as it were with a garment. Psalm 104 Benedic anima mea
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( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 

Sermon by S. Leo the Great 

Lesson v                                                                                                  Sermon 51 

T

HE Lord revealed his glory to chosen witnesses, and made his bodily form, which he had in common with others, so radiant with light that his face did shine as the sun, and h:is raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow. In this transfiguration his main object was to remove the scandal of the cross from the hearts of his disciples; and to prevent their faith being shaken by the humiliation of his voluntary Passion; by revealing the excellency of his hidden glory.

( They shall be t satisfied with the plenteousness of thy house: * And thou shalt give them drink of thy pleasures, as out of the river. 

( For with thee is the well of life: and in thy light shall we see light. And thou shalt.

Lesson vj

B

UT with no less providence the hope of holy Church was established, that the whole body of Christ should learn how great was the transformation that had been granted to it, in that its members could promise themselves a share in that glory which shone forth in the head. But to strengthen the Apostles, and lead them to the fulness of knowledge, there was further instruction in this miracle. For there appeared Moses and Elias, that is, the Law and the Prophets, talking with him: so that, in those five men there present, it might most truly be fulfilled which was spoken: In the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.

 ( Master, it is good for us to be here: * Let us make here three tabernacles: one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 

( For he wist not what to say. Let us. 

Lesson vij 
W

HAT more sure; what more certain than this word, in the proclamation of which the trumpet of both the Old and the New Testament peals forth, and the testimonies of ancient witnesses agree with the Gospel teaching? For the pages of both covenants agree with each other; and the brightness of the present glory manifestly and openly reveals him whom the former figures had promised under the veil of mysteries.

( But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the 
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glory of his countenance; which glory was ; to be done away: * How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 

( For this man is counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who 

hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. How shall.

Lesson viij

P

ETER the Apostle. stirred by these revelations of mysteries, despising worldly matters and scorning earthly things, was carried away by a certain excessive desire for things eternal: and, fil1ed with rapture at the open vision, he longed to  dwell with Jesus there where he was rejoicing in his glory. Whence he said, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. But the Lord made no reply to this suggestion, showing, not indeed that it was wicked, but that he was desiring something inordinate, because the world could not be saved without Christ's death; and by the Lord's example here, the faith of believers is called upon to realize that although there should be no doubt as to the promise of blessedness, yet are we to understand that among the trials of this present life we must ask for endurance before glory.

( On this day the Lord Jesus, taking with him three disciples, went up alone into an high mountain to pray, and as he prayed he was transfigured before them,  and his face did shine as the sun, * And his raiment was white as the light.

( That he might have also the testimony of the law and the prophets, Moses and Elias appeared in glory. And his. Glory be. And his. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
On the Canticles, Antiphon. Today * when the Lord was transfigured, at the Father’s word, Moses and Elias appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem.

Canticle Domine, miserere nostri, with the rest, as in the Psalter, p. 42. 

( His honour is great in thy salvation. 

( Glory and great worship shalt thou lay upon him. 

The Lesson from the Holy  Gospel  according to S. Matthew 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 17 

A

T that time: Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured before them. And the rest.

Homily by S. John Chrysostom               Homily 57 on Matthew, at the beginning. 

T

HE Lord had said much about dangers, much about his Passion, about the death and slaying of his disciples, and had laid many hard and grievous things 
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upon them; and all these things concerned this present life and were nigh at hand; but the good things were to be expected and awaited: as, for example, that they should save their life if they had lost it; that he would come in the glory of his Father, and render the rewards. Now, in order to reassure them by sight, and to show them what that glory would be when he would come (at least, as much as they could comprehend in this present life) he showed it and  unveiled It to them, to prevent any of them, especially Peter, from grieving over their own deaths, or that of the Lord.

( God hath called us with an holy calling, according to his grace which is now made manifest, * By the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

( Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light. By the. 

Lesson x

A

ND see what he did when he discoursed on heaven and hell. For when he said, Whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it, and when he said, He will reward every man according to his works, he indicated heaven and hell. 

( God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, * To give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

( Unto the godly there ariseth up light in the darkness; he is merciful, loving and righteous. To give

Lesson xj

A

LTHOUGH he discoursed on both, he allowed heaven to be seen by the eyes, but not hell; for although it would have been needful for men who were unlearned and dull; these men were proved and instructed, and it was enough for them to be strengthened by better things. And this is much more becoming to him. But he did not leave out the other altogether, for sometimes he laid all the atrocity of hell as it were before their eyes, as in the parable of Lazarus, and in the account of the man who demanded back the hundred pence. 

(. And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, * Until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.

(  Lest his death should be prevented through the making known of this vision to the people. Until.   

For the holy Martyrs  

Lesson xij 
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X

YSTUS the Second, an Athenian, who from a philosopher became a disciple of Christ, in the persecution of Valerian was accused of publicly preaching Christ, arrested, and taken into the temple of Mars, and offered the pain of death unless he sacrificed to that image. He constantly refused to do that impiety, and as he was led to martyrdom, he met Saint Lawrence, who sorrowfully questioned him on this wise: Whither goest thou without thy son, Father? holy priest, where dost thou go without a deacon? and he replied: I do not leave thee, my son: a sterner struggle awaits thee for the faith of Christ: after three days thou shalt follow me, the deacon after tne priest: meanwhile, if thou have anything in the treasures, distribute it to the poor. And so on the sane day he was killed together with the Deacons Felicissimus and Agapitus, the Subdeacons Januarius, Magnus, Vincentius and Stephen, and buried in the cemetery of Callistus on the sixth of August: but the others in the cemetery of Praetextatus. He was in the See for eleven months and twelve days. In this time he held an Ordination in the month of December, making four Presbyters, seven Deacons, and two Bishops. 

(. God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of his Saints,  and there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there he any more pain. * For the former things are passed away.

( They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the. Glory be. For the.

When the Feast of the Transfiguration is celebrated under the rite of a Double of the first Class, or if it happen to be translated to another day on which no simple Feast occurs having a proper Lesson,  then is read the following 

Lesson xij

C

ONSIDER Matthew's wisdom in not concealing the names of those who had the first places. And John very often does the same, as when he truly and diligently describes Peter's excellency. For neither envy nor vainglory had any place in this company of the Apostles. Why did he take only these? Because they excelled the others. Why did he do it, not straightway, but after six days? Lest it should upset others among his disciples and followers; therefore he made no mention beforehand of those whom he was going to take with him.

( As he prayed the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and glistering * And there talked with him two men which were Moses and Elias, who appeared in glory. 

(  They spake of his decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. And there. Glory be. And there.  
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The Continuation of the holy  Gospel  according to S. Matthew                  Ch. 17 

A

T that time: Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. And, behold, there  appeared unto them Loses and Elias, talking with him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hehar ye him. And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man save Jesus only. And as they came down the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.

Collect as below in Lauds..

AT LAUDS, 

and through the Hours, Antiphons.                                                                                                  

1.   Jesus taketh * Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into 

an high mountain apart, and  was transfigured before them. Psalm Dominus regnavit,  with the rest. 

2.  His face did shine * as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light,  alleluia.  

3. And behold, * there appeared unto them Moses and Elias, talking with Jesus. 

4. Then answered Peter, * and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be

  here. 

5. While he yet spake, * behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them. 
Chapter                                                                                                             Phil. 3

W

E look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed unto the body of his glory. 

Short ( Glorious didst thou appear in the sight of the Lord. * Alleluia, alleluia.

Glorious. ( Because the Lord hath clothed thee with majesty. Alleluia. Glory be   

Glorious.
                    Hymn                                                Amor Jesu dulcissime     
   O love of Jesus, sweet and dear,           3 Thou Brightness of the Father's throne, 

    When to the heart thou dost appear,        Goodness that never can be known,

    Away its clouds and darkness roll,          The fulness of thy love impart 

    And sweetness overflows the soul.          By thy true Presence in the heart.

