ON THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

__________________________________________________________________

AT VESPERS

Antiphon 1  The King of peace * is highly exalted, for whose countenance all the earth  longeth. Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113 of Sunday.

Antiphon 2.  The King of peace * is highly exalted, exceeding the kings   of the whole  earth.  

Antiphon 3. Know ye * that the kingdom of God is nigh: verily  I say unto you, it will not tarry.   

Antiphon 4. Lift up your heads, * for  behold, your redemption draweth nigh     
Chapter                                                                                                        Titus 3.
A

FTER  that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us. 

Short ( Ye shall know this day * That the Lord will come. Ye shall.

( And in the morning ye shall see his glory.  That the Lord. Glory be. Ye shall know.

                     Hymn: E.H. 17                   Christe Redemptor omnium       
    JESU, the Father's only Son,                4  Thus testifies the present day,

     Whose death for all redemption won         Through every year in long array,

     Before the worlds, of God most high        That thou, salvation’s source aIone,

     Begotten all ineffably:.                              Proceededst from the Father's throne.

2  The Father's light and splendour thou,    5 Whence sky, and stars, and sea’s abyss

    Their endless hope to thee that bow;         And earth, and all that therein is,

    Accept the praycrs and praise today           Shall still, with laud and carol meet,

    That through the world thy servants pay    The Author of thine advent greet

3   Salvation's author, call to mind               6 And we who by thy precious blood

    How, taking form of humankind,                From sin redeemed, are marked for God

    Born of a Virgin undefiled:                       On this the day that saw thy birth,       
    Thou in man s flesh becam’st a child.          Sing the new song of ransomed earth:

But with this conclusion :     7  All honour, laud, and glory be,

                                                  O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee;

                                                  All glory, as is ever meet,

                                                  To Father and to Paraclete.       Amen.
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Thus  end all hymns of the same metre until Epiphany.

( Tomorrow the iniquity of the earth shall be blotted   out.

( And the Saviour of tbe world shall reign over us.

On Magnifieat, Antiphon. When the sun hath risen * in the heavens, ye shall see the King of kings  proceeding from the Father, as a bridegroom out of his chamber. 
COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we, who through our ancient bondage are held beneath the yoke of sin;  may bythe new birth of thine only-begotten Son in the flesh obtain deliverance. Through the same.

AT MATINS

Invitatory.  Unto  us  Christ is born  * O come,   let   us   worship.  Psalm 95   
Hymn. E. H. 17  Christe Redemptor omnium, as above at Vespers.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon 1. The Lord said unto me: * thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.  Psalm 2  Quare fremuerunt, p. 4.   

Antiphon 2.  The Lord cometh forth *  as a bridegroom out of his chamber. Psalm 19  Cæli enarrant, p. 22. 

Antiphon 3   Be ye lift up, * ye everlasting doors: and the King of glory shall come in. Psalm 24 Domini est terra, p. 31.

Antiphon 4.. Full of grace * are thy lips, because God hath blessed thee for ever.          Psalm 45 Eructavit, p. 79.         

Antiphon 5. We wait * for thy loving-kindness, O God, in the midst of thy Temple. Psalm 48 Magnus Dominius, p. 86. 

Antiphon 6. In the time of the Lord * there shall be abundance of peace, and he shall reign. Psalm 72 Deus judicium, p. 108. 

( The Lord cometh forth. ( As a bridegroom out of his chamber.
The following Lessons from Isaiah are read without title.

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 9.

A

T the first he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations. The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased the joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and  the staff, of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.  For unto us a child is  born, unto us  a  son is given :  and 
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the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called: Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

( Today  the King of heaven was pleased to be born  of a Virgin for our sakes, that he might restore lost man  to the heavenly kingdom. * There is joy among the host of Angels, because eternal salvation hath appeared unto men.

( Glory  to  God   in  the highest, and on earth peace to men of good will.        There is joy.

( Glory be  to the Father, and to the Son, and to the  Holy  Ghost. 

And the ( To-day the King is repeated as far as  unto men. 

  Lesson ij

C

OMFORT ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord's hand double for all her sins. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

(  Today the true peace cometh down from heaven  unto us. * Today throughout the whole world the heavens drop down sweetness.

