( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Jesus came down with them, from the Common of Many Martyrs, in the 2nd place.

In second Vespers, from the Chapter it is said of S. Agnes, V.M.

¶ When Septuagesima Sunday falls on the 20th January, then the whole of Vespers is said of S. Agnes. Antiphon. When Agnes came, with the rest from Lauds. The Sunday Psalms, with Commemoration of the Sunday.

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-FIRST OF  JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S. AGNES, VIRGIN AND MARTYR

 DOUBLE

AT  VESPERS

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus. 51

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour. I do give praise unto thy name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast 

preserved my body from destruction. 

Short (, God shall help, Hymn E.H. 192  Jesu corona, ( In thy grace, from the Common of Virgins. 

At Magnificat, Antiphon. Blessed Agnes * prayed with outstretched hands in the midst of the flames: I pray to thee, the almighty adorable Father, worthy of fear and worship, since  through thy holy Son I have escaped the threats of the blaspheming tyrant, and  have passed by an immaculate way through the filthiness of the flesh: and behold, I come unto thee,  whom I have loved, whom I have sought, whom I have always hoped for.  
COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost choose the weak things of the world to confound those things that are strong: mercifully grant, that we who keep the feast of blessed Agnes thy Virgin and Martyr, may feel the succour of her intercession in thy sight. Through.

Then  commemoration is made of the holy Martyrs  Fabian and Sebastian,

Antiphon The souls of the Saints, ( Let the Saints. 
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COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear thy people, O Lord,who call upon thee with the advocacy of thy Saints: and grant us both to rejoice in peace in this temporal life; and to find succour unto life everlasting. Through. 
At Matins, Invitatory. The Lord, the King of the Virgins, O come, let us worship. . 

Hymn. E.H. 191 Virginis Proles, from the Common of Virgins.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. Depart from me, O food of death, for I am now prevented by another lover. Psalm 1 Beatus vir, with the rest from the Common of a Confessor Bishop.   

Antiphon. My right hand and my neck hath he encircled with precious stones, and hath given priceless pearls to my ears. Psalm 2. Quare fremuerunt
Antiphon. He hath put a sign on my face, that I may admit no lover but him. Psalm 3  Cum invicarem

Antiphon.The Lord hath clothed me in a robe of wrought gold, and adorned me with priceless jewels. Psalm 4. 

Antiphon. Honey and milk have I received from his mouth, and his blood hath adorned my cheeks. Psalm 5.                    
Antiphon. The Virgin of Christ * is not shaken by terror, nor seduced by favours. Psalm 11 Domino confido 

(In thy grace and in thy beauty. ( Go forth, ride prosperously,and reign.  

Lessons of the first Nocturn, I will thank thee, from the Common of Virgins in the ij. place. 

( j. Let us celebrate the feast day of the most holy virgin, let us call to mind how blessed Agnes suffered: in the thirteenth year of her age she lost death and found life: * for she loved the author of life alone.

( Infancy in years was ascribed to her indeed, but she was exceeding old in mind. For she.

( ij. My right hand and my neck hath he encircled with precious stones, and hath given priceless pearls to my ears: * and hath surrounded me with bright and sparkling jewels.

( He hath put a sign on my face, that I may admit no lover but him.  And hath. 

( iij. I love Christ, I shall enter into his chamber, whose mother is a virgin, whose father knoweth no woman, who singeth to me with sweet voice: * Whom when I love, I am chaste: when I touch, I am pure: when I receive him, I am a virgin.

( He hath betrothed me with the ring of his faithfulness, and adorned me with priceless jewels. Whom when. Glory be to the Father. Whom when. 
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IN THE SECOND NOCTURN.
Antiphon.Christ hath crowned me * with flowers and with sparkling jewels. Psalm 15  Domine, quis

Antiphon. I am betrothed * to him whom the Angels serve, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. Psalm 45 Eructavit, with the following from the Common of Virgins.

Antiphon.His body and mine * are already joined together, and his blood is red on my cheeks.  Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium
Antiphon. To him alone * I keep faith, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. Psalm 85 Magnus Dominus
Antiphon. Standing at her right hand, * a Lamb whiter than snow, Christ consecrated her his Bride and martyr. Psalm  86 Benedixisti Domine.
Antiphon. To him alone * I keep faith, to him I commit myself with all devotion.
Psalm 87. Fundamenta ejus. 

( God shall help her with his countenance.

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed.

From the book of S. Ambrose, Bishop, on Virgins. 

Lesson v                                                                                                        Book 1

T

ODAY is the birthday of a virgin, let us follow her innocence. It is the birthday of a martyr, let us offer sacrifices. It is the birthday of Saint Agnes, let men admire, let children not despair, let the married be amazed, let the unmarried imitate. But what can we say worthy of her, whose very name is not without praise? Devotion beyond her years, virtue above nature: so that it seems to me that she had not a human name, but an oracle of a martyr, which showed what was to come. The name of the virgin is a title of modesty. Long is the praise that is received and is not sought. None is more worthy of praise than one who can be praised by all. There are as many tributes as men, who praise one Martyr so long as they speak. 

( The Lord hath clothed me with a garment of salvation, and hath girded me with a robe of gladness, and as a price he hath set a crown upon my head.

( He hath given priceless pearls to my ears, and hath surrounded me with bright and sparkling jewels. And as. 

Lesson vj

S

HE is said to have become a martyr at thirteen years. How much more detestable the cruelty, that spared not even the tender age: and yet how great the strength of faith, that even from this age found a testimony. In that small body was there room for a wound? And she who had not enough space to receive a sword, was enough to conquer the sword. She stands fearless in the cruel hands of 
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her torturers, erect under the heavy weight of clanking chains, and now she readily offers her body to the sword of the fierce soldier; as yet she knows nothing of death, but she is ready for it, or if she is carried to the altar against her will, she is ready to stretch out her hands to Christ in the midst of the fire and make the sign of the Lord's victory on that sacriligious altar: now they would fasten her neck and hands in iron fetters, but no fetter can clamp such tiny members. 

( Milk and honey have I received from his mouth, * And his blood is red on my cheeks.

( He hath shown me wondrous treasures which he hath promised to give me. And his.

Lesson vij

H

ERE is a strange martyrdom! She is not yet capable of offending, and yet she is mature in victory. It is hard for her to fight, but she easily gains the crown; she achieves the mastery of strength while she bears the limitation of age. Never did bride hasten as eagerly to her wedding as this virgin with quick and eager step went forth to the place of torture. Everyone was weeping; she alone wept not. Many marvelled that she so readily gave the fulness of her life, which she had not yet used, as though it were already spent. All were amazed that she now bore witness for God, while for her own rights she was not yet of age. 

( His body and mine are already joined together, and his blood is red on my cheeks: * his Mother is a Virgin, and his Father knoweth not a woman.

( I am betrothed to him whom the Angels serve, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. His Mother.

Lesson viij 
W

HAT threats did the murderer use to frighten her, what inducements to persuade her, what protestations in the hope of effecting her marriage with him!  But she  said, It is an insult to my Bridegroom to expect me to consent. He who chose me first me first shall receive me. What are you waiting for, executioner? Let my body die, which can be loved by eyes which I do not want. She stood there, and prayed, and bowed her neck. You could see the murderer tremble as though he were the one condemned, you could see the executioner's hand quivering, you could see the faces of the onlookers turn pale in fear of her peril, while she herself was fearless. You have therefore a double martyrdom in one victim, that of purity and that of faith. She both remained a virgin, and achieved martyrdom. 

( Full of grace are thy lips, *  because God hath blessed thee for ever. 
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( In thy grace, and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Because God.. Glory be. Because God. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

At the Canticles, Antiphon. The Lord hath sent *  his Angel to deliver me from the midst of the fire, and I am not burned. Canticle Obaudite me with the  rest.
( God hath chosen her and preferred her.

