5 His goods shall be established, * and the congregation shall declare his alms. 

Antiphon. Let us praise * with prophetic songs Benedict, who shone with prophecy as much as with grace of doctrine. 

( The law of his God is in his heart. (. And his goings shall not slide.  
The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                          Ch.19

A

T that time: Peter said unto Jesus: Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?  And the rest. 

** Homily  by S.Jerome, Priest                                                  Book 3 on Matth.19 
G

REAT self-confidence! Peter was a fisherman, he had not been rich, he earned his bread by labour and skill; and yet he says boldly: We have left all things. And since to leave all things is not enough, he adds that which completes it: And have followed thee.We have done what thou hast commanded: how then wilt thou reward us? But Jesus said to them: Verily I say unto you, that ye which have followed me, in the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. He said not: Ye who have left all things; for even Crates the Philosopher did this, and many others have despised riches; but: Ye who have followed me; which applies to the apostles and to the faithful. 

 Benedict, thou most holy Confessor of Christ, thou father and guide of monks: *  Intercede for us and for the salvation of all men. 

  Assist thy devout people Ii with thy holy intercession, that, aided by thy prayers, they may  be able to attain to the heavenly kingdom.  Intercede. 

 Lesson x 

I

N the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of his glory (and when the dead shall rise from corruption, incorrupt) ye also shall sit on the judgment-seats, and condemn the twelve tribes of Israel; because, though ye believed, they would not believe. And every one that hath left home, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake shall receive an humdredfold, and shall possess life everlasting.

( In the same year that he was about to depart from this life, while some of his disciples were talking with him, and some remained afar off, * He foretold the day of his most holy death. 

(. Indicating to those present that they should veil with silence those things which they had heard; and indicating to those absent what manner of sign he would make to them, when his soul would depart from his body. He foretold. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

** from the Common to replacethe Homily of Peter Damian, not given here.
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Lesson xj
T

HIS passage is in agreement with those other words in which the Saviour says: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter  against her mother, and the  daughter-in-law against her  mother-in-law. And a man' s foes shall be they of his own household. Therefore those who, for the sake of the faith of Christ and the preaching of the Gospel, have despised all natural feelings and riches and the pleasures of this world, those shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit life everlasting. 

( On the sixth day he caused himself to be carried by his disciples into the oratory, where he fortified himself for his death with the Sacraments of the Lord, * And breathed forth his soul in the arms of his disciples. 

( While for many days sickness had prostrated him, he stood up with hands uplifted to heaven. And breathed.  

In Lent Lesson xij. from the Homily of the Feria, with its Responsory. If this Feast is celebrated after Easter, the following Lesson and Responsory are said.
Lesson xij 

S

OME have assumed from the conclusion of this phrase that there will be a period of time of a thousand years after the resurrection, and that then we shall receive a hundredfold of all that we have given up, and shall inherit eternal life; they do not understand that, though in other things this promised reward would be seemly, in the case of wives it would be unseemly, that a man who had left one wife for the Lord's sake should receive a hundred in the world to come. But the meaning is this: that he who has left earthly things for the sake of the Saviour, shall receive spiritual things; which things will be, by comparison and by their own merit, as if a small number were compared to a hundred. 

( A way stretched eastwards from his cell straight up to heaven; a man of noble bearing and venerable appearance stood above it, and asked, Whose was the path that they saw: * They declared that they did not know, alleluia. 

( To whom he said: This is the way by which Benedict, beloved of the Lord, went up to heaven. They declared; Glory be. They declared.

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.                              Ch.19

A

T that time: Peter said unto Jesus: Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone that hath forsaken 
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houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.  

AT LAUDS, and the Hours

Antiphon 1. There was a man of venerable life, * Benedict by grace and by name, who, from his younger years, carried always the mind of an old man; overpassing age by virtue, he denied himself all vain delights. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest.

Antiphon 2 The blessed man Benedict * desired rather the miseries of the world than perpetual praises; to be wearied with labour Ifor God's sake, than to be exalted with transitory favour. 

Antiphon 3 The glorious * Confessor of the Lord, leading the life angelic on the earth, was made a mirror of good works unto all the world; and therefore with Christ he rejoices evermore in the heavens. 

Antiphon 4 Benedict * the man of the Lord, gentle of countenance, was adorned with angelic ways; and so great a brightness shone forth round about him, that, although yet upon the earth, he might be dwelling among celestial beings. 

Antiphon 5 Benedict, the man of God, * was filled with the spirit of all the righteous: may he intercede for the whole conventual profession.

Chapter                                                                                              Ecclus.50: 6, 7

B

EHOLD a great Confessor, who was as the morning star in the midst of a cloud, and as the moon at the full: as the sun shining upon the temple of the Most High. 

Short ( The Lord loved him * And adorned him. The Lord.  He clothed him with a robe of glory. And adorned him. Glory be. The Lord. 

Hymn                                            Inter æternas 

GEM of the highest, diadem immortal,

                                   Cherished for ever after sacred struggle, 

Thou, among many, first in lofty merit,

                                   Benedict, shinest. 

                               2  Thee in thy boyhood holy eld adorned; 

                                    Surely of nothing hath desire despoiled thee; 

                                    Earth's blossom withered, to thy heart uplifted 

                                    Unto the highest. 

                               3   Fleeing in secret, thou didst leave thy native 

                                    Country and parents: then, a forest-dweller, 

                                    Into subjection unto Christ, by torment 

                                    Broughtest thy body. 
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                               4   Not long securely couldest thou be hidden, 

                                    Good deeds and wonders brought thee to men's knowledge; 

                                    Through the world widely spread the happy rumour 

                                     Speedily flying. 

5   Praise to the Father, to the Sole-begotten,

                                    And to thee, alway with the Twain co-equal, 

                                    Fostering Spirit; one and only Godhead 

                                    Through all the ages. Amen. 

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths. 

( And shewed him the kingdom of God. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.  Benedict, * thou father and guide of monks, thou most holy Confessor of  the Lord, intercede for us all and for our salvation. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who (on this day) didst release thy most venerable Confessor Benedict from the prison-house of the flesh, that thou mightest lift him up to heaven: we , beseech thee, grant unto us thy servants who keep this festival the pardon of all our sins; that we, who with glad hearts rejoice in his glory, may at his intercession with thee be made partakers of his everlasting reward. Through. 

And commemoration is made of the Feria in Lent. 

AT TERCE
Antiphon. The blessed man Benedict. 

Chapter Behold, as above.

( The Lord loved him and adorned him. ( He a clothed him with a robe of glory. 

AT SEXT

Antiphon. The glorious. 

Chapter                                                                                                Ecclus. 53 
I

N his days the wells of water flowed out, and they were filled as the sea above measure. He took care of his people that they should not fall.  

(. The mouth of the righteous is exercised in wisdom. 

(  And his  tongue will be talking of  judgment. 

AT NONE

Antiphon. Benedict, the man of God. 

Chapter                                                                                            Ecclus. 50
A

S a vessel of beaten gold set with all manner of precious stones; and as a fair olive tree budding forth fruit, and as a cypress tree which groweth up to the 

1328
clouds as a young cedar in Libanus, with his brethren roundabout; and as palm trees they compassed him round about;  so were all the sons of Aaron in their glory. 

(. The law of his God is in his heart. ( And his goings shall not slide. 

