Lesson viij 

P

ANCRATIUS, who was born in Phrygia of a noble family, came to Rome as a boy of fourteen years, when Diocletian and Maximian were Emperors: where he was baptized by the Roman Pontiff, and trained in the christian faith, for which soon after he was arrested, and when he constantly refused to sacrifice to the gods, offering his neck in manly courage, obtained the glorious crown of martyrdom: and his body was taken up by night by the lady Octavilla, annointed, and buried on the Aurelian Way. 

(  The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and put his trust in him, * And all they that are true of heart shall rejoice, alleluia, alleluia.

( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. And all. Glory be. And all.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to John. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                            Ch. 4 

A

T that time: There was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. And the rest. 

Homily by S.Gregory, Pope.                    From Homily 28, delivered in the Church

                                                                  of  these  holy Martyrs on  their  birthday
W

HAT is it that the nobleman asks the Lord to come to his son, and yet he refuses to go bodily: but he is not invited to the servant of the centurion, and yet promises to go bodily? He does not deign to be with the nobleman's son in bodily presence, he does not disdain to go to meet the centurion's servant. What is it, if not that our pride is rebuked, who respect not nature, in which men are made in the image of God, but honours and riches? 

( I am the true Vine, ye are the branches. * He that abideth in me, the same bringeth forth much fruit, alleluia, alleluia.

( As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you. He that.

Lesson x

B

UT our Redeemer, that he might shew that the high things of men are to be despised, and that the things despised by men are not despicable: would not go to the son of the nobleman, but was ready to go the the servant of the centurion. And so our pride is reproved, which knows not how to consider men as men. It considers only, as we said, men's circumstances, and regards not nature, recognizes not the honour of God in men.

( Her Nazarites are purer  than snow, alleluia, they shine with the glory of God, alleluia. * They are whiter than milk, alleluia, alleluia.
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( Purer than snow, whiter  than milk, they are more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing is of sapphire. They are whiter.
Lesson xj 
B

EHOLD the Son of God will not go to the son of a nobleman, and yet is ready to come for the salvation of a servant. Surely if some servant asked us, that we should go to him, immediately our pride would answer secretly in thought, saying: Go not, for thou lowerest thyself, thine honour is despised, the place is lowly. Behold he cometh from heaven, who despiseth not meeting a servant on the earth: and yet we are too proud to be humiliated on earth, who are of the earth.

( The righteous shall blossom as the lily, * And as a rose plant in Jericho shall they grow before the face of the Lord, alleluia. 

( The righteous live for evermore, their reward also is with the Lord. And as a.

Lesson xij 

C

ONSIDER therefore within yourselves not what ye have, but what ye are. Behold the world which we love is fleeting. Those Saints, at whose tomb we stand, regarded with utter scorn the flourishing world. Then there were long life, lasting health, riches, fruitfulness in offspring, tranquillity in long peace: and yet although it was flourishing in itself, already in their hearts the world had withered. Behold now the world hath withered in itself, and still it is flourishing in our hearts. Everywhere death, everywhere grief, everywhere desolation, from everywhere we are afflicted, from everywhere we are filled with bitterness: and yet with the blind mind of carnal desire we love its very bitterness, we follow after it though it is fleeting, we cling to it as it collapses.

( Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous, * For it becometh well the just to be 

thankful, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Sing unto the Lord a new song, sing praises lustily unto him with a good courage. For it. Glory be. For it. 

The Continuation of  the holy Gospel according to John.                                  Ch 4

A

T that time: There was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judæa into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and heal his son: for he was at the point of death. Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die. Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way: thy son liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus had ,poken unto him, and he went his way. And as he was now going down, his servants met him. and told him, saying, Thy son liveth. Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto 
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him, Yesterdav at the seventh hour the fever left him. So the father knew that it was at the same hour. in the which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed. and his whole house.

 COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that the blessed solemnity of thy Martyrs Nereus, Achilles, Domitilla and Panchras, may ever protect and render us worthy of thy service.Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Fourteenth of May

On the Feast of S. Boniface, Martyr.

Antiphon.  Light perpeual  * shall   shine  upon thy Saints,  O     Lord, and  an  ageless eternity, alleluia.  

( O ye holy and righteous, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia.

( God hath chosen you to him to be his inheritance, alleluia. 

COLLECT
G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we, who celebrate the festival of blessed Boniface thy Martyr, may be aided by his intercession with thee. Through. 

Lesson ij 

B

ONIFACE, a citizen of Rome, because he had had an immoral association with Aglaia, a noble lady, was seized by such sorrow at that excess, that as a penance he applied himself to collecting and burying the bodies of the Martyrs. And so, leaving his travelling companions, when at Tarsus he saw many being tortured th various torments for professing the christian faith, he kissed their bonds, and exhorted them firmly to bear their tortures with constancy, as a brief labour would be followed by everlasting rest. So he was arrested, and torn with iron claws; so sharp reeds were put between the nails and flesh of his hands, and molten lead was poured in his mouth. In these torments only these words were heard from Boniface: I give thee thanks, Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God.

Lesson iij 

T

HEN he was put head down into a vat of boiling pitch: and when he came out unharmed, the angry judge commanded him to be beheaded with an axe. At this time a great earthquake occurred, so that many unbelievers were converted to the faith of the Lord Christ. And when his companions came to seek him next day, and found he had suffered martyrdom, they redeemed his body for five hundred solidi; and covering it in ointments and wrapping it in shrouds, had it taken to Rome. And when an angel made this known to the lady Aglaia, who had also 
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devoted herself in penitence to pious works, she came to the holy body, and built a Church in his name: in which the body was buried on the fifth of June, he having passed into heaven on the fourteenth of May, in Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, under the Emperors Diocletian and Maximian. After Lesson xij.

( Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, alleluia: * He hath great delight in his commandments, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Riches and plenteousness shall be in his house, and his righteousness endureth for ever. He hath. Glory be. He hath.

For commemoration at Lauds.

Antiphon.  Daughters of  Jerusalem, *  come forth and behold the Martyrs with the diadems wherewith  the Lord hath crowned them in the day of solemnity and  rejoicing, alleluia,  alleluia.  

( Right dear in the sight of the Lord, alleluia. 

( Is the death of his Saints, alleluia. 
__________________________________________________________________

THE EIGHTEENTH OF MAY

ON THE FEAST OF S. VENANTIUS, MARTYR

DOUBLE.

All from the Common except the following. 

If the following Hymn was not said in j. Vespers, it is joined with the Hymn at Matins under the one conclusion Praise to the Father.  

AT VESPERS

                            Hymn.                                   Martyr Dei Venantius  
   Venantius, hail! God's Martyr bright,          3 O wondrous sight! The beasts of prey 

   Camerino's honour and its light;                     Their food reject, and turn away; 

   Who didst with joy thy triumph sing,             Then tamely lick the Martyr's feet,

   Thy judge and tortures conquering.                A tribute to his virtue meet. 

2 A child in years, he heeds no pain,              4 Then downwards hung, his mouth exposed 

   Nor dungeon damp, nor galling chain;           To clouds of smoke beneath disposed, 

   The tender youth for food is thrown               Whilst with slow torches, burning clear, 

   To lions, mad with hunger grown.                  His inner flesh and sides they sear. 

5 Praise to the Father,and the Son,

                                                And Holy Spirit,Three in One; 

                                                O grant that, through this Martyr's prayer, 

                                                His blissful joy we all may share.                       Amen. 

The above Hymn always ends thus, likewise at Matins and Lauds. 
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( O ye holy and righteous, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia.

( God hath chosen you to him to be his inheritance, alleluia 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Light perpeual  * shall   shine  upon thy Saints,  O     Lord, and  an  ageless eternity, alleluia.  

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who hast hallowed this day by the triumph of blessed Venantius, thy Martyr: graciously hear the prayers of thy people, and grant, that we who venerate his merits may imitate the constancy of his faith. Through. 

AT MATINS 

                    Hymn                                                   Athlete Christi nobilis    

  O Noble champion of the Lord!                        3 Then, spent with toil, the savage crew, 

   Well armed against idolatry!                                 Now fainting, sinks with deadly thirst;

   For in thy fervent zeal for God                              And thou the Cross dost sign; and lo!

   Grim death had naught of fear for thee.                From out the rock the waters burst.