( Today hath risen upon us the daystar of our new redemption, of the restoration of the old, of eternal  redemption. Today throughout. 

 Lesson iij

E

VERY valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it. Surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.

(  O ye shepherds, speak,  tell us what  ye have  seen:  who hath appeared upon the earth?  * We saw the new-born Child, and a multitude of the heavenly host praising the Lord. 

( Tell us what ye have seen, and bring us tidings of the birth of  Christ.  We saw. 

Lesson iv

A

WAKE, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth there shall be no more come into thee 
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the uncircumcised  and unclean. Shake thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion. For thus saith the Lord God, My people went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn there; and the Assyrian opporessed them without cause. Now, therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that my people is taken away for nought? They that rule over them make them to howl, saith the Lord; and my name continually every day is blasphemed. Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: behold, it is I.

(  Very God is come down from heaven, begotten of the Father, and hath entered into the Virgin's womb. and hath appeared visibly unto us clothed in humen flesh received from our first parent: *  And he who is both God and man, Light and Life, the creator of the world, hath passed thorugh the closed portal.

( The Lord cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber. And he. Glory be. And he.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon 7. Truth * hath flourished out of the earth, and righteousness hath looked  down from heaven. Psalm 85  Benedixisti,   p. 127.
Antiphon 8. He shall call me, * alleluia; thou art my Father, alleluia.   Psalm 89 Misericordias Domini,  p. 134.

Antiphon. 9. Let the heavens rejoice * and the earth be glad before the face of the Lord, for he cometh. Psalm 96 Cantate Domino,  p. 140.

Antiphon 10.  In the beginning *  and before all ages was God the Word: he is born unto us, the Saviour of the world.  Psalm 97 Dominus regnavit,  p. 141. 

Antiphon 11. The Lord declared, * alleluia, his salvation, alleluia. Psalm 98  Cantate Domino, p. 142. 

Antiphon 12. The choir of Angels * singeth to the new born Lord, saying: salvation to our God, alleluia. Psalm 99  Dominus regnavit,  p. 142. 

( Thou art fairer than the children of men. ( Full of grace are thy lips.

Sermon by S. Leo the Great.

Lesson v                                                            Sermon 21: On the Lord’s Nativity.

O

UR Saviour, dearly beloved, is born today: let us rejoice. No trace of sadness may be permitted on this birthday of Life. This day abolishes the fear of death and fills us with joy by reason of the promise of eternal life. No-one is excluded from a share in this eagerness. The joy is for one and all: our Lord is the 

Destroyer of sin and death; he finds no-one free from guilt, so he comes to set every-one free.

( O great mystery and wondrous  sacrament,  that beasts may see the new-          born Lord  lying in  a  manger. * O  blessed Virgin, whose womb was worthy to
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bear the Lord Christ. 

( Hail, Mary,  full of grace, the  Lord is with  thee.  O  blessed.

Lesson vj

L
ET the Saint rejoice, for he shall soon receive his palm; let the sinner be glad, for he is offered his pardon; let the Gentile awake, for he is summoned to life. When the fullnes of time was come, that time ordained by the high  and inscrutable  counsel of God, the  Son of God  took flesh from our human nature, that he might reconcile that nature to  its Creator, and that the devil, the inventor of death, might be overcome by that same flesh which had been the cause of his victory. 

(  Blessed is God’s holy Mother, Mary, maiden undefiled. * This day hath she brought forth the Saviour of  the world. 

( Blessed is she that believed, for there hath been a performance of those things which  were told her of the Lord.  This day hath.
 Lesson vij 

G

OD joins battle on our behalf, and there is a great and wonderful equity in the 

 battle-array;  for Almighty God comes forth to meet our raging foe, armed, not in his majesty, but in our weakness. He meets him with the same body, the same nature, even with a share of our mortality, yet with no spot of sin. How different is this Child's birth from all others; it is written: No-one is free from tainting sin, not even an infant that has lived but one day on the earth. Now no spot of the concupiscence of the flesh had penetrated into this unique Birth, no trace of the law of sin remained. A royal virgin of the stem of David was chosen;   she who was, to be pregnant with holy Fruit, conceived mentally before bodily that Offspring  of hers  who was  both human  and divine.  While  the counsels of 
heaven were yet unknown to her  she was troubled at the strange annunciation, and so she learned from her conversation with the Angel that it was by the co-operation of the Holy Ghost that this thing was to happen to her: so she believed that without loss of her virginity she was soon to be the Mother of God. 

