( Fence thou this city, O Lord, and let thine Angels keep the walls therefore. * O Lord, hearken unto thy people with mercy. 

( O Lord, let thine anger be turned away from thy people, and from thine holy 

city. O Lord, hearken.

Lesson iij 

T

HUS saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them. For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock  in  the  day  that  he  is  among  his  sheep  that  are

scattered; so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 

( O Lord, have mercy upon the sinful nation, upon * The people laden with iniquity. 

( Let it repent thee concerning the transgression of thy people. The people. Glory be. The people.

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the Prophet Ezekiel

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 40, 1-6

I

N the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, in the tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the city was smitten, in the selfsame day the band of the Lord was upon me, and brought me thither. ¶  In the visions of God brought he me into the land of Israel, and set me upon a very high mountain, by which was as the frame of a city on the south. And he brought me thither.

( He hath shewed thee O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to * Do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God. 

( Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good, and dwell in the land. Do justice.

Lesson ij 

A

ND, behold, there was a man, whose appearance was like the appearance of brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a measuring reed; and he stood in the gate. And the man said unto me, Son of man, behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, and set thine heart upon all that I shall shew thee; for to the intent that I might shew them unto thee art thou brought hither: declare all that thou seest to the house of Israel. 
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( I am straitened on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me 

to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God.

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if I do it not, I cannot escape thy hands. It is. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND behold a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in the man's hand a measuring reed of six cubits long by the cubit and an hand breadth: so he measured the breadth of the building, one reed; and the height, one reed. Then came he unto the gate which looketh toward the east, and went up the stairs thereof, and measured the threshold of the gate, which was one reed broad; and the other threshold of the gate, which was one broad.

( My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me. 

( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions.  And they. Glory be. And they. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday

From the Prophet Ezekiel 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 41, 1-9 

A

FTERWARD he brought me to the temple, and measured the posts, six cubits broad on the one side,  and six cubits broad on the other side, which was the breadth of the tabernacle. And the breadth of the door was ten cubits; and the sides of the door were five cubits on the one side, and five cubits on the other side: and he measured the length thereof, forty cubits: and the breadth, twenty cubits. Then went he inward, and measured the post of the door, two cubits; and the door, six 

cubits; and the breadth of the door, seven cubits.

( I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and the whole earth was full of his glory: * And his train filled the temple. 

( Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings. And his. 

Lesson ij 

S

O he measured the length thereof, twenty cubits; and the breadth twenty cubits, before the temple: and he said unto me, This is the most holy place. And he measured the wall of the house, six cubits; and the breadth of every side chamber, four cubits, round about the house on every side. And the side chambers were three, one over another, and thirty in order; and they entered into the wall which was of the house for the side chambers round about, that they might have hold, but they had not hold in the wall of the house. 
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( Look down, O Lord, from the dwelling place of thy holiness and take thought for us. O my God, incline thine ear and hear. * Open thine eyes and behold our desolations. 

( Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep. Open. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND there was an enlarging, and a winding about still upward to the side chambers: for the winding about of the house went still upward round about the house: therefore the breadth of the house was still upward, and so increased from the lowest chamber to the highest by the midst.  ¶  I saw also the height of the house round about: the foundations of the side chambers were a full reed of six great cubits. The thickness of the wall, which was for the side chamber without, was five cubits: and that which was left was the place of the side chambers that were within. 

( Behold, O Lord, how doth the city sit solitary that was full of people! How is she become a widow! She that was great among the nations. * She hath none to comfort her, save thee, O our God. 

( She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks. She hath. Glory be. She hath. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the Prophet Ezekiel 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 43, 1-9 

A

FTERWARD he brought me to the gate, even the gate that looketh toward the east: and, behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east: and his voice was like a noise of many waters: and the earth shined with his glory. And it was according to the appearance of the vision which I saw, even according to the vision that I saw when I came to destroy the city: and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar; and I fell upon my face. And the glory of the Lord came into the house by the way of the gate whose prospect is toward the east. So the spirit took me up, and brought me into the inner court; and, behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house.

( I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, * Which shall never hold their peace day nor night to praise the Name of the Lord. 

( They shall proclaim my might unto the nations, and declare my glory unto the Gentiles. Which shall. 

Lesson ij

1007
A

ND I heard him speaking unto me out of the house; and the man stood by me. And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my holy name, shall the house of Israel no more defile, neither they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor bv the carcases of their kings in their high places. In their setting of their threshold by my thresholds, and their post by my posts, and the wall between me and them, they have even defiled my holy name by their abominations that they have committed: wherefore I have consumed them in my anger. 

( Encompass us, O Lord, with thine impregnable wall, and with the arms of thy power defend us alway. * O Lord God of Israel, deliver them that cry unto thee.  

( Deliver us also according to thy marvellous works and give glory to thy Name. O Lord.
Lesson iij

N

OW let them put away their whoredom, and the carcases of their kings, far from me, and I will dwell in the midst of them for ever. Thou son of man, shew the house to the house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities: and let them measure the pattern. And if they be ashamed of all that they have done, ¶  shew them the form of the house, and the fashion thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all the laws thereof: and write it in their sight, that they may keep the whole form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and do them.

( We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble. We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness. * Forget us not for ever. 

( O Lord our God, we have sinned, we have done ungodly, we have dealt unrighteously in all thy ordinances. Forget. Glory be. Forget. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the Prophet Ezekiel 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 47, 1-9 

A

FTERWARD he brought me again unto the door of the house; and, behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood toward the east, and the waters came down from under from the right side of the house, at the south side of the altar. ¶  Then he brought me out of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way without unto the utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold, there ran out waters on the right side.
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Lesson ij 

A

ND when the man that had the line in his hand went forth eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he brought me through the waters; the waters were to the ankles. Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through
the waters; the waters were to the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and brought me through; the waters were to the loins. Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a river that I could not pass over: for the waters were risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed over.