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

Lessons from the Homily  on the Gospel The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, as in the Common of Virgins. 

( ix  I am betrothed to him whom the Angels serve, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. * I keep my troth to him alone, and commit myself to him with all devotion.

( My right hand and my neck hath he clasped with precious stones, and put priceless pearls in mine ears. I keep. 

( x O Father Almighty, who alone art to be worshipped, feared, and adored, I bless thee, * because through thine Only- begotten Son I have escaped the threats of wicked men, and with unstained foot have passed over the mire of the devil. 

( I confess thee with my lips, with my heart ,and I altogether desire thee. Because thou.  

( xj In thy grace and in thy beauty, * Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

Full of grace are thy lips, because God hath blessed thee for ever. Go forth.
( xij This is a wise virgin, * Who, when the Bridegroom came, took oil in her vessel, and with lighted lamp went in with him to the marriage.

( This is a wise vvirgin, and one of the number of the prudent. Who when. Glory be. Who when.
AT LAUDS, and through the hours 

Antiphon 1.  When Agnes came into the place of shame, she found the Angel of the Lord  already prepared. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit, with the rest. 

Antiphon 2.  For I have with me * an Angel of the Lord, the Guardian of my body.  
Antiphon 3.    With his ring * hath my Lord Jesus Christ betrothed me, and as his bride hath  he crowned me.   
Antiphon 4. I bless thee * O Father of my Lord Jesus Christ: for by thy Son the fire is quenched round about thine handmaid. 
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Antiphon 5. Rejoice with me * and be exceeding glad, because among all these  I have taken  a  throne of glory. 

Chapter                                                                                           Ecclus. 51: 1, 2 

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour: I do give praise unto thy name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction.

Short (. In thy grace Hymn Jesu, Corona Virginum E. H.192, ( Full of grace, as in the Common. 
Antiphon on Benedictus. Lo, that which I desired, * now I  see;  that for which I hoped, I now possess;  I am united in heaven unto him, whom on earth I loved with a perfect devotion. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost choose the weak things of the world to confound those things that are strong: mercifully grant, that we who keep the feast of blessed Agnes thy Virgin and Martyr, may feel the succour of her intercession in thy sight. Through.

AT TERCE

Antiphon. For I have with me. 

Chapter I will thank thee 

( In thy grace and in thy beauty,  (  Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

AT SEXT

Antiphon. With his ring. 

Chapter                                                                                                  Ecclus 51, 3 

T

HOU hast delivered me, according to the multitude of thy mercies and greatness of thy name, from the teeth of them that were ready to devour me, and out of the hands of such as sought after my life, and from the manifold afflictions which I had. 

Short (, as in the Common, p. cxxj
( God shall help her  with his countenance. 

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed.  

AT NONE

Antiphon. Rejoice with me. 

Chapter                                                                                            Ecclus 51: 6, 8 

M

Y soul shall praise the Lord even unto death: for thou deliverest such as wait for thee, and savest them out of the hands of the enemies, O Lord our God. 

(God hath choseh her, and preferred her.  

(He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 
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IN SECOND VESPERS

Antiphon When Agnes, with the rest from Lauds. Psalms  110 Dixit Dominus, 113 Beatus vir, 122 Laudate pueri, 127 Nisi Dominus , as in the Common. 

Chapter I will thank thee, Short (, & Hymn as in first Vespers. 

( Full of grace are thy lips. ( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

Antiphon on Magnificat. While the blessed Agnes was standing * in the midst of the flames, she stretched out her hands, and prayed unto God: Almighty Lord, worthy of all adoration, fear, and worship: I bless thy holy Name, and I glorify thee for ever  and ever. 

 Then commemoration of the following Feast.

Antiphon. Theirs is and ( Be glad and ( And be joyful, as in the Common of many martyrs.

__________________________________________________________________

On the Same Day

ON THE FEAST OF S. MEINRAD, MARTYR

DOUBLE

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God; that we, who devoutly celebrate the birthday of blessed Meimrad thy Martyr, may by his intereession be stablished in the love of thy name. Through.

 In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurrent Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

M

EINRAD, descended from a noble German family, in his first years under his kinsman & teacher Erlebaldus, a man of very great sanctity, in the Monastery of greater Augia made such progress, both in virtue and in letters, that in his twenty- fifth year he was promoted to the dignity of the Diaconate, then of the Priesthood,  and not long after, with the same teacher  and counsellor, now become Abbot after Hatto, he embraced the instution of the Order and gave himself totally to the monastic discipline.  Being now a monk, burning with desire for Divine service and perfection, under the yoke of obedience he led a heavenly life on earth , exerting himself in strenuous fasts, vigils and prayers.

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and   kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.

Lesson vj
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B

UT the Saint was not content with this common discipline of the Monks, even though more severe, and went into the desert, so that he could more freely make room for God alone, and living there for seven years he led a life that was hard, but pleasant and gentle with meditations. To avoid the crowd of true men who  came to him  because of the fame of his sanctity, he sought another place for himself, and found a plain between the mountains, uncultivated  and difficult of access, where he he built himself a little house; and what was left of his lifetime he spent in poverty and harshness of life, devoted to Divine contemplations. And armed with the guard of this piety  he easily eluded the severe attacks of demons; of which he was sometimes surrounded by such a multitude, that they suppressed the light of the sun itself; but soon, obtaining help with heavenly prayers, he so frustrated their attempts, that they never again dares to attack him.
( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not. 

Lesson vij

A

ND when he had spent twenty-six years in the holy desert, certain wicked men, moved by the devil, made a plot to kill him, concerning which the holy man received  heavenly warning, and prepared himself in as holy a manner as possible, and feeding on the banquet of the sacred Eucharist, defended with the shield of faith,  and armed with the most ardent prayers towards God, he bravely offered his head  to his enemies; which they also, approaching him, most atrociously bruised, and, in the year of salvation eight hundred and thirty, and the sixth of the Pontiff Nicolas I,  sacrificed a victim to God; who was indeed shown to be most acceptable by the unexpected miracle of the kindling of innumerable candles around his head,  filling the place where he lay with the sweetest fragrance. 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him 

the water of wisdom to drink. *  And set.

Lesson viij

T

ERRIFIED by these wonders, the authors of  the slaughter ran away as fast as they could; but they did not escape punishment. For they paid the due penalty 
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of  their robbery by being burnt alive by fire, having been betrayed by the cries of the pursuing ravens whom the martyr had fed. Later the body of the holy Martyr was taken to the Monastery  in which he had professed the manastic life, and in the same place buried in an honourable tomb. Some years later a noble Monastery was erected in the place of the martyrdom which is venerable even today in all the world for the memory of the martyr and especially a Chapel Divinely consecrated to the Virgin Mother of God besides for graces and frequent miracles of the same Virgin. 

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, If any man will come after me, from the Common of one Martyr, in the 2nd place..

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-Second of January

SS. Vincent and Anastasius, Martyrs

Semidouble

COLLECT

A

SSIST, O Lord, our supplications: that we, who acknowledge the guilt of our sins, may be delivered by the intercession of thy blessed Martyrs Vincent and Anastasius. Through. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

V

INCENT, born at Huesca in Spain, was an earnest student even as a child. He learned sacred studies from Valerius, Bishop of Saragossa, and even took over his share of preaching the Gospel, since the Bishop could not fulfil his preaching office because of an impediment of speech.  For this reason being reported to Dacian, appointed prefect of the province by Diocletian and Maximianus, Vincent was arrested at Saragossa and brought bound by Dacian to Valencia. 

( Thy Saints, O Lord,have passed a wonderful way, serving thy commandments, 

that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment.

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out, and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson vj
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T

HERE he was tortured with blows and the rack, before many witnesses, and when he could be deterred from his belief neither by any force of torments nor by harsh or soft words, he was placed on a gridiron, burning coals were put 

under him, his flesh torn with iron nails, and burned with glowing plates, again he was taken into the prison to a bed of earthenware fragments, that his naked body, overwhelmed with sleep, might be tormented by the points of the earthenware. 

( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. * That they.

Lesson vij 

B

UT while he was confined in the gloomy prison, an exceedingly bright light arose and illuminated all the cell, which light affected all who were present with the greatest admiration, and the matter was reported by the prison guard to Dacian; who brought him out and put him on a soft bed, and, being unable to draw him to his opinion by torments, tried to seduce him by delights. But the unconquered spirit of Vincent, fortified by the faith and hope of Jesus Christ, conquered all: and overcoming the cruelty of fire, iron and torments, he ascended conqueror to the heavenly crown of Martyrdom, on the 22nd of January. His body, thrown out unburied, was defended wonderfully from birds and a wolf by a raven with its talons, beak, and wings. When he learned of this, Dacian commanded it to be sunk in the deep sea; but even from there it was divinely cast up on the shore, and buried by the Christians.

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints.

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace

Lesson viij 

A

NASTASIUS, a Persian monk, made a pilgrimage to the holy places of Jesusalem in the reign of Emperor Heraclius. At Caesarea in Palestine he steadfastly endured imprmsonment and scourging for the Faith of Christ. Soon after he was afflicted with many tortures by the Persians for the same cause and beheaded together with seventy other Christians by King Chosroes. His relics were first brought to Jerusalem to the monastery in which he had professed the monastic life, then taken to Rome, and placed in the monastery at Aquae Salviae. 

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water 
and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God. 
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( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, When ye shall hear of wars, from the Common of many Martyrs. 

In second Vespers, commemoration of S. Emerentiana, as below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-third of January

S. Emerentiana,Virgin and Martyr

Antiphon, ( and ( from the Common of Virgins,  also the Collect We beseech thee, for a Virgin and Martyr, in the 2nd place. 

At Matins

Lesson iij 

E

MERENTIANA, a Virgin of Rome, a foster-sister of blessed Agnes, while still a catechumen, vehemently accused the worshippers of idols who were raging against the Christians, and was attacked with stones by the enraged multitude. Praying in her torments at the tomb of blessed Agnes, being baptised in her own blood, which she shed bravely for Christ, she gave up her soul to God. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-fourth of January

On the Feast of Saint Timothy, Bishop and Martyr

Semidouble
COLLECT
A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed N. thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

T

IMOTHY was born in Lystra of Lyconia, of a Gentile father and a Jewish mother, and embraced the Christian faith when the Apostle Paul came to that place. Paul was stirred by the widespread fame of Timothy's holiness, and took him to be his companion on his journeys: he circumcised him, because the Jews who were coming over to the Christian faith knew that Timothy's father was a Gentile. When they both came to Ephesus, he was consecrated Bishop by the 

Apostle to govern the Church there. 

( The Lord made him honorable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him 
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safe from those that lay in wait, * And gave him perpetual glory.

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave. 

Lesson vj 

T

HE Apostle wrote two epistles to him: these so strengthened him in the charge of his pastoral duty that he would not suffer sacrifice, due to the One True God alone, to be offered to idols; he attempted to turn the people of Ephesus from this impiety, when they were sacrificing to Diana on her feast day. He was stoned by them, and when nearly dead he was rescued by the Christians, and carried away to a neighbouring mountain, where he fell asleep in the Lord on the 24th of January. 

( O Lord,thou hast given him his heart's desire. * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.

Lesson vij

Homily of S.Augustine, Bishop.                                      Sermon 44 on the Saints.

T

HE day comes round again for our celebration of the triumph of the blessed Martyr Timothy; and the Church, while rejoicing in his glory, urges us to follow in his footsteps; if we share in his sufferings, we shall also share in his glory. In his glorious contest there are two points that are especially worthy of note: namely, the callous brutality of his tormentors, and the unconquerable patience of the Martyr. The brutality of his tormentors, that we may abhor it; the patience of the Martyr, that we may imitate it. Hear the Psalmist crying out against his persecutors: Fret not thyself because of the ungodly, for they shall soon be cut down like the grass. 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory, * and set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. And set.

Lesson viij
B

UT that patience should be shown towards the ungodly, hear the Apostle urging: Patience is necessary for you, that ye may obtain the promises. So the patience of the blessed Martyr is crowned, the evil malice is delivered up to eternal cruel tormentors. The glorious athlete of Christ, having this in mind in his conflict, did not abhor the prison. In imitation of his Head he bore the reproaches, 
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endured the mockings, feared not the scourges; and however many torments he sustained for Christ before his death, so many sacrifices of himself he offered to him. 

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily of Pope S. Gregory on the Gospel, If any man come to me, from the Common of one Martyr out of Eastertide. Vespers of the following. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF JANUARY

CONVERSION OF S. PAUL, APOSTLE

 DOUBLE

 At Vespers, Antiphon I planted, with the rest from Lauds. Psalms of Sunday. 

Chapter                                                                                                            Acts 9 

S

AUL, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues: that, if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 

Short ( Thou shalt make them princes * in all lands. Thou shalt. ( They shall remember thy Name, O Lord. In all lands.  Glory be. Thou shalt make. 
                               Hymn. E.H. 226: 4, 6  Egregie Doctor Paule      

O
 NOBLE Teacher, Paul, we trust to learn of thee

 Both earthly converse and the flight of ecstasy;

                                     Till from the fading truths that now we know in part

                                     We pass to fulness of delight for mind and heart.  

                                2  Now to the glorious Trinity be duly paid 

                                    Worship and honour, praise and service unafraid,

                                    Who in unchanging Unity, one Lord sublime, 

                                   Hath ever lived as now and to unending time.               Amen. 

( Thou art a chosen vessel, O Holy Apostle Paul.

( A preacher of truth in all the world.
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On Magnificat, Antiphon                                                                      Tone vij, 3. 
Go, Ananias, * and seek Saul: for behold he prayeth : for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of      Israel.   
COLLECT
O

 GOD, who by the preaching of blessed Paul the Apostle hast taught the whole world: grant us, we beseech thee; that we, who this day celebrate his conversion, may through his example draw nearer unto thee. Through. 

For commemoration of S. Peter. 
Antiphon  Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, prince of the Apostles, to thee were given the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

( Thou art Peter. ( And upon this rock I will build my Church. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who didst bestow upon thy blessed Apostle Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and didst appoint unto him the high priesthood of binding and loosing: vouchsafe; that by the help of his intercession we may be delivered from the bonds of our iniquities: Who livest. 

Then of S. Timothy. 

Antiphon. He that will come after me, * let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree.

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Timothy thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory..Let us praise our God, * in the conversion of the Doctor of the Gentiles. 

Hymn.  O noble Teacher,  as above at Vespers.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. He that wrought effectually in Peter to the Apostleship, the same was mighty in me towards the Gentiles: and they perceived the grace that was given unto me of Christ the Lord. Psalm 19. Cæli enarrant, as below in the Common of Apostles. 
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Antiphon. I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded, that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day, the just judge. Ps. 34 Benedicam

Antiphon. For me to live is Christ , and to die is gain: it behoveth me to glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ps. 45 Eructavit

Antiphon. Thou art a chosen vessel, O holy Apostle Paul, a preacher of truth in all the world. Ps. 47 Omnes Gentes
Antiphon. Great is Saint Paul the chosen vessel, verily worthy of glory, who also merited to possess the twelfth throne. Ps. 61.  Exaudi Deus deprecationem
Antiphon. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. Ps. 64. Exaudi  Deus orationem
( Their sound is gone out into all the world.

( And their words unto the end of the earth. 

From the Acts of the Apostles. 

Lesson j                                                                                                       Chapter 9 

A

ND Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that is he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I 

am Jesus, whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

( He that wrought effectually in Peter, to the Apostleship, the same was mighty in me towards the Gentiles: * and they perceived the grace of God, that was given unto me.