(  O holy and spotless virginity!  I know not how to praise thee,  *  For thou hast borne in thy breast him whom the heavens cannot contain. 

( Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.  For thou

Lesson viij                                                                     further on, towards the end.

L

ET us give thanks,  dearly beloved, to God the Father, through his Son, in the unity of the Holy Spirit; for God who is rich in mercy towards us, even when 

we were dead in our sins hath quickened us together with Christ, and made us to be a new creature in him, and a new workmanship. Let us put off the old man with 
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his deeds: and let us obtain a share in Christ's sonship, laying aside the works of the flesh. O Christian, learn how great you have become, you who have been made a partaker of the divine nature. Do not return to the former vileness of your old and corrupt conversation. Remember the Head and Body of which you are a member. Never forget that you have been delivered out of the power of darkness and translated into the light and kingdom of God.

(  The Angel said unto the shepherds: I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people: for unto you is born in the city of David a Saviour, * Which is Christ the Lord. 

( Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. Which is. Glory be. Which is. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. Unto us a little Child * is born to-day: and he shall be called the mighty God, alleluia, alleluia. 

CANTICLES

The Song of Isaiah                                                                                   Ch. 9, 2-7 

T

HE people that walked in darkness * have seen a great light. 

2 They that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, * upon them hath the light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, * thou hast increased the joy: 

4 They joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, * and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

5 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, * as in the day of Midian. 

6 For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise and garments rolled in blood; * but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 

7 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: * and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

8 And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, * the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
9 Of the increase of his government, and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, * to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice, 

10 From henceforth even for ever: * the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

The Song of Isaiah                                                                                 Ch. 26, 1-12 

W

E have a strong city; *  salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks.
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2 Open ye the gates, * that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in.  

3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: * because he trusteth in thee. 

4 Trust ye in the Lord for ever: * for in the Lord Jehovah  is everlasting strength.

5 For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; * the lofty city he layeth it low;

6 He layeth it low, even to the ground; * he bringeth it even to the dust. 

7 The foot shall tread it down, * even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy. 

8 The way of the just is uprightness: * thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just. 

9 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee; * the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. 

10 With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: * for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 

11 Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, * and will not behold the majesty of the Lord. 

12 Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see: * but they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine enemies shall devour them. 

13 Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us: * for thou also hast wrought all our works in us. 

The Song of Isaiah                                                                             Ch.  66, 10-16

R

EJOICE ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her, * rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her: 

2 That ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations; * that ye may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory. 
3 For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, * and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream. Then shall ye suck. 

4 Ye shall be borne upon her sides, * and be dandled upon her knees. 

5 As one whom his mother comforteth, * so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 

6 And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, * and your bones shall flourish like an herb: 

7 And the hand of the Lord shall be known toward his servants, * and his
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indignation toward his enemies. 

8 For, behold, the Lord will corne with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, * to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 

9 For by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with all flesh: * and the slain of the Lord shall be many. 

Antiphon.  Unto us a little Child is born to-day: and he shall be called the mighty God, alleluia, alleluia. 

( He shall call me, alleluia ( Thou art my Father, alleluia. Our Father.

Absolution From the chains.

Blessing  May the Gospel Lesson be to us salvation and protection. (  Amen.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson ix.                                                                                               Ch. 1, 1-16 

T

HE book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob. And the rest.

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest                                       Comm. on Matt. .Bk 1, v.1 

W

E read in Isaiah, Who shall declare his generation? We must not therefore think that the Evangelist is contrary to the Prophet, because that which the one said was impossible of statement, the other begins to relate. One is speaking of the generation of the Godhead, the other of the Incarnation. But he begins from mortal persons, that we may learn to know God through man. Son of David, son of Abraham. The order is inverted, but changed of necessity, for if he had placed Abraham first and after- wards David, it would have been necessary to trace back to Abraham again in order that the line of descent might be constructed.