IN II VESPERS

All as above in first: 

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths. 

( And shewed him the kingdom of God. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Today * holy Benedict, while his disciples beheld it, ascended by way of the East on a straight pathway to heaven: today with hands uplifted, he died between the words of his supplication: today he was received into glory by the Angels. 

In Eastertide, it is said:

Holy Benedict, * while his disciples beheld it, ascended by way of the East on a straight pathway to heaven: and with hands uplifted, he died between the words of his supplication: and he was received into glory by the Angels, alleluia.. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who (on this day) didst release thy most venerable Confessor Benedict from the prison-house of the flesh, that thou mightest lift him up to heaven: we beseech thee, grant unto us thy servants who keep this festival the pardon of all our sins; that we, who with glad hearts rejoice in his glory, may at his intercession with thee be made partakers of his everlasting reward. Through. 

If the Feast of our Father Benedict with its Octave is translated after the Octave of Easter, the Lessons within the Octave placed here are divided at the sign  ¶,  so that three are made out of two. 

If the Octave is not finished on Palm Saturday, it need not be continued in that year, but is finished at None of the said Saturday.
________________________________________
Within the Octave of our most holy Father Benedict

AT MATINS

Invitatory. The Lord, the King of the Confessors, * O come, let us worship. Psalm 95 Venite

Hymn                                         Quidquid antiqui
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                WHATE'ER in former days befell the prophets,

                                      Whate'er renowned in the law eternal: 

                                       In him, the greatest monk, whose feast we honour, 

                                       All is contained. 

                                  2  Virtue of Moses issued forth in mercy; 

                                      Wondrous the offspring unto Abram given; 

                                      Righteous and stern, the ruling of his parent 

                                      Bride gained for Isaac. 

Benedict laden loftily with virtues: 

                                      Higher were those our Patriarch had gathered, 

                                      Merits of Isaac, Abraham and Moses 

                                      One breast containeth. 

                                  3  Those by the world's blows overcome he lifted, 

                                      Meekness established in the place of anger, 

                                      Peace where it was not, rest he made to well up 

                                      From midst of terror. 

                                  4  Praise to the Father, to the Sole-begotten, 

                                      And to thee, alway with the Twain co-equal, 

                                      Fostering Spirit; one and only Godhead 

                                      Through all the ages.                                    Amen. 

IN THE FIRST  NOCTURN

On Monday and Thursday.
( The Lord loved him and adorned him. 

( He a clothed him with a robe of glory. 

Absolution.  Hear, O Lord. ((  There was
On Tuesday and Friday

(. The mouth of the righteous is exercised in wisdom. 

(  And his  tongue will be talking of  judgment. 

Absolution . May his mercy. ((  O greatly

On Wednesday and Saturday

(. The law of his God is in his heart. ( And his goings shall not slide. 
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Absolution.  From the chains. (( Benedict, thou

Blessings

1. May he bless us who liveth and reigneth for ever and ever.

2. May our glorious Father whose Feast we are keeping intercede for us tothe Lord.

3. In Lent, May the Gospel Lection be to us salvation and protection.

3. After Easter, if the Lesson be of the Octave, May the King of Amgels bring us to the society of the heavenly citizens.

Lessons as below according to the day of the month.

__________________________________________________________________

 The Twenty-second of March

Second day within the Octave

IN THE FIRST  NOCTURN

 Antiphon. There was a man * of venerable life, Benedict by grace and by name.
Psalms of the occurrent Feria. ( and (( are of the same Nocturn, of which is the Absolution.
The beginning of the second book of Dialogues of Pope S. Gregory.   

Lesson j

T

HERE was a man of venerable life, Benedict by grace and by name, who, from his younget years, carried always the mind of an old man; overpassing age by virtue, he denied himself all vain delights. While he remained in this world, in which he might freely have enjoyed its passing pleasures, he despised it and its chains as an aria desert. Born of a noble family in Nursia, he was sent by his parents to Rome, to study letters, but when he saw the manifold dangers of sin lurking in the pursuit of such studies, he withdrew his foot whilst yet on the threshold of the world: lest, by approaching such knowledge, he should fall over its yawning precipice. Despising the study of letters, then, and leaving his father's house and all he possessed, desiring only to please God, he sought an habitation for holy living. He withdrew, therefore, not knowing and yet sage, untaught and yet wise. 

Lesson ij

W

HEN Benedict abandoned his literary studies and disappeared to seek out a desert place, only his nurse, who loved him dearly, followed him. When they came to a place called Enfide, many hospitable and charitable people persuaded them to dwell with them. They abode hard by the Church of S. Peter. One day the nurse borrowed from their neighbours an earthen vessel for cleaning com. She carelessly left it on the table, and it fell off and broke in two. When the nurse found it thus, she began to weep copiously, seeing that the vessel that she had borrowed from her neighbours was broken. But young Benedict, so good and religious, pitied his nurse when he saw her weeping: he picked up the two broken pieces, and gave himself to prayer with fervent tears; when he arose from his  praying, he found the vessel; joined together and whole again in such a manner that not a  sign of the break could be found. Then he gently consoled his nurse, and gave her back the sound vessel, which he had received broken. ¶ This happening became widely known in that place, and caused such admiration that the inhabitants hung up the vessel at the entrance of the church, so that those then living and others that would corne might know how great a beginning young Benedict had made in the way of grace and perfection. There it hung for all to see for many years, and remained over the door of the church until the time of the Lombard invasion. 

In Lent the iij. Lesson will be from the Homily of the occurrent Feria, and commemoration of the same.

 IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. From his younger years * he carried always the mind of an old man; over- passing age by virtue, he denied himself all vain delights.

Ferial Psalms.

Chapter                                                                                                Ecclus. 39, 5

THE righteous man will give his heart to resort early to the Lord that made him, and will pray before the Most High. 

( The righteous shall grow as the lily.

( And flourish for ever in the presence of the Lord.

Kyrie eleison. Our Father, silently. ( And lead us not. ( The Lord be with you.

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who (on this day) didst release thy most venerable Confessor Benedict from the prison-house of the flesh, that thou mightest lift him up to heaven: we beseech thee, grant unto us thy servants who keep this festival the pardon of all our sins; that we, who with glad hearts rejoice in his glory, may at his intercession with thee be made partakers of his everlasting reward. Through. 

At Lauds and through the Hours, Antiphons, Hymns etc.as on the day of the Feast. And thus the Office  is said throughout the whole Octave, except the Antiphons of the Nocturns and the Lessons.

Vespers as in second Vespers of the Feast. And commemoration is made in Lauds and Vespers in Lent.

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-third of March

Third day within the Octave

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon . Born of a noble family * in Nursia, he was sent by his parents to Rome to study letters.

Psalms of the Feria.

From the second book of Dialogues of Pope S. Gregory.

Lesson j                                                                                                        Ch. 1

From the second book of Dialogues of  Pope S. Gregory.      Ch 1, near the middle

B

ENEDICT, desiring rather the miseries of the world than the praises of men: rather to be wearied with labour for God's sake, than to be exalted with transitory commendation: fled privily from his nurse, and went into a desert place called Sublacum, distant almost forty miles from Rome: in which there was a fountain springing forth cool and clear water; the abundance whereof doth first in a broad place make a lake, and afterward running forward, cometh to be a river. As he was travelling to this place, a certain monk called Romanus met him, and demanded whither he went, and understanding his purpose, he both kept it close, furthered him what he might, vested him with the habit of holy conversation, and as he could, did minister and serve him. The man of God, Benedict, coming to this foresaid place, lived there in a strait cave, where he continued three years unknown to all men, except to Romanus, who lived not far off, under the rule of Abbot Theodacus, and very virtuously did steal certain hours, and likewise sometime a loaf given for his own provision, which he did carry to Benedict. ¶ And because from Romanus' cell to that cave there was not any way, by reason of an high rock which did hang over it, Romanus, from the top thereof, upon a long rope, did let down the loaf, upon which also with a band he tied a little bell, that by the ringing thereof the man of God might know when he came with his bread, and so be ready to take it. But the old enemy of mankind, envying at the charity of the one and the refection of the other, seeing a loaf upon a certain day let down, threw a stone and brake the bell; but yet, for all that, Romanus gave not over to serve him by all the possible means he could.

Lesson ij

From the second book of Dialogues of  Pope S. Gregory.              Ch 3, at the end 

F

OR a long time holy Benedict had been living in solitude, growing in virtue and in his miraculous powers, and hence many followers had gathered around him where he dwelt, in the service of almighty God: in fact there were so many of them that he built twelve monasteries, the Lord Jesus Christ helping him: in each he placed twelve monks, in accordance with the ordinances of the fathers, while he kept a few with him, those whom he thought would still learn more through being with him.  Then noble and devout men from the city of Rome began to flock to him and bring him their sons to educate. Then it was that Eutychius brought Maurus, and the patrician Tertullus brought Placidus : of these two, young Maurus, as he grew strong in religious observance, began to take the place of assistant to his Master. Placidus was as yet a young child. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon.  While he remained * in the world, in which he might freely have enjoyed passing pleasures, he despised it and its charms as an arid desert.

Ferial Psalms.

__________________________________________________________________
The Twenty-fourth of March

Fourth day within the Octave

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. Leaving his father's * house and all that he possessed, and desiring only to please God, he sought an habitation for holy living.
Ferial Psalms

From the second book of Dialogues of Pope S. Gregory.

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch 6

Lesson ij                                                                                                      Ch 6

A

T another time, a certain Goth, poor of spirit, that gave over the world, was received by the man of God; whom on a day he commanded to take a bill, and to cleanse a certain plot of ground from briers, for the making of a garden, which ground was by the side of a lake. 

Lesson ij

T

HE Goth as he was there labouring, by chance the head of the bill slipped off, and fell into the water, which was so deep, that there was no hope ever to get it again. The poor Goth, in great fear, ran unto Maurus and told him what he had lost, confessing his own fault and negligence: Maurus forthwith went to the servant of God, giving him to understand thereof. ¶ So the Man of God Benedict, hearing these things,  came straightways to the lake: and took the handle out of the Goth's hand, and put it into the water, and the iron head by and by ascended from the bottom and entered again into the handle of the bill, which he delivered to the Goth, saying: .Behold here is thy bill again, work on, and be sad no more.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon. He withdrew, * therefore, not knowing and yet sage, untaught and yet wise. Ferial Psalme.

_________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY -FIFTH OF MARCH

ON THE FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION 

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

____________________________________________________

If this Feast shall come on a privileged Sunday, it shall be transferred to the Monday immediately following, even if a Feast of equal, but not of higher rank, falls upon it. But of an occurring lesser Double Feast, except the Feast of any Doctor of the Church) or Semidouble Feast, Commemoration only is made in both Vespers and in Lauds. But if it shall occur in Holy Week, or Easter Week, it shall be transferred (with equal privilege) to the Monday after Low Sunday, observing the rite for Eastertide. 

AT VESPERS

Antiphon The Angel Gabriel, with the rest from Lauds. Psalms  of the B. V. Mary. 

Chapter                                                                                                           Isaiah 7 

B

EHOLD, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 

Short (  The Angel of the Lord * Announced unto Mary. The Angel.

(  And she conceived of the Holy Ghost. Announced. Glory be. The Angel.

Hymn E.H. 213 Ave, maris stella, as on Feasts of the B.V. Mary. 
( Hail, Mary, full of grace. ( The Lord is with thee. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.   The Holy Ghost * shall come upon thee, Mary: and the power of the Highest  shall  overshadow thee. 

COLLECT

O

GOD, who wast pleased that thy Word should take flesh of the womb of the blessed Virgin Mary at the message of an Angel: grant to thy humble servants; that we who believe her to be truly the Mother of God may be aided by her intercession in thy sight. Through the same.

Commemoration is made of the Octave in those places where it is privileged; then of the Feria in Lent.

At Compline, and the other Hours, at the end of the Hymns is said: 

All honour, laud, and glory be

                                          O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory.  Hail, Mary, full of grace: * The Lord is with thee. 

Hymn, Antiphons, Psalms, and ( of the j. and ij. Nocturn as on Feasts of  Blessed Mary. 

In Eastertide the Psalms are all said under  the one Antiphon following.

Antiphon. Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, alleluia. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

Lesson j                                                                                               Ch. 7, 10-15

T

HE Lord spake again unto Ahaz, saying, Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God: ask it either in the depth, or in the height above. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt the Lord. And he said, Hear ye now, O house of David: Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 

( The Angel Gabriel was sent to Mary, a virgin espoused to Joseph, to bring unto her the Word; and when the virgin saw the light she was afraid: Fear not. Mary, for thou hast found favour with the Lord: * Behold, thou shalt conceive and bring forth a Son, und he shall bc called the Son of the Highest.

( The Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever. Behold. 

Lesson ij                                                                                                 Ch.11, 1-5 

A

ND there shall come forth a rod out or the stem of Jesse, und a Branch shall grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding. the spirit of counsel und might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; and shall make him of quick understanding in the fear or the Lord: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: but with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

( Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: * The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.

( How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the Angel answered, and said unto her. The Holy Ghost. 

Lesson iij                                                                                                  Ch. 35, 1-7 

T

HE wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God. Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 

( Receive the Word, O Virgin Mary, which is brought thee from the Lord by the Angel: conceive and bear him who is both God and man: * That thou mayest be callcd blessed among all women. 

( For thou shalt bear a Son, yet shalt thou remain unspotted in thy virginity: thou shalt bring to pass great things, and shalt be a Mother ever Virgin. That thou. 

Lesson iv

S

AY to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water. 

( When she saw him, she was troubled ast his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. * And the Angel said untio her.

( Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with God. And the. Glory be. And the. 
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

5th Antiphon. The Angel of the Lord. In Eastertide all the Psalms of the ij. Nocturn are said under the one Antiphon following.

Antiphon. A fountain of gardens, * a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon, alleluia.
Sermon by S. Leo the Great 

Lesson v                                                           Sermon 2 On the Birth of Our Lord 

T

HE Almighty and most merciful God, whose nature is goodness, whose will is power, whose work is mercy, as soon as the devil in his malice had done us to death with the poison of his envy, at the very beginning of the world foretold those remedies which in his loving- kindness he had predestined for our salvation; he proclaimed to the serpent that the seed of the woman would prevail to bruise his proud and evil head, that is, Christ who was to come in the flesh; signifying that he who was born of a Virgin would, by his undefiled birth, condemn the seducer of the human race. 

( Behold  a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, saith the Lord: * And his Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God. 

( He shall sit upon the throne of David, and of his kingdom there shall be no end.  And his. 

Lesson vj 

N

OW the devil was rejoicing because by his guile he had so deceived man as to deprive him of his divine gifts and to rob him of his dowry of immortality, thus making him suffer the hard sentence of death; and because in his misery he had found a certain consolation in having a comrade in his guilt; he also thought that God, by reason of righteous severity, would now change his former attitude towards man whom he had created in such high dignity: there was need, dearly beloved, that the unchangeable God, (whose will cannot be separated from his loving-kindness), should fulfil his original purpose of goodness by the dispensation of his secret counsel, by the hidden mystery of his plan; and that man, led into sin by the cunning craft of the devil's wickedness, should not perish in opposition to God's idea. 

( There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots: * And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

( And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding. And. 
Lesson vij

T

HEREFORE, dearly beloved, when the time appointed for the redemption of mankind had come, our Lord Jesus Christ entered this lower world, descended from his heavenly throne, and, without receding from the glory that he had with the Father, took flesh by a new means, by a new birth: invisible in his own nature, he became visible in ours; being incomprehensible, he willed to be comprehended; remaining before time, he began to exist in time; the Lord or the universe veiled the glory of his majesty and took the form of a servant; impassible God did not disdain to becomc a suffering man, and immortal God subjected himself to the laws of death.

 (  Then said Mary unto the Angel: How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? * And the Angel answered and said unto her. 

( The Holy Ghost shall corne upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee. And the. 

Lesson viij

F

OR although many things might ineffably have sufficed to restore the human race, the loving-kindness of God chose this most powerful way in which he made use of the faculty of righteousness for destroying the work of the devil, and not the sway of his might. For the ancient enemy in his pride not undeservedly claimed for himself tyrannical power over all men; nor with undue domination was he oppressing those whom he had bound into the servitude of his own will through their spon. taneous forsaking of God's commandments. And therefore he could not rightly loose the original bondage of the subject race unless he were conquered by the very race that he had driven into subjection. 

( And Mary said: Behold the handmaid of the Lord; * Be it unto me according to thy word. 

( Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. Be it. 

Glory be. Be it. 

 IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. The Angel Gabriel * announced unto Mary, saying: Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. 

Canticle Obaudite me with the rest.. 

( God hath chosen her and preferred her. 

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel accordmg to S. Luke

Lesson ix                                                                                                            Ch. 1 

A

T that time: The angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                      Bk. 2 on Luke Ch. 1. v.26 

T

HE divine mysteries are well hidden, and their meanings are not easy to grasp. For, as the prophet says: What man is he that can know the counsel of God? And yet we can gather from other sayings of our Lord and Saviour, that there was some prevalent reason for singling out for the Childbearing of our Lord one who was espoused to a man. Why was her time not fulfilled before her espousal? To give the devil no chance of saying that she had conceived in adultery. 

All generation shall call me blessed, * For the Lord that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy is his name... 

 And his mercy is on them that fear him, from generation to generation. For the Lord

Lesson x

A

ND well did Scripture de clare that she would be both espoused and virgin: virgin, that it might be clear that she had no intercourse with man: espoused, lest she be branded with the infamy of defiled virginity, for the pregnant womb would seem to point to this desecration. The Lord preferred rather that men should doubt the origin of his birth than the purity of his mother. For he recognized a virgin's delicate reserve, and the retiring nature of modesty; nor did he think fit that faith in his birth should be built upon injury to his mother. 

( O holy  and spotless virginity! I know not how to praise thee; * For thou hast borne in thy breast him whom the heavens cannot contain. 

( Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. For thou hast. 

Lesson xj

A

ND the Angel came in unto her. Mark the virtue of a virgin in her behaviour, mark it in her hesitancy, mark it in her words, in the mystery itself. It is natural for a virgin to be timid, perturbed at the approach of men, and troubled at their salutation. Here is an example of modesty for women to study. She was alone in her chamber, she who would not be seen by men, and an Angel alone discovers her there. She was alone with neither com- panion not witness, when the Angel saluted her, so that their converse could not be basely interpreted. 

( Rejoice with me, tall ye that love the Lord, for although I was lowly I pleased the Most High. * And from my womb I have brought forth God and man. 

( All generations shall call me blessed, for the Lord hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. And from. 

In Lent Lesson xij. from the Homily of the Feria with its (, but after Easter is said the following:

Lesson xij 

N

OW this mystery was not to be entrusted to men, but was to issue from the mouth of an Angel. To-day is heard for the first time: The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee. It is both heard and believed. Then she says: Behold the handmaid of the Lord: let it happen to me according to thy word. How humble she is! How she consecrates herself! She who is chosen to be the Mother of the Lord calls herself his handmaid, instead of exalting herself at the unexpected promise. 

( Rejoice, O Virgin Mary, thou hast mightily destroyed all heresies, because thou didst believe the words of the Archangel Gabriel. * When thou, a Virgin, didst give birth to God and Man, thou remainest a Virgin for ever, alleluia. 

( Blessed art thou, who didst believe; for there shall be a performance of those things which were told thee from the Lord.  When  thou. Glory be. When  thou. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke Ch. 1. 26-38 

A

T that time: The angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. And Mary said, Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy  word.   

AT LAUDS, and through the Hours,

Antiphon 1. The Angel * Gabriel was sent to Mary, a Virgin espoused to Joseph.   Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest.

Antiphon 2. Hail Mary * thou that art full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.  
Antiphon 3.  Fear not, Mary, * for thou hast found favour with the Lord: behold, thou shalt conceive, and bring forth a Son. 

Antiphon 4.  The Lord shall give unto him * the throne of his father David, and he shall reign for ever. 
Antiphon 5. Behold the handmaid of the Lord * be it unto me according to thy word. 

Chapter                                                                                                           Isaiah 1 

B

EHOLD, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 

Hymn E.H. 215  O gloriosa, as on Feasts of the B.V. Mary. 
( Hail, Mary, full of grace. ( The Lord is with thee. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon. How shall this be, * O Angel of God, seeing I know not a man? Hearken, O Virgin Mary; The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who wast pleased that thy Word should take flesh of the womb of the blessed Virgin Mary at the message of an Angel: grant to thy humble servants; that we who believe her to be truly the Mother of God may be aided by her intercession in thy sight. Through the same. 
And Commemoration is made of the Octave where it is privileged, and of the Feria in Lent

AT TERCE

Antiphon. Hail, Mary

Chapter Behold, a virgin, as above. 

( In thy grace, and in thy beauty.   ( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.
AT SEXT

Antiphon. Fear not, Mary.
Chapter                                                                                                            Luke 1 

T

HE Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

Short  as in the Common.

( God shall help her with his countenance. 

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed.  

AT NONE

Antiphon. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.

Chapter                                                                                                       Isaiah 11 

T

HERE shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him. 

Short ( as in the Common.  

( God hath chosen her and preferred her.   

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle.

AT VESPERS

All as above in first Vespers.

( Hail Mary, full of grace. ( The Lord is with thee. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  The Angel Gabriel * spake unto Mary, saying: Hail, thou that art full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women. .
Commemoration of the Octave, and of the Feria in Lent

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-sixth of March

Sixth day within the Octave

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon.  Benedict * grew in the grace of God day by day, so that, being prevented with the spirit of prophecy, he foretold things to come.  
Ferial Psalms

Blessing. May he bless us who liveth and reigneth for ever and ever.

From the second book of Dialogues of Pope S. Gregory.

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 8

T

HE holy man, changing his place, did not for all that change his enemy. For afterward he endured so much the more grievous battles, by how much he had now the master of all wickedness fighting openly against him. For the town, which is called Cassino, standeth upon the side of an high mountain, which containeth, as it were in the lap thereof, the foresaid town, and afterward so riseth in height the space of three miles, that the top thereof seemeth to touch the very heavens: in this place there was an ancient chapel in which the foolish and simple country people, according to the custom of the old gentiles, worshipped the god Apollo. Round about it likewise upon all sides, there were woods for the service of the devils, in which even to that very time, the mad multitude of infidels did offer most wicked sacrifice. The man of God coming thither, beat in pieces the idol, overthrew the altar, set fire to the woods, and in the temple of Apollo, he built the oratory of St. Martin, and where the altar of the same Apollo was, he made an oratory of St. John: and by his continual preaching, he brought the people dwelling in those parts to embrace the faith of Christ.

Blessing. May our glorious Father whose Feast we are keeping intercede for us to the Lord.

Lesson ij                                                                                                           Ch 11

A

GAIN, as the monks were making of a certain wall somewhat higher, because that was requisite, the man of God in the meantime was in his cell at his prayers. To whom the old enemy appeared in an insulting manner, telling him, that he was now going to his monks, that were a-working: whereof the man of God, in all haste, gave them warning, wishing them to look unto themselves, because the devil was at that time coming amongst them. The message was scarce delivered, when as the wicked spirit overthrew the new wall which they were a building, and with the fall slew a little young child, a monk, who was the son of a certain courtier. At which pitiful chance all were passing sorry and exceedingly grieved, not so much for the loss of the wall, as for the death of their brother: and in all haste they sent this heavy news to the venerable man Benedict. § He commanded them to bring unto him the young boy, mangled and maimed as he was, which they did, but yet they could not carry him any otherwise than in a sack: for the stones of the wall had not only broken his limbs, but also his very bones. Being in that manner brought unto the man of God, he bad them to lay him in his cell, and in that place upon which he used to pray; and then, putting them all forth, he shut the door, and fell more instantly to his prayers than he used at other times. And O strange miracle! for the very same hour he made him sound, and as lively as ever he was before; and sent him again to his former work, that he also might help the monks to make an end of that wall, of whose death the old serpent thought he should have insulted over Benedict, and greatly triumphed.

In Lent, Blessing. May the Gospel Lection be to us salvation and protection. Lesson iij from the occurrent Feria.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. The monk Romanus * met this holy man as he was seeking his hermitage, and when Romanus knew his desire, he both kept his secret and gave him help. .

Ferial Psalme.

Chapter                                                                                                Ecclus. 39, 5

THE righteous man will give his heart to resort early to the Lord that made him, and will pray before the Most High. 

( The righteous shall grow as the lily.

( And flourish for ever in the presence of the Lord.

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who (on this day) didst release thy most venerable Confessor Benedict from the prison-house of the flesh, that thou mightest lift him up to heaven: we beseech thee, grant unto us thy servants who keep this festival the pardon of all our sins; that we, who with glad hearts rejoice in his glory, may at his intercession with thee be made partakers of his everlasting reward. Through. 
__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-seventh of March

Seventh day within the Octave

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. By the power of God, * he was granted this great grace, to behold the whole world gathered together in one ray of the sun.
Psalms of the Feria

From the second book of Dialogues of Pope S. Gregory.

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch 21

A

T another time, there was a great dearth in the same country of Campania: so that all kind of people tasted of the misery: and all the wheat of Bennet's monastery was spent, and likewise all the bread, so that there remained no more than five loaves for dinner. The venerable man, beholding the monks sad, both rebuked them modestly for their pusillanimity, and again did comfort them with this promise: Why, quoth he, are you so grieved in your minds for lack of bread? Indeed, today some want there is, but tomorrow you shall have plenty: and so it fell out, for the next day two hundred bushels of meal was found in sacks before his cell door, which almighty God sent them: but by whom, or what means, that is unknown to this very day: which miracle when the monks saw, they gave God thanks, and by this learned in want, not to make any doubt of plenty.

Lesson ij                                                                     Ch 32

O

NE day Benedict had gone out with the brethren to work in the fields, and a peasant came to the monastery carrying in his arms the dead body of his son, and, in grief and anguish, asked for Father Benedict. 

 The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. *  And gave him perpetual glory. 

 The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave

Lesson vj

W

HEN he was told that the Father was still in the fields, he straightway laid the lifeless body at the monastery gate, and, beside himself with grief, rushed in frenzied haste to find the venerable Father. By that time the man of God was already returning from the fields with the brethren. As soon as the bereaved peasant saw him, he began to callout, Give me back my son! Give me back my son! ¶ At his cry the man of God stood still, saying, Surely I have not taken away your son? And he answered, He is dead, come, and revive him! As soon as the servant of God heard this he was greatly disturbed, and said, Go away, brethren, go away, these things are not for us, but pertain to the holy Apostles. Why would you lay on our shoulders burdens which we are unable to bear? But the man, urged on by his great grief, persisted in his plea, vowing that he would not go away until his son had been brought to life. Then the servant of God asked, saying, Where is he? And the peasant answered, Behold, his body lies at the monastery gate. When the man of God arrived there with the brethren, he knelt, and lay upon the little body of the child; then, raising himself he stretched out his hands to heaven, saying, Regard not my sins, O Lord, but the faith of this man, who asks that his son may be restored to life, and give thou again to this little body the life that thou hast taken away. The words of his prayer had hardly been spoken, when, at the returning of the soul, the little body of the boy trembled, and before the eyes of all present, was seen to shake with a great quivering. Whereupon Benedict took the child by the hand, and gave him to his father, alive and well.  
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. The holy Father, * the piercing gaze of whose eyes seemed to hold the brightness of lightning, beheld the soul of Germanus, Bishop of Capua, carried by Angels into heaven in a globe of fire. Ferial Psalms.

Vespers of the Octave as in first Vespers of the Feast, with commemoration of the feria in Lent.

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH OF MARCH

OCTAVE OF OUR HOLY FATHER BENEDICT

DOUBLE

All as on the day of the feast, except the Lessons of the ij. and iij. Nocturns.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the second book of Dialogues of Pope S. Gregory.

Lesson v                                                                                                           Ch 35

T

HE man of God, Benedict, being diligent in watching, rose early before the time of matins (his monks being yet at rest) and came to the window of his chamber where he offered up Manuscript illustrationhis prayers to almighty God. Standing there, all of a sudden in the dead of the night, as he looked forth, he saw a light that banished away the darkness of the night and glittered with such brightness that the light which shone in the midst of darkness was far more clear than the light of the day.During this vision a marvelously strange thing followed, for, as he himself afterward reported, the whole world, gathered together, as it were, under one beam of the sun, was presented before his eyes. While the venerable father stood attentively beholding the brightness of that glittering light, he saw the soul of Germanus, Bishop of Capua, in a fiery globe, carried up by Angels into heaven.

( O greatly  to be praised are the glorious merits of holy Benedict: when for Christ's sake he despised his fatherland and the pomp of the world, he attained the dwelling place of all the blessed. * And was made a partaker of eternal rewards. 

( He possesses a splendid place among the choirs of Confessors and contemplates the very Fount of all good things.  And was. 

Lesson vj 
T

HEN, desiring to have some witness of this notable miracle, he called Servandus the Deacon with a very loud voice two or three times by his name. Servandus, troubled at such an unusual crying out by the man of God, went up in all haste.  Looking out the window he saw nothing else but a little remnant of the light, but he wondered at so great a miracle.The man of God told him all that he had seen in due order. In the the town of Cassino, he commanded the religious man, Theoprobus, to dispatch someone that night to the city of Capua, to learn what had become of Germanus their Bishop. This being done, the messenger learned that the reverent prelate had departed this life. Enquiring curiously the time, the messenger discovered that he died at the very instant in which the man of God beheld him ascending up to heaven.

(. Holy Benedict three days later, in his cell, lifted up his eyes to heaven, and saw the soul of his sister already gone forth from the body * Ascend into the secret places of heaven in the likeness of a dove. 

( Rejoicing with her in her glory so great, he gave thanks to Almighty God in hymns of praise, and announced her passing to the brethren.  Ascend. 

Lesson vij

.                              Ch 37
I

N the year that was to be his last, the man of God foretold the day of his holy death to a number of his disciples. In mentioning it to some who were with him in the monastery, he bound them to strict secrecy. Some others, however, who were stationed elsewhere he only informed of the special sign they would receive at the time of his death. Six days before he died, he gave orders for his tomb to be opened. Almost immediately he was seized with a violent fever that rapidly wasted his remaining energy. Each day his condition grew worse until finally, on the sixth day, he had his disciples carry him into the chapel where he received the Body and Blood of our Lord to gain strength for his approaching end. Then, supporting his weakend body on the arms of his brethren, he stood with his hands raised to heaven and, as he prayed, breathed his last. 

( At midnight  the man of God, continuing in vigils and fervent prayer, saw as under one .ray of the sun * The whole world gathered together. 

( For to him who beholds the Creator every created thing is small.  The whole. 

Lesson viij
T

HAT day two monks, one of them at the monastery, the other some distance away, received the very same revelation.  They both saw a magnificent road covered with rich carpeting and glittering with thousands of lights. From his monastery it stretched eastward in a straight line until it reached up into heaven. And there in the brightness stood a man of majestic appearance, who asked them, if they knew who passed this way: and they replied, that they did not. He told them, This is the road taken by blessed Benedict, the Lord's beloved, when he went to heaven.Thus, while the brethren who were with Benedict witnessed his death, those who were absent knew about it through the sign he had promised them. His body was laid to rest in the Chapel of St. John the Baptist, which he had built to replace the altar of Apollo. And in that cave, in which he formerly lived, even until now, if the faith of those praying requires, he shines with miracles.

( The holy Father, the piercing gaze of whose eyes seemed to hold the brightness of lightning, beheld the soul of  Germanus, Bishop of Capua, * Carried by Angels into heaven in a globe of fire. 

( And so it was, for when one was sent to the most reverend man Germanus, he found that he was already dead.  Carried by. Glory be.  Carried by. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon. Let us praise * with prophetic songs Benedict, who shone with prophecy as much as with grace of doctrine. 

Canticle Blessed is the man, with the rest.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Lesson ix                                                                                                          Ch.19

A

T that time: Peter said unto Jesus: Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?  And the rest. 

Homily of S. John Chrysostom                                          Homily on Romans Ch 3 
I

F we do not receive an hundredfold here,  it is because we do not give back as much to him,  who can give so much. For tell me, I ask, how much did Peter give? Did not the net break, but also the rod and hook? But in exchange did not God open to him the houses of the whole world, and both land and sea; and grant that all should invite hime into their homes, indeed should sell what was theirs, and bring it to his feet, put money in his hands:  for such was their daring: and give him so much honour together with generosity?

 Benedict, thou most holy Confessor of Christ, thou father and guide of monks: *  Intercede for us and for the salvation of all men. 

  Assist thy devout people with thy holy intercession, that, aided by thy prayers, they may  be able to attain to the heavenly kingdom.  Intercede. 

Lesson x

T

HOU wilt say: but he was Peter. What then, my good man? These things were not promised to Peter only; for he did not say: And thou, O Peter, shalt receive alone; but, Whosoever  shall leave houses or brethren, shall receive an hundredfold. Because he is not a respector of persons but rahter wiehgs things truly. For God shows grace, both when he owes us and when he pays.  

( In the same year that he was about to depart from this life, while some of his disciples were talking with him, and some remained afar off, * He foretold the day of his most holy death. 

(. Indicating to those present that they should veil with silence those things which they had heard; and indicating to those absent what manner of sign he would make to them, when his soul would depart from his body. He foretold. 

Blessing.  May our glorious Father, whose feast we are keeping, intercede for us to the Lord.

Lesson xj

B

UT  God regards his creditors more liberally than them who have given him nothing in return: and to whom he owes more, them he loves more. Wherefore if thou wilt enter a perpetual friendship with him, see that he owes thee much. For just as a creditor does not delight in his debtors, so is Christ with his creditors: for he flees them to whom he owes nothing: but to whom he owes, to them he hastens most.

( On the sixth day he caused himself to be carried by his disciples into the oratory, where he fortified himself for his death with the Sacraments of the Lord, * And breathed forth his soul in the arms of his disciples. 

( While for many days sickness had prostrated him, he stood up with hands uplifted to heaven. And breathed.  

In Lent, Lesson xij from the occurrent Feria, othersise

Lesson xij

T

HEREFORE  moving every stone, let us take care to have Christ as our debtor: for the present time is the time of  lending at interest. For now, it is clear, Christ is placed in poverty: if now thou give him nothing in exchange for what thou hast, certainly when thou shalt depart hence,  he will have need of nothing: for here he is hungry, here he is thirsty: take care therefore that thou despise him not.

( A way stretched eastwards from his cell straight up to heaven; a man of noble bearing and venerable appearance stood above it, and asked, Whose was the path that they saw: * They declared that they did not know, alleluia. 

( To whom he said: This is the way by which Benedict, beloved of the Lord, went up to heaven. They declared; Glory be. They declared.

Gospel as on the Feast. Commemoration of the Feria on Lauds and Vespers.

_________________________________________________________________

FRIDAY AFTER PASSION SUNDAY

THE FEAST OF THE SEVEN SORROWS

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

GREATER DOUBLE

If on this feria there occur a Feast of higher rite or dignity, then the Feast of the Seven Sorrows is to be translated to the Saturday immediately following, notwithstanding that on the said day there occur a Feast of equal but not higher rank;  and if it cannot be translated to the Saturday,  it shall be omitted.

AT VESPERS
Antiphon 1.  I will get me * to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of incense.   Psalm 116, vv.10-16, Credidi
Antiphon 2. My beloved * is white and ruddy: the looks or his head are as royal purple,   bound in tresses.  Psalm 120 Ad Dominum  

Antiphon 3.  Whither * is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women? whither is thy beloved turned aside? Psalm 140  Eripe me
Antiphon 4.  Stay me with flagons, * comfort me with apples; for I am sick of love.  Psalm 142 Voce mea.

Chapter                                                                                                         Isaiah 53

W

HO hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground.  

Short (  He hath made me * Desolate. He hath. ( And faint all the day.  Desolate.  Glory be.  He hath.

           Hymn. E.H. 1l5                                       Stabat mater dolorosa                                   
  At the Cross her station keeping,                  3 Who on Christ's dear Mother gazing, 

   Stood the mournful Mother weeping,               In her trouble so amazing, 

   Close to Jesus at the last,                                   Born of woman. would not weep?

   Through her soul, of joy bereaved,                   Who on Christ's dear Mother thinking, 

   Bowed with anguish, deeply grieved,               Such a cup of sorrow drinking, 

   Now at length the sword hath passed.               Would not share her sorrow deep? 

2 O, that blessed one, grief-laden,                     4 For his people's sins, in anguish,     

   Blessed Mother, blessed Maiden,                     There she saw the victim languish, 

   Mother of the all-holy One;                               Bleed in torments, bleed and die.

   O that silent, ceaseless mourning,                     Saw the Lord's Anointed taken; 

   O those dim eyes, never turning                        Saw her Child in death forsaken; 

   From that wondrous, suffering Son.                  Heard his last expiring cry.                                      

5 In the Passion of my Maker,

                                                   Be my sinful soul parlaker, 

                                                   May I bear with her my part; 

                                                   Of his Passion bear the token, 

                                                   In a spirit bowed and broken 

                                                   Bear his death within my heart.                           Amen. 

( Pray for us, O sorrowful Virgin. 

( That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Simeon * said unto Mary, Yea, a sword shall pierce through thine own soul also.  

COLLECT

O

 GOD, in whose passion, according to the prophecy of Simeon, a sword of sorrow did pierce the most sweet soul of the glorious Virgin Mother Mary: mercifully grant; that we, who devoutly call to mind the suffering whereby she was pierced, may by the glorious example and prayers of all the Saints who have faithfully stood  beneath the Cross, obtain with gladness the blessed effects of thy passion. Who livest. 

For commemoration of the Feria, unless it be translated to the following day.

Antiphon. With desire I have desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.

( Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil man. 

( And preserve me from the wicked man.

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy people : that by thy great goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul. Through.

At Compline and the Hours at the end of the Hymn 

All honour, laud, and glory be,

                                         O Jesu,Virgin-born, to thee. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory. As we remember the sorrows of the glorious Virgin: * O come, let us worship the Lord who suffered for us. Psalm Venite

                   Hymn E. H. 115                                     Sancta Mater   

6  May his wounds both wound and heal me,    7 Jesu, may thy Cross defend me, 

    He enkindle, cleanse, anneal me,                       And thy saving death befriend me,  

    Be his Cross my hope and stay.                         Cherished by thy deathless grace; 

    May he, when the mountains quiver,                 When to dust my dust returneth, 

    From that flame which burns for ever               Grant a soul that to thee yearneth

    Shield me on the judgement day.                       In thy Paradise a place.              Amen. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. The kings of the earth * stand up and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his Anointed. Psalm 2 Quare fremuerunt 

Antiphon. I did call * upon the Lord with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill. Psalm 15 Domine, quis. 

Antiphon. My heart * also in the midst of my body is even like melting wax. Psalm 13 Usquequo 

Antiphon. Mine enemies * speak evil of me; when shall he die and his name perish? Psalm 41 Beatus qui 

Antiphon. O God, * thou tellest my flittings, put my tears into thy bottle. Psalm 56 Miserere mei Deus
Antiphon. I lie * among the children of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword. Psalm 57 Miserere mei Deus, miserere mei. 

( He hath made me desolate. ( And faint all the day. 

From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

Lesson j                                                                                                      Ch. 53

W

HO hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

(  Stay me with flagons, comfoprt me with apples: * For I am sick of love.

(  His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me.  For I.

Lesson ij 
S

URELY he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 

( My beloved is white and ruddy. He is altogether lovely. * All his appearance  speaks of love, and provokes love in return: his head is inclined, his hands are stretched out, and his side is opened. 

( O Virgin, who didst look on him tenderly, and didst see, not only his wounds, but also that the world was saved. All his. 

Lesson iij

A

LL we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yea, he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep hefore her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my peoplc was he stricken. And he madc his grave with the wickcd, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

( His hands are like rings, pierced with the points of the nails, * Set with the price of man's salvation, as it were with jacinths. 

( He had horns coming out of his hand, and there was the hiding of his power. For his hands are. Set with. 

Lesson iv 

Y

ET it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and madc intercession for the transgressors. 

( Jesus loved John, * For his special mark of chastity made him worthy of greater love. * He chose him for a virgin unto himself, and he remaineth a virgin for ever. 

( At the end, when he was dying upun the cross, he committed his Mother to him as virgin to virgin. For his. Glory be. He chose. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. They shoot out * their arrows, even bitter words, that they may privily shoot at him that is perfect. Psalm 64 Exaudi Deus 

Antiphon. The Lord's passion * grieved with exceeding sorrow his Mother who was deeply moved by her mortal bereavement. Psalm 70 Deus in adjutorium
Antiphon. The blade * of the soldier's spear pierced both the side of the Saviour and the soul of the Virgin. Psalm 82  Deus stetit

Antiphon. I have been * even as a man that hath no strength, free among the dead. Psalm 88 Domine Deus salutis 

Antiphon. He hath filled * me with bitterness, and made me drunken with wormwood. Psalm 109 Deus laudem meam
( My face is swollen with weeping. ( And on my eyelids is the shadow of death.

In place of the Sermon by Bernard of Clairvaux, which is not given here, may be read the Sermon by S.John Chrysostom,The Son of God, from the Common of Feasts of the B.V. Mary. 

(v. There was darkness when the Jews crucified Jesus, and about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice: My God, why hast thou forsaken me? * And he bowed his head and gave up the ghost. 

( What feeling is now thine, O Virgin, on beholding such things? And he. 

( vj. They shoot out their arrows, even bitter words: * That they may privily shoot at him that is perfect.

( He hath filled me with bitterness,and made me drunken with wormwood. That they.

( vij. The Lord's passion * Grieved with exceeding sorrow his Mother who was deeply moved by her mortal bereavement. 

( The blade of the soldier's spear pierced both the side of the Saviour and the soul of the Virgin Mother. Grieved. 

( viij. O that thou wert as my brother that sucked the breasts of my mother! and that, by cleaving unto thy side, thy blood might touch and cleanse my blood: * That thy well of water which floweth from the fountain of the True of Heart, through the veins of good works, may at the last spring up into everlasting life. 

( Thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side. That thy.  Glory be.  That thy. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

 On the Canticles, Antiphon. I am distressed * for thee, my Son, very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women.

Canticle Domini, audivi, with the rest in the Psalter.

( O God, my life have I declared unto thee. 

( Thou hast put my tears in thy sight.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to John
Lesson ix                                                                                                      Ch. 19 

A

T that time: There stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                             Homily 119 on John 

T

HIS surely is the hour of which Jesus, when about to turn water into wine, had said to his Mother: Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come. This was then the hour, at that time not yet come, the hour in which it would be right for him, being at the point to die, to acknowledge her of whom he was in mortal manner born. At that time therefore, being about to work as God, her who was the Mother not of his Godhead but of his infirmity, he repulsed as one unknown: but now already suffering as man, with man's affections he commended her of whom he was made man. For at that time, he that created Mary was making himself known by power; but now, that to which Mary had given birth was hanging upon the cross. Here then a subjcct of morals comes in. He is doing that which he admonishes to be done, and by his own example hath, as the Good Teacher, instructed his own, that it is the duty of pious sons to have a care of their parents: as though the wood on which were fixed the members of him that was dying, were even the chair of the master that was teaching. 

( I am distressed  for thee, my son Jesus, very pleasant hast thou been unto me; thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women: * For even as a mother loveth her only son, so loved I thee. 

( My life is waxen old with heaviness, and my years with mourning. For even. 

Lesson x 
O

UT of this sound doctrine had Paul the Apostle learned that which he taught, when he said: But if any provide not for his own, and chiefly for them of his own household, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel. And what so pertains to one's own household, as parents to sons, or sons to parents? Of this most wholesome precept, I say, the Master of the Saints was setting an example in his own practice, when, not as God for the servant whom he had created and was ruling, but as man for the mother of whom he was born and whom he was leaving, he provided another to be, in some sort, a son to her in his stead. 

( Mother, fount of love, O teach me, how thy sorrows deep may reach me, that with thee I may lament: * That we nlay perceive the fruit of the Lord's Passion. 

( That as thy Son Jesus died and rose again for us, so we also who have died with 

him, may rise again with him. That we. 

Blessing  May the Virgin of virgins whose Feast we are keeping intercede for us to the Lord.

Lesson xj

F

OR why he did thus, that which follows shews: the Evangelist, namely, saith: And from that hour that disciple took her unto which he might receive unto his own: by, That disciple: meaning himself. For in this way he is wont to make mention of himself, that Jesus loved him: Who we know, loved them all, but him above the rest and with a more familiar love: insomuch that at their common meal he caused him to lie on his bosom: I suppose that he might thereby more loftily enhance the excellency of this present Gospel which he would preach through that disciple.  But to what, His own, did John receive the Mother of the Lord? For it cannot be supposed that he was not of the number of them who said to him: Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. True, but among them it was said to him also: Whoso shall forgo these for my sake, shall receive in this world an hundredfold as much. That disciple had therefore an hundredfold more than he had forgone, the Mother of him who had bestowed the same. But then this hundredfold more which blessed John received, he received in that society, in which, No man said that any thing was his own, but they had all things common; as it is written in the Acts of the Apostles. For in that way were the Apostles, As men having nothing and possessing all things. 

( Mine eyes do fail with tears since he who was my consolation hath been put far from me. See, all ye people: * If there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow. 

( Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by, behold, and see.  If there be. 

Blessing By the words of the Gospel may our sins be blotted out. 

Lesson xij. will be the following, unless this feast is to be translated to the following day.

 The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John

Lesson j                                                                                             Ch. 11, 47-54 

A

T that time: The chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council against Jesus, and said, What do we? For this man doeth many miracles. And the rest.

Homily by S, Augustine, Bishop                                                Homily 49 on John 

T

HE chief priests and Pharisees gathered a council, and said, What do we? And yet they said not, Let us believe. For these lost undone men thought more how they might do him hurt to his undoing, than how they might consult their own interests, that they might not themselves be undone: and yet they feared, and did in a sort consult. For they said, What do we? For this man doeth many miracles, If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation. They feared to lose their temporal things; eternal life they thought not of, and so lost both.

( How are they increased that trouble me, that say of my soul, There is no help for him in his God. * Arise, O Lord: save me, O my God. 

( Lest mine enemy say: I have prevailed against him. Arise. How are they.

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S.John                 Ch. 19. 25-27 

A

T that time: There stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 

AT LAUDS, and through the Hours,

Antiphon 1.  I will get me * to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of incense.   Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit, and the rest. 

Antiphon 2. My beloved * is white and ruddy: the looks or his head are as royal purple,   bound in tresses.    

Antiphon 3.  Whither * is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women? whither is thy beloved turned aside?
Antiphon 4. A bundle of myrrh * is my beloved unto me; he shall lie all night between my breasts.    

Antiphon 5.  Stay me with flagons, * comfort me with apples; for I am sick of love. 

Chapter                                                                                                        Isaiah 53 

W

HO hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground. 

Short ( O God, my life * I have declared unto thee. O God.

( Thou hast put my tears in thy sight. I have declared. Glory be. O God.

Hymn.    Virgo virginum præclara     
8 Virgin, virgins all excelling,                            9 Let thy Son's wounds penetrate me:

   Spurn me not, my prayer repelling:                    Let the Cross inebriate me

   Make me weep and mourn with thee                  And his own most precious blood

   So Christ's death within me bearing,                  Lest in flames I burn and perish,

   Let me, in his Passion sharing,                           On the judgment day, O cherish 

   Keep his wounds in memory.                             And defend me, Virgin good. 

10 Christ, whene'er this world shall leave me,

                                         Through thy Mother then receive me

                                         To the palm of victory. 

                                        When the bonds of flesh are riven, 

                                         Glory to my soul be given 

                                         In thy paradise with thee.                             Amen. 

( Pray for us, O sorrowful Virgin. 

( That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon. When Jesus therefore * saw his Mother standing by the cross, and the disciple whom he loved, he saith unto his Mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith  he to the disciple, Behold thy mother.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, in whose passion, according to the prophecy of Simeon, a sword of sorrow did pierce the most sweet soul of the glorious Virgin Mother Mary: mercifully grant; that we, who devoutly call to mind the suffering whereby she was pierced, may by the glorious example and prayers of all the Saints who have faithfully stood beneath the Cross, obtain with gladness the blessed effects or thy passion. Who livest and reignest with God the Father.. 

For commemoration of the Feria. 

Antiphon. Now the feast day of the Jews * drew nigh; and the chief priests soughtt how they might kill Jesus, but they feared  the  people. 

( Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil man. 

( And preserve me from the wicked man.

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, mercifully to pour thy grace into our hearts: that we, who by willing chastisement do restrain our sins, may in such wise mortify ourselves in this life, that we be not delivered unto everlasting punishments. Through. 

AT PRIME

Antiphon. I will get me.
At the Close of the Chapter is said the Chapter of None Who shall declare. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. My beloved.

Chapter Who hath believed, as above. 

( My face is swollen with weeping.

( And on my eyelids is the shadow of  death.

AT SEXT

Antiphon. Whither. 

Chapter                                                                                                        Isaiah 53 

H

E was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.

( O God, my life I have declared unto thee. 

( Thou hast put my tears in thy sight.

AT NONE

Antiphon. Stay me with flagons.
Chapter                                                                                                        Isaiah 53

W

HO shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

( Pray for us, O sorrowful Virgin. 

( That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

IN II VESPERS

All as in first. 

( Pray for us, O sorrowful Virgin. 

( That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. When Jesus therefore * saw his Mother standing by the cross, and the disciple whom he loved, he saith unto his Mother,Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother.  
And commemoration is made of the Feria. 

Antiphon. The chief priests consulted how they might take Jesus and kill him; but they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar  among the   people. 

( Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil man. 

( And preserve me from the wicked man.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we, who seek the grace of thy protection, may be delivered from all evils and serve thee with a quiet mind. Through.
__________________________________________________________________