Lesson iij

A

ND he said unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen this? Then he brought me, and caused me to return to the brink of the river. Now when I had returned, behold, at the bank of the river were very many trees on the one side and on the other. Then said he unto me. These waters issue out toward the east country, and go down into the desert, and go down into the sea: which being brought forth into 

the sea, the waters shall be healed. And it shall come to pass, that every thing that  liveth, which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come, shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these waters shall come out thither: for they shall be healed; and every thing shall live whither the river cometh. 

__________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY

BEFORE THE THIRD SUNDAY OF NOVEMBER

AT VESPERS

( Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Encompass us, * O Lord, with thine impregnable wall:  and with the arms of thy power defend us alway, O our God. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF NOVEMBER

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Here beginneth the Book of Daniel 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 1-15 

I

N the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar 

king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of his god. And he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god. And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes; children in whom was no blemish, but well 
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favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 

( I saw the Lord  sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and the whole earth was full of his glory: * And his train filled the temple.

( Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings. And his. 

Lesson ij

A

ND the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abed-nego. 

( Look down, O Lord from the dwelling place of thy holiness and take thought for us. O my God, incline thine ear and hear. * Open thine eyes and behold our desolations. 

( Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep.  Open. 

Lesson iij

B

UT Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort ? then shall ye make me  endanger my head to the king.
( Behold, O Lord, how doth the city sit solitary that was full of people! How is she become a widow! She that was great among the nations. * She hath none to comfort her, save thee, O our God. 

( She weepeth sore in thc night, and her tears are on her cheeks. She hath.

Lesson iv 

T

HEN said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink. Then let our countenances be looked upon hefore thee, and the countenance of the children that eat the portion of the king's meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy servants. So he 
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consented to them In this matter, and proved them ten days. And at the end ot ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat.

( He hath redeemed his people and ransomed them ; therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall rejoice in the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil: * And they shall hunger no more. 

(And their soul shall be as a watered garden. And they. Glory be. And they.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book by S. Athanasius,                                                Book on Virginity,

Bishop, to Virgins                                                                        near the beginning.
Lesson v                                                                                                          Bk. 2 

I

F men should come to you and say: Do not fast often, lest it weaken your health; neither believe them nor listen to them: for it is the enemy who is suggesting this to you, through them. Remember how it is written, that when the Three Children, and Daniel, and other youths were led away captive by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and were ordered to eat the food and to drink the wine from the king's table; Daniel and the Three Children purposed not to be defiled in this way, but said to the eunuch who had charge of them: Give us of the seeds of the earth, and we shall eat. But the eunuch said to them: I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.

( I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, * Which shall never hold their peace day nor night to praise the Name of the Lord. 

( They shall proclaim my might unto the nations, and declare my glory unto the 

Gentiles. Which. 

Lesson vj 

T

HEN they said to him: Prove thy servants ten days, and give us of the seeds of the earth. And he gave them pulse to eat, and water to drink; and he brought them in before the king, and their countenances appeared fairer than all the children which did eat the food from the king's table. Do you see, now, what fasting does? It heals diseases, it dries up bodily humours, it puts devils to flight, it banishes evil thoughts, it restores clarity of mind, it purifies the heart, it sanctifies the body; and finally, it leads men to the throne of God. 

( Encompass us, O Lord, with thine impregnable wall, and with the arms of thy power defend us alway. * O Lord God of Israel, deliver them that cry unto thee. 

( Deliver us also according to thy marvellous works, and give glory to thy Name. O  Lord. 
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Lesson vij

D

O not think  this  an  idle saying: you have a testimony to its truth in the Gospels, put forward by our Saviour. For when his disciples asked him how unclean spirits were to be cast out, the Lord answered: This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting. If anyone is vexed by an unclean spirit, if he bear this in mind, and use this remedy, fasting, I say, then the evil spirit will immediately be vanquished, in dread of the power of fasting. For devils are greatly delighted by surfeiting, drunkenness, and bodily indulgence. 

( We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble. We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness. * Forget us not for ever. 

( O  Lord  our God, we have sinned, we have done  ungodly, we have dealt unrighteously in all thy ordinances. Forget.

Lesson viij  

G

REAT is the power of fasting, and great and glorious are the things that are done thereby. How else could men perform such wonders, and how else is it that God, through them, bestows health on the sick? Clearly it is by means of their spiritual wrestlings and humility of soul, and their good conversation. For fasting is the food of Angels, and those who make use of it will come to be numbered with the Angels. 

( I am straitened on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God. 

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if I do it not, I cannot escape thy hands. It is. Glory be. It is. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon, Canticles and (, p. 43. 

( ix. Blessed is the people * Whom the Lord of hosts hath blessed, saying: O Israel, thou art the work of mine own hands, thou art mine own 

inhentance. 

( Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance Whom the. 

( x. My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me. 

( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. And they.

( xj.  He hath shewed  thee O man, what is good: and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to * Do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God. 

( Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good, and dwell in the land. Do justice. 
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( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole.
__________________________________________________________________

Monday

From the Book of Daniel

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 2, 31- 44 

T

HOU, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose 

brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 

This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them; and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 

( He hath redeemed his people and ransomed them ; therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall rejoice in the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil: * And they shall hunger no more. 

(And their soul shall be as a watered garden. And they. 

Lesson ij

T

HIS is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings; for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all, Thou art this head of gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that braketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. 

( I am straitened on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God. 

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if I do it not, I cannot escape thy hands. It is. 

Lesson iij

1013
A

ND whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. ¶  And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay. they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay. And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 

( My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me. 

( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. And they. 