( Behold the Lamb of God, behold him that taketh away the sin of the world, behold him of whom I said unto you: There cometh one after me which is preferred before me: * The latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose. 

( He that is of the earth speaketh of the things of the earth, but he that cometh from heaven is above all things. The latchet. 

Blessing By the words of the Gospel may our sins be blotted out. ( Amen. 

The Lesson from the Holy  Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson x                                                                                                            Ch. 2.

A

T that time: there went out a decree from Cæsar Augustus, that all the world should be enrolled. And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                        Homily 8 on the Gospels

B

Y the bounty of the Lord, we celebrate three solemn Masses to-day, so that we cannot spend long on the Gospel lesson; yet because it is the Lord's Birthday we must say a few words. Why was it that all the world was enrolled when the Lord was born? It was to show plainly that he who was going to enter up 
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his chosen ones in the book of eternal life was now appearing in flesh. Concerning the reprobate, it is said in the words of the Psalmist, Let them be wiped out of the book of the living, and not be written among the righteous. It is fitting that he was born in Bethlehem, for Bethlehem means, House of Bread, and he it was who said, I am the living bread which came down from heaven. Therefore his birth-place was called in former times, The House of Bread, as a prophecy that he who would be born there was going to replenish the souls of his chosen ones with spiritual refreshment. There was also a reason for his being born while on a journey, instead of at his parents’ home: he was born in the human flesh which he assumed, as in a strange land.

(  Blessed is the womb of the Virgin Mary, which  bore the  Son of the Eternal Father, and blessed are the paps which gave suck to Christ the Lord. * Who on       this day for the world’s salvation hath been pleased to be born of a Virgin. 

( This day which is breaking is holy: come, ye nations, and worship the   Lord. 

Who on.

Blessing May Christ the the Son of God teach us the words of the holy Gospel. 

( Amen

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke

Lesson xj                                                                                                    Ch. 2.

A

T that time: the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And the rest.
Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                                Book 2 on Luke 2

B

EHOLD the beginning of the rising Church: Christ is born and the Shepherds begin their watch; they gather the flocks of the Gentiles, like new-born lambs, into the sheep-fold of the Lord, protecting them from the incursion of spiritual wild beasts that prowl in the dark night. And rightly do the shepherds watch, as instructed by the Good Shepherd. The flock is the congregation, the night is the world, and the shepherds are the priests. Or perhaps he to whom it was said, be watchful and strengthen, might be the shepherd. For the Lord has not only appointed bishops to watch over his flock; he has stationed the Angels as well.

(  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. * The same was in the beginning with God.

( All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. The same was.
Blessing. Throuigh the Gospel Word may we merit the eternal kingdom. ( Amen. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John.

Lesson xij                                                                                                Ch 1, 1-14. 
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I

N the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                                   Homily 1 on John

L

EST thou shouldest suppose it to mean ought so valueless as thou hast used thyself to associate with the customary mention of man's words, hear what meaning thou must associate with this Word: The Word was God. Now let some unbelieving Arian stand forth, and say. The Word of God was made. How could the Word of God be made, when, by the Word, God made all things?  If the Word of God was Itself also made, by what other Word was It made? If thou meanest this; that there is the Word of the Word; then this Word by which that was made the same I call the only-begotten Son of God. But if thou dost not mean the Word of the Word, then, acknowledge that the Word by which all things were made was not Itself made. For that, by which all things were made, could not be made by Itself.  Believe then the Evangelist.

(  And  the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among  us, *  And we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.                       ( All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.  And we. Glory be.  And we.

¶ Then is said the Hymn Te Deum Laudamus, as above, p. 49.

The Continuation of the Holy  Gospel according to S. Luke                          Ch. 2.

A

T that time: there went out a decree from Cæsar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was. that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her first-born son. and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them. Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God. and saying, Glory to God in the highest. and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
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COLLECT

G

RANT we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who through our ancient bondage are held  beneath the yoke of sin; may  by the new Birth of thine Only-begotten Son in the flesh obtain deliverance. Through the same
( The Lord be with you. ( And with thy spirit. And when Let us bless the Lord has been said, the first Mass is said after Midnight, as in the Ordinary: which being ended, Lauds are said, beginning at once with the ( O God, make speed.