( The grace of God upon me was not in vain, but his grace remaineth always in me. And. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND he trembling and astonished said, Lord,what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice ,but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth: and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 

( I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: * Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.
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( I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded, that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Henceforth. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, and hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 

( There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness: * which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day.

( I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded, that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Which

Lesson iv

T

HEN Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: for I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 

( For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion: how I profited therein * Above many my equals in mine own nation.

( Being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. Above. Glory be.  Above. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Saul, who is also Paul, the great preacher, being strengthened by God was healed, and confounded the Jews. Psalm 75. Confitebimur

Antiphon. Lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me; for which thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me, and the Lord said unto me, My grace, O Paul, is sufficient for thee. Psalm 97 Cantate. 

Antiphon. There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day. Psalm 99 Dominus regnavit
Antiphon. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck for Christ the Lord. Psalm  98  Cantate

Antiphon. By the grace of God I am what I am: and hois grace which was 
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bestowed upon me was not in vain. Psalm 99 Dominus regnavit

Antiphon. Paul, my grace is sufficient for thee : for my strength  is made perfect in weakness. Psalm 101 Misericordiam

( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands.

( They shall remember thy name, O Lord. 

Sermon of Saint Augustine, Bishop. 

Lesson v                                                                             Sermon 14 on the Saints. 

T

ODAY from the Acts of the Apostles this Lesson is read, where the Apostle Paul from a persecutor of Christians was made a proclaimer of Christ. For Christ cast down the persecutor, to make him the Church's Doctor: wounding him, and healing: killing,and making him alive: the Lamb killed by wolves, and making lambs of wolves. For so it had been foretold in the famous prophecy, when the Patriarch Jacob blessed his sons (touching those present, foreseeing things future) which happened to Paul. 

( Thou art a chosen vessel, o holy Apostle Paul, a preacher of truth in all the world: * Through whom all nations have come to know the grace of God.
( Intercede for us to God, who chose thee. Through whom. 

Lesson vj 
B

UT Paul, as he himself testifies, was of the tribe of Benjamin. But when Jacob, blessing his sons, came to bless Benjamin, he said of him: Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf. What then? A ravening wolf always? Not so; but 'in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.'  This was fulfilled in the Apostle Paul, since it had been said also of him. 

( By the grace of God I am what I am: * and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain, but remaineth always in me. 

( He that wrought effectually in Peter to the Apostleship, the same was mighty in me towards the Gentiles. And. 

Lesson vij

N

OW, if it please you, let us hear him ravening in the morning, and dividing the spoil in the evening. Morning and evening are put, as if to say, before, and after. So, therefore, let us take it: before he is ravening, after he divides the spoil. Behold the ravener. Saul, it says, having received letters from the chief priests, went, that wherever he found Christians, he might drag them to the priests and bring them for punishment. 

( Saul, who is also Paul, the great preacher, * Being strengthened by God was healed, and confounded the Jews.
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( Shewing that this is Christ, the Son of God. Being strengthened.

Lesson viij 

H

E went breathing and panting slaughter, that is, ravening in the morning. For also when Stephen, the first Martyr, was stoned for the name of Christ, most clearly Saul also was present, and so assisted those stoning him, as if it were not enough for him only to stone him with his own hands. For he held their garments 
so as to be in the hands of all those stoning him: more cruel by assisting all, than by stoning with his own hands. We have heard him ravening in the morning, let us see how he divides the spoils at evening. Cast down by the voice of Christ from heaven, and receiving moreover the demand to rave no more, he fell on his face, before to be cast down, after to be raised up: before to be wounded, after to be healed. 

(  I know whom I have believed, and am poersuaded that he is able tokeep that which I have committed unto him * Against that day.

( There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord shall give me. Against.  Glory be. Against. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
On the Canticles, Antiphon. Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves, saith the Lord: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. 

Canticle Vos sacerdotes, with the rest as in the Common of Apostles.

( Right honourable are thy friends unto me, O God.

( Right well is their princedom established. 

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Lesson ix                                                                                           Chapter 19, 27. 

A

T that time : Peter said unto Jesus: Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee: what shall we have therefore? and the rest. 

Homily of the Venerable Bede, Priest. 

T

HAT man is perfect, who going selleth all that he hath, and giveth to the poor and coming followeth Christ: for he shall have no lack of treasure in heaven. Therefore when Peter did well to ask, Jesus said to such :Verily I say unto you, that ye which have followed me, in the regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

( Holy Apostle Paul, preacher of truth, and Doctor of the Gentiles, * Intercede for us to God, who chose thee, that we may be made worthy of the grace of God.

( Thou art a chosen vessel, O holy Apostle Paul, preacher of truth. Intercede for us.
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Lesson x
T

HOSE indeed who labour for his name in this life, he teaches to hope for a reward in the other: that is,in the regeneration, when, it is clear, we shall have been regenerated by rising again to immortal life, who had been born to a fleeting, mortal life. And truly a just return, that they who here for Christ have neglected the glory of  human high estate, there glorified by Christ as judges should sit singly with him, who could be dissuaded by no reason from following his footsteps. 

( In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king desired to apprehend me: * And by the brethren in a basket was I let down by the wall, and thus escaped his hands in the name of the Lord.

( The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ knoweth that I lie not. And by.

Lesson xj 
L

ET no one think that because Mathias was chosen instead of the traitor Judas there will be only twelve Apostles judging then: as there are also not twelve tribes of Israel only to be judged: otherwise the tribe of Levi, which is the thirteenth, will go away unjudged. And shall Paul, who is the thirteenth Apostle, perhaps be excluded from judging, when he himself says: Know ye not, that we are to judge angels, how much the more worldly things? 

( The great and holy Paul is a chosen vessel, verily he is worthy to be glorified * For he was worthy to sit upon the twelfth throne.

( The voice of Christ called to him from heaven, and he fell to the earth, and the persecutor became a chosen vessel.  For he.

Lesson xij
F

OR ye must know, that all, who after the example of the Apostles have forsaken all their possessions, and followed Christ, shall come as judges with him, as also every mortal race is to be judged. For since by the number twelve in the Scriptures totality is commonly meant, by the twelve seats of the Apostles is repsesented the great number of them that judge: and by the twelve tribes of Israel, the totality of them that are to be judged. 

( To me to live is Christ, and to die is gain: * God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of my Lord Jesus Christ.  

( By whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. God forbid. Glory be. God forbid.

Gospel of the Common.
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AT LAUDS, and through the Hours,

Antiphon 1.  I planted, * Apollos watered, but God gave the increase, alleluia.   Psalm  93 Dominus regnavit, with the rest.                                                                              
Antiphon 2. Gladly will I glory * in mine infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon  me. 

Antiphon 3.  The grace of God * which was bestowed upon me was not in vain, but his grace  ever abideth in me. 
Antiphon 4. In Damascus, the governor * under Aretas the king desired to apprehend me:  and by the brethren in a basket was I let down by the wall,   and thus escaped his hands in the name of the Lord.  
Antiphon 5.  Thrice was I beaten with rods, * once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck  for the name of Christ. 
Chapter Saul, as above at Vespers.

 Short ( & Hymn. E.H.176 as in the Common. 

( Thou art a chosen vessel, O holy Apostle Paul.

( A preacher of truth in all the world.

 On Benedictus, Antiphon.  Ye which have followed me, * shall sit upon thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel, saith the Lord. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who by the preaching of blessed Paul the Apostle hast taught the whole world: grant us, we beseech thee; that we, who this day celebrate his conversion, may through his example draw nearer unto thee. Through. 

And Commemoration is made of S. Peter.