Glory be. And they. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the Book of Daniel

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 3, 14-19
N

EBUCHADNEZZAR spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- nego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 

( Before the face of thine anger, O God, the whole earth is troubled: * But thou, O Lord, have mercy, and make not an end utterly. 

( O Lord our Governor, how excellent is thy name in all the world. But thou. 

Lesson ij

S

HADRACH, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he shall deliver us out of thine hand, O king. ¶  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 
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( Fence thou this city, O Lord, and let thine Angels keep the walls therefore. * O Lord, hearken unto thy people with mercy. 

( O Lord, let thine anger be turned away from thy people, and from thine holy city. O Lord, hearken. 

Lesson iij                                                                                                Ch. 1, 21-23 

T

HEN these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore   because  the  king's   commandment   was  urgent,  and   the    furnace
exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. And they walked in the midst of the fire, praising God. and blessing the Lord.

( O Lord God, have mercy upon the sinful nation, upon * The people laden with iniquity . 

( Let it repent thee concerning the transgression of thy people. The people. Glory be. The people. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the Book of Daniel

Lesson j                                                                                                Ch. 4, 20-28 

B

ELTESHAZZAR answered and said, My lord, the tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth; whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: it is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth.  

( He hath shewed thee O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to * Do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God. 

( Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good, and dwell in the land. Do justice. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be 
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with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over him; this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the most High, which is come upon my lord the king; That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven.

( I am straitened t on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God. 

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if I do it not, I cannot escape thy hands. It is. 

Lesson iij

A

ND seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens do rule.  ¶ Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor: if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity. All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 

 ( My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have

not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me. 

( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. And they. Glory be. And they. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the Book of Daniel

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 5, 1-6 

B

ELSHAZZAR the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. ¶ They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of the; hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance was changed and his thoughts troubled him. 
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( I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne. high and lifted up, and the whole earth was full of his glory: * And his train filled the temple. 

( Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings. And his.

Lesson ij                                                                                               Ch. 5, 13-17 

T

HEN was Daniel brought before the king. And the king spake and said unto Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children of the captivitv of Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? I have even heard of thee, that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they should read this writing, and make known unto me 

the interpretation thereof: but they could not shew the interpretation of the thing; and I have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if thou canst read the writing, and make known to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation.

( Look down, O Lord, from the dwelling place of thy holiness and take thought for us. O my God, incline thine ear and hear. * Open thine eyes and behold our desolations. 

( Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep. Open. 

Lesson iij                                                                                               Ch. 5, 25-31 

A

ND this is the writing that was written, Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin. This is the interpretation of the thing: Mene; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. Tekel; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. Peres; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about his neck and made proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about three-score and two years old. 

( Behold, O Lord, how doth the city sit solitary that was full of people! How is she become a widow! She that was great among the nations. * She hath none to comfort her, save thee, O our God. 

( She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks. She hath. Glory be. She hath. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the Book of Daniel
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Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 6, 11-24 

T

HEN these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king's decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any god or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is true, acoording to the law of the Medcs and Penians. which altereth not. ¶ Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him. Then these men assemblcd unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king. that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute, which the king establisheth may be changed.

( I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem. * Which shall never hold their peace day nor night to praise the Name of the Lord. 

( They shall proclaim my might unto the nations, and declare my glory unto the Gentiles. Which shall   
Lesson ij

T

HEN the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel. Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him. Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions. And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? 

( Encompass us, O Lord, with thine impregnable wall, and with the arms of thy 

power defend us alway. * O Lord God of Israel, deliver them that cry unto thee. 

( Deliver us also according to thy marvellous works, and give glory to thy Name. O Lord. 

Lesson iij 

T

HEN said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch 
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as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I  done no hurt. Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God. And the king commanded. and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den. 

( We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold 

trouble. We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness. * Forget us not for ever. 

( O Lord our God, we have sinned, we have done ungodly, we have dealt unrighteously in all thy ordinances. Forget. Glory be. Forget. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the Book of Daniel 

Lesson j                                                                                                       Ch. 9, 1-5 

I

N the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which 

was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; in the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: and I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession, and said, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him, and to them that keep his commandments; we have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done 

wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments. 

Lesson ij 

W

HILES I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swifty, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding. At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophesy, and to anoint the most holy. 
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Lesson iij

K

NOW therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. ¶ And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

__________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY

BEFORE THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF NOVEMBER

AT VESPERS

( Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.

( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.
On Magnificat, Antiphon. Thou that upholdest * the throne of the heavens and beholdest the depths,  O  Lord, King of kings; that weighest the mountains and holdest the earth in the hollow of  thine hand: give ear, O Lord, unto us, in the midst of our groanings.  

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF NOVEMBER

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

In this night are placed the minor Prophets

Here beginneth the book of Hosea the Prophet. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 1-11 

T

HE word of the Lord that came unto Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. The beginning of the word of the Lord by Hosea. And the Lord said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms : for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the Lord. So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim; which conceived, and bare him a son. 

( I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and the whole earth was full of his glory: * And his train filled the temple. 

( Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings. And his. 

Lesson ij 

1020
A

ND the Lord said unto him, Call his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu, and will cause to cease the kingdom of the house of Israel. And it shall come to pass at that day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel. And she conceived again, and bare a daughter. And God said unto him, Call her name Lo-ruhamah: for I will no more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will utterlv take them away.

( Look down, O Lord, from the dwelling place of thy holiness and take thought for us. O my God, incline thine ear and hear. * Open thine eyes and behold our desolations. 

( Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep. Open. 

Lesson iij
B

UT I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save them by the Lord their God, and will not save them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. Now when she had weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived, and bare a son. Then said God, Call his name Lo-ammi: for ye are not my people, and I will not be your God.