2 When, bound with thongs, thy youthful form    4 O saintly warrior-prince who thus 

   Thrown down, the rugged steep did tear,              Thy fierce tormentors couldst forgive; 

   And jagged rock and rending thorn                       Pour thou the dew of grace on us, 

   Thy young and tender flesh laid bare.                   And bid our fainting spirits live. 

5 Praise to the Father, and the Son,

                                                And Holy Spirit, Three in One; 

                                                O grant that, through thy Martyr's prayer, 

                                                His blissful joy we all may share.                          Amen. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons  Then shall the righteous stand, unless a Scripture occur. 
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

V

ENANTIUS, of Camerino, being fifteen years old, was accused to Antiochus, who ruled Camerino under the Emperor Decian, of the christian religion, and appeared before the governor at the city gate: and he tested him for a long time with threats and promises, and then ordered him to be whipped and heavily chained: but being miraculously released from these by an Angel, he was afterwards burned with torches, and hung face down over a fire. Anastasius, the officer, was amazed at his constancy in his torments, and seeing him, released again by an Angel, walking in a white robe above the fire, he believed in Christ, was baptized by blessed Porphyrius the priest together with his family, and soon afterwards earned the palm of martyrdom with him. 
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( Light perpetual  shall shine upon thy Saints, O Lord, * And an ageless eternity, alleluia, alleluia.

( Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads, they shall obtain joy and gladness. And an ageless. 

or

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and   kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.

Lesson vj 

B

UT Venantius was brought before the governor, and tested by him again in vain, to make him desert the faith of Christ, and he was thrown into prison: where Attalus the herald was sent to tell him that he also had been a Christian, and had renounced that name because he knew that it was a vain invention of faith by which Christians gave up present things for an empty hope for the future. But the noble athlete of Christ, not unaware of the snares of the cunning enemy, utterly rejected the servant of the devil. So he was brought again to the governor, all his teeth were knocked out, his jaw was broken, and with these injuries, he was thrown into a dung pit. But being rescued by an Angel from there also, again he stood before a judge: who while Venantius was still speaking, fell from the judgment seat, and exclaiming these words, True is the God of Venantius; destroy our gods, he expired. 

( Unto his servants, alleluia, * Shall God be gracious, alleluia. 

( The Lord will avenge his people, and to his servants. Shall God.
or

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.

Lesson vij 

W

HEN this was announced to the governor, immediately he ordered Venantius to be thrown to the lions: who, forgetting their natural ferocity, lay down at his feet. Meanwhile he instructed the populace in the christian faith. So he was taken from there and again put in prison. And when the next day Porphyrius reported to the governor, that he had seen in a dream peoples, whom Venantius was sprinkling with water, shining with a bright light, but the governor covered in deepest darkness, the angry governor commanded him to be beheaded instantly: then he ordered Venantius to be dragged through places covered in thorns and thistles until evening. 
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( Daughters of Jerusalem, come forth and behold the Martyrs with the diadems wherewith the Lord hath crowned them * In the day of solemnity and rejoicing, alleluia.

( For he hath made fast the bars of thy gates, and hath blessed thy children within thee.  In the day. Glory be. In the day.

or

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him 

the water of wisdom to drink. * And set.
Lesson viij

H

E was left half dead, but presented himself to the governor in the morning, and by his command was immediately cast down from a rock: but being divinely rescued from there also, again he was dragged through rough places for a mile: and there, the soldiers being parched with thirst, in a nearby enclosed valley, when Venantius had made the sign of the Cross, waters gushed forth from the rock, in which also he left the print of his knee, as even now may be seen in his Church. Moved by that miracle, many believed in Christ: and the governor commanded them all to be beheaded together with Venantius on the spot. At that moment there was such great lightning and earthquake, that the governor fled; but a few days later, not having been able to escape divine justice, he met a most shameful death. Meanwhile the Christians buried the bodies of Venantius and the others in an honourable place, and they are preserved to this day in the said Church of S.Venantius at Camerino.

(  The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and put his trust in him, * And all they that are true of heart shall rejoice, alleluia, alleluia.

( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. And all. Glory be. And all.

Glory be. And set. 

or

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel  I am the true Vine.  Out of Eastertide, If any man come. 

AT LAUDS

Hymn  Dum nocte pulsa lucifer 
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  The night has fled; the star of morn              3 That native land in streams of grace

   Announces that the day is nigh;                        Through baptism he purified; 

   The birthday of Venantius                                 The watered soldiers came to Heaven,

   Awakes the Church to light and joy.                 For they with him as Martyrs died.

2 For then his native land in depths                  4 With Angels now thou sharest rest 

   Of pagan night and darkness lay;                      In joys of heav'n which never cease; 

   He o'er her guilty regions poured                      Dispel our ills, O spirit blest, 

   The light of everlasting day.                             And send us gifts of light and peace. 

5 Praise to the Father, and the Son,

                                                And Holy Spirit, Three in One; 

                                                O grant that, through thy Martyr's prayer,

                                                His blessed joy we all may share.                  Amen.  

In II Vespers commemoration of S.Pudentiana, as below. 

__________________________________________________________________

The nineteenth of May

On the Feast of S. Pudentiana,

Virgin.

Antiphon. Come, thou Bride of Christ, receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee for ever, alleluia.

( In thy grace and in thy beauty, alleluia. 

( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign, alleluia. 

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear us, O God of our salvation: that, as we rejoice in the festival of blessed Pudentiana, thy Virgin; so we may be instructed in all godly and devout affection. Through. 

Lesson iij 

P

UDENTIANA, a Virgin, daughter of Pudens, a Roman, being orphaned  of her 

parents, observed the christian religion with admirable devotion,and together with her sister Praxedes distributed to the poor the money gained by selling their inheritance, and gave herself to fasts and prayers. And by her efforts all her family, in which were ninety-six men, was baptized by Pope Pius. But since it had been decreed by the Emperor Antmninus, that the Christians might not hold their sacrifices publicly, Pope Pius celebrated the holy mysteries with the Christians in Pudentiana's house. She received them kindly and provided them with the necessities of life. And so in the midst of these offices of christian piety she departed this life, and was buried in her father's tomb at the cemetery of Priscilla on the Via Salaria, on the nineteenth of May..
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The Twenty-fifth of May

On the Feast of S. Urban, Pope and Martyr

COLLECT
G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we, who celebrate the solemnity of blessed Urban, thy Martyr and Bishop, may be aided by his intercessions with thee. Through. 

Lesson iij 

U

RBAN, a Roman, in the reign of Alexander Severus, by his teaching and sanctity of life converted many to the faith of Christ: among them Valerian, betrothed of blessed Cecilia, and Tiburtius, brother of Valerian, and they later bravely suffered martyrdom. On goods given to the Church he wrote these words: Those things of the faithful which are offered to the Lord, may not be put to other uses, than of ecclesiastics, christian brethren, or the poor: for they are the vows of the faithful, and the price of sins, and the inheritance of the poor. He reigned for six years, seven months, and four days, and was crowned with martyrdom, and buried in the cemetery of Praetextus, on the twenty-fifth of May. He held five ordinations in the month of December, and made nine priests, five deacons, and bishops for various places eight.

__________________________________________________________________ 

THE TWENTY-SIXTH OF MAY

SAINT AUGUSTINE

BISHOP AND CONFESSOR 

DOUBLE 

All from the Common of a Confessor and Bishop except the following.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who by the preaching and miracles of blessed Augustine, thy Confessor and Bishop, wast pleased to spread the light of the true faith among the English people: vouchsafe; that by his intercession, the hearts of those who go astray may return to the unity of thy truth, and that we may be of one mind according to thy will. Through.

In some places is said the following 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who in the conversion of the heathen didst mercifully receive the prayers of blessed Augustine, thy Confessor and Bishop: grant by his worthy intercession; that lamenting our sins, we may be consoled  by the gift of thy mercies. Through.

Then commemoration is made of S. Eleutherius, Pope and Martyr. 
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Antiphon. Light perpetual shall shine upon thy Saints, O Lord; and an ageless eternity, alleluia. 

( O ye holy and righteous, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia.  

( God hath chosen you to him to be his inheritance, alleluia. 

or

 Antiphon. This Saint strove unto death for the law of his God, and feared not the words of the ungodly: for he was founded upon a firm rock. 
( Thou hast crowned him with glory and worship, O Lord.