Antiphon  Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, prince of the Apostles, to thee were given the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

( Thou art Peter. ( And upon this rock I will build my Church. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who didst bestow upon thy blessed Apostle Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and didst appoint unto him the high priesthood of binding and loosing: vouchsafe; that by the help of his intercession we may be delivered from the bonds of our iniquities: Who livest. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. Gladly will I glory. 

Chapter Saul, as above.

( Their sound is gone out into all the world. 

(And their words unto the end of the earth.  
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AT SEXT

Antiphon The grace of God. 

Chapter                                                                                                 Acts 9, 8-9 

A

ND Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 

( Thou shalt make them princes  in all lands.  

( They shall remember thy name, O Lord.  

AT NONE

Antiphon. Thrice was I beaten with rods. 

Chapter                                                                                                     Acts 9, 22 

B

UT Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. 

( Right honourable are thy friends unto me, O Lord. .

( Right well is their princedom established.  

At Vespers, Antiphon I planted, with the rest of Lauds. Psalms 110 Dixit Dominus, 113 Laudate pueri, 116: 10. Credidi 139 Domine probasti, as in the Common. 

Chapter, Short (, Hymn and ( as above at j Vespers. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. O holy Apostle Paul, * preacher of truth, and Doctor of the Gentiles, intercede  for us to God, who chose thee. 
Then Commemoration is made of S. Peter.

Thou art, as above, and  of S. Polycarp, Antiphon. This is.  ( Thou hast crowned. Collect as below.  

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-SIXTH OF JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT POLYCARP, BISHOP AND MARTYR

Semidouble

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Polycarp, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant; that as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may likewise rejoice in his protection.Through. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
From the book of Saint Jerome, Priest, on Church Writers. 

Lesson v 

P

OLYCARP, a disciple of the Apostle John, and ordained by him Bishop of Smyrna, was chief of all Asia: for he had as teachers, and saw, several of the 
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Apostles and those who had seen the Lord. In the reign of the Emperor Antoninus 

Pius, while Anicetus was ruling the Church in the City, he came to Rome over some questions on the date of Easter: and there he led back to the faith very many of the faithful who had been deceived by the persuasion of Marcion and Valentinus. 

(. The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. 

(. He went down with them into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave. 

Lesson vj

A

ND when Marcion met him by chance, and said: Dost thou know us? he replied: I know the first-born of the devil. Afterwards, in the reign of Marcus Antmninus and Lucius Aurelius Commodus, in the fourth persecution after Nero, while the Proconsul sat at Smyrna, and all the people in the amphitheatre cried out against him, he was delivered to the flames. He wrote a very useful epistle to the Philippians, which to this day is read in the Churches of Asia. 

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips. 

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.

From the Commentary of S. Ambrose, Bishop, on Psalm 118. 
Lesson vij                                                                                                  Sermon 21 

P

RINCES have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy word. Rightly does the Martyr say that he suffers persecution unjustly, for he has committed no robbery, oppressed no man, shed no blood, and had no thought of adultery; he is not liable to the laws, and he is punished more grievously than a robber; he speaks justly, and men will not listen; he speaks words of salvation, and men fight against him, so that he can well say: When I speak unto them thereof, they make them ready for battle.

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory * And set upon his a head a crown of pure gold.  

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. And set.

Lesson viij

T

HUS he suffers persecution without cause, though no sin is laid to his charge, and yet men fight against him; they fight against him as an evil-doer, although in his confession of God he is worthy of praise; they fight against him  as a 
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sorcerer, though all his glory is in the name of the Lord, for that love is the source from which spring all virtues. In truth they fight against him in vain, when they accuse him of impiety amongst the impious and unbelieving, for he is a master in the faith.

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, There is nothing covered, as in the Common of one Martyr. 

Vespers   of the following. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH OF JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM,

BISHOP, CONFESSOR 

DOUBLE
In the Hymn, E.H.188 , Gaining his guerdon on this day receiveth 

                                       Honour and praises.

In both Vespers at Magnificat, Antiphon  O most excellent Doctor, light of Holy Church, blessed John Chrysostom, lover of the divine law, pray for us to the Son of God.

COLLECT

M

ULTIPLY, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy heavenly grace: even as thou didst vouchsafe to adorn her with the glorious deeds and doctrine of blessed John Chrysostom, thy confessor and Bishop. Through. 

Then Commemoration is made of S. Polycarp.

Antiphon. He that will come. ( The righteous. Collect. O God, who makest, as above. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons He will seek out, from the Common of Doctors. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

J

OHN of Antioch, because of the golden river of his eloquence surnamed Chrysostomos, from legal and worldly studies turned to divine letters with the greatest praise for his genius and diligence. And so, being initiated into holy things, and made presbyter of the Church of Antioch, on the death of Nectarius, 
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by the influence of the Emperor Arcadius, he was promoted against his will to the Church of Constantinople. Having taken up this pastoral task, he began to denounce vehemently the depraved morals and the  licentious living of the nobility. From this liberty he suffered great hatred by many. He gravely offended Eudoxia also, by reprehending her about the money of the widow Callitrope, and the field of another widow. 

( I have found  David my servant,  with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

( The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand. 

Lesson vj 

W

HEREFORE by the act of some Bishops in Council in Chalcedon, where he himself would not be summoned, because he said that it was not a lawful council, nor public; when Eudoxia herself chiefly worked against him, he was sent into exile: but a little afterwards, when a sedition of the people was made for want 

of him, he was recalled from exile with wonderful acclamation of the citizens. But since he did not desist from denouncing the dissipated morals, and forbade games to be held at the silver statue of Eudoxia in the forum of Saint Spohia, by the conspiracy of enemy Bishops he was again driven into exile, while all the widows and the needy mourned the expulsion of their common father. It is incredible both how many evils Chrysostom suffered in his exile and how many he converted to the faith of Jesus Christ.

 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vij. 

B

UT until he was restored by the decree of the Pope Innocent I when the Council was held in Rome, he was afflicted by the soldiers who were guarding him with amazing hardships and misfortunes on the way. And when he was being led through Armenia, Saint Basiliscus the martyr, in whose Church he had prayed before, spoke to him thus by night: brother John, tomorrow shall unite us in place. Wherefore receiving the next day the sacrament of the Eucharist, and fortifying himself with the sign of the Cross, he gave his soul to God on September 14. Upon his death a terrible hail fell on Constantinople, and in 4 days the Empress died. 
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 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he.

Lesson viij

W

HEN his body had been honoured with distinguished pomp and a multitude of people, Theodoius, son of Arcadia had it carried to Constantinople and buried with honour on the 27th of January. Having venerated his relics also, he obtained of his relatives the favour that he was translated from there to Rome and placed in the Vatican Basilica. The number, piety, and splendour of his sermons and other writings, as also his way of interpreting, and faithful explanation of  the sense of the sacred books, all admire, and think him worthy of it, that the Apostle Paul, to whom he was wonderfully devoted, seems to have dictated many things to him as he preached and wrote. 

( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels. 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson ix                                                                                           Chapter 5, 13 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Ye are the salt of the earth. But if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?  and the rest.

Homily of Saint John Chrysostom.                 Homily 15 on Matthew, second part 
N

OTICE what he said, Ye are the salt of the earth: by which he shows, how urgently he commands these things. For you must answer, he says, not only for your life, but for the whole world. For I send you not to two cities, or ten, or twenty, nor to one people, as I sent the Prophets; but to the whole land and all the sea, and the whole world, and it oppressed with sundry evils.

( The Lord loved him, and adorned him, and clothed him with a robe of honour: * and crowned him at the gates of heaven.

( The Lord clothed him which the shield of faith, and adorned him. And crowned. 

Lesson x

F

OR by saying, ye are the salt of the earth, he shows that all human nature has been made foolish, and corrupted by the power of sins: and therefore requires 
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those virtues of them, that are most necessary and useful for obtaining the salvation of many. For he who is gentle and modest, and merciful and just, not only shuts up these good things within himself, but also lets these clear fountains flow for the benefit of others. Therefore he who is pure in heart and peaceful, and suffers persecution for the truth, sows life no less for the common good. 