( Behold, O Lord, how doth the city sit solitary that was full of people! How is shc become a widow! She that was great among the nations. * She hath none to comfort her, save thee, O our God.

( She weepeth sore in the night, and hcr tears are on her cheeks. She hath.  

Lesson iv

Y

ET the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God. Then shall the children of Judah and the children of Israel be gathered together, and appoint themselves one head, and they shall come up out of the land: for great shall be the day of Jezreel. 

( He hath redeemed his people and ransomed them; therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall rejoice in the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil: * And they shall hunger no more. 

( And their soul shall be as a watered garden. And they. Glory be. And they. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book by S. Augustine, Bishop, on the City of God

Lesson v                                                                                               Bk. 18, Ch. 2

 1021
T

HE Prophet Hosea speaks so very profoundly that it is laborious work to penetrate his meaning. But according to promise, we must insert something from his book: he says: And it shall come to pass that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there they shall be called the sons of the living God. Even the Apostles understood this as a prophetic testimony of the calling of the nations who did not formerly belong to God. 

( I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem. * Which shall never hold their peace day nor night to praise the Name of the Lord. 

( They shall proclaim my might unto the nations, and declare my glory unto the Gentiles. Which shall.

Lesson vj

B

ECAUSE this same people of the Gentiles is itself spiritually among the children of Abraham, and for that reason is called Israel, therefore he goes on to say: And the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together in one, and shall appoint themselves one headship, and shall ascend from the earth. 

( Encompass us, O Lord, with thine impregnable wall, and with the arms of thy power defend us alway. * O Lord God of Israel, deliver them that cry unto thee. 

( Deliver us also according to thy marvellous works, and give glory to thy Name. O Lord

Lesson vij

W

E should but weaken the savour of this prophetic oracle if we set ourselves to expound it. Let the reader but call to mind that corner-stone and those two walls of partition, the one of the Jews, the other of the Gentiles, and he will recognize them, the one under the sons of Judah, the other as sons of Israel, supporting themselves by one and the same headship, and ascending from the earth. 

( We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble. We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness. * Forget us not for ever. 

( O Lord our God, we have sinned, we have done ungodly, we have dealt unrighteously in all thy ordinances. Forget. 

Lesson viij

B

UT that those carnal Israelites who are now unwilling to believe in Christ shall afterwards believe, that is, their children shall (for they themselves, of 
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course, shall go to their own place by dying), this same prophet testifies, saying: For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, without a prince, without a sacrifice, without an altar, without a priesthood, without manifestations.

Who does not see that the Jews are now thus?  

( I am straitened on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God. 

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if do it not, I cannot escape thy hands. It is. Glory be. It is.  
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon, Canticles and (, p. 43.

( ix. Blessed is the people * Whom the Lord of hosts hath blessed, saying: O Israel, thou art the work of mine own hands, thou art mine own 

inhentance. 

( Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance Whom the. 

( x. My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me. 

( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. And they.

( xj.  He hath shewed  thee O man, what is good: and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to * Do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God. 

( Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good, and dwell in the land. Do justice. 

( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole.
__________________________________________________________________

Monday

From the Book of Hosea

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 4, 1-10

H

EAR the word of the Lord, ye children of Israel: for the Lord hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood.
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Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish. with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken away. 

( He hath redeemed his people and ransomed them; therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall rejoice in the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil: * And they shall hunger no more. 

( And their soul shall be as a watered garden. And they.

Lesson ij 

Y

ET let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are as they that strive with the priest. Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also shall fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother. My people are 1
destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge. I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. 

( I am straitened on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God. 

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if do it not, I cannot escape thy hands. It is. 

Lesson iij

A

S they were increased, so they sinned against me: therefore will I change their glory into shame. They eat up the sin of my people, and they set their heart on their iniquity. ¶ And there shall be, like people, like priest: and I will punish them for their ways, and reward them their doings. For they shall eat, and not have enough: they shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase: because they have left off to take heed to the Lord. 

( My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me.
( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. And they. Glory be. And they. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

Here beginneth the Book of the Prophet Joel. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 1-11 

T

HE word of the Lord that came to Joel the son of Pethuel. Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers? ¶ Tell ye your children of it, and let your 

1024

children tell their children, and their children another generation. That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten. 

( Before the face of thine anger, O God, the whole earth is troubled: * But thou, O Lord, have mercy, and make not an end utterly. 

( O Lord our Governor, how excellent is thy name in all the world. But thou. 

Lesson ij 

A

WAKE, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine, because of the new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth. For a nation is come up upon my land, strong, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion. He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and cast it away; the branches thereof are made white. 

( Fence thou this city, O Lord, and let thine Angels keep the walls therefore. * O Lord, hearken unto thy people with mercy. 

( O Lord, let thine anger be turned away from thy people, and from thine holy  city. O Lord, hearken.

Lesson iij 

L

AMENT like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth. The meat offering and the drink offering is cut off from the house of the Lord; the priests, the Lord's ministers, mourn. The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil languisheth. Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen: howl, O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; because the harvest of the field is perished.

( O Lord God, have mercy upon the sinful nation, upon * The people laden with iniquity. 

( Let it repent thee concerning the transgression of thy people. The people. Glory be. The people. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Wednesday

From the Book of Joel

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 3, 1-12 

F

OR, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather all nations, and will bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my 
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people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land. And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink. 

( He hath shewed thee O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to * Do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God. 

( Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good, and dwell in the land. Do justice. 

Lesson ij 

Y

EA, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render to me a recompence? and if ye recompense me, swiftly and speedily will I return your recompence upon your own head ; because ye have taken my silver and my gold, and have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things; the children also of Judah and the children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might remove them far from their border. Behold, I will raise them out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompence upon your own head.  

( I am straitened  on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God.  

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if I do it nor, I cannot escape thy hands. It is. 