( Thou hast made him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 
COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Eleutherius, thy Martyr and Bishop, may protect us. Through. 

Lessons of the  j. Nocturn This is a true saying, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

A

UGUSTINE, a monk in the Lateran monastery at Rome, was sent by Gregory the Great with almost forty other monks to England in the year 597, to convert the peoples there to Christ. At that time the most powerful Ethelbert was king of Kent, and he, hearing the reason for Augustine's arrival, invited him with his companions to Canterbury,  the metropolis of his kingdom; and gave him free permission to stay there and preach Christ. So the holy man raised an oratory near Canterbury, where he settled for some time, and imitated the apostolic way of life with his monks. 

( I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him. *  My hand shall hold him fast. (alleluia.) 
( The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him. My hand. 

Lesson vj

B

Y the preaching of heavenly doctrine confirmed by many miracles, and by example of life, he so charmed those islanders, that he led most of them to the christian faith, and finally the king himself, whom he illumined in the sacred font together with an immense number of his people, to the greatest joy of his wife Queen Bertha, who was a Christian. It is remembered that once, when he conferred baptism on more than ten thousand in the riverbed at York, as many as were affected with any disease, together with salvation of the soul, received bodily health also. 
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( I have laid help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people:  * My hand shall hold him fast. (Alleluia). 

( have found David my servant,with my holy oil have I anointed him: My hand.

Lesson vij

H

E was ordained Bishop at Gregory's command, and instituted the see of Canterbury in the church of the Saviour which he had built, in which he installed monks to support his work; and built in the suburbs the monastery of Saint Peter, which was later called by his name. Gregory also gave him the use of the pallium with authority to establish a Church hierarchy in England, and sent him a new band of labourers, Mellitus, Justus, Paulinus, and Rufinian. 

( This is he, which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. (Alleluia.) 
( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he pray.

Lesson viij 

H

AVING established that Church, Augustine held a synod with the bishops and teachers of the ancient Britons, who until then had been different from the Roman Church in the celebration of Easter and other rites. But when he could move them neither by the authority of the apostolic See nor by miracles to cease from their differences, in a prophetic spirit he foretold their downfall. At last, after enduring very great labours for Christ, and having put Mellitus in charge of the Church in London, Justus in Rochester, and Lawrence in charge of his own Church, he passed to heaven on the twenty-sixth of May, in the reign of Ethelbert, and was buried in the monastery of S. Peter, which henceforth was the resting-place of Archbishops of Canterbury and of some kings. The English peoples held him in great veneration, ((and Leo XIII made his Office and Mass universal.))
( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 

In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel The Lord appointed seventy also, from the Common.
For S. Eleutherius. 
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Lesson xij

E

LEUTHERIUS, born in Nicopolis in Greece, and a Deacon of Pope Anicetus, ruled the Church in the reign of the Emperor Commodus. At the beginning of his reign letters came to him from Lucius, king of the Britons,asking him to receive him and his people into the number of the Christians. So he sent to Britain Fugatius and Damian, learned and holy men, that the king and the others might receive the faith through them. While he was Pope, Irenaeus, the disciple of Polycarp, came to Rome and was kindly received by him. At that time the Church of God enjoyed great peace and quiet: and throughout the whole world, but especially in Rome, the faith increased. E1eutherius lived in his Pontificate for fifteen years and twenty-three days. He made three ordinations in the month of December, in which he created twelve priests, eight deacons, and fifteen bishops for various places: and was buried in the Vatican near the body of Saint Peter. 

 ( Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, alleluia: * He hath great delight in his commandments, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Riches and plenteousness shall be in his house, and his righteousness endureth for ever. He hath. Glory be. He hath.

In Lauds commemoration is made of Saint Eleutherius.

Antiphon.  Daughters of  Jerusalem, *  come forth and behold the Martyrs with the diadems wherewith  the Lord hath crowned them in the day of solemnity and  rejoicing, alleluia,  alleluia.
( Right dear in the sight of the Lord, alleluia. 

( Is the death of his Saints, alleluia. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Eleutherius, thy Martyr and Bishop, may protect us. Through. 

Vespers from the Chapter of the following, with commemoration of the preceding and of S.John, Pope and Martyr. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH OF MAY

S. BEDE, PRIEST, CONFESSOR 

AND DOCTOR. DOUBLE
All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop except the following.

In both Vespers on Magnificat, Antiphon. O Teacher right excellent,* O light of Holy Church, O blessed Bede, lover of the divine law: intercede for us unto the Son of God. (Alleluia.) 

COLLECT

1456

O

 GOD, who dost illumine thy Church with the learning of blessed Bede, thy Confessor and Doctor: mercifully grant unto thy servants; that they may ever be enlightened by his wisdom, and succoured by his prayers. Through. 

And commemoration is made of S. Augustine, Bishop and Confessor, Antiphon. The Lord loved him, *  and adorned him; he clothed him with a robe of glory, and at the gates of paradise he crowned him. (Alleluia). 

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths. (Alleluia). 

( And shewed him the kingdom of God. (Alleluia).
Collect as above. 

And  of S. John, Pope and Martyr: 

Antiphon. Light perpetual * shall shine upon thy Saints, O Lord; and an ageless eternity, Alleluia. 

( O ye holy and righteous, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia. 

( God hath chosen you to him to be his inheritance, alleluia. 

or Antiphon. This Saint strove unto death for the law of his God, and feared not the words of the ungodly: for he was founded upon a firm rock. 
( Thou hast crowned him with glory and worship, O Lord.

( Thou hast made him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 
COLLECT

O

 GOD,who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed John, thy Martyr and Bishop: merciful1y grant; that as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may likewise rejoice in his protection. Through. 

In the j. Nocturn, Lessons He will seek out, from the Common of Doctors.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v. 

B

EDE the priest, and monk of the community of SS. Peter and Paul in England, when he was a boy of seven years was entrusted for education by his parents  to the Abbot Benedict in the aforesaid monastery : in which he advanced wonderfully and shone as a famous teacher. In the nineteenth year of his life he was made a Deacon, in the thirtieth a Priest : from which time until the end of his life he did not cease to teach or write. For thus he said of himself, that nothing was sweeter to him, than diligently to read and expound the divine Scriptures. He was never dulled by leisure, never ceased from study, always wrote, always taught, always prayed, knowing that the lover of knowledge of salvation easily overcame the vices of the flesh. Thus he never wished to accept the office of Abbot which was offered to him, lest the care of familiar things should distract him and compel him away from the embrace of beautiful Rachel even for a short time.  

1457

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him form his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. (Alleluia.)  

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave. 

Lesson vj

I

T was his custom to be vehemently inflamed and brought to compunction from reading, so that often between reading and teaching he poured forth hot tears. Therefore the holy Doctor after reading and study betook himself devoutly to prayer, knowing that the knowledge of Scripture was obtained more by the grace of God than by his own strength. His teaching was held in such high esteem, that Pope Sergius wrote from Rome to Geolfrid his Abbot, exhorting him without any contradiction to send the servant of God Bede to the dwelling of the Apostles, so that in hard matters of the faith of the Church of God his presence  would  be as useful as it was necessary. He wrote besides on all liberal arts, as they are called, many beautiful treatises. He was well acquainted with the Greek language, nor was he ignorant of Hebrew. He had many  famous disciples, whom he inspired with incredible fervour to the love of the Scriptures.He made famous those whom he taught, not only by studies, but what is more, by religion and holiness.

( The Lord loved him and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. * And at the gates of paradise he crowned him. (Alleluia.) 

( The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at. 

Lesson vij 

A

ND Bede was of handsome stature,  grave in gait, sublime in voice, easy of  speech and elegant in countenance, and severe and also pleasant. So to the good and devout he was affable: but terrible to the proud and negligent. At lenngth after many labours, continuing to write and teach, longing with his whole mind for the fatherland, he fell into an illness, and labouring for seven weeks on end before his death with stomach pain, with restricted breathing, he nevertheless did not omit at all the study of letters: but in all those days he gave himself to his due task opg psalmody, and on the same days translated the Gospel of John into the English language. And on Tuesday before the Ascension of the Lord he summoned a congregation, was communicated and anointed, and with a gentle kiss to all he implored each to remember him in future.

( This man did according to all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. (Alleluia). 

( This is he which hated his life in this world,and is come unto life eternal. For thee.