2 How happy he who feels the light,        4 All glory, Lord, to thee we pay, 

   Thou Sharer of the Father's might,           Transfigured on the mount today;

   True radiance of our native land,             All glory, as is ever meet, 

   Surpassing all we understand.                  To Father and to Paraclete.          Amen.
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( A crown of gold is upon his head. 

( A visible sign of holiness, glory, and honour. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon. And behold a voice * out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son,  in whom I am well pleased; hear ye  him, alleluia.  

COLLECT

O

GOD, who in the glorious Transfiguration of thine only-begotten Son didst confirm the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of the fathers, and in the voice proceeding from the bright cloud didst wondrously foreshadow the perfect adoption of thy sons: mercifully vouchsafe; that we, being made fellow-heirs of the same the King of glory, may likewise attain to be partakers of that glory. Through the same. 

For commemoration of SS.Xystus, etc., Martyrs, 

Antiphon. The very hairs of your head are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. 

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. (.Let them rejoice in their beds.  

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who vouchsafest unto us to celebrate the birthday of thy holy Martyrs Xystus, Felicissimus and Agapitus: grant that we may rejoice in the everlasting felicity of their fellowship. Through. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. His face did shine

Chapter We look for the Saviour, as above. 

( Glorious didst thou appear in the sight of the Lord, alleluia.

( Because the Lord hath clothed thee with majesty, alleluia. 

AT SEXT
Antiphon. And behold. 

Chapter                                                                                                         2 Cor.3 

B

UT we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord, alleluia. . 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands, alleluia.  

AT NONE
Antiphon. While he yet spake. 

Chapter                                                                                                         Rev.21 
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A

ND he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having the glory of God; and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

( His honour is great in thy salvation, alleluia. 

( Glory and great worship shalt thou lay upon him, alleluia.  . 

IN SECOND VESPERS

All as in first except the following.

( Glorious didst thou appear in the sight of the Lord. 

( Because the Lord hath clothed thee with majesty. . 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  And when the disciples heard it, * they fell on their face, and were sore afraid: and Jesus came and touched them, and said, A-rise,  and be not afraid, alleluia.     
Collect O God, who in the glorious Transfiguration, above.

Then commemoration is made of the following. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Seventh of August

Donatus, Bishop and Martyr

Antiphon. This saint strove unto death for the law of his God, and feared not the words of the ungodly; forasmuch as he was founded upon a firm foundation. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( Thou hast made him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, the glory of thy priests: grant, we beseech thee; that we may perceive the succour of thy holy martyr and Bishop Donatus, whose festival we celebrate. Through. 

Lesson iij

D

ONATUS, when his parents had been killed for the faith of Jesus Christ, fled with the monk Hilarinus to Arretium in Etruria: and he was also elected Bishop of that city. And there, in the persecution of Julian, they were both commanded by the prefect Quadratianus to worship the idols; which wicked impiety they refused to commit, and Hilarinus was beaten with clubs before the eyes of Quadratianus, until he expired. As for Domatus, he was also violently tortured and killed with a sword. Their bodies were honourably buried by the Christians near that city.

 ( This is a Martyr who strove for his Master' s precepts, even unto death, and feared not the words of evil men: * Forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation.
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( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. Forasmuch. Glory be. Forasmuch.
__________________________________________________________________
The Eighth of August

SS. Cyriacus, Largus and Smaragdus, Martyrs

Semidouble

All from the Common of many Martyrs, p. liij, except the following.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of thy holy Martyrs Cyriacus, Largus, and Smaragdus: mercifully grant; that as we now celebrate their birthday, so we may imitate their constancy in suffering. Through. 

Lessons of the j. Nocturn Brethren, we are debtors, unless they are impeded by an occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

C

YRIACUS the Deacon, with Sisinius, Largus, and Smaragdus, was for a long time shut in prison, and performed many miracles; among these, he released Arthemia, daughter of Diocletian, from a demon by his prayers: and being sent to Sapos, king of Persia, he delivered also Jobia, his daughter, from an evil spirit. And having baptized the king her father with four hundred and thirty others, he returned to Rome: where he was arrested on the orders of the Emperor Maximian, bound in chains, and dragged before his carriage.

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment.

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson vj

A

ND after four days he was brought out of prison, covered in molten pitch, and stretched on a scaffold, and finally together with Largus and Smaragdus, and twenty others, beheaded with an axe on the via Salaria by the Sallustian gardens. Their bodies were buried on the same road by John the priest on the sixteenth of March, and later, on the eighth of August, by Pope Marcellus and the noble lady Lucina they were wrapped in linen veils, covered in precious ointments, and transferred to Lucina's estate on the via Ostiensis, seven miles from the city. 
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(. The Saints of God feared not the blows or the, executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

( They delivered up their bodies  to be punished for God's sake. That they.

Homily of S. John Chrysostom

Lesson vij
                                                         Serm. 1 on the Martyrs, vol. 3
A

S is well known to all, the glory of the Martyrs is celebrated by the people of God (such being the divine will) to this end, that to them due honour may be paid, and to us may be shown, by the favour of Christ, examples of courage; while then we behold these celebrations, let us understand how great is their glory in heaven, whose festivals are thus honoured on earth; may we ourselves be stirred up to show forth the like example, an equal courage, the same devotion and faith: that so, Christ helping us, we may fight and conquer the foe, and thus having shared the victory of these Saints, we may triumph together with them in the kingdom of heaven.

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints.

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace.  

Lesson viij

W

HAT man, desiring to partake of their reward, would not first set himself to acquire their constancy, to imitate their faith, and the courage with which they suffered; would not find, or seek to find, such glory by likening his life to theirs? For, though he were not able to resemble them in martyrdom, at least he might show himself worthy by his good deeds to be honoured  with so great a gift. For a most loving God is with us, and will grant to such of his children as desire it either martyrdom itself or, without a Martyr's death, the heavenly reward with his Saints.

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Mark. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch 16

A

T that time: Jesus said to his disciples: Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. And the rest. 
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Homily of Saint Gregory, Pope.                                       Homily 29 on the Gospel 

B

Y saying, Every creature, may be meant, every nation of the Gentiles. For previously it had been said: Go not into the way of the Gentiles, but now is said, Preach to every creature: that is, that the Apostles' preaching, being first rejected by Jewry, should then come to our aid, being rejected by them as a testimony of their condemnation. 

( Because of the covenant of the Lord, and the laws of their fathers, the Saints of God abode in brotherly love: * For one spirit and one faith was ever in them. 

( Behold how good and joyful a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. For one. 

Lesson x

B

UT in sending out the disciples to preach, what else does Truth do, but sprinkle grains of seed in the world? And he sends forth few grains as seed, to receive the fruits of many harvests from our faith. Nor indeed would such a great harvest of the faithful have sprung up in all the world, had not those elect grains of preachers come forth from the hand of the Lord. 

( O come, my Saints, who in the flesh did have sore conflict, * And I will render unto you a reward of your labours. 

( Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom. And I will. Glory be. And I will. 

Lesson xj

I

T follows: He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. Someone may say to himself: I do believe, so I shall be saved. And he speaks truly, if he lives his faith in his works. For this is true faith: when that which we confess with our lips we do not belie by our deeds. This is what Paul had in mind when he spoke of hypocritical believers: They profess that they know God, but in their works they deny him. 

( The bodies of the Saints are buried in peace, * And their names live for evermore. 

( The people will tell of the wisdom of the Saints, and the congregation will shew forth their praise. And their. 

Lesson xij 

A

ND these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, 
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and they shall recover. These signs do not follow us now, but should that make us any the less believing? They were necessary at the time of the dawn of the Church, for it was necessary then for great numbers to be brought to believe, so that the Faith might grow, and so they were nourished by miracles. It is like planting trees: at first we continuously water them, until we find they have taken root, and then, when the roots are firm, we cease watering; or, as Paul says, Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not. 

( The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no torment touch them: in the sight of the unwise they seem to die, * But they are in peace. 