Lesson iij

A

ND I will sell your sons and your daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and they shall sell them to the Sabeans, to a people far off: for the Lord hath spoken it. Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let them come up: beat your plowshares into swords, and your pruninghooks into spears. ¶ Let the weak say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and come all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to come down, O Lord. Let  the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. 

( My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me. 

( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. And they. Glory be. And they. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

1026

The Beginning of the Book of the Prophet Amos 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 1-8 

T

HE words of Amos, who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. And he said, The Lord will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither. 

( I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and the whole earth was full of his glory: * And his train filled the temple. 

( Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings. And his. 

Lesson ij 

T

HUS saith the Lord: For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron: but I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, which shall devour the palaces of Ben-hadad. I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: and the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the Lord. 

( Look down, O Lord, from the dwelling place of thy holiness and take thought for us. O my God, incline thine ear and hear. * Open thine eyes and behold our desolations. 

( Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep. Open.

Lesson iij 

T

HUS saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they carried away captive the whole captivity, to deliver them up to Edom. ¶ But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza. which shall  devour the palaces thereof: and I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord God.  

( Behold, O Lord, how doth the city sit solitary thaI was full of people! How is she become a widow! She that was great among the nations. * She hath none to comfort her, save thee, O our God. 
( She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks. She hath. Glory be. She hath. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Friday

1027

The Beginning of the Book of Obadiah 

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 1, 1-11 

T

HE vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord God concerning Edom; We have heard a rumour from the Lord, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen. Arise ye, and let us rise up against her in battle. Behold. I have made thee small among the heathen: thou art greatly despised. The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in thc clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground? Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the Lord. 

( I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, * Which shall never hold their peace day nor night to praise the Name of the Lord.

( They shall proclaim my might unto the nations, and declare my glory unto the Gentiles. Which shall.

Lesson ij 

I

F thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, (how art thou cut off!) would they not have stolen till they had enough ? if the grapegatherers came to thee, would they not leave some grapes? How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his hidden things sought up! All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee: there is none understanding in him.

( Encompass us, O Lord, with thine impregnable wall, and with the arms of thy power defend us alway. * O Lord God of Israel, deliver them that cry unto thee. 

( Deliver us also according to thy marvellous works. and give glory to thy Name. O Lord.

Lesson iij 

S

HALL I not in that day, saith the Lord, even destroy the wise men out of Edom, and understanding out of the mount of Esau? And thy mighty men. O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that every one of the mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter. For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for ever. ¶ In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried away captive his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them. 

( We looked for peace,  but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold.trouble. We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness. * Forget us not for ever.
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( O Lord our God, we have sinned, we have done ungodly, we have dealt unrighteously in all thy ordinances. Forget. Glory be. Forget. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

The Beginning of the Book of Jonah 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 1-12 

N

OW the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Arnittai, saying, Arise, 

go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.

Lesson ij 

T

HEN the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them, But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him. and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us, So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah.

Lesson iij 

T

HEN said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou? And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. ¶  Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them. Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 

__________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY

BEFORE THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF NOVEMBER

AT VESPERS

( Let our evening prayer come up before thee, O Lord.
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( And let thy mercy come down down upon us.
On Magnificat, Antiphon. I have set watchmen * upon thy walls, O Jerusalem,which shall never hold their  peace day nor night, praising the Nane of the Lord. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF NOVEMBER

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the Prophet Micah. 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 1, 1-9 

T

HE word of the Lord that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. Hear, all ye people; hearken, O earth, and all that therein is: and let the Lord God be witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple. 

( I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and the whole earth was full of his glory: * And his train filled the temple. 

( Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings. And his. 

Lesson ij
F

OR, behold; the Lord cometh  forth out of his place, and will come down, and tread upon the high places of the earth. And the mountains shall be molten under him, and the valleys shall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and as the waters that are poured down a steep place. For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. 

( Look down, O Lord, from the dwelling place of thy holiness and take thought for us. O my God, incline thine ear and hear. * Open thine eyes and behold our desolations.
( Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that Jeadest Joseph like a sheep. Open. 

W

HAT is the transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of  Judah? are they not Jerusalem? Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof.

( Behold, O Lord, how doth the city sit solitary that was full of people! How is she become a widow! She that was great among the. nations. * She hath none to comfort her, save thee, O our God. 

( She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks. She hath.

Lesson iv 
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A

ND all the graven Images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof will I lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot. Therefore I will wail and howl, I will go stripped and naked: I will make a wailing like the dragons, and mourning as the owls. For her wound is incurable; for it is come unto Judah; he is come unto the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem. 

( He hath redeemed his people and ransomed them; therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall rejoice in the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil: * And they shall hunger no more. 

( And their soul shall be as a watered garden. And they. Glory be. And they. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Sermon by S. Basil the Great on Psalm 33 

Lesson v 

W

HEN the desire to sin attacks thee, I would that thou shouldest reflect upon that dread and awful judgment seat of Christ: on which he will sit as Judge on an high and lofty throne. Near by will stand every creature, trembling at the glorious sight of him. We must all be led there, one by one, ready to give account of those deeds which we have done in our lifetime. 

( I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, * Which shall never hold their peace day nor night to praise the Name of the Lord. 

( They shall proclaim my might unto the nations, and declare my glory unto the Gentiles. Which shall.  

Lesson vj

T

HEN, by the side of those who have committed many evils in life, stand angels terrible and hideous, casting fiery looks and breathing flames, set upon that one task, and displaying the hostility of their will, with countenance like night, because of their grief and their hatred of the human race. 

( Encompass us, O Lord, with thine impregnable wall, and with the arms of thy power defend us alway. * O Lord God of Israel, deliver them that cry unto thee. 

( Deliver us also according to thy marvellous works, and give glory to thy Name. 