AT LAUDS, and the Hours,

Antiphon 1. Whom beheld ye, * O shepherds? Tell us, declare to us the tidings, on earth  who hath appeared? We saw the new-born infant, and the choir of Angels, 

praising the Lord together, alleluia, alleluia. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest.

Antiphon 2. She that travailled * hath borne the Monarch whose name is everlasting: she hath the joy of a moher, with the honour of virginity;  before her none hath been seen like her, nor shall there be after, alleluia.   
Antiphon 3. The Angel * said unto the shepherds, Behold, I bring you joyful tidings: for unto you is born this day the world's Redeemer, alleluia. 

Antiphon 4.  There was * with the Angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and  saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men              of good will,  alleluia. 
Antiphon 5. Unto us this day * a Child is born, a Son is given: and his Name shall be the mighty  God,  alleluia,  alleluia. . 

Chapter                                                                                                         Heb. l 

G

OD,who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in  time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds. 

Short ( The Word was made flesh, * Alleluia, alleluia. The Word.

( And dwelt among us. Alleluia. Glory be. The Word.

                      Hymn E H 18                             A solis ortus cardine.
   From east to west, from shore to shore,    3 For this how wondrously he wrought! 

   Let every heart awake and sing                   A maiden, in her lowly place, 

   The holy Child whom Mary bore,               Became in ways beyond all thought, 

   The Christ, the everlasting King.                The chosen vessel of his grace. 

2 Behold, the world's Creator wears        4   She bowed her to the Angel’s word

   The form and fashion of a slave                 Declaring what the Father willed, 
   Our very flesh our Maker shares,              And suddenly the promised Lord 

   His fallen creature, man, to save.              That pure and hallowed temple fi1led.
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5  He shrank not from the oxen's stall,     6  And  while the Angels in the sky

    He lay within the manger-bed,                 Sang praise above the silent field,
   And he, whose bounty feedeth all,            To shepherds poor the Lord most high, 

   At Mary's breast himself was fed.             The one great Shepherd, was revealed.  

The following final verse is said instead of those of E.H.17 and 18: 

7  All honour, laud, and glory be

                                                   O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee;

                                                   All glory, as is ever meet, 

                                                   To Father and to Paraclete.          Amen.

( The Lord declared, alleluia. ( His salvation, alleluia.

On Benedictus, Antiphon. Glory  to God in the highest, * and on earth peace to men of good will, alleluia, alleluia.    

COLLECT

G

RANT we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who through our ancient bondage are held  beneath the yoke of sin; may  by the new Birth of thine Only-begotten Son in the flesh obtain deliverance. Through the same.

In the morning Prime is said: which being ended, is celebrated the second Mass at Dawn, and in it commemoration is made of S. Anastasia, Martyr. 

AT PRIME

Antiphon Whom beheld ye, p. 331.  
At the close of the Chapter, Short Lesson They shall perish, as below at None. 

At Terce is said its Hour, which being ended, is celebrated the third Mass of Christmas Day. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. She that travailled.
Chapter. God, who at sundry. 

(The Word  was made flesh, alleluia. ( And dwelt among us, alleluia.

AT SEXT

Antiphon. The Angel. 

Chapter                                                                                                              Heb.l 

A

ND: Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands.

(  The Lord  declared, alleluia. ( His  salvation, alleluia. 

AT NONE

Antiphon Unto us this day. 
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Chapter.                                                                                                            Heb. l 

T

HEY shall perish, but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.

( All the ends of the world have seen, alleluia. 

( The salvation of our God, alleluia.  

AT VESPERS

 Antiphon 1. In the day of thy power * shall the people offer thee free-will offerings with an holy worship: the dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morning. Psalms 110.
Antiphon 2. The Lord hath sent  * redemption unto his peop1e: he hath commanded  his covenant for ever.  Psalm 111.

Antiphon 3. Unto the godly * there ariseth up light in the darkness: the Lord is merciful,  loving, and righteous. Psalm 112.

Antiphon 4.. With the Lord * there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. Psalm 130, De profundis. 

On the following day is said  Antiphon 4.  Of the fruit * of thy body shall I set upon thy seat.   Psalm 132  Memento, Domine.