( In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth, * and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding. 

( Joy and gladness hath he bestowed upon him. And the Lord. Glory be. And the Lord.

Lesson xj 

T

HEREFORE, he says, you are not to think that you are to be led to easy contests, nor that you are to enter upon a matter of small moment. Ye are the salt of the earth. What then? Did they themselves heal rotten things? By no means: nor can it be done, that those things which are already corrupt are repaired with the preservation of salt. 

( Right meetly held in memory is this Saint, who hath passed into the joy of  the angels, for in this pilkgrimsge his body only was on earth. * His thoughts and desires were turned towards the heavenly country.

( Being set free from the chains of the flesh, he rendered unto his Lord the talent that had been given to him with usury. His thoughts. 

Lesson xij

S

O they did not do this, but things before renewed, and given to them, and already freed from that decay, they sprinkled with salt , and kept in that freshness that they had received from the Lord. For to free from the decay of sins, belongs to the power of Christ: but that they should not return to them again, is the care and labour of Apostles.

( The Lord chose thee for a priest unto himself, * To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise.

( Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the Most High. To offer. Glory be. To offer.

In second Vespers commemoration is made of the second Feast of S. Agnes.

Antiphon. Standing at her right hand, * a Lamb whiter than snow, Christ consecrated his bride and martyr to himself.  
( In thy comeliness and in thy beauty. ( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

Collect as below. 
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The 28th of January

On the second feast of S.Agnes

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Agnes, thy Virgin and Martyr: grant we beseech thee: that as we venerate her in our service, so we may follow the example of her godly conversation. Through. 

At Matins, Invitatory, and Hymn E.H. 191 from the Common of a Virgin and Martyr. Psalms of the Feria with their Antiphons, the ( and three (( are taken from the same Nocturn of the Feast above, of which is the Absolution. Lesson j and ij from the occurrent Scripture.

Lesson iij 

B

LESSED Agnes, as her parents watched earnestly at her tomb, appeared on a certain night accompanied by a choir of virgins, and spoke to them saying: O parents, do not mourn me as dead: for together with these virgins I live in heaven with him, whom on earth I loved with all my heart. Some years afterwards, when Constantia, daughter of the Emperor Comstantine, not yet a Christian, came to the same tomb seeking medicine for an incurable sore; falling asleep she seemed to hear this voice of Agnes: Be constant, Constantia: believe in Jesus Christ the Son of God, who shall make thee whole. Who,being healed, receiving baptism soon after together with many of the Emperor's family, there built a Church in the name of blessed Agnes. 

In the second Nocturn.

Chapter and ( as in the Psalter on Monday.
At Lauds and through the Hours, all as on the day of the Feast, except the Collect, which is said as above..

And after None nothing more is said of her. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Thirtieth of January

On the Feast of Saint Martina,

Virgin and Martyr, Semidouble

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who among the manifold works of thy power hast bestowed even upon the weakness of women the victory of martyrdom: mercifully grant; that we, who celebrate the birthday of blessed Martina, thy Virgin and Martyr, may by her example be drawn nearer unto thee. Through.

AT MATINS
If I Vespers is said, vv. 1, 2, 3 of this hymn are not said here.
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Hymn               Martinæ celebri  
              1    With joyous songs, great Rome, Martina's fame extol,

                     Her glowing praises tell, and all her mighty deeds;

                     A Virgin pure and chaste, she leads a stainless life,

                     And for her Lord a Martyr bleeds. 

              2     A happy home is hers,and all that makes this world 

                     So sweet and fresh, and fair, to those who love its wiles: 

                     From noblest parents sprung, ' mid wealth, and love, and joy, 

                     Her life speeds on, 'mid naught but smiles.
               3   These pleasures soon she spurns - her wealth she gladly gives

                    To Christ's own blessed poor - herself, to God above; 

                    No other wealth she seeks save her own spotless Spouse, 

                    Forever blest in his pure love. 

              4   The agonizing hooks, the rending claw, and scourge, 

                   The beasts, shook not the dauntless spirit in her breast; 

                   With torments racked, Angels her burnt and fainting flesh

                   Recruit with heavenly radiant feast. 

              5   In vain they cast her to the wild and rav' ning beasts; 

                   Calm at her feet the lion crouches meekly down: 

                   Till smitten by the sword at length Martina goes

                   To her immortal heavenly crown.

              6   Now with the Saints she reigns in everlasting bliss, 

                   And where idolatry sat long enthroned of yore, 

                   From her victorious altar praise and prayerfulness

                   With odorous incense ever soar. 

____________

              7    Deliver us from pleasures fraught with sin's alloy,

                    And fill us with thy bright and never-fading love; 

                    Show us the light divine, which forms the crowning joy, 

                    O Three in One, of bliss above.                                             Amen. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

M

ARTINA, a Roman Virgin, daughter of a consul and of an illustrious family, being orphaned of her parents while still of tender years, burning with the ardour of christian piety, with wonderful liberality distributed her riches, 
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which were great, to the poor. Under the Emperor Alexander, when she was commanded to worship the vain gods she denounced this loathsome crime most freely. Wherefore being beaten again and again, and torn with hooks, iron claws, and pieces of pottery, and dismembered limb by limb with the sharpest swords, and covered with burning fat, at last she was condemned to the beasts in the amphitheatre: from whom escaping miraculously untouched, and being thrown onto a burning pyre, likewise she was miraculously kept safe. 

( Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness: * And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 

( In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. And thy. 

Lesson vj 

S

EVERAL of her torturers, amazed at the new miracle, moved by the grace of God, embraced the faith of Christ and were beheaded, obtaining the glorious crown of martyrdom. At her prayers, now earthquakes arose, now fire fell from the thundering sky, and the temples of the gods collapsed and their images were burned.

( Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: * Wherefore God, even thy God, hath annointed thee with the oil of gladness.

( Because of the word of truth, of meekness,and righteousness. Wherefore. 

Lesson vij

M

EANWHILE there came forth from her wounds milk with blood, and from her body a brightly shining radiance and a most sweet fragrance: and the heavenly kingdom appeared in the midst of the place with divine praises and Angels. The judge, angered by these wonders, and especially by her constancy, commanded the maiden to be beheaded: which being done, a voice was heard from heaven, calling her to the realms above; and the whole city shook, and many worshippers of idols were converted to the faith of Christ.

( The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company, and shall be brought unto the King: * With joy and gladness shall they be brought.

( In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. With joy. 

Lesson viij
T

HE sacred body of Martina, having suffered martyrdom under Pope Saint Urban I, was found under Urban VIII, in her very old Church, near the Mamertine prison, at the foot of the hill of the Capitol, with the bodies of the holy 
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martyrs Concordia, Epiphanius, and their companions; and after the place had been restored and more suitably adorned, was solemnly reinterred there amid a great concourse of people and the rejoicing of the whole City. 

(  O ye wise Virgins, arise, and trim your lamps: * behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.

( At midnight there was a cry made. Behold. Glory be. Behold.

In the third Nocturn Homily on the Gospel, The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, as in the Common of Virgins.

AT LAUDS

Hymn     Tu natale solum                                

                           BE thou the strength and guardian of thy native land,

                           And to all Christian nations grant peace and repose

                           From din of arms and from the adversary's hand;

                           From all our borders drive our foes.

                  2       Defend the Christian Kings who stand beneath the Cross

                           And hold the standard of the holy Rood, 

                           Restore sweet Salem from her foes and grievous loss, 

                           And vindicate the guiltless blood.

                  3       On thee our hopes are built as on a mighty tower; 

                           Receive the homage that we now do humbly pay,

                           The pledges that thy City offers in this hour,

                           With pious rites and songs' sweet lay.