O Lord. 

Lesson vij 

R

EFLECT also upon the deep abyss, the impenetrable darkness, the fire bereft of glow, possessing indeed the power to burn, but without light: then the brood of worms, pouring in their venom and devouring flesh, eating and never 

1031
filled, nor even feeling satiety, implanting pains unbearable. Finally, the torment 

that is worst of all, that everlasting shame and confusion. Fear these, and held by this fear keep thy soul from desire for sins as with a bridle. 

( We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble: We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedness. * Forget us not for ever.

( O Lord our God, we have sinned, we have done ungodly, we have dealt unrighteously in all thy ordinances. Forget

Lesson viij 

T

HE prophet promised that he would teach this fear of the Lord: but he promised not without condition, but only to those who wished to hear him: not to those who have fallen far, but only to those who run seeking salvation: not to those who are alien from the promises, but to those who are reconciled and united to the Word himself by the baptism of filial adoption. Therefore did be say. Come ye; that is, Come to me as sons, by your good works, for by regeneration ye have become worthy to be made sons of light: Hearken, ye who have opened the ears of your heart: I will teach you the fear of the Lord: that fear, indeed, which we described above in our sermon.

( I am straitened on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God.

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if I do it not, I cannot escape thy

hands.. Glory be. It is. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon, Canticles and (, p. 43. 

( ix. Blessed is the people * Whom the Lord of hosts hath blessed, saying: O Israel, thou art the work of mine own hands, thou art mine own 

inhentance. 

( Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance Whom the. 

( x. My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me. 

( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. And they.

( xj.  He hath shewed  thee O man, what is good: and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to * Do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God. 

( Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good, and dwell in the land. Do justice. 
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( xij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole 
__________________________________________________________________

Monday

The Beginning of the Book of Nahum 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 1-10 

T

HE burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite. God is jealous, and the Lord revengeth, and is furious; the Lord will take vengeance on his adversaries. and he reserveth wrath for his enemies. ¶ The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers. 

( He hath redeemed his people and ransomed them; therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall rejoice in the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil: * And they shall hunger no more. 

( And their soul shall be as a watered garden. And they.
Lesson ij

B

ASHAN languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth. The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him. 

( I am straitened on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God.

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if I do it not, I cannot escape thy

hands.

Lesson iij

T

HE Lord is good a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him. But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the place thereof, and shall pursue his enemies. What do ye imagine against the Lord?
he will make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time. For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry.

( My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me. 
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( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. And they. Glory be. And they. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

The Beginning of the Book of Habakkuk 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 1-10 

T

HE burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see. O Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save! Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling and violence are before me: and there are that raise up strife and contention. ¶ Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth. 
( Before the face of thine anger, O God, the whole earth is troubled: * But thou, O Lord, have mercy, and make not an end utterly. 

( O Lord our Governor, how excellent is thy name in all the world. But thou. 

Lesson ij 

B

EHOLD ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you. For, lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which hall march through the breadth of the land, to possess the dwellingplaces that are not their's. They are terrible and dreadful: their judgment and their dignity shall proceed of themselves.

( Fence thou this city, O Lord, and let thine Angels keep the walls therefore. * O Lord, hearken unto thy people with mercy. 

( O Lord, let thine anger be turned away from thy people, and from thine holy city. O Lord, hearken. 

Lesson iij 

T

HEIR horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat. They shall come all for violence: their faces shall sup up as the east wind, and they shall gather the captivity as the sand. And they shall scoff at the kings. and the princes shall be a scorn unto them: they shall deride every strong hold; for they shall heap dust, and take it. 

( O Lord God, have mercy upon the sinful nation, upon * The people laden with iniquity. 
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( Let it repent thee concerning the transgression of thy people. The people. Glory be. The people. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

The Beginning of the Book of Zephaniah 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 1-9 

T

HE word of the Lord which came unto Zephaniah the son of Cushi, the son of 

Gedaliah, the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah. I will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the Lord. I will consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stumbling-blocks with the wicked; and I

will cut off man from off the land, saith the Lord. 

( He hath shewed thee O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to * Do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God. 

( Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be doing good, and dwell in the land. Do justice. 

Lesson ij 

I

 WILL also stretch out mine hand upon Judah, and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will cut off the remnant of Baa1 from this place. and the name of the Chemarims with the priests; and them that worship the host of heaven upon the housetops; and them that worship and that swear by the Lord, and that swear by Malcham; and them that are turned back from the Lord; and those that have not sought the Lord nor enquired of him.  

( I am straitened on every side, and know not what to choose. * It is better for me to fall into the hands of men, than to sin against the law of my God. 

( For if I do this thing, it is death unto me: and if I do it not, I cannot escape thy hands. It is.

Lesson iij

H

OLD thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is at 

hand: for the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests. ¶ And it shall come to pass in the day of the Lord.s sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with strange apparel. In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters' houses with violence and deceit.

( My God hath sent his Angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, * And they have 

not hurt me, forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me. 
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( God shall send forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. And they. Glory be. And they. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

The Beginning of the Book of Haggai 

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 1, 1-10 

I

N the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, in the first day of the 

month, came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Josedech, the high priest, saying, Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, This people say, The time is not come, the time that the Lord's house should be built.

( I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and the whole earth was full of his glory: * And his train filled the temple. 

( Above it stood the Seraphim: each one had six wings. And his. 

Lesson ij 

T

HEN came the word of the Lord by Haggai the prophet, saying. Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houses, and this house lie waste? Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways. ¶ Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that eameth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes. 

( Look down, O Lord, from the dwelling place of thy holiness and take thought for us. O my God, incline thine ear and hear. * Open thine eyes and behold our desolations. 

( Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep. Open. 