1458

Lesson viij

F

INALLY, on the day of the Ascension of the Lord, lying in a hairshirt towards the oratory in which he had been accustomed to pray, he said with unimpaired mind and in a cheerful voice: O King of glory. having finished that Antiphon, he breathed his last on the first of June, in the year of the Lord seven hundred and sixty-two. Soon there followed such an exceedingly  sweet odour, that all present thought they were in heaven. He lived for ninety years, of which he spent eighty-three in the monastery. The works of this most learned man, even while he lived, were ascribed so much authority, that by the command of the Prelates of the Church they were read publicly in Churches  and gatherings of thre faithful. So it happened, that since in the title of the Homilies they could not  call him Saint while he was living, they named him The Venerable; which title being then once inserted into his books, could never afterwards be removed.

(  O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, O Lord. And hast.  Glory be. And hast.
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                          Ch. 5 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Ye are the salt of the earth. But if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? And the rest. 

Homily of Saint Bede the Venerable, Priest                        On the Gospel, Ye are

                                                                                              the  salt  of  the  earth. 

B

Y earth is meant human nature, by salt the word of wisdom. For by the nature of salt earth is made unfruitful. Wherefore we read, that some cities were sown with salt by the angry victors. And this suits the apostolic teaching, that with the salt of wisdom it restrains in the earth of human flesh the lust of the world, and prevents the growth of foul vices. But if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? That is, if ye, through whom the nations are to be established, through fear of persecution, or terror, shall lose the kingdom of heaven, ye shall be put out of the Church, and certainly suffer the insults of your enemies. Ye are the light of the world: that is, ye, as ye are illumined by the true light, must be a light to those who are in the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid: that is, the apostolic teaching founded on Christ: or, the Church built together upon Christ by the unity of faith out of many nations, and held together with the bitumen of charity: which is safe to those who enter, hard to those who aproach, guards her inhabitants, and keeps out all enemies.

( This is he which wrought great wonders before God,and praised the Lord with 
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all his heart. * May he pray for all people that their sins may be forgiven. (Alleluia.) 

( Behold a man without blame, a worshipper of God in truth, keeping himself from every evil deed and abiding still in his innocency. May he. 

Lesson x

N

EITHER do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick. He puts the candle under a bushel, who in easy times obscures and covers the light of doctrine: but on a candlestick, who so subjects himself to the ministry of God, that the teaching of truth is greater than the service of the body. Alternatively, the Saviour lights the candle, who filled the clay of human nature with the flame of his divinity, and put it on the candlestick, that is, the Church, and fixed before our eyes the faith of his incarnation. Which light could not be hid under a bushel, that is, enclosed under the measure of the law; nor in Judaea only, but in the whole world it shone. 

( In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth. * And the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding. (Alleluia).
( He shall find joy and a crown of gladness. And the. 

Lesson xj

L

ET your light so shine before men: for it is expedient for each to please God through good works, and not to rejoice in the false favour of men. Think not, that I am come to destroy the law and the prophets; I am come to fulfil those things that were imperfect, taking away anger, and excluding the vice of revenge, and prohibiting hidden concupiscience of mind. For verily I say unto you, until heaven and earth pass away, a jot or a tittle shall not pass from the law, until all be fulfilled; for these pass away, when they are changed into a better. And the jot, which is less than other letters, and the tittle (apex), which is its chief punctuation, show, that even the least precepts of the law lead to perfection, and that all the sacraments of the law are full of spiritual grace. And aptly  he says the jot of the Greeks, and not the jod of the Hebrews, because jot expresses ten in numerals,   and enumerates the decalogue of the law, whose apex (tittle) and perfection is the Gospel.

(  Blessed is the man that is found without blemish and hath not gone after gold: * His goods shall be established.

( Who might offend, and hath not offended, or done evil, and hath not done it. His goods.  

For S. John: 
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Lesson xij 

J

OHN, an Etruscan, ruled the Church under the Emperor Justin the elder, and set out to Constantinople to ask help from him, as the heretical king Theodoric was ravaging Italy: and his journey was illumined by miracles from God. For a nobleman at Corinth provided him with a horse to journey on, which his wife was accustomed to use. But it happened that when the horse was returned to its master it turned out so fierce, that it always after threw off its mistress with shivering and shaking of its whole body, as if it were indignant to bear a woman, having been sat on by the Vicar of Jesus Christ. So they gave the horse to the Pope. But in a greater miracle at Constantinople sight was restored to a blind man, at the entrance of the golden gates, before the eyes of a huge crowd who with the Emperor had assembled to do him honour. And the Emperor fell at his feet in veneration. Having arranged things with the Emperor, he returned to Italy: and immediately wrote a letter to all the Bishops of Italy, commanding them to dedicate the Arian Churches to Catholic worship, adding this: For we also, when we were in Constantinople, both about the catholic religion and about king Theodoric, whatever Churches of theirs we could find in those parts, we dedicated them as catholic Churches. Theodoric was filled with evil anger at this, and having captured the Pope by a trick threw him into prison at Ravenna: where, overcome by hunger and sqalour, he died within a few days, having been in his See two years, nine months, and fourteen days: having ordained in that time fifteen Bishops. Soon afterwards Theodoric died; and a certain hermit, as Saint Gregory writes, saw him, between Pope John, and the nobleman Symmacus, whom he had also killed, being submerged in the fire of hell: as if to say that they, whose death he had brought about, were judges of his destruction. John's body was borne from Ravenna to Rome, and buried in the Basilica of Saint Peter. 

( Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, alleluia: * He hath great delight in his commandments, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Riches and plenteousness shall be in his house, and his righteousness endureth for ever. He hath. Glory be. He hath.

Out of Eastertide:

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not. Glory be. And hast not.

If this Feast happen to be translated, then is said the following

Lesson xij

F

OR whosoever shall break one of these least commendments. The least is the death of the Cross, and whosoever according to what he has broken shall teach 
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others, shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: or perhaps will not be there, where none can be unless they are great.And it may be taken morally;  for whatever he cannot break from the very same Scripture, but whi does not fulfil God's commend, breaks it in himself, and becomes most despised in the Church of the Saints. For I say unto you: that unless your righteousness shall exzceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees; that is, unless ye shall fulfil not only those least precepts of the law, which is the righteousness of the Pharisees, that they shall not kill; but also those, that are added by me, which is the righteousness of those who shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, that they shall not be angry, ye are not worthy to enter the kingdom of heaven.

(  O holy commemoration of blessed  Bede!  O the inestimable joy of love! whilst he despised the pomp of the world * He was joined to life eternal.

( For whom to live was Christ, to die was gain. He was. Glory be. He was.

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew                       Ch. 5
A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the sa!t have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick: and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 

your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven, Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

In Lauds commemoration  of S. John, Pope and Martyr.

Antiphon. Daughters of Jerusalem, ( Right dear,  or  Antiphon. He that, ( The righteous. Collect O God, who makest us.

Vespers from the Chapter of the following, commemoration of the preceding.
__________________________________________________________________

 THE TWENTY-EIGHTH OF MAY

S. BONIFACE IV

POPE AND CONFESSOR

DOUBLE

All from the Common except the following.
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In the Hymn is said:

Gaining his guerdon on this day receiveth

                                 Honour and praises. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who didst provide thy people in the midst of many dangers with the wonderful vigilance of blessed Boniface thy Confessor and Bishop: graciously grant; that as we venerate his glorious merits, we may be protected by his continual help. Through.

Commemoration of S. Bede, Priest and Confessor.

Antiphon. O Teacher right excellent,* O light of Holy Church, O blessed  Bede,  lover of the divine law: intercede for us unto the Son of God. ( Alleluia)

 The Lord guided the righteous in right ways. ( Alleluia.)
  And shewed him the kingdom of God. ( Alleluia.)

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who dost illumine thy Church with the learning of blessed Bede, thy Confessor and Doctor: mercifully grant unto thy servants; that they may ever be enlightened by his wisdom, and succoured by his prayers. Through
Lesson in the j. Nocturn, This is a true saying, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

B

ONIFACE, the fourth of that name, son of John, born at Valeria of the Marsians,  from being a monk of the Order of the holy Father Benedict in the monastery of S. Sebastian outside the walls of the city, and Cardinal Priest, under the emperor Phocas was taken to the Pontificate on Sunday, the eighteenth of September, in the year of the Lord six hundred and seventy: and he was in his See six years, eight months, and thirteen days, having held two Ordinations in the month of December, in which he made twennty-five Bishops and eight Deacons.