( God proved them, and found them worthy for himself. But they. Glory be. But they. 

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Mark.                                  Ch 16

A

T that time: Jesus said to his disciples: Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved: but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They sdhall take uperpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurrt them: they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Collect as above.

Vespers of the following, commemoration of the preceding and of S. Romanus, Martyr..

__________________________________________________________________

The Ninth of August

On the Vigil of S. Lawrence, Martyr

ON THE SAME DAY

SS. Stephen, and two hundred Monks, Martyrs.

Double.

All from the Common of many Martyrs, except the following.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that as we acknowledge the glorious Martyrs Abbot Stephen and his companions, monks, to be strong in their confession,  so we may feel their devout intercession with thee for us. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of SS. Cyriacus, Largus, etc., Martyrs.

Antiphon. In the heavenly kingdom rejoice the souls of the Blessed, who  followed the footsteps of Christ their Master: and since for love of him they poured forth their life-blood, therefore do they exult for ever.
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( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice In their beds.

Collect as above.
Afterwards of S. Romanus, Martyr.

Antiphon. This is a Martyr, who strove for his Master's precepts, even unto death: and feared not the words of evil men, forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that, at the intercession of blessed Romanus, thy Martyr, we may both be delivered from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul. Through. 

In the j. Nocturn, Lessons Brethren, we are debtors, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE  SECOND NOCTURN

((From the Bull of Clement VIII*))

Lesson v

I

N the time when the cruel tyranny of the Arabs afflicted the Christians in Spain, and their ungodly king Zafa laid waste the province of Castile, but specially vehemently attacked the servants of God the religious men, defenders of the Christian faith, whom he knew to be the most bitter opponents of their exerable sect: among other venerable monks, who in various places of Spain, most willingly serving the worship of God, were oppressed by  the persecutions of the same,  they were the more fortunate, who at Burgos in the monastery of Saint Peter de Charadigna, of the Order of our most holy Father Benedict, flourishing in especial sanctity of life, were found worthy to be promoted by the Lord Jesus Christ to martyrdom, two hundred of them all at once.

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment.

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson vj

F

OR they under their Abbot Stephen, being trained together into a spiritual force by the same most holy man, both to overcome the flesh and despise the __________________________________________________________________

* the text appears factual, but perhaps the ascription  might be omitted in reading. 

1658

world: and taught to combat the powers of the air, when they heard that the Arab minisrers of satan were present, thirsting for their blood, would not accept any redemption, that they might find a better resurrection; and with one accord, potent in the armour of God, fervent in spirit, constantly persisted in undergoing any evils whatsoever. And rightly understanding that the sufferings of this time are not to be compared with the glory to come, which is to be revealed in us; they strengthened each other by exhortations and armed themselves with earnest prayers.

(. The Saints of God feared not the blows or the, executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

( They delivered up their bodies  to be punished for God's sake. That they.

Lesson vij

T

HUS therefore confirmed by divine grace, firm in mind, drawn up in the monastery cloister, they received the executioners who rushed upon them with the greatest patience: and being cruelly beheaded by them each one, received the desired crown of martyrdom on Wednesday, the sixth of Aigust, in the year of salvation eight hundred and twenty-four. The holy Martyrs were buried in the same place by the faithful of Christ  who gathered there after the deadly Arab army withdrew.
( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints.

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace.  

Lesson viij
B

UT God, who not only crowns his soldiers in heaven, but makes them glorious on earth, illuminated that place to the glory of the same Martyrs by a notable miracle; during several years after, on the anniversary of the same slaughter, it appeared shining red as if with fresh blood; ((but now, the memory of the suffering of those times being almost extinct, the Apostolic See has revived it by its authority, and commends it to be celebrated by all the faithful.))

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, When ye shall hear, p. lix.
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For the Vigil of S. Laurence Martyr

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson xij                                                                                                          Ch.16

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples, if any man will come after me,   let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                          Hom. 32 on the Gospels

O

UR Lord and Redeemer came to the earth a new man, and he gave it new  commandments. He set his newness against our old life that had been nourished on sin. What was the old way of life, what the idea of fleshly man?  was it not the way of possessively holding on to his own goods, and, when he could manage it,  of grasping those of others : and,  when he could not manage it, of coveting them ? But the heavenly Physician applies healing remedies to each and every sin. 

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths, I was brouught forth; when there were no fountains aboubnding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth.

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. Glory be. Before.

In Lauds, for commemoration of the Vigil, Antiphon from  the Psalter.

( O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that soon.

( So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

COLLECT

A

SSIST us, O Lord, in these our supplications: and at the intercession of thy blessed Martyr Lawrence, whose festival we prevent, graciously bestow upon us thy perpetual mercy. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Romanus, Martyr. 

Antiphon. He that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that, at the intercession of blessed Romanus, thy Martyr, we may both be delivered from all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul. Through. 
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THE TENTH OF AUGUST

SAINT LAWRENCE, MARTYR

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

AT VESPERS

Antiphon  Laurence hath entered in, with the rest from Lauds. Psalms as in j. Vespers of Apostles.. 

Chapter                                                                                                       2 Cor. 9 

B

RETHREN: He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

Short ( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord. Thou hast set. ( A crown of pure                                                        gold. Upon his head. Glory be. Thou hast set.

Hymn E.H. 181 Deus tuorum militum,  p. xxv. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and worship, O Lord.

( Thou hast made him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.
On Magnificat, Antiphon. Lawrence the Deacon * hath wrought a pious work; who by the sign of the Cross enlightened the blind: and distributed to the poor the Church's treasures. 
COLLECT

G

RANT to us, we beseech thee, almighty God:  that we may quench the flames of our sins; as thou didst enable blessed Lawrence to overcome the fires of his torments. Through.  

And commemoration is made of  S. Stephen and his Companions, Martyrs. 

Antiphon. In the heavenly kingdom rejoice the souls of the Blessed, who  followed the footsteps of Christ their Master: and since for love of him they poured forth their life-blood, therefore do they exult for ever.

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice In their beds.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that as we acknowledge the glorious Martyrs Abbot Stephen and his companions, monks, to be strong in their confession,  so we may feel their devout intercession with thee for us. Through. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory  Blessed Lawrence, Martyr of Christ, receiveth the crown of his triumph in heaven: * O come, let us worship the Lord.  

Hymn E.H. 181 Deus tuorum militum, p . xxv. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
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Antiphon Father, whither goest thou * without thy son? Holy priest, where dost thou go without a deacon? Psalm 1. Beatus vir 

Antiphon Holy Father, * leave me not, for I have already spent the treasures which thou gavest me. Psalm 2. Quare fremuerunt gentes? 

Antiphon  I do not leave thee, * my son, nor forsake thee, but a sterner struggle awaits thee for the faith of Christ. Psalm 4 Cum invocarem   

Antiphon Blessed Lawrence * prayed, saying: Lord Jesus Christ, God of God, have  mercy on me, thy servant. Psalm 5 Verba mea auribus
Antiphon Romanus said * to blessed Laurence: I see before thee a well-favoured youth, make haste to baptize me. Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster 

Antiphon Blessed Laurence said: * The darkness is no darkness with me, but the night is as clear as the day. Psalm 11 In Domino coinfido

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord.  

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.

From the Book of Ecclesiasticus 

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 51, 1-12  

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour: I do  give praise unto thy name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction, and from the snare of the slanderous tongue, and from the lips that forge lies, and hast been mine helper against mine adversaries. 

( The Levite Laurence hath wrought a pious work, Who by the sign of the Cross  enlightened the blind, * And distributed to the poor the riches of the Church. 

( He hath dispersed abroad, he hath given to the poor, his righteousness endureth for ever. And.

Lesson ij

A

ND hast delivered me according to the multitude of thy mercies and greatness of thy Name, from the teeth of them that were ready to devour me, and out of the hands of such as sought after my life, and from the manifold afflictions which I had; from the choking of fire on every side, and from the midst of the fire which I kindled not; from the depth of the belly of hell, from an unclean tongue, and from lying words.  