Lesson iij 

T

HUS saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways. Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build the house; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord. Ye looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? saith the Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that is waste, and ye run every man unto his own house. Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from dew, and the earth is stayed from it. 

( Behold, O Lord, how doth the city sit solitary that was full of people! How is she become a widow! She that was great among the nations. * She hath none to comfort her, save thee, O our God. 
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( She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks. She hath. Glory be. She hath. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Friday

The Beginning of the Book of Zechariah 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 1-6 

I

N the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the Lord unto Zechariah, son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet, saying, The Lord hath been sore displeased with your fathers. ¶  Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the Lord of hosts.

( I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, * Which shall never hold their peace day nor night to praise the Name of the Lord. 

( They shall proclaim my might unto the nations, and declare my glory unto the Gentiles. Which shall. 

Lesson ij 

B

E ye not as your fathers. unto whom the former prophets have cried, saying, 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me saith the lord. Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for ever? 

( Encompass us, O Lord, with thine impregnable wall, and with the arms of thy power defend us alway. * O Lord God of Israel, deliver them that cry unto thee. 

( Deliver us also according to thy marvellous work, and give glory to thy Name. O Lord. 

Lesson iij

B

UT my words and my statutes, which I commanded my servants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers? and they returned and said, Like as the Lord of hosts thought to do unto us, according to our ways, and according to our doings, so hath he dealt with us. 

( We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble. We ackowledge, O Lord, our wickedness. * Forget us not for ever. 

( O Lord our God, we have sinned, we have done ungodly, we have dealt unrighteously in all thy ordinances. Forget. Glory be. Forget. 
__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

The Beginning of the Book of Malachi 
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Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 1, 1-11 

T

HE burden of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. I have loved you, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith the Lord: yet I loved Jacob, and I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. Whereas Edom saith, we are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus saith the Lord of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of wickedness, and, The people against whom the Lord hath indignation for ever.  
Lesson ij

A

ND your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The Lord will be magnified from the border of Israel. A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear? saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name? Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye say, Wherein have we polluted thee? In that ye say, The table of the Lord is contemptible. 

Lesson iij

A

ND if ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor; will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy person? saith the Lord of hosts. And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this hath been by your means: will he regard your persons? saith the Lord of hosts. ¶ Who is there even among you that would shut the doors for nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought. I have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand. For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts.

 __________________________________________________________________

SATURDAY

BEFORE THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

AT VESPERS
Antiphons and Psalms from the Psalter, p. 223

 Chapter                                                                                                          Rom. l.

B

RETHREN: It is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer then when we believed. ( Thanks be to God. 

1038
Short ( Shew us * Thy mercy, O Lord. And it  is repeated: Show us thy mercy, O Lord. ( And grant us thy salvation. Thy mercy, O Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. Shew us thy mercy, O Lord.

.

Hymn E.H.1                                 Conditor alme siderum      

    CREATOR of the stars of night,                4    At whose dread name, majestic now, 

    Thy people's everlasting light,                          All knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
    Jesu. Redeemer, save us all,                             And things celestial thee shall own, 

    And hear thy servants when they call.             And things terrestrial, Lord alone.

2  Thou, grieving that the ancient curse         5    O thou whose  coming is with dread , 

    Should doom to death a universe,                    To judge and doom tho quick and dead, 

    Hast found the medicine, full of grace             Preserve us, while we dwell below,

    To save and heal a ruined race.                         From every insult of the foe.

3  Thou cam'st, the Bridegroom of the bride, 6  To God the Father, God the Son,

    As drew the world to evening-tide;                And God the Spirit, Three in One, 

    Proceeding from a virgin shrine,                    Laud, honour, might, and glory be  

    The spotless Victim all divine:                       From age to age eternally.    Amen. 

( Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. 

( Let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Behold, the Name of the Lord * cometh from afar:     and his glory filleth all the earth. 

COLLECT.
S

TIR UP, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy power and come: that by thy protection we may be found worthy to be set free from the dangers of our sins which beset us, and to be saved by thy deliverance: Who livest and reignest with God the Father in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God: throughout all ages, world without end. ( Amen. 

 The usual Suffrages are not said.

 . 

(
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THE HOMILIES, 

GOSPELS AND COLLECTS

  With the Antiphons on Benedictus and Magnificat on Sundays arranged in order, from the third after Pentecost until Advent

________________________________________________________________________

1892:    
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

COLLECT

O

 GOD, the protector of them that trust in thee, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: multiply upon us thy mercy; that, thou being our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal. Through. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke

Lesson ix                                                                                                         Ch. l5 

A

T that time: then drew near unto Jesus all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                      Homily 35 on the Gospels 

Y

OU have heard in the Gospel lesson, my brethren, that the publicans and sinners drew near unto the Redeemer; and they were received, so that they not only spoke with him, they even ate with him. And when the Pharisees saw this, they were scornful. You may gather from this that true righteousness is compassionate, whereas false righteousness is scornful.

Lesson  x 
H

OWEVER, the righteous also are wont to he scornful towards sinners. But one kind of scorn springs from a form of pride, whereas the othcr comes from zeal for discipline. They are scornful, indeed, but not as scorners; they are disappointed, but not without hope; they are moved to inflict punishment, but they do not cease to love: for though they outwardly pour forth reproaches for the sake of discipline, yet do they inwardly maintain the gentlencss of charity. 