( I have found  David my servant,  with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

( The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand. 

Lesson vj 

A

BOVE all men Boniface was most gentle and merciful. He loved the clergy most specially, and heaped benefits on them as much as possible. He immediately built his paternal house into a monastery, and assigned its 
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foundations to the same monastery for the use of the monks; but as for a long time he had been obliging men to himself by the great benefit of this institute, he summoned the Bishops of Italy into a Synod, and restored the crumbling discipline of the monks with holy laws, and compelled their enemies,  who, even if raised to the priesthood, wanted to excuse themnselves from the administration of the Sacraments, by passing a synodal decree about the matter.

( I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the

people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

( I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vij

W

HILE the same blessed Pontiff was sitting on the Apostolic throne there was held in the year six hundred and ten a Council at Rome concerning the Church of England; for Mellitus Bishop of London (who was one of those holy monks of the Order of the holy Father Benedict whom blessed Augustine, Archbishop of Canterbury, took from the godly Gregory the Great as his companions to preach the Gospel of Christ in England)  had come to Rome, to treat with the supreme Pontiff concerning necessary matters of the Church of the English.  Boniface assembled the Synod of Italian Bishops, and what was decreed in it, he confirmed by his authority, and sent with saint Mellitus together with letters to blessed Laurentius the successor of saint Augustine in the Archbishoprick of Canterbury and to the whole clergy to be observed in Britain.

( This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 
( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he.

Lesson viij

F

ROM the emperor Phocas the most holy Pontiff obtained the noble temple at Rome, called the Pantheon, almost six hindred and thirty-two years after it had been founded for the worship of idols. He transferred it to the Christian religion, and consecrated it as a Church and dedicated it in the honour of theVirgin Mother of God and the holy Martyrs, and  for greater veneration arranged to collect an incredible amount of sacred Relics from various arenas into it and install them next to the high altar. Finally  the blessed Pontiff, having zealously followed the teaching and example of saint Gregory the Great in work and worthy morals, being famous for virtue and merits, fell asleep in the Lord under Heraclius on the twenty-fifth of May. 
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( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 

In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel A man travelling

Vespers from the Chapter of the following, commemoration of the preceding.

Antiphon. While he was High Priest.
__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-NINTH OF MAY 

S. GENADIUS, BISHOP AND CONFESSOR

DOUBLE

All from the Common of a Confessor Bishop  except the following.

In the Hymn is said:

Gaining his guerdon on this day receiveth

                                 Honour and praises. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that the venerable solemnity of blessed Genadius thy Confessor and Bishop may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through.

Lesson in the j. Nocturn, This is a true saying, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

G

ENADIUS,  having lived for several years in the monastery of Aga under the direction and obedience of the most devout snd holy Abbot Arandisellus, ardently desired to seceed into the solitary life, inspired by the strong example of the Monks and Hermits, who inhabited the vast hermitage of saint Peter de Montes amid most famous praise.  Wherefore having obtained from his Abbot the means of migrating there, he seceded with twelve selected monks to the aforesaid monastery: where formerly saint Fructuosus and Valerius had lived: and made it famous in all the world by their sanctity, as the deeds done by them show. 

( I have found  David my servant,  with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

( The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand. 
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Lesson vj 

W

HEN Genadius found this chapel of blessed Peter  much worn with age and in mant places collapsed, he swiftly had it restored, that he might most suitably provide a dwelling for so many monks: where also, to provide crops, he cleared the bramble and mountain thorns (in which the ground abounded) and planted vines and fruit trees, so much that as a heavenly gardener rather of virtues,  he arranged planting  and pruning for himself and also for all the people. So it happened,  that he was raised to be a Bishop by the universal consent of the noble and powerful people of Asturix, in spite of the firm resistence and contention of Genadius because of his reluctance.  

( I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the

people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

( I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vij

G

ENADIUS went away from his monastery more in body than in mind, for being a man given and devoted to the contemplation of divine matters in all things, he meditated those things which were of God and for God, and those which were of the world and of the age he rejected with a heavy stomach: unless for the task laid on him it was expedient to follow their custon and show a cheerful face. Thence it came about, that he not only restored that estate of his, and enlarged it in revenues, and decorated it with buildings, but also built two other monasteries in the same Diocese, one in honour of blessed Andrew, and the other of S. James, which is commonly called Penalva, and on the land between them, which is called Silence, he built a distinguished oratory in honour of the blessed Apostle Thomas. So also he adorned all the monasteries with a distribution of his books: which although very few in number, namely fourteen volumes only, yet incomparable in price and just value, or even honoured by reason of the owner alone.

( This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is

full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 
( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May

he.

Lesson viij

H

E worked so hard at all his task as Bishop, that he was to be the amazement and example of all. Nor was this suprising: for he filled almost the whole day 
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in works of charity, and the night likewise in the delights of contemplation. At length, ensnared and dragged from the embrace of this Rachel, he resigned from his public role, and returned again to his beloved solitude (that is)  to the refuge of blessed Peter: where, while he macerated the flesh with hardness of fasts and beatings and harshness to the senses, he adhered perpetually to meditation. Whence, full of all good things, he went out of this life. He was buried (as his disciples bitterly wept over his death) in the Church of Saint James of Penalva: where he rested for many centuries ((until Maria de Toledo, duchess of Alba, well-known for her distinguished family and more distinguished for devotion, most suitably translated his bones to the monastery which is called the Laura, built from the foundations with her own funds in the city of Vallisoletis. And from this holy collection of bones she removed and donated some to the munificent and most religious monastery of saint Benedict Regius in the same city, also of the same Order with the aforesaid monastery of saint Peter de Montes: where his feast is observed with great devotion, and adorned with festive splendour.)) 
( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 

In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel A man travelling

In ij Vespers, commemoration of S. Felix.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Light perpeual  * shall   shine  upon thy Saints,  O     Lord, and  an  ageless eternity, alleluia.  
( O ye holy and righteous, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia.

( God hath chosen you to him to be his inheritance, alleluia. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Thirtieth of May

S. Felix, Pope and Martyr.

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Felix, thy Martyr and Bishop, may protect us. Through. 

Lesson iij 

F

ELIX, a Roman, son of Constantius, governed the Church under the Emperor Aurelian. He ordered that the Mass should be celebrated over the memorials and tombs of the Martyrs. Having held two ordinations in the month of December, and made nine Presbyters, five Deacons, and five Bishops for various places, he 
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was crowned with martyrdom, and buried on the Via Aurelia in the Basilica which he had built and dedicated himself. He lived in his Pontificat for two years, four months, and twenty-nine days. 

 _________________________________________________________________

The Thirty-first of May

Saint Petronilla,Virgin

COLLECT
G

RACIOUSLY hear us, O God of our salvation: that, as we rejoice in the festival of blessed Petronilla thy Virgin, so we may be instructed in all godly and devout affection. Through. 

 ____________________________________

FEASTS OF JUNE

____________________________________

The Second of June

SS. Marcellinus, Peter and Erasmus, Martyrs

Antiphon. Light perpetual * shall shine upon thy Saints, O Lord; and an ageless eternity, Alleluia. 

( O ye holy and righteous, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia. 

( God hath chosen you to him to be his inheritance, alleluia. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of thy blessed Martyrs, Marcellinus, Peter and Erasmus: grant, we beseech thee; that, as we rejoice in their merits, so we may be enkindled by their example. Through.

Lesson ij

P

ETER the exorcist was sent to prison in Rome for confessing the christian faith by the judge Serenus under the Emperor Diocletian, and freed Pauline, daughter of Artemius, keeper of the prison, who was vexed by a demon. By this he led to Jesus Christ both the parents of the girl with all her family and also the neighburs who had collected at the news, and brought them to Marcellinus the priest, by whom they were all baptized. When Serenus knew this, he called Peter and Marcellinus to him and bitterly reproached them, and to his harsh words he 
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added threats and terrors if they would not renounce Christ. When Marcellinus answered him with christian boldness, he was bruised by blows of the fist, separated from Peter ,and shut naked in a cell spread with fragments of glass, without food and without light. Peter was ordered also to be bound with tight bonds. But when the torments increased the faith and spirit of them both, they gave their notable testimony to Jesus Christ by a constant confession and by being beheaded.