                  4       Deliver us from pleasures fraught with sin's alloy, 

                           And fill us with thy bright and never-fading love; 

                           Show us the light divine, which forms the crowning joy, 

                           O Three in One, of bliss above.                         Amen.  

At II Vespers, Hymn and Collect as above at I Vespers. The rest as in the Common. 

 _________________________________________________________________

FEASTS OF FEBRUARY

On the first unimpeded day is said the Office of the Dead.
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THE FIRST OF FEBRUARY

On the Feast of S.Ignatius, Bishop and Martyr

Semidouble

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Ignatius thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
From the holy book of S. Jerome, Priest , on Ecclesiastical Writers. 

Lesson v 

I

GNATIUS, third Bishop of the Church of Antioch from the Apostle Peter, in the persecution of Trajan was sentenced to the wild beasts and sent bound to Rome. And when he had sailed to Smyrna, where Polycarp, the pupil of John, was Bishop, he wrote an Epistle to the Epesians, another to the Magnesians, a third to the Trallians, a fourth to the Romans, and going on from there he wrote to the Philadelphians, and to the Smyrnians, and one to Polycarp himself, commending the Church of Antioch to him: in which also he gave testimony about the person of Christ from the Gospel which I have recently translated. 

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. 

(He went down with them into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.  

Lesson vj

A

ND it seems fitting, since we are speaking of so great a man, to put down a few words from the Epistle also which he wrote to the Romans: From Syria even unto Rome on sea and land I am fighting with the beasts, being bound day and night to ten leopards, that is, the soldiers who are guarding me: who, even when you are kind to them, become worse. And their wickedness is my training: but I am not justified by this. 

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips. 

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.

Lesson vij 

O

 THAT I may enjoy the beasts which are destined for me: I pray they may be swift to destroy and torment me, and eager to devour me, and not, as with 
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other Martyrs, afraid to touch my body. Because if they will not come, I shall use force, I shall thrust myself to be devoured. Forgive me, little children; what is profitable for me, that I know. 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory * And set upon his a head a crown of pure gold. 

(With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. And set.

Lesson viij 

N

OW I begin to be a disciple of Christ, nothing desiring of those things which are seen, that I may find Jesus Christ. Come upon me, fire, cross, wild beasts, wrenching of bones, cutting of limbs, crushing of the whole body, and all the tortures of the devil: if only I may enjoy Christ. And when he was already condemned to the beasts, and burning to suffer heard the roar of the lions, he said: I am Christ's wheat, may I be ground by the teeth of the beasts, that I may be found pure bread. He suffered in the eleventh year of Trajan. His relics lie at Antioch, outside the gate of Daphne, in the cemetery.

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to John. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 12 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his discip1es: Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: And the 

rest. 

Homily by Saint Augustine, Bishop.                                          Treatise 51 on John 

T

HE Lord Jesus himself was the grain that was to die and bear much fruit: to be put to death by the faithlessness of the Jews, to be multiplied in the faith of the nations. And when he was exhorting to following the footsteps of his passion ,he said: He that loveth his life, shall lose it. Which may be understood in two ways. He that loveth, shall lose: that is, if thou love, thou shalt lose. If thou desire to keep life in Christ, fear not to die for Christ. 

( A crown of gold  upon his head, *  Wherein is engraved holiness, an ornament of honour, a costly work. 
( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. Wherein is.
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Lesson x

A

ND in another way: He that loveth his life, shall lose it: love not, lest thou lose: love not in this life, lest thou lose in eternal life. And this, which I said second, seems to me more the Gospel meaning. For there follows: And he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. Therefore what was said above, He that loveth, that is to say, in this world, shall in any case lose it: but he that hateth it in this world shall in any case keep it unto life eternal.

( This is a true Martyr,  who shed his blood for Christ's Name. * Who feared not the  threats of the judges nor sought to be great with worldly glory, but pressed on into the kingdom of heaven

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. Who feared

Lesson xj
O

 GREAT and wonderful judgment, by which there is a love of man's soul so that it perish, and a hatred so that it perish not. If thou hast loved wrongly, then thou hast hated: if thou hast hated well, then thou hast loved. Blessed are they who have hated in keeping it, lest they lose it by loving. But be not deceived into thinking, that thou shouldest willingly kill thyself, by so understanding it, that thou must hate thy life in this world. 

( Thou hast crwoned him with glory and honour, O Lord, and madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. * Thou has put all things in subjection under his feet.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessingas of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. Thou hast put.

Lesson xij 
F

OR from this certain evil and perverse men, being too harsh to themselves, and guilty of homicide, give themselves to the flames, drown themselves in the waters, throw themselves from cliffs, and perish. Christ did not teach this: and to the base devil, when he suggested throwing himself down, he even replied: Get thee behind me, satan: for it is written: Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. And to Peter he said, signifying by what death he should glorify God: When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. By which he makes it quite clear, that he that follows in the footsteps of Christ must be killed, not by himself, but by another.
· Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for when he is tried he shall 
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receive the crown of life, * Which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. ( He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. Which  the. Glory be. Which  the.
The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew                          Ch.16

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of man shall come in the slory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. 
 _________________________________________________________________

THE SECOND OF FEBRUARY

ON THE FEAST OF THE PURIFICATION OF THE B. V. MARY

DOUBLE  

AT VESPERS

Antiphon 1.   O   wondrous interchange! * The Creator of mankind, taking upon       him a  living body, vouchsafed to be born of a Virgin: and proceeding forth as Man, without seed, hath made us partakers of his Divinity. Psalm 110 Dixit Dominus  

Antiphon 2. When thou wast born * ineffably of a Virgin, then were the Scriptures fulfilled: thou camest down Iike the rain into a  fleece of wool, to bring salvation  unto  all mankind: we praise thee, O our God. Psalm 113 Laudate pueri.

Antiphon 3.  In the bush * which Mo ses saw unconsumed, we acknowledge  the  preservation of thy glorious virginity: holy Mother of God, intercede for thy children.  Psalm 122  Lætatus sum.

 Antiphon 4. Lo, Mary * hath brought forth to us the Saviour; whom when John beheld, he cried saying: Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the  world, alleluia.   Psalm 127  Nisi Dominus

 Chapter                                                                                                    Malachi 3 

B

EHOLD, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in. 

Short ( Hail, Mary, full of grace, *  The Lord is with thee. Hail.

( Blessed art thou among women, and  blessed is the fruit of thy womb. The Lord. Glory be. Hail.

Hymn E.H. 213 Ave, maris stella, as in the Common.
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( It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Ghost. 

( That he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  The ancient * carried the Infant, but the Infant governed the ancient: he  whom a Virgin bare, and after bearing, remained virgin, the same was wor shipped by her who bare him. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everliving God, we humbly beseech thy majesty: that, as thy only-begotten Son was this day presented in the temple in substance of our flesh; so we may be presented unto thee with pure and clean hearts. Through the same. 

And no Commemoration is made of S. Ignatius.
 At Compline and through the Hours, at the end of the Hymns is said
All honour, laud, and glory be,

                                         O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee; 

                                         All glory, as is ever meet, 

        To Father and to Paraclete.    Amen. 

except in the Hymn  Ave maris stella. Which is always observed, when the Office is said of S. Mary. 