And on the thurd day the Antiphon With the Lord  is taken again in the 4th place, with its Psalm : and thus they are said alternately  throughout the whole Octave, even in the Office of Saints

Chapter                                                                                                         Heb. l 

G

OD,who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in  time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds. 

Short ( The Word was made flesh, * Alleluia, alleluia. The Word.

( And dwelt among us. Alleluia. Glory be. The Word.

Hymn. E.H. 17 Christe Redemptor omnium, as above in I Vespers, p. 301.

( The Lord declared, alleluia. ( His salvation, alleluia.

On Magnificat, Antiphon  Today * the Christ is born; today hath a Saviour appeared: today on earth  Angels are singing, Archangels rejoicing: today the righteous exult  and say,  Glory to God in the highest, alleluia.    

Collect Grant, as above at Lauds, p. 331.

Then for commemoration of S. Stephen, Antiphon. And Stephen, * full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the  people.

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 
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COLLECT
G

RANT us,we beseech thee, O Lord, so to imitate that which we revere: that we may learn to love even our enemies; forasmuch as we celebrate the birthday of him who knew how to pray even for his persecutors to our Lord Jesus Christ thy Son: Who liveth.

__________________________________________________________________

ON THE FEAST OF S.  STEPHEN, FIRST MARTYR

Double  

  At Matins, Invitatory.- The new-born Christ who today crowned blessed Stephen, * O come, let us worship.

The Hymn, Antiphns, Psalms, and Versicles of the first and second Nocturns are said from the Common of one Martyr.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Acts of the Apostles 

Lesson j                                                                                                              Ch. 6

I

N those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. Wherefore brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.

( And Stephen, full of faIth and power, * Did great wonders and miracles among

the people.

( There arose certain of the synagogue, disputing with Stephen: and they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.  Did great.

Lesson ij

A

ND the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and PhIlip, and Prochorus and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. And

the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. 

( All that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on Stephen, saw * His face as it had been the face of an Angel standing among them.  
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( Full of grace and power, he did great wonders and miracles among the people.  His face.

Lesson iij
A

ND Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. Then there arose certain of the Synagogue which is called the synagogue of the Libertines and Cyrenians and Alexandrians and of them of Cilicia and of Asia disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.

( Blessed Stephen looked up steadfstly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and said: * Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the the Son of Man standing at the right hand of the power of God. 

( But Stephen, being full of the Holy Ghost looked up stesdfastly into heaven, and said: Beho1d. 

 Lesson iv

B

UT he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven, and     

 saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

( Blessed Stephen,  being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up .steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, * And Jesus standing. on the right hand of God.  

( And crying out with a loud voice he said, Behold, I see the heavens opened.  And Jesus. Glory be.  And Jesus. 
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Fulgentius, Bishop.

Lesson v                                                                          Sermon III on S. Stephen.
Y

ESTERDAY we celebrated the birth in time of our eternal King: to-day we celebrate the triumphant passion of his soldier. For yesterday our King, clothed in the robe of flesh, proceeding forth from his palace in the Virgin's 
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womb, condescended to visit the world. To-day his soldier, coming forth from his

tent of the body, migrates as a conqueror to heaven. The former, while conserving the majesty of his everlasting Divinity,  assumes and girds himself in the servile garment of the flesh, and enters the battle-ground of this world, to come and fight; 

the latter, laying aside the corruptible garments of the body, ascends to the palace of heaven, to reign there for ever, The former descended, veiled in flesh: the latter ascends, crowned as a martyr. 

( They stoned Stephen, calling upon God and saying, * Lord Jesus, receive my spirit, and lay not this sin to their charge.

( And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, saying,  Lord Jesus.

Lesson vj

T

HE latter ascends from out the stoning of the Jews; while the former descends from out the gladness of the Angels. Glory to God m the highest, sang the holy Angels yesterday, rejoicing; to-day they welcome Stephen into their glad company. Yesterday the Lord came forth from the Virgin's womb. Today his soldier leaves the prisonhouse of the flesh. 

( They ran upon  him with one accord, and cast him out of the city, calling upon God, and saying: * Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

( And the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul; and they stoned Stephen, calling upon God and saying:  Lord Jesus.