Lesson iij

E

RASMUS, a Bishop, under the Emperors Diocletian and Maximian, was in Campania beaten with leaden whips and clubs, and covered with resin, sulphur, molten lead, and boiling pitch, wax and oil, but escaped from it whole and unharmed. At this miracle many were converted to faith in Christ. But he was again put in prison, bound with heavy iron chains, from which he was miraculously released by an Angel. Then he was tormented by Maximian at Formiae with various tortures, and put in a glowing bronze tunic, and overcame these torments also by divine power. Finally having confirmed many in the faith and converted many, he gained the distinguished palm of martyrdom.

In a Feast of xij Lessons, ( Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, alleluia: * He hath great delight in his commandments, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Riches and plenteousness shall be in his house, and his righteousness endureth for ever. He hath. Glory be. He hath.

And commemoration. Antiphon.  Light perpeual  * shall   shine  upon thy Saints,  O     Lord, and  an  ageless eternity, alleluia.  
( O ye holy and righteous, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia.

( God hath chosen you to him to be his inheritance, alleluia. 

Collect as above. 
_________________________________________________________________
THE FIFTH OF JUNE
S. BONIFACE, BISHOP AND MARTYR

 DOUBLE

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who by the zeal of blessed Boniface, thy Martyr and Bishop, didst vouchsafe to call a multitude of peoples to the knowledge of thy name: mercifully grant; that we who celebrate his festival may likewise perceive his advocacy. Through. 

Lessons of the j. Nocturn Then shall the righteous stand, unless a Scripture occur.
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IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

B

ONIFACE, previously called Winfrid, was born among the English towards the end of the seventh century, and from his infancy was inclined away from the world towards the monastic life. His father tried in vain to change his mind with the charms of the world, and he entered a monastery and was trained by blessed Wilfrid in all virtues and learning. At the age of thirty he was ordained priest, and as an energetic preacher of the divine word he achieved a great harvest of souls in that work. But desiring to increase the kingdom of Christ, he always mourned the great number of barbarians who, sunk in the night of ignorance, served the devil. This zeal for souls grew daily with inexstinguishable fire, and, beseeching God with tears and prayers, he obtained permission from his monastery, as he had asked, to set out for the coasts of Germany. 

( Light perpetual  shall shine upon thy Saints, O Lord, * And an ageless eternity, alleluia, alleluia.

( Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads, they shall obtain joy and gladness. And an ageless 

or

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and   kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.

 Lesson vj 

S

ETTING sail from England with two companions, he came to Dorestadt, a town in Frisia. But as a great war had arisen between Radbodus, king of the Frisians, and Charles Martel, he preached the Gospel fruitlessly: so returning to England, he went back to his monastery, and against his will was made abbot:but after two years had passed he laid down the task with the consent of the Bishop of Winchester, and set out for Rome, that he might be appointed by apostolic authority to the conversion of the Gentiles. When he came to the City, he was kindly received by Gregory II, and from the pope received the name Boniface instead of Winfrid. He was sent to Germany, and proclaimed Christ to the peoples of Thüringen and Saxony. As meanwhile Radbodus, king of Frisia, a most evil enemy of Christianity, had died, Boniface returned to the Frisians, where with Saint Willibrord he preached the Gospel for three years with such success that idols were destroyed and many churches raised to the true God.  

( Unto his servants, alleluia, * Shall God be gracious, alleluia. 

( The Lord will avenge his people, and to his servants. Shall God.
Or 
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( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.

Lesson vij 

S

AINT Willibrord wanted him to accept the task of a Bishop, but he declined in order to devote himself more to the salvation of unbelievers. He went into Germany, and called many thousands in Hesse from the superstition of the devil. He was summoned by Pope Gregory to Rome, and after a notable profession of faith consecrated Bishop. Returning thence to the Germans, he completely cleansed Hesse and Thüringen from the remains of idolatry. For his great merits he was raised by Gregory III to the rank of Archbishop, and going to Rome a third time he was made by the Pope a legate of the apostolic See, by which authority notably he he created four bdshopricks, and held various synods, among which the Council of Liège is memorable, held in Belgium in the diocese of Cambrai * at which time he contributed greatly to the increase of the faith in Belgium. 

( Daughters of Jerusalem, come forth and behold the Martyrs with the diadems wherewith the Lord hath crowned them * In the day of solemnity and rejoicing, alleluia.

( For he hath made fast the bars of thy gates, and hath blessed thy children within thee.  In the day.  

or 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. * And set.  

Lesson viij

H

E was made Archbishop of Mainz by Pope Zacharias, and by that Pope's authority anointed Pépin as king of the Franks. After the death of S. Willibrord he undertook to gover the Church of Utrecht, at first through Eubano, then in person, whe he was released from the Church of Mainz and settled in Utrecht. When the Frisians relapsed into idolatry, he arose and preached the Gospel once more, and while occupied in his pastoral duties, near the river Barna, was killed in a cruel slaughter by barbarians and ungodly men with his fellow Bishop Eubano and many others, and with them was crowned in martyrdom. The body of Saint Boniface, as he had asked while alive, was translated to Mainz and entombed in the monastery of Fulda, which he had built, and there became famous for many miracles. ((And Pius the ninth extended his Office and Mass to the whole Church)).

* now in France.                                      1471

(  The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, and put his trust in him, * And all they that are true of heart shall rejoice, alleluia, alleluia.

( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. And all. Glory be. And all.

or   

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                            Ch. 5 

A

T that time: Jesus seeing the multitudes, went up into a mountain, and when he was set, his disciples came unto him. And the rest. 

Homily by Saint Augustine, Bishop.                       Book 1  of  the  Sermon  of  the 

                                                                                 Lord on the Mount, Ch. 2 and 3 

B

LESSED are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. How foolish then are they, who seek God with their outward eyes, since he is seen with the heart, as in written in another place: and seek him in simplicity of heart. For this is a pure heart, which is a simple heart. And just as this light cannot be seen except with clean eyes, so God is not seen, except that be clean, by which he can be seen.

( I am the true Vine, ye are the branches. * He that abideth in me, the same bringeth forth much fruit, alleluia, alleluia.

( As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you. He that.

or

( A crown of gold  upon his head, * Wherein is engraved holiness, an ornament of honour, a costly work.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. Wherein is.

Lesson x

B
LESSED are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. Perfection of peace is where nothing withstands; and so the children of God are peacemakers, because nothing in them resists God, and surely children must have the likeness of their father.

( Her Nazarites are purer  than snow, alleluia, they shine with the glory of God, alleluia. * They are whiter than milk, alleluia, alleluia.

( Purer than snow, whiter  than milk, they are more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing is of sapphire. They are whiter. Glory be. They are whiter.

Or 

1472

( This is a true Martyr,  who shed his blood for Christ's name: *  Who feared not the threats of the judges, nor sought to be great with worldly glory, but pressed on into the kingdom of heaven

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths and shewed him the kingdom of God.  Who feared not.

Lesson xj 

B

UT they are peacemakers in themselves, who regulating all movements of their soul, and subjecting them to reason, that is, to the mind and spirit, and having all carnal desires tamed, become the kingdom of God. In which all things are so ordered, and that which is highest and best in man, is in command, and the other things, which we have in common with the beasts, do not resist; and that which is best in man, that is, mind and reason, is subjected to the better, that is Truth itself, the only-begotten Son of God. For it cannot command what is below, unless it subjects itself to the Higher. And this is the peace, which is given on earth to men of good will: this is the life of consummate and perfect wisdom. 

( The righteous shall blossom as the lily, * And as a rose plant in Jericho shall they grow before the face of the Lord, alleluia. 

( The righteous live for evermore, their reward also is with the Lord. And as a.

or

( Thou hast crwoned him with glory and honour, O Lord, and madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. * Thou has put all things in subjection under his feet.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessingas of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. Thou hast put.

Lesson xij 

F

ROM such a peaceful and ordered kingdom the prince of this world was cast out, who is ruled by the perverse and inordinate. But if this peace be inwardly established and confirmed, whatever persecutions he who was cast out may henceforth incite, he increases the glory from God; not shaking anything in that building, but only proclaiming by his feeble engines of war, how firmly it is built from within. And so it follows: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

( Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous, * For it becometh well the just to be 

thankful, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Sing unto the Lord a new song, sing praises lustily unto him with a good courage. For it. Glory be. For it. 