Lesson xj
T

HEY often have a higher opinion of those they correct than they have of themselves; they think that those whom they judge are better than than they are. Clearly, in such a case, they both guard those under their care through discipline, and themselves through humility. On the other hand, those who are wont to be haughty through false righteousness, despise everyone else and show no mercy to the weak; and, since they will not believe that they are sinners themselves, for that very reason they become worse sinners. 
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Lesson xij

C

LEARLY, to be numbered among these are those Pharisees who criticized the Lord for receiving sinners; in dryness of heart they rebuked the very fountain of mercy. But they were sick, so sick that they were unaware of it. To make them realize that they were sick, the heavenly physician tends them with a gentle remedy, laying before them this gracious parable, and reduces the swelling of the wound in their hearts. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke                  Ch. 15. 1-10 

A

T that time: then drew near unto Jesus all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. And he spake this parable unto them, saying, What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons which need no repentence. Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently until she find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost. Likewise I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 

( The Lord is King, and hath put on glorious apparel.

( The Lord hath put on his apparel, and girded himself with strength

On Benedictus, Antiphon.  What man of you,* having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost,  until he find it? alleluia.  

Collect  O God,  as above.

( Lord, let my prayer be set forth. ( In thy sight as the incense.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. What woman,* having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently  until  she find it? 
__________________________________________________________________

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

COLLECT
G

RANT to us, O Lord, we beseech thee: that the course of this world may be peaceably ordered by thy governance; and thy Church may rejoice in godly quietness. Through. 
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The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson ix                                                                                                            Ch. 5 

A

T that time: as the people pressed upon Jesus to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret. And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                                 Bk. 4 on Luke Ch. 7 

W

HEN the Lord bestowed his manifold healing on so many people, neither time nor place could keep back the crowds that pressed upon him, seeking to be healed. Evening fell; they still followed him: he came to the shore of the lake; they still surged on: and thererore he entered into Peter's ship. This is that ship, which, according to Matthew, was yet tossed about. but according to Luke, it was full of fishes: thus we may learn that at first the Church suffered storms, but was afterwards filled with souls. 

Lesson x
F

OR the fishes are the men who swim through this life. In Matthew's account Christ sleeps in the midst of his disciples: in Luke's he gives commands. For in the hearts of the lukewarm he sleeps: in the perfect he watches. That ship is not tossed which is steered by wisdom; unfaithfulness is not on board, the wind of faith fills its sails. How could it be tossed, when he on whom the Church is founded is in command? A storm arises where there is littleness of faith: here there is safety, where there is perfect love.

Lesson xj

A

ND if others are told to let down their nets, yet to Peter alone is it said, Launch out into the deep: that is, into the depths of doctrine. For what is more profound than to discern thc depths of the riches of God, to know the Son of God, and to make profession of the Divine generation? Although the human mind cannot comprehend this by reasoning, yet it can be grasped by profound faith. 
Lesson xij 

F

OR although I am not to know how he was born, yet am I not to be in ignorance of the fact that he was born. I know not the manner of his generation, but I acknowledge the Author of that generation. We were not present when he was born Son of God the Father, but we were present when he was declared Son of God the Father. If we believe not God, whom shall we believe? For all that we believe, we believe either through sight or through hearing: sight often fails, but faith cometh by hearing. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke                 Ch. 5. 1-11 

A

T that time: as the people pressed upon Jesus to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, and saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. And he entered 

into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. Now 
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when he had left off speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes, and their net brake. And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: and so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him. 

( The Lord is King, and hath put on glorious apparel.

( The Lord hath put on his apparel, and girded himself with strength

On Benedictus, Antiphon. And Jesus entered * into a ship, and sat down, and taught the people, alleluia. 
Collect  Grant to us,  as above.

( Lord, let my prayer be set forth. ( In thy sight as the incense.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  Master, * we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless, at thy  word I will let down the net. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

COLLECT
O

 GOD,who hast prepared for them that love thee such good things as pass man's understanding: pour into our hearts such love toward thee; that we, loving thee in all and above all things, may obtain thy promises, which exceed all that we can desire. Through. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson ix                                                                                                          Ch. 5

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop            On the Sermon on the Mount Bk. 1, Ch. 9 

T

HE righteousness of the Pharisees is, that they shall not kill; the righteousness of those who are destined to enter into the kingdom of God, that they shall not 

be angry without a cause. The least commandment, therefore, is not to kill; and whosoever shall break that, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall fulfil that commandment not to kill, will not, as a necessary
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consequence, be great and meet for the kingdom of heaven, but yet he ascends a certain step. He will be perfected, however, if he be not angry without a cause; and if he shall do this he will be much further removed from murder. 

Lesson x 

T

HEREFORE he who teaches that we should not be angry does not break the law that we should not kill, but fulfils it; so that we preserve our innocence both outwardly while we do not kill, and in our heart when we are not angry.   There is therefore a gradation in the sins referred to, so that first one is angry, and keeps that feeling unexpressed in his heart; but if now that emotion shall draw forth an exclamation of anger not having any definite meaning, but giving evidence of that feeling of the mind by the very fact of the outbreak wherewith he is assailed with whom one is angry, this is certainly more than if the rising anger were restrained by silence.

Lesson xj
B

UT if there is heard not merely an exclamation of anger, but also a word by which the party using it now indicates and signifies a distinct censure of him against whom it is directed, who doubts but that it is something more than if merely an exclamation were uttered?  

Lesson xij

L

OOK now also at the three degrees of liability: to the judgment, to the council, to the gehenna of fire. For in the judgment an opportunity is still given for defence. In the council, however, although there is wont to be a judgment, yet because the very fact of a distinction being made compels us to acknowledge that there is a certain difference in this passage: the pronouncing of the sentence seems to belong to the council, inasmuch as it is not now the case of the accused himself that is in question, whether he is to be condemned or not, but a conferring with one another on the part of those who judge to what punishment they ought to condemn him, who, it is clear, is to be condemned, Thc gehenna of fire, though, does not treat as a doubtful matter either the condemnation, like the judgment, or the punishment of him who is condemned, like the council; for in the gehenna of fire both the condemnation and the punishment of him who is 

condemned are certain. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew             Ch.5. 20-26 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: but I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall 
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