Lesson vij 

Y

ESTERDAY Christ for our sakes was wrapped in swaddling clothes: to-day Stephen is clothed in a robe of glory. Yesterday the confines of the crib supported Christ as an infant: to-day the immensity of heaven receives Stephen as a victor. Christ descended alone, that he might raise many: our King humbled himself, that he might exalt his soldiers. We must needs learn, my brethren, with what weapons Stephen was armed, when he overcame the raging of the Jews and won his happy victory. 

( The ungodly  fell upon the righteous to put him to death. * But he received the stones with joy, that he might earn a crown of glory.

( They stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord. But he received.

Lesson viij                                                           much further on, about the middle

S

TEPHEN was rewarded with his crown (the name Stephen means crown), because he was armed with the weapons of love, and by this means he conquered all things. For love of God he quailed not before the raging of the Jews. 
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For love of his neighbour he prayed for his enemies who stoned him. Out of love he rebuked the erring, that they might mend their ways; for love’s sake he entreated for those who stoned him, to avert their punishment. Mounted on the strength of love, he overthrew Saul in his savage raging: and he whom he had for his persecutor on earth he won for his friend in heaven.

( There arose certain of the synagogue disputing with Stephen: * And they were not able to resist the wisdon and the spirit by which he spake.

( And they stirred up the people, and came upon him, and took him, and brought him to the council. And they. Glory be. And they.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. O Jerusalem, * Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee.  Canticles for  One Martyr.

(   His honour is great in thy salvation 

( Glory and great worship shalt thou lay upon him.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew.

Lesson ix                                                                                                       Ch. 23

A

T that time : Jesus said unto the scribes and Pharisees: Behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes, and some of them ye shall kill and crucify.

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest                                Commentary on Matthew Ch.  23

A

S we have said before, the words, Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers,  

may be applied to the Person of the Lord, he who was to be slain by them; 

they may also apply to his disciples, as he was now referring to them in saying, Behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes. In connection with this, note that, according to the Apostle's letter to the Corinthians, the gifts given to the disciples were manifold: some were made prophets, to foretell his advent; others were gifted with wisdom, to know when was the acceptable time to preach the word; others became most learned scribes, versed in the law, and among all these, Stephen was stoned, Paul was slain, Peter was crucified, and the disciples

mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles were scourged.

( Stephen the servant of God, who was stoned by the Jews, saw the heavens opened: he saw, and entered in. * Blessed is the man, unto whom heaven lay open. 

( While he was crushed by the hurtling shower of stones, God’s brightness broke upon him out of heavenly places. Blessed.

Lesson x
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W

HO was this Zacharias, son of Barachias, for we read of more than one Zacharias? To prevent a mistake, Whom ye slew between the temple and the altar, is added. I have read different opinions about this in different places, and so I must give you each of them. Some say that this Zacharias is the eleventh of the twelve prophets, and the giving of the father's name agrees with this: but there is no mention in the Bible of his being slain between the temple and the altar, and this is not to be wondered at, for in his time scarcely the ruins of the temple were left standing.

( The gates of heaven were opened to Christ's blessed Martyr Stephen, and he is found the first among all the Martyrs. * Wherefore he reigneth crowned in heaven.

( For he was the first to make an offering of his death to that Saviour who vouchsafed to suffer death for us. Wherefore. 

Lesson xj

O
THERS would understand by Zacharias the father of John, relying on the evidence of certain phantasies of apocryphal writers which make out that he was slain for preaching the advent of the Saviour. Others again would say that this is the Zacharias who was slain by Joash king of the Jews, between the temple and the altar, as it is written in the Books of the Kings. But notice here that this Zacharias was the son, not of Barachias, but of Jehoiada the priest, whence the Bible says that Joash remembered not the kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to him. 

( Yesterday the Lord was born upon earth, as Stephen shall be born in heaven: he entered into the world, * As Stephen shall enter into Paradise. 

( For yesterday our King clothed in the robe of flesh, proceeding forth from his palace in the Virgin's womb, was pleased to visit this world. As Stephen.

Lesson xij

T

HE evidence here agrees, both in the man named  Zacharias, and in the place where he was slain. But why is he called the son of Barachias, and not of Jehoiada? Barachias means in our language, Blessed of the Lord, and in Hebrew the name of