Or
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( Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for when he is tried he shall receive the crown of life, * Which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 

( He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. Which the. Glory be. Which the. 

The Continuation of the holy Gospel according to Matthew.                           Ch. 5 

A

T that time: Jesus seeing the multitudes, went up into a mountain, and when he was set, his disciples came unto him. And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children, of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against  you falsely, for my sake. Reioice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven.

__________________________________________________________________

The Ninth of June

SS. Primus and Felician, Martyrs
Antiphon. Light perpetual * shall shine upon thy Saints, O Lord; and an ageless eternity, Alleluia. 

( O ye holy and righteous, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia. 

( God hath chosen you to him to be his inheritance, alleluia. 

COLLECT
O

 LORD, we beseech thee, make us ever to rejoice in the festival of thy holy Martyrs Primus and Felician: that by their prayers we may perceive the gifts of thy protection. Through.

Lesson ij 

P

RIMUS and Felician, brothers, were accused of christian religion in the persecution of Diocletian and Maximian, and thrown in chains: from which they were freed and rescued from there by an Angel. Then they were taken before the Prætor, and as they held fiercely to their christian faith, they were separated from each other: and the constancy of Felician was tempted first in various ways. But when those who urged them to ungodliness gave up hope of being able to achieve anything by words, they tied his hands and feet to a post and left him hanging for three days without food or drink. The day after that, the Praetor called 
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Primus to him and said: You see, how much wiser your brother is than you, who has obeyed the Emperors and been honoured by them? And if you also will imitate him, you will share his honour and favour. 

Lesson iij 

P

RIMUS said to him: What has happened to my brother, I know from an Angel. O that I be not separated from him in martyrdom, as I am united with him in will: at which the Prætor became angry, and after other tortures which he inflicted on Primus, now in the presence of Felician he commanded lead, molten by fire, to  be poured into his mouth. Then he commanded both to be led into the theatre, and two lions to be sent after them: which lying down at their knees caressed them which their heads and tails. More than twelve thousand people had collected for that performance, and five hundred men with their families accepted the christian religion. The Praetor, infuriated at this, ordered them beheaded with an axe. 

For commemoration at Lauds, Antiphon. Daughters of Jerusalem, ( Right dear,  or  Antiphon. He that, ( The righteous.
__________________________________________________________________

THE ELEVENTH OF JUNE

SAINT BARNABAS, APOSTLE

GREATER DOUBLE

All from the Common of Apostles in Eastertide, or, outside Eastertide, except the following.

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who dost gladden us by the merits and intercession of blessed Barnabas thine Apostle: mercifully grant; that we, who through him ask thy benefits, may obtain them by the gift of thy grace. Through.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Acts of the Apostles 

Lesson j                                                                                                Ch. 13, 43-52 

N

OW when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in thc grace of God. And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. 

( Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord, alleluia. * He hath great delight in his commandments,alleluia,alleluia, alleluia.
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( Riches and plenteousness shall be in his house, and his righteousness endureth for ever. He hath. 

or

( Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves, saith the Lord: * Be ye therefore wise as  serpents and harmless as doves. 

( While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. *
Be ye therefore.
Lesson ij

T

HEN Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth. 

( Your sorrow, alleluia, * Shall be turned into joy, alleluia, alleluia. 

( The world shall rejoice but ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow. Shall be. 

or

( Take my yoke upon you, you, saith the Lord, And learn of me. for I am meek. and lowly in heart. * For my y oke is easy and my burden is light.

( And ye shall find rest  unto your souls. For my.

Lesson iij 

A

ND when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region. But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost. 

( Right dear in the sight of the Lord,alleluia.* Is the death of his Saints, alleluia. 

( The Lord keepeth all their bones, so that not one of them is broken.

Is the. Glory be. Is the. 
or 

( When ye stand before kings and governors, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: * For it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.

( For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father. which speaketh in you. For it shall. Glory be. For it shall. 

Lesson iv

1476

A

ND it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren. Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands.

( The Apostles departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing * That they were counted wortyh to suffer shame for the sake of the Lord Jesus, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

( There is neither speech, nor language, but their voices are heard among them. That they. Glory be. That they.

or

(. They were found without blemish before the Lord,  and from each other they were not divided. *  They drank the cup of the Lord, and were made the friends of God.

( Their flesh they gave uo unto torment for God's sake; now are they crowned and received palms. They drank. Glory be.  They drank.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

B

ARNABAS, a Levite, a Cypriot by birth, also called Joses, was ordained with Paul the Apostle of the Gentiles to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He sold land that he had and brought the money gained from it to the Apostles. He was sent to Antioch to preach, and when he found that many there had been converted to the faith of Christ the Lord, he was wonderfully glad, and exhorted them to remain in the faith of Christ. This exhortation was very effective, because he was held by all to be a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit. 

( Light perpetual shall shine upon thy Saints, O Lord, * And an ageless eternity, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Everlasting joy shall be upon their heads, they shall obtain joy and gladness. And an ageless. 

or ( I saw  a great people  who had received glorious garments of the Lord. and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God.

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through .the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying:  These men are.
Lesson vj 

1477
D

EPARTING from there to Tarsus to seek Paul, he came with him to Antioch. They remained in the Church of that city for a year, and gave to those people precepts of christian faith and life: and there also the worshippers of Jesus Christ were first called Christians. And the disciples of Paul and Barnabas helped with their goods the Christians who were in Judæa, sending them money by Paul and Barnabas. And when they had carried out that work of charity, they took on John, whose surname was Mark, and returned to Antioch.

( With great power gave the Apostles * Witness of the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus, alleluia, alleluia. 

( They were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the Word of God with boldness. Witness. 

or 

( Blessed.are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven.

( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from  their company, and shall reproach you, and cast  out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice.

Lesson vij 

A

ND at Antioch when Paul and Barnabas with other Prophets and Teachers were serving the Lord in the Church with fasting and prayer, the Holy Spirit said: Separate me Saul and Barnabas for the work whereunto I have called them. Then fasting and praying, and laying hands on them, they sent them away. And so they came to Seleucia, and then to Cyprus: and they travelled to many other cities and regions, preaching the Gospel, with great profit to the hearers.

( These are the new born lambs who have proclaimed, alleluia: they came but just now to the well; * They are all filled with light, alleluia, alleluia. 

( They stand before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palms in their hands. They are all.  

or 

( These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms.

( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are  they.   

Lesson viij

A

T length Barnabas separated from Paul and with John, surnamed Mark, he sailed to Cyprus: and there, in about the seventh year of Nero, on the 
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eleventh of June, he added to the glory of the work of an Apostle the crown of martyrdom. Under the Emperor Zeno, his body was found on the island of Cyprus, and on his breast was the Gospel of Matthew, written in Barnabas' own hand. 

( I beheld the gate of the city which was towards the east, and the names of the Apostles of the lamb were written over it. * And above the walls a band of Angels ke[pt watch, alleluia,, alleluia.

(  I saw the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And above. Glory be. And above.

or

( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands: they shall remember thy Name, O Lord. * Throughout all generations.

( Exceedingly honoured are thy friends, O God: firmly established is their princedom.  Throughout. Glory be. Throughout. 
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew

Lesson ix                                                                                                       Ch. 10

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples; Behold, I  send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves. And the rest.

Homily by S. John Chrysostom                                            Homily 33 on Matthew 

T

HE Lord having cast out the disciples'  anxiety, and armed them with the display of miracles, and made them as it were all iron and adamant, by delivering them from all temporal care, speaks in what follows of the evils that were also to befall them. 

( I am the true vine,ye are the branches, * He that abideth in me, the same bringeth forth much fruit, alleluia, alleluia. 

( As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you. He that. 

or 

( These are they * who,while yet they lived in the flesh, planted the Church in 

their own blood. They drank of the Lord's cup,and became the friends of God. 

( Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. They drank. 

Lesson x

M

ANY advantages were hence secured; first, that they learned the power of his foreknowledge; secondly, that no one should suspect that through weakness of their Master these evils came upon them; thirdly, that such as undergo these things should not be dismayed by their falling out unexpectedly, and against hope; fourthly, that they might not at the very time of the cross be  troubled on bearing these things.
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( Her Nazirites are purer than snow, alleluia, they shine with the glory of God, alleluia.* They are whiter than milk, alleluia, alleluia. 