At Matins, Invitatory.- Behold the Lord the Ruler cometh into his holy temple. * Be glad and rejoice, O Sion, go forth to meet thy God. Psalm 95 Venite
Hymn E.H. 214  Quem terra

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon 1. Blessed  * art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. Psalm. 8   Domine, Dominus noster    VIII

Antiphon 2. O holy Mother of God, *  thou hast yielded a pleasant odour, like the best myrrh. Psalm 19.   Cæli enarrant     XVIII 

Antiphon 3. Sing for us *  again and again before this maiden's bed the sweet  songs of the drama. Psalm 24. Domini est terra  XXIII  

Antiphon 4. In thy grace * and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Psalm 45 Eructavit cor meum  XLIV 

Antiphon 5. God shall help her * with his countenance; God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. Psalm 46. Deus noster refugium  XLV 
Antiphon 6. Thy lips, O my spouse, * drop as the honey-comb: hoiney and milk are under thy tongue,  and the smell of thy garments is like incense. Psalm 48 Magnus Dominus XLVII 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty.  Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.
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From the Book of Exodus
Lesson j                                                                                     Ch, 13,  1-3, 11-13
A

ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine. And Moses said unto the people, When the Lord shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee, that thou shalt set apart unto the Lord all that openeth the matrix,

and every firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast ; the males shall be the Lord's. And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it,  then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou redeem. 

( Prepare thy house, O Sion, to receive Christ the King * He whom a Virgin bare, and after baring remained virgin, the same was worshipped by her who bare him. 

( Simeon, taking the child up in his arms, gave thanks, and blessed God. He whom. 

From the Book of Leviticus

Lesson ij                                                                                                  Ch. 12, 1-8

A

ND the Lord spake unto Moses saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman hath conceived seed, and born a man child; then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean. And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days: 

( And when the days of the purification of Mary according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought Jesus to Jerusalem to present hiln to the Lord; * As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that orieneth the womb shall be called holy to.the Lord. 

( They offered unto the Lord for him a pair of turtle-doves, or two young pigeons. As it is. 

Lesson iij
S

HE shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be fulfilled. But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her separation: and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and six days. 

( They offered unto the Lord for him a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.
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* As it is written in the law of the Lord. 

( And when the days of the purification of Mary according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought Jesus to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.  As it is.

Lesson iv

A

ND when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtle-dove, for a sin offering, unto the door or the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest; who shall offer it before the Lord. and make an atonement for her; and she shall be cleansed from the issue of her blood. This is the law for her that hath born a male or a female. And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean. 

(  We have waited, O God, for thy loving-kindness in the midst of thy temple: according to thy name, O  God, so is thy praise also unto the world's end: * Thy right hand is full of righteousness. 

( Let the mount Sion rejoice, and the daughter of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments, O Lord. Thy right hand. Glory be. Thy right hand. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon 7. A fountain of gardens, * a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon. Psalm 85  Benedixist Domine  LXXXIV.

Antiphon 8. O holy Mother of God,  * all we who dwell in thee are in gladness. Psalm 87  Fundamenta ejus   LXXXVI

Antiphon 9. Rejoice, * O Virgin Mary: thou hast mightily destroyed all the heresies in the whole world. Ps. 96. Cantate Domino  XCV
Antiphon 10. Vouchsafe that I may praise thee, * O holy Virgin: give me strength against thine enemies. Ps. 97. Dominus regnavit XCVI

Antiphon 11. After Childbearing, * O Virgin,  thou didst remain inviolate; intercede for us, O Mother of God.  Psalm. 98 Cantate Domino  XCVII.

Antiphon 12. I went down * into the valley of nuts to see the fruits of the valley, and whether the vine flourished and the pomegranates budded, alleluia. Psalm 99 Domimus regnavit, XCVIII

 God shall help her with his countenance. 

 God is In the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. 

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop                   Sermon 128 on the Birth of Our Lord 

Lesson v 
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A

S it was foretold in former times, Sion our Mother saith: He was born in her, the Most High shall stablish her. O omnipotence of him that was born, O magnificence of him that descended from heaven to earth! While he was yet hidden in the womb, he was saluted by John Baptist from his mother's womb. He was presented in the temple, and was recognized by Simeon, that old man honoured, hoary, esteemed and crowned. 

( Simeon, a just and devout man, awaited the consolation of Israel: * And the Holy Ghost was upon him. 

( It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Ghost that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And the. 

Lesson vj 

T

HEN he knew, then he adored, then he said: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation. His departure from this world was put off until he had seen the birth of him who made the world. The old man recognized the infant. he was made a child in that Child: he became young in his old age, yet ripe in devotion. The aged Simeon carried the Infant Christ; yet Christ ruled the aged Simeon. 

( It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Ghost that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ: * And he blessed God, and said: Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, O Lord. 

( When the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, then took he him up in his arms. And he.

Lesson vij

I

T was told him by the Lord, that he should not taste of death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Christ was born, and the desire of the old man was accomplished in the old age of the world. He himself came to an old man, and found an aged world. The old man desired not to be long in this world, and yet he desired to see Christ in this world, saying with the prophet: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us, and grant us thy salvation. 

( When his parents brought the child Jesus into the temple to do for him after the custom of the law, Simeon took him up in his arms and blessed God, and said: * Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace. 

( Simeon took the child up .in his arms and cried out, saying: Lord, now.
Lesson viij

A

ND lastly, that ye may know how great this joy was, he finally said: Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy  
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salvation. The prophets foretold that the Maker of heaven and earth should be with men upon earth; the Angel announced that the Creator of flesh and spirit should come in the flesh; John, from the womb, saluted the Saviour in the womb; the old man Simeon knew the Infant God. 

(  Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; * For mine eyes have seen thy salvation.

( A light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glroy of thy people Israel. For. Glory be. For.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon. Prepare * thy house, O Sion, to receive Christ the King, whom a Virgin bare, and after bearing remained a virgin, the same was worshipped by her who bare him. Canticle Obaudite me, with the rest from the Common of a Virgin.

God hath chosen her, and preferred her. 

 He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle.
The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson ix                                                                                                         Ch.  2

A

T that time: When the days of Mary's purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought Jesus to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (as it is written in the law of the Lord.) And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                     Bk. 2 on Luke Ch. 2. v. 22 

A

ND, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel. The Angels and the prophets and the shepherds were not the only ones to bear witness of the Birth of the Lord. Witnesses of all ages and of both sexes, not to mention the succession of wondrous happenings, all unite to build up our faith.

( Simeon took Jesus up in his arms and cried out, and said: * Verily thou art a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 

( When his parents brought in the child Jesus, then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said: Verily. 

Lesson x

T

HE virgin conceived, the barren gave birth, the dumb man spoke, Elisabeth prophesied, the wise men worshipped, and the babe leaped in the womb for joy; the widow gave thanks,and the just man waited. Indeed he was just: he was waiting for the consola tion of his people, for their sakes, not for his own. For himself, he longed to be set free from the chalns that bound his frail.body to the earth; yet he remained and waited to see the promise fulfilled; he knew that blessed would be the eyes that would see the Saviour. 
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( The ancient carried the Infant, but the Infant governed the ancient: * He whom a Virgin bare, and after baring remained a virgin, the same was worshipped by her who bare him. 

( Simeon took the child up in his arms, and gave thanks, and blessed the Lord. He whom

Lesson xj
A

ND he took him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. See how just a man he was. Shackled by the chains of his heavy, worn-out body, he longed to depart, to be with Christ. To depart, to be with Christ would be so much better. But if any man would depart, let him come to the temple, come up to Jerusalem, wait for the Lord's Christ, take up in his hands the Word of God, embrace good works with the arms of faith. Then let him depart, for he shall not see death: he has seen life itself. 

( Today the Virgin Mary presented the child Jesus in the temple, and the righteous Simeon received him in his arms; * And Anna the widow announced that the Messiah had come upon earth.

(  When his parents brought in the child Jesus into the temple, Simeon took him up in his arms. And Anna. 

Lesson xij
T

HE Lord's Birth bestows an abundance of grace on all mankind, and prophecy is withheld only from the unbelieving, not from the just. Simeon foretold the rise and fall of many in Israel, and saw that many would come to our Lord Jesus Christ, that the thoughts of the righteous and the wicked should be revealed. He saw that by the nature of our actions the true and righteous Judge 

The Continuation of the holy Gospel according to Luke.                  Ch 2, 22-40

A

T that time: When the days of Mary's purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought Jesus to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, 
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