( My son, fear not, for I am with thee, saith the Lord. * Though thou pass through fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the smell of burning be upon thee. 

( I will deliver thee out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem thee from the hand of the strong. Though 
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Lesson iij 

B

Y an accusation to the king from an unrighteous tongue my soul drew near even unto death, my life was near to the hell beneath. They compassed me on every side, and there was no man to help me: 1 looked for the succour of men, but there was none. Then thought I upon thy mercy, O Lord, and upon thy acts of old, how thou deliverest such as wait for thee, and savest them out of the hands of the enemies. Then lifted I up my supplication from the earth, and prayed for deliverance from death.
( They laid him on the gridiron, and stretched out his limbs: Christ's Levite mocked those who brought fuel: * Blessed Lawrence, Martyr of Christ, intercede for us. 

( The darkness is no darkness with me, but the night is as clear as the day. Blessed 

Lesson iv

I

 CALLED upon the Lord, the Father of my Lord, that he would not leave me in the days of my trouble, and in the time of the proud, when there was no help. I will praise thy name continually, and will sing praise with thanksgiving; and so my prayer was heard: for thou savedst me from destruction, and deliveredst me from the evil time: therefore will I give thanks, and praise thee, and bless thy name, O Lord. 

( Blessed Laurence said:  I have offerd myself a sacrifice * In the odour of sweetness.

( Rejoice greatly, for I have been counted worthy to be made a burnt-offering for Christ. In the. Glory be.  In the..

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. They laid him * on the gridiron, and stretched out his limbs: Christ's Levite mocked those who brought fuel. Psalm 15 Domine, quis habitabit? 

Antiphon. Thou hast * tried me with fire, and shalt find no wickedness in me. 

Psalm 17 Exaudi, Domine
Antiphon. When I was asked, * I acknowledged thee to be the Lord; now that I am roasted, I give thee thanks. Psalm 21  Domine, in virtute tuo 

Antiphon Blessed Laurence * cried, saying: I worship my God, and serve him alone. Psalm 24 Domini est terra 

Antiphon. He hath dispersed * abroad, he hath given to the poor, his righteousness remaineth for ever. Psalm 64 Exaudi Deus
Antiphon. I am thy defender, * be not afraid: though thou pass through fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the smell of burning be upon thee. Psalm 92 Bonum est confiteri 
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(  Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord.  ( A crown of pure gold. 

Sermon by S. Leo the Great 

Lesson v                                              Sermon 85. On the Birthday of S. Lawrence 

W

HEN the power of the heathen was raging against Christ's chosen members,   and was especially seeking out those in priestly orders, the wicked persecutor bore down on the Levite Laurence, who was pre-eminent in distributing the Church's substance, as well as in ministering the sacraments; the persecutor promised himself a two-fold booty from one man, for if he could make him hand over the holy funds, he would also make him an apostate from the true religion.

( Father; whither goest thou without thy son? Holy priest, where dost thou go without a deacon? * It hath never been thy use to offer sacrifice without a minister. 

( What, therefore, in me hath displeased thee, father? Hast thou ever found me unworthy? Make trial, if he, to whom thou hast entrusted the ministration of the Lord's Blood is indeed a worthy servant. It hath. 

Lesson vj

T

HIS man, then, was furnished with a double motive, greed for money, and hatred of the truth: avarice, for he would seize the treasure, wickedness, for he would rob Christ. He orders the spotless minister of the sanctuary to bring him the Church's wealth, which he so greedily desires. The most chaste Levite, to show him where that treasure lay, brought him a great crowd of the holy poor, on whose food and clothing he had invested those resources so that they could never be lost; for they were all the more safe, for the holy way in which they had been spent. 

( Holy Father, leave me not, for I have already spent the treasures which thou gavest me. * I do not leave thee, my son, nor forsake thee, but a sterner struggle awaits thee for the faith of Christ. 

( We, as old men, are given an easier race to run. but for thee in youth there is  

kept a more glorious triumph over the tyrant: in three days time thou, the Levite, wilt follow me, the Priest. I do. 

Lesson vij 

T

HUS the robber rages, and seething with hatred for a religion which had appointed such use for wealth, he tries to steal a higher treasure from him in whose hands he found no money; he attempts to rob him of that wealth which made him rich in holiness. He orders Laurence to renounce Christ, and prepares fearful tortures to overcome the Levite's most steadfast strength of soul; when the first tortures are of no avail worse ones follow. He orders his lacerated limbs, cut 
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by many stripes, to be roasted over a fire; so that the torture should be more severe and the suffering prolonged, his body was to be turned from side to side on the gridiron the bars of which were themselves burning hot by reason of the slow fire beneath. 

( Blessed Laurence cried, saying: I worship my God, and him only do I serve. * And therefore I fear not your tortures. 

( The darkness is no darkness with me, but the night is as clear as the day. And therefore.

Lesson viij 

O

 RAGING cruelty, gaining nothing, obtaining nothing! That which can die is withdrawn from thy tortures, and Laurence goes forth to heaven, while thou failest with thy flame,. The love of Christ could not be overcome by flames. The fire which licked around him was slower than that which burned within. Thou didst rage, O persecutor of a martyr; thou didst rage, and by increasing his tortures thou didst help him to his palm. For what could thy imagination find that was not conducive to the victor's glory, when the very instruments of torture turned to the honour of his triumph? Let us rejoice, therefore, with spiritual joy, beloved brethren, and in the most happy end of this illustrious man let us glory in the Lord, who is wonderful in his Saints, in whom he hath given us both help and example. He hath thus made his glory to shine throughout the world, that, from the rising up of the sun unto the going down of the same, amidst the shining brightness of the Levitical lights, as Jerusalem is made glorious by Stephen, so Rome is made illustrious by Laurence.

( The deacon Laurence was counted worthy to be a burnt-offering, and while he was burning he did not deny the Lord: * Therefore he was made a sacrifice of praise.

( When he was laid on the gridiron he did not deny God; and at the touch of the fire he confessed Christ. Therefore. Glory be. Therefore.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon. Except a corn of wheat * fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone.

Canticle Beatus vir, with the rest from the Common of one Martyr, p. xxx..

(. His honour is great in thy salvation. 

( Glory and great worship shalt thou lay upon him. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 12 1665

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone. And the rest. 

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                                 Homily 51 on John 

H

E meant himself. That was the corn of wheat that must be mortified and multiplied: mortified by the Jews, multiplied by the faith of the nations. But now, exhorting men to follow in the footsteps of his Passion: He that loveth, says he, his life, shall lose it. Whieh may be understood in two ways. He that loveth, shall lose: that is, If thou lovest, lose: if thou desirest to keep life in Christ, fear not death for Christ. 

( Upon the gridiron I denied thee not, O God: * And, tried by fire, I acknowledged thee to be the Lord Jesus Christ. 

( Thou hast proved and visited mine heart in the nightseason. And, tried. 

Lesson x

A

LSO in another way: He that loveth his life shall lose it. Love not, lest thou lose: love it not in this life, lest thou lose it in life eternal. But this that I have put last seems more agreeable to the mind of the Gospel, for the Lord goes on to say: And he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. Therefore in what was said above, He that loveth (in this world;) the same, of course, shall lose it. But he that hateth it, of course, in this world, the same shall keep it unto life eternal. 

( O Hippolytus, if thou believest in the Lord Jesus Christ, * I both show thee treasures, and promise thee eternal life. 

( Blessed Laurence said unto Hyppolytus: If thou believest in the Lord Jesus Christ. I both. 

Lesson  xj

A

 GREAT and marvellous thought, how to love one's own soul should be to lose it; and to hate it, not to lose it! If thou hast loved it ill, then hast thou hated; if hated, well, thou hast loved. Happy they that hate their souls, to the keeping thereof, that they may not lose them by the loving thereof. But take heed lest there steal upon thee a wish to make away with thyself, while thou takest it in that sense, that it is thy duty to hate thine own life in this world.

( Blessed Laurence said: Know, wretched man, how great is the power of the Lord: * For these coals do not cause me pain, but are cold to me. 

( See, thou hast roasted me on one side, turn me and eat. For these. 

Lesson xij 

1666

F

OR hence certain malignant and perverse men, who are in their own persons a more cruel and wicked sort of murderers, give themselves to the flames, choke themselves in the waters, dash themselves in pieces by casting themselves headlong, and perish. Christ taught not this: nay, when the devil suggested that he should cast himself headlong, he answered, Get thee behind me, Satan: it is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. But to Peter he said, signifying by what death he should glorify God: When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and walkest whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, another shalt gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. Where he hath said expressly enough, that not by himself, but by another must that man be put to death, who would follow in Christ's footsteps. 

( Rejoice greatly, for I have been counted worthy to be made a burnt- offering for Christ: when I was accused, I did not deny Christ, when I was questioned, I confessed his Name. * I have been burned, thanks be to God.

( I have offered myself to God as a sacrifice in then odour of sweetness. I have. Glory be. I have.

The Continuation of the holy Gospel according to S. John                          Ch. 12 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

AT LAUDS, 

and through the hours, Antiphons.                                           
1. Lawrence hath entered in, * and as a Martyr hath confessed the Name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Psalm Dominus regnavit, and the rest, p. 28.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

2. Lawrence * hath wrought a pious work; who by the sign of the Cross  enlightened the blind. 
3. My soul * cleaveth fast unto thee, forasnuch as my flesh hath been burned for 

thee, O my God. 
4. The Lord hath sent * his Angel, and hath delivered me out of the midst of the fire,  and I am not burned.

5. Blessed Lawrence * prayed, saying: I render thanks unto thee, O Lord, who  hast counted me worthy to enter within thy gates.     

Chapter                                                                                                        2 Cor. 9 

B

RETHREN: He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 
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( Thou hast crowned him * With glory and honour, O Lord.  Thou hast crowned.  ( And  madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. With glory. Glory be. Thou hast crowned.

Hymn E.H. 180 Martyr Dei qui unicum,  p. xxxiv. 

( He hath dispersed abroad, and given to the poor. 

( And his righteousness remaineth for ever. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon. On the iron grate, *  O God, I denied thee not; and when fire was kindled   beneath me, O Christ, I confessed thee: thou hast proved my heart and hast visited  me in the night season; thou hast tried me with fire, and hast found no wickedness in me.  

COLLECT

G

RANT to us, we beseech thee, almighty God:  that we may quench the flames of our sins; as thou didst enable blessed Lawrence to overcome the fires of his torments. Through. 

AT TERCE 

Antiphon. Lawrence.

Chapter Brethren: he which soweth, as above. 

Short ( as in the Common, p. xxxix
( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord.  

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.  

AT SEXT

Antiphon. My  soul. 

Chapter                                                                                                       2 Cor. 9 

E

VERY man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

 ( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord.   ( A crown of pure gold  

AT NONE

Antiphon. Blessed Lawrence. 

Chapter                                                                                                          2 Cor. 9 

G

OD is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: as it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor; his righteousness remaineth for ever. 

( His honour is great in thy salvation. 

( Glory and great worship shalt thou lay upon him. 

IN II VESPERS

Antiphon Laurence hath entered, with the rest from Lauds. Psalms, as in ij. Vespers of a Martyr.
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Chapter, Short (, and Hymn as above in first Vespers. 

( Lawrence the Levite hath wrought a pious work. 

( Who by the sign of the Cross enlightened the blind. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Blessed Lawrence, * when laid and burning on the iron grating, spake to the impious tyrant, saying: The feast is ready, turn and eat; but the Church's treasures,  which thou claimest, have been garnered up in heaven, by the hands of the poor and needy.  

Collect, as above

Then commemoration is made of SS. Tiburtius and Susanna, Maryrs. 

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 

( Be glad, O ye righteous,and rejoice in the Lord. 

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

COLLECT

O

 LORD, let the protection of thy holy Martyrs Tiburtius and Susanna continually defend us: forasmuch as thou failest not to look with mercy on those to whom thou dost grant the succour of their assistance. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Eleventh of August

Second day 

within the Octave of S. Lawrence

Invitatory and Hymn, as on the feast.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

 Antiphon Father, whither goest thou * without thy son? Holy priest, where dost thou go without a deacon? 

Ferial Psalms. ( and  (( from that Nocturn, of which is the Absolution.

Blessing. May he bless us.
Sermon of Saint Augustine, Bishop.                                  Sermon 30 on the Saints
Lesson j                                                                            

I

 BELIEVE you know the passion of the most blessed Martyr Lawrence, whose birthday we are celebrating today: and how much he endured in persecution, I doubt not your love can know. For so great was the glory of his martyrdom, that he enlightened the whole world by his passion. Fully has Lawrence illumined the world with that light with which he himself was kindled, and by the flames that he himself endured, he has warmed the hearts of all Christians. 

Blessing May he whose feast.

Lesson ij 

1669

W

HO is not willing to burn now with Lawrence's fire, rather than to suffer the eternal fire of hell? Thus by the example of blessed Lawrence are we provoked unto martyrdom, kindled unto faith, warmed to devotion: and if we lack the flame of the persecutor, we lack not however the flame of faith. We burn not indeed in the body for Christ, but we burn with love. The persecutor puts no fire under me: but the desire of the Saviour puts it there. 

Blessing May the King 

Lesson iij

A

ND that it is the Saviour's fire, we read in the Gospel, where the same Lord saith: I am come to send fire on the earth: and what will I, if it be already kindled? And burning with that fire those two disciples said: Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? So blessed Lawrence, kindled with this fire, feels not the burning of the flames; and burning with desire for Christ, he feels not the persecutor's pain. 

 For the holy Martyrs Tiburtius and Susanna, if they shall come on a Sunday                                             Lesson xij 

T

IBURTIUS, son of the prefect of the City, Chromatius, being a Christian through the work of Saint Sebastian, when for the same cause he was brought to Fabian the judge, and preached much to him concerning the faith of Christ; the judge became angry and commanded the pavement to be strewn with glowing coals: Now, Tiburtius, he said, you must either sacrifice to our gods, or walk on those coals with bare feet. But he, arming himself with the sign of the cross, and walking by faith on the coals, said, Learn  from this, that there is one God, whom the Christians worship, for the coals seem to me as flowers. But this was attributed to magic arts, and Tiburtius was led out of tne City, and beheaded with the sword on the via Lavicana, three miles from the City, and buried there by the Christians. The same day Susanna, a noble Virgin, because she refused to marry Galerius Maximianus, son of the Emperor Diocletian, as she had made a vow of virginity to God, after many sorts of torments, by which ner holy purpose of virginity was tested, was beheaded witn the sword at her own home by the Emperor's command, and passed to heaven to the reward both of virginity and of martyrdom.

(. God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of his Saints,  and there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there he any more pain. * For the former things are passed away.

( They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the.. Glory be. For the..

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
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Antiphon Holy Father, * leave me not, for I have already spent the treasures which thou gavest me.  Ferial Psalms.

Chapter                                                                                                         2 Cor. 9.

N

OW he that ministreth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness.
( The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and out his trust in him. 

( And all they that are true of heart shall be glad.
COLLECT

G

RANT to us, we beseech thee, almighty God:  that we may quench the flames of our sins; as thou didst enable blessed Lawrence to overcome the fires of his torments. Through. 

At Lauds, and the rest of the Hours all as on the feast.
Thus the Office is said throughout the whole Octave, except the Antiphons of the Nocturns and the Lessons.

In Lauds commemoration of SS. Tiburtius and Susanna, Martyrs.

Antiphon.The very hairs of your head are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice in their beds. 

COLLECT

O

 LORD, let the protection of thy holy Martyrs Tiburtius and Susanna continually defend us: forasmuch as thou failest not to look with mercy on those to whom thou dost grant the succour of their assistance. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twelfth of August.

Third day

 within the Octave of S. Lawrence

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. They laid him * on the gridiron, and stretched out his limbs: Christ's Levite mocked those who brought fuel.   **     Ferial Psalms
From the Homily of Saint Augustine, Bishop.  **                   From Tr. 51 on John

Lesson j

A

ND so, when a case has reached the crisis that this condition, is placed before a man, either that he must act contrary to the divine commandment or quit this life, and that he is compelled to choose one or other of the two by the persecutor who is threatening him with death, in such circumstances let him prefer dying in the love of God to living under His anger; in such circumstances let him hate his life in this world that he may keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve __________________________________________________________________

** Antiphons and Lessons missing from the breviarium monasticum because of the observance of Clare of Assisi. The homily from the third Nocturns in the breviarium romanum, yesterday and today, in sequence with that of the Feast, and the Antiphons from the second Nocturn of the Feast.. 
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me, let him follow me. What is that, Let him follow me, but, let him imitate me? Because Christ suffered for us,says the Apostle Peter, leaving us an example, that we should follow his steps. 
Lesson ij

H

ERE you have the meaning of the words, If any man serve me, let him follow me. But with what result? what wages? what reward? And where I am, he says, there shall also my servant be. Let him be; freely loved, that so the reward of the service done may be, to be with him. For where will one be well, apart from him, or when will one be able to be unhappy, in his company? Hear it still more plainly: If any man serve me, him will my Father honour. And what will be the honour, but to be with his Son? For of what he said before, Where I am, there shall also my servant be, we may understand as giving the explanation, when he says here, Him will my Father honour. For what greater can await an adopted son than to be with the Only-begotten; not, indeed, made equal to his divinity, but made a partaker of his eternity? 

Lesson iij

B

UT it becomes us rather to enquire what is to be understood by this serving of Christ to which there is attached so great a reward.For if we have taken up the idea that tne serving of Christ is the preparation of what is needful for the body, or 

the cooking and serving up of food, or the mixing of drink and handing the cup to one at the supper table; this, indeed, was done to him by those who had the privilege of his bodily presence ,as in the case of Martha and Mary, when Lazarus also was one of those who sat at the table. But in that sort of way was Christ served also by the reprobate Judas; for it was he also who had the money bag; and although he had the exceeding wickedness to steal of its contents,  yet it was he also who provided what was needful for the meal 
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Thou hast * tried me with fire, and shalt find no wickedness in me. **.   

Ferial Psalms

In II Vespers commemoration is made of SS.Hippolytus and Cassian, Martyrs. 

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 

( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. 

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that the venerable solemnity of thy blessed Martyrs, Hippolytus and Cassian, may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through. 
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The Thirteenth of August.

Fourth day

 within the Octave of S. Lawrence

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon  I do not leave thee, * my son, nor forsake thee, but a sterner struggle awaits thee for the faith of Christ.

Ferial Psalms

From the book of Offices by Saint Ambrose, Bishop. 

Lesson j                                                                           Bk. 1 Ch. 41, in the middle

L

ET us not overlook Saint Lawrence, who when he sav Xystus, his Bishop, being led to martyrdom, began to weep, not at the passion of the other, but at his own being left behind. And so he began to call out in these words:  Father, whither goest thou without thy son? Holy priest, where dost thou go without a deacon? It hath never been thy use to offer sacrifice without a minister.   What, therefore, in me hath displeased thee, father? Hast thou found me unworthy? Make trial, whether thou hast chosen a fitting minister. Dost thou deny a share in thy blood to him, to whom thou hast entrusted the ministration of the Lord's Blood? 

Lesson ij                                                                       Bk 2 Ch 28, after the middle

A

ND when the treasures of the Church vere demanded of him, he promised to shew them. On the next day he brought the poor. When asked where were the treasures that he had promised, he shewed the poor, saying: These are the treasures of the Church. And truly they are treasures, in whom is Christ, in whom is the faith of Christ. Accordingly, the Apostle says: We have this treasure in earthen vessels. What better treasures has Christ, than they, of vhom he says, that he is in them? For thus it is written: I was hungry, and ye gave me to eat; thirsty, and ye gave me to drink: a stranger,and ye took me in. And below, Inasmuch as ye did it to one of these, ye did it to me. These treasures Lawrence shewed, and conquered, because them the persecutor could not take away.

Lesson iij 
W

AS it said to Saint Lawrence: thou shouldest not have spent the treasures of the Church, sold sacramental vessels? It is necessary that someone should do this work with sincere faith and clear foresight. Indeed if anyone puts it to his own profit, it is a crime: but if he spends it on the poor, or redeems a captive, it is mercy. For no one can say, Why does the poor man live? No one can question why captives have been redeemed. No one can make an accusation because a temple of God has been built. No one can be indignant, because space is allowed 
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for the human remains of the faithful: none can grieve, that the departed rest in Christian burial. In these three kinds of ways even dedicated vessels of the Church may be broken up, melted down, sold. 

For the holy Martyrs Hippolytus and Cassian, Martyrs, if theyt shall come on a Sunday.

Lesson xij 

H

IPPOLYTUS, having been baptized by Saint Lawrence, was taking the Eucharist in his own house, when he was arrested and brought to the Emperor Valerian, and being questioned by him about the profession of his religion, freely professed that he was a Christian. Therefore he was beaten with clubs: and when his faith was found the more constant under these blows, he was tempted with gifts and the promise of honours. And since all these words were in vain, he was handed over to the Prefect to be killed. He, coming to Hippolytus' home to confiscate his goods, found that all his fanily was Christian: and failing to deter them from their Christian faith, he first had Concordia, Hippolytus' nurse, beaten with leaden whips, as she was encouraging the others, and then ordered the rest to be killed outside the Tiburtine gate. Hippolytus was dragged by wild horses through places full of thorns and thistles until with lacerated body he gave up his spirit to God, and together with the others was buried by the presbyter Justin at the Veran field. On the same day, at the Forum of Sylla, Cassian the martyr was most cruelly tormented: for with his hands tied behind his back he was handed over to be pierced and tortured with the iron pens of the boys whom he used to teach. And as their strength was less, so much the greater and longer was the pain of his martyrdom, and his palm the more glorious.

(. God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of his Saints,  and there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there he any more pain. * For the former things are passed away.

( They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the.. Glory be. For the..

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon Blessed Lawrence * prayed, saying: Lord Jesus Christ, God of God, have  mercy on me, thy servant.Ferial Psalms
In Lauds, commemoration is made of SS. Hippolytus and Cassian.

Antiphon. The very hairs of your head are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice in their beds. 

. 

COLLECT
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G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that the venerable solemnity of thy blessed Martyrs, Hippolytus and Cassian, may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through. 

In ij.  Vespers commemoration is made of S. Eusebius, Confessor. 
Antiphon. I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock. 

( The Lord loved him, and adorned him. ( He clothed him with a robe of glory. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Eusebius thy Confessor: mercifully grant; that we, who celebrate his birthday, may by his example be drawn nearer unto thee. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________
The Fourteenth of August.

Fifth day

within the Octave of S. Lawrence

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon Romanus said * to blessed Laurence: I see before thee a well-favoured youth, make haste to baptize me. Ferial Psalms  
Sermon by Saint Maximus, Bishop.

Lesson j                                                                             Homily 1 on S. Lawrence 

B

RETHREN, it is holy and pleasing to God, that we venerate the birthday of blessed Lawrence with special devotion: with whose gleaming flames the Church of Christ today shines victoriously in all the world. As he exercised the office of Deacon in the most glorious Patriarchal See, he joined himself to the Apostolic band by purity of innocent life and by the triumph of a most brave death. Deservedly do we proclaim him as almost equal to the Apostles, whose chastity of life gained him the ministry of a Levite, and whose fullness of faith conferred the dignity of martyrdom. 

 Lesson ij 

X

YSTUS, the venerable Bishop of the city of Rome, as he was defeating by his torments the impiety of a raging world, and was now near to the heavenly kingdom, and saw him most sad at his father's death, is reported to have persuaded him thus, with the spirit of foreknowledge: Be not sad, my son: after three days thou shalt follow me. Whence it appears, dearly deloved, that blessed Lawrence was not sad at his priest's victory, but grieved because he himself also was not overcoming the world equally with his priest. My son, he says, be not sad: after  three days thou shalt follow me: that is: Be not sorrowful, as left in the world, for thy faith and life shall not deprive thee of such a death.
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For the Vigil of the Assumption 

Blessing May the words of the Gospel. 

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Lesson iij                                                                                                      Ch. 11 

A

T that time: As Jesus spake to the multitudes, a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him: Blessed is the womb that bare thee. And the rest. 

Homily by Saint Augustine, Bishop.             Tract 10 on John, near the beginning. 

B

LESSED is the Virgin Mary, because she did the will of the Father. This in her did the Lord magnify, that she did the will of the Father, not that her flesh brought forth flesh. Of your charity, follow closely. Because the Lord appeared in the crowd as worthy of admiration, doing signs and wonders, and shewing what was hidden in his flesh, some souls admired him and said: Blessed is the womb that bare thee. And he said: Yea, rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it. That is to say: And my mother, whom ye call blessed, is therefore blessed, that she kept the word of God: not because in her the Word was made flesh, and dwelt anongst us: but because she kept that same word of God, through whom she was made, and who in her was made flesh.

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths, I was brouught forth; when there were no fountains aboubnding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth.

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. Glory be. Before.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon Blessed Laurence said: * The darkness is no darkness with me, but the night is as clear as the day. Ferial Psalms.

In Lauds commemoration is made of the Vigil, Antiphon and ( from the occurrent Feria, as in the Psalter. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst vouchsafe to choose the virgin womb of blessed Mary wherein to make thy dwelling: grant,we beseech thee; that, being defended by her protection, we may by thee be enabled to attain with gladness to her festival: Who livest. 

Then commemoration is made of Saint Eusebius, Confessor. 

Antiphon. Well done, good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things,  saith the Lord.
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(  The Lord guided the righteous in right paths.

( And shewed him the kingdom of God. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Eusebius thy Confessor: mercifully grant; that we, who celebrate his birthday, may by his example be drawn nearer unto thee. Through. 

Vespers of the following without any commemoration.

 _________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTEENTH OF AUGUST

ON THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

 DOUBLE OF THE FIRST CLASS

 .

AT VESPERS

Antiphon. Mary is taken up * into heaven: the Angels triumph, exalting and blessing the Lord. Psalms as on Feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary, p.clxxxv
Antiphon.  The Virgin Mary * is taken up into heavenly chambers, wherein the King of  kings sitteth upon a starry throne.   
Antiphon.We will run after thee * because of the savour of thine ointments : exceedingly     do the virgins love thee.  
Antiphon.  Thou art fair * and comely, O daughter of Jerusalem: thou art terrible as an army with banners.  

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus. 24 

I

N all things I sought rest, and I shall abide in the Lord's inheritance. So the Creator of all things gave me a commandment, and he that made me caused my tabernacle to rest. 

Short ( The holy Mother of God * Is exalted. The holy. ( Above choirs of Angels to the heavenly kingdom. Is exalted. Glory be  The holy. 

Hymn E.H. 213 Ave, maris Stella, p. clxxxv. .

( The holy Mother of God is exalted. 

( Above choirs of Angels to the heavenly kingdom. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  O most prudent Virgin, * whither goest thou, shining resplendent like the glowing dawn? Daughter of Sion, thou art all comely and beautiful, fair as the moon, clear as the sun. 

COLLECT

F

ORGIVE, O Lord, we beseech thee, the offences of thy servants: that we ,who of ourselves can do nothing that is acceptable unto thee; may be saved by the intercession of the Mother of thy Son our Lord: Who liveth.
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And no commemoration is made of S. Lawrence in either Vespers, nor in Lauds. 

At Compline and the other Hours throughout the Octave in the end of the Hymns is said

5 All honour, laud, and glory be,

                                                 O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee! 
AT MATINS

Invitatory.-  O come, let us worship the King of kings, * Today hath he taken to hinself in heaven his Virgin Mother. Psalm 95 Venite
Hymn E.H. 214  Quem terra, p. clxxxvj..
IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. The holy Mother of God * is exalted above choirs of angels to the heavenly kingdom. Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster 

Antiphon. Through thee have the gates * of paradise been opened to us: O thou who on this day dost triumph so gloriously with the angels. Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant 

Antiphon. Blessed * art thou among women, and blessed is the Fruit of thy womb. Psalm 24 Domini est terra

Antiphon. In thy grace * and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Psalm 45 Eructavit 
Antiphon. God shall help her * with his countenance; God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium 

Antiphon 6. Thy lips, O my spouse, * drop as the honey-comb: hoiney and milk are under thy tongue,  and the smell of thy garments is like incense. Psalm 48 Magnus Dominus 

( The holy Mother of God is exalted. 

(Above choirs of angels to the heavenly kingdom. 

Here beginneth the Song of Solomon. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 2-17 

L

ET him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine. Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee. Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee.

( I saw her, when fair as a dove, she winged her flight above the rivers of waters. The priceless odours of her perfumes hung heavy in her garments. * She was as the flower of roses in the spring of the year, as lilies by the rivers of waters. 

( Who is this that cometh up out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense? She was.
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Lesson ij
I
 AM black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents or Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. Look not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath looked upon me: my mother's children were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept. Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth. where thou feedest. where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?

( I was exalted like a cedar in Lebanon, and as a cyprus tree upon the mountains of Hermon: like the best myrrh, * I yielded a pleasant odour . 

( Like cinnamon and sweet balsam. I yielded.

Lesson iij

I

F thou know not, O thou faint among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents. I have compared thee, O my love, to a company of horses in Pharaoh's chariots. Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with chains of gold. We will make thee borders of gold with studs of silver.

( Who is she that goeth forth as the sun? comely as Jerusalem? * The daughters of Sion saw her and called her blessed, the queens also, and they praised her. 

( She was as the flower of roses in the spring of the year, and lilies by the rivers of waters. The daughters.

Lesson iv

W

hile the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof. A bundle of myrrh is my well- beloved unto me; he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts. My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards of Engedi. Behold. thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast dove's eyes. Behold. thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleasant: also our bed is green. The beams of our house are cedar, and our rafters of fir. 

( Thou art beloved of the Lord above all health and beauty, and art worthy to be called the Queen of  Heaven. * The choirs of Angels, our companions and fellow-citizens, rejoice.

( For without compare, thou alone among women wast pleasing unto Christ. The choirs. Glory be. The choirs. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon   A fountain of gardens, with the rest of the Antiphons and Psalms as on Feasts of the B.V.M. in the ij. Nocturn, p. clxxxviij. 
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( Mary is taken up into heaven: the Angels triumph.

( Exalting and blessing the Lord. 

Sermon by S. John Damascene. 

Lesson v                                     On the Falling Asleep of the Holy Mother of God 

T

ODAY the holy and life- containing ark of the living God, who conceived the Creator in her womb, comes to rest in the temple of God that is not made with hands. David, her ancestor, dances with all his might, while Angel choirs make melody, Archangels honour her, Virtues glorify her, Principalities rejoice, powers are in gladness, Dominations are joyful, Thrones keep feast-day, Cherubim praise her, and Seraphim shew forth her glory. 

( When he beheld the daughter of Jerusalem adorned with her jewels, the King had pleasure in her beauty: * The daughters of Sion saw her, and praised her, and called her blessed, saying, Thy Name is as ointment poured forth. 

( Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in a vesture of gold, wrought about with divers colours. The daughters. 

Lesson vj

T

ODAY the Eden of the second Adam became a living paradise, wherein our condemnation is annulled, wherein the Tree of Life is planted, wherein our nakedness has been truly hidden. Today the spotless Virgin, who was never stained by any earthly sin, but was nourished on thoughts of heaven, returns not to the earth; but, since her soul was heaven-filled, in heaven is she brought to rest. 

( All generations shall call me blessed, * For he that i is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his Name. 

( And his mercy is on them that fear him, from generation to generation. For he. 

Lesson vij
F

OR how can she, in whom was the true Life of all things, ever taste of death? Yet she obeyed the law ordained by him whom she bore, and as a daughter of the first Adam, submitted to the ancient sentence (for even her Son, who is Life Itself, did not refuse it); but as Mother of the living God she merited to be brought unto him. Eve, who consented to the serpent's suggestion, was condemned to travail in pain, and to the sentence of death, and was borne to the depths of hell.

( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, who hast borne the Lord. the Creator of the world. * Thou hast borne him who made thee, and thou remainest a virgin for ever. 

( Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Thou hast 
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Lesson viij
B

UT the Virgin is truly blessed. The Virgin who inclined her ear to the Word of God and was filled by the Holy Ghost; who at the message of the Archangel, without stain or spot of sin conceived the Son of God and brought forth without. pain, and consecrated herself wholly to the service of God, how could corruption invade that body in which Life itself had been received? For her was prepared a straight, smooth and simple pathway to heaven. For, Where I am, there shall my servant be also, said Christ. the Truth and the Life; how much more should his Mother be there also? 

(  She is beautiful among the daughters of Jerusalem, even as thou hast seen her full of love and joy. * In her chambers and in the garderns of spices.

( This is she who cometh up from the wilderness, flowing with delights. In her.  Glory be. In her. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon. A garden enclosed * art thou, O Mother of God, a spring shut up, a fountain sealed: arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. Canticles Obaudite me, p. cxc.  

( The Virgin Mary is taken up into heavenly chambers. 

( Wherein the King of kings sitteth upon a starry throne. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson ix                                                                                                         Ch. 10 

A

T that time: Jesus entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop      Sermon 104, on S. Luke's Gospel. Ch.10 v. 38 

W

HEN the holy Gospel was read, we heard that the Lord was given hospitality by a devout woman, and that she was called Martha. And when she was occupied in the duties of serving, her sister was sitting at the Lord's feet; and listening to his words. The former was working, the latter was at ease: the former was expending, the latter was receiving.

( Full of grace are thy lips: * Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

( All thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. King's daughters were among thy honourable women. Because.

Lesson x

M

ARTHA, however, encumbered about with much serving and activity, petitioned the Lord, and complained of her sister, because she was not helping her to serve. But the Lord answered Martha on Mary's behalf; and he who 
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had been petitioned to condemn her became her advocate. Martha, he said, thou art careful and troubled about many things: but one thing is needful; and Mary hath chosen that good part which shall not be taken away from  her. 

( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, Mother of God, for thou hast believed the Lord: there hath been a performance in thee of those things which were told thee: behold, thou art exalted above choirs of Angels. * Intercede for us to the Lord. 

( Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Intercede

Blessing May the Virgin of virgins whose Feast we are keeping intercede for us to the Lord.

Lesson xj
W

E have heard the petition of the plaintiff, and the sentence of the judge. This sentence answered the plaintiff, and protected the defendant; for Mary was intent on the Lord's sweet words. Martha was intent on how to serve the Lord's meal. A banquet was prepared for the Lord by Martha, at which banquet Mary was already being regaled. 

( On this day, the Virgin Mary went up into heaven: rejoice, * Because she reigneth with Christ for ever and ever. : 

( Mary is taken. up into heaven: the Angels triumph, exalting and blessing the Lord. Because. 

 Lesson xij 

T

HEN, while Mary was sitting still, listening to those so sweet words, and so intently feeding on them in her heart, might we not well imagine that when her sister petitioned the Lord, he would say, Get up and help your sister? For she was remaining wondrously still; because the mind is greater than the stomach: She was exonerated, she remained evermore at peace. How was she exonerated? Let us pay attention, let us take notice, let us examine into this as much as we can, so that we too may be fed.

( Happy indeed art thou, O holy Virgin Mary, and worthy of all praise: * For from thee hath arisen the Sun of Righteousness.   *  Christ our. God. 

(  Pray for the people, entreat for the clergy, intercede for all womankind vowed unto God.  May all acknowledge the help of thy prayer, who celebrate thy holy Assumption. For from.  Glory be.  Christ our. 

The Continuation of the holy Gospel according to Luke                   Ch. 10; 38-.42.

A

T that time: Jesus entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, which 
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also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. But Martha was cumbered. about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: but one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her. 

Collect Forgive, as below.
AT LAUDS,

 and through the Hours

Antiphon. Mary is taken up * into heaven: the Angels triumph, exalting and blessing the Lord. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit   and the rest. 

Antiphon.  The Virgin Mary * is taken up into heavenly chambers, wherein the King of  kings sitteth upon a starry throne.   
Antiphon.We will run after thee * because of the savour of thine ointments : exceedingly     do the virgins love thee.  
Antiphon. Blessed art thou,* O daughter, from the Lord: for by thee have we  partaken of the fruit of life.    

Antiphon.  Thou art fair * and comely, O daughter of Jerusalem: thou art terrible as an army with banners.  

Chapter                                                                                                      Ecclus. 24 

I

N all things I sought rest, and I shall abide in the Lord's inheritance. So the Creator of all things gave me a commandment, and he that made me caused my tabernacle to rest. 

Short ( The Virgin Mary is taken up  * Into heavenly chambers.  The Virgin Mary. (Wherein the King of kings sitteth upon a starry throne. Into. Glory be. The Virgin Mary. 
Hymn E.H. 215 O gloriosa,  p. cxciv

( The holy Mother of God is exalted. 

( Above choirs of Angels to the heavenly kingdom. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.  Who is she * that riseth up as the morning, fair as the moon,  clear as the sun,  and terrible as an army with banners?   

COLLECT

F

ORGIVE, O Lord, we beseech thee, the offences of thy servants: that we, who of ourselves can do nothing that is acceptable unto thee; may be saved by the intercession of the Mother of thy Son our Lord: Who liveth. 

AT TERCE 

Antiphon. The Virgin Mary.

Chapter In all things, as above.  
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(  The holy Mother of God is exalted.  

(  Above choirs of Angels to the heavenly kingdom.   

AT SEXT
Antiphon. We will run after thee. 

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus. 24 

S

O was I established in Sion: likewise in the beloved city he gave me rest,and in Jerusalem was my power; and I took root in an honourable people, even in the portion of the Lord's inheritance, and my abode is in the assembly of the saints. 

(  Mary is taken up into heaven, the Angels triumph.  
(  Exalting and blessing the Lord.     

AT NONE

Antiphon. Thou art fair. 

Chapter                                                                                                    Ecclus. 24 

I

 GAVE a sweet smell like cinnamon and aspalathus, and I yielded a pleasant odour like the best myrrh. 

( The Virgin Mary is taken up into heavenly chambers.   . 

( Wherein the King of kings sitteth upon a starry throne.   

IN II VESPERS

All   as above in first: 

( The holy Mother of God is exalted. 

( Above choirs of Angels to the heavenly kingdom. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. On this day * the Virgin Mary went up into heaven: rejoice, because she reigneth with Christ for ever and ever.  

Collect Forgive, as above.

__________________________________________________________________

THE SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE 

OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

 THE FEAST OF SAINT JOACHIM, CONFESSOR, 

FATHER OF THE SAME BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop, except the following. 

In the Hymn 188 Iste Confessor is said

Gaining his guerdon on this day receiveth

                                       Honour and praises 

IN I VESPERS
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