( Purer than snow, whiter than milk, they are more ruddy in body than rubies, their polishing is of sapphire. They are.   

or 

( These men are Saints, whom the Lord hath chosen in love unfeigned, and hath given them everlasting glory. * By whose teaching the Church is illumined, as the moon by the light of the sun. 

( The Saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness. By whose.  

Lesson  xj 

T

HEN, that they might learn that this system of war is new, and the manner of the array unwonted; as he sends them bare, and with one coat and unshod, and without staff and without girdle or scrip, and bids them be maintained by such as receive them; so neither here did he stay his speech, but to signify his unspeakable power he saith, Even thus setting out, exhibit the gentleness of sheep, and this, though ye are to go unto wolves; and not simply unto wolves, but into the midst of wolves. And he bids them not only to have gentleness as sheep, but also the harmlessness of doves. For thus shall I best show forth my might, when sheep get the better of wolves, and being in the midst of wolves, and receiving a thousand bites, so far from being consumed, do even work a change on them.

(  From the mouth of the wise proceedeth honey, alleluia, the sweetness of honey is under his tongue, alleluia. * His lips drop as the honeycomb, alleluia, alleluia.

( Wisdon doth abide in his heart, and out of his mouth cometh understanding. His lips.

or

( Who are these which fly as a cloud, * And as the doves to their windows? 

( Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. And as the doves. 

Lesson ix 

I

T is a far greater and more marvellous thing than killing them, to alter their spirit, and to reform their mind; and this, being only twelve, while the whole world is filled with the wolves. Let us then be ashamed, who do the contrary, who set like wolves upon our enemies. For so long as we are sheep, we conquer: though ten thousand wolves prowl around, we overcome and prevail. But if we become wolves, we are worsted, for the help of our Shepherd departs from us: for he feeds not wolves, but sheep. 

(  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you * That ye 
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should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain, alleluia, alleluia.

( As the Father hath sent me, even so send I you. That ye should. Glory be. That ye should.
or

( There is neither speech, nor language, but their voices are heard among them. * Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. 

( Exceedingly honoured are thy friends, O God: firmly stablished is their princedom. Their sound. Glory be. Their sound. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to Matthew                     Ch. 10

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples; Behold, I  send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils. and they will scourge you in their synagogues: and ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shan speak. For it is not ye that speak. but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death. and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who dost gladden us by the merits and intercession of blessed Barnabas thine Apostle: mercifully grant; that we, who through him ask thy benefits, may obtain them by the gift of thy grace. Through.

(1884, Summer quarter:)

In ij Vespers commemoration of the following and of SS. Basilidis etc. As below.

 _________________________________________________________________

THE TWELFTH OF JUNE

LEO III, POPE and CONFESSOR

DOUBLE

All from the Common of a Confessor Bishop, except what follows.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  O thou Priest and Bishop, * thou worker of mighty works,   thou  good   shepherd   of the  people,  pray  unto  the  Lord  for us.  (E.T. 

alleluia)   

 The Lord loved him, and adorned him. (E.T. Alleluia)

 He clothed him with a robe of glory. (E.T. Alleluia)
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COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst strengthen blessed Leo thy Confessor and Bishop with the virtue of constancy in exercising the pastoral task against the powers of the world: grant, we beseech thee, to us they servants, both to be assisted by his intercession with thee, and to be defended from every assault of our enemies. Through.  
And commemoration is made of SS. Basilidis, Cyrinus, Nabor, and Nazarius, Martyrs.

Antiphon. For  theirs is the kingdom of heaven, who despised worldly living:  who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes  in the blood    of the Lamb.
(. Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. 

(. And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

In Eastertide, Antiphon.  Light perpeual  shall   shine  upon thy Saints,  O     Lord, and  an  ageless eternity, alleluia.  
( O ye holy and righteous, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia.

( God hath chosen you to him to be his inheritance, alleluia. 

COLLECT
W

E beseech thee, O Lord, let the birthday feasts of thy holy Martyrs Basilides, Cyrinus, Nabor and Nazarius shine brightly upon us: and may the everlasting glory which they enjoy increase the fruits of our devotion. Through. 

Lessons of the j. Nocturn  This is a true saying, unless a Scripture occur.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

L

EO, the third of that name, a Roman, son of Asuppius, being instructed from childhood in all ecclesiastical and divine discipline, took the monastic habit of our holy Father Benedict. Then he was made Cardinal Priest of the title of Saint Susanna, and was distinguished for chastity, energy, constancy of mind, benevolence to the poor, gentleness of spirit, and zeal for the honour of Gid and ecclesiastical matters. By these degrees of virtue he rose to the dignity of the supreme Pontificate through the splendour of new merits which he displayed from then on, being elected in the temple of saint Susanna at the baths of Diocletian with incredible applause of all, on the very day of the death of Hadrian, the twenty-sixth of December in the year of the Lord seven hundred and ninety-five. ..

 I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.
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Lesson vj

A

T first everything appeared to have turned out properously for the blessed Bishop: but soon by a faction of certain ungodly persons who envied his good fortune he was mutilated in eyes and tongue, almost killed with wounds and left half dead, but the following day by a notable miracle was found  healed. Being delivered from the hands of the conspirators by the prince Spoletanus he made his way to Charlemagne king of the Franks, and his first words to the king were: Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men: for he affirmed in a most holy manner that although afflicted by the greatest injuries, he had come as a herald of peace, not war, or conflict. But moved by the atrocity of the crime Charles first sent the Pontiff back from Germany to Rome with honour, and he himself went to the City, and Leo bestowed on him the Roman empire, and by his prayers obtained the life of his presecutors. 

  I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the

people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vij 

O

N the thirtieth of April in the year of the Lord eight hundred and one, in the second hour of the night, all Italy was shaken by a very great earthquake, and many buildings everywhere collapsed: but especially the roof of the Basilica of Saint Paul in Rome fell down: because of this it was ordered by Leo that on the three days before the Ascension of the Lord prayers should be held in various temples, and immediately he restored the same Church to its former splendour.  He built a very large guesthouse for pilgrims: he devoted his patrimony and other funds to the poor. In the large dining room which he had built at the Lateran Basilica, which he had designated holding banquets of the Popes and Emperors,  he wanted to have expressed by an  artistic work a monument to the public peace now achieved and the transferring of the Empire of the West to Charles by the Apostolic See.  musivo

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is

full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May

he.

Lesson viij 

H

E restored Basilicas and sacred buildings inside and outside the city, and the most religious Pontiff adorned them with so many and so great riches, with 
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such singular munificence, that it seems to pass all belief.  When certain malignant men tried to sow the seed of strife between Leo and Charlemagne, the emperor wrote to him among other things, that he who wishes by lying and evil machinations to separate the son from the mother, shall have judgment with the very keyholder of the kingdom of heaven, the blessed Apostle Peter. Having celebrated three Ordinations in the month of March, in which he made thirty Presbyters, eleven Deacons, and Twenty-six Bishops, he crowned his most holy life on the twelfth of June, in the year of Christ eight hundred and sixteen, having been in his See for twenty years, five months, and seven days, and was buried in the Vatican Basilica.
( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Homily on the Gospel The kingdom of heaven is as a man trravelling into a far country, p.lxxvij
For the holy Martyrs. 

Lesson xij

B

ASILIDES, Cyrinus, Nabor, and Nazarius, Roman soldiers of noble birth, and renowned for their courage, adopted the Christian religion, and proclaimed Christ as the Son of God to the Emperor Diocletian. They were arrested by Aurelius, Prefect of the City, and when adminished to make sacrifice to the gods, they scorned his commands, and were sent to prison. And while they prayed, suddenly a very bright light appeared before the eyes of all who were there, illuminating the prison, and moved by this heavenly splendour Marcellus, the guardian of the prison, and many others, believed in Christ as Lord. They were 
later released from prison, but the Emperor Maximian, when in defiance of his orders also they spoke only of Christ as Lord and God, tormented them with scorpions, and again threw them in prison: from where they were taken out on the seventh day, and stood at the Emperor's feet, but persisted in scoffing at the vain gods, and confessed Jesus Christ as God with great constancy. So they were condemned and beheaded. Their bodies were thrown to the wild beasts, but were not touched by them, and were buried honourably by the Christians.

(. God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of his Saints,  and there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there he any more pain. * For the former things are passed away.

( They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the.Glory be. For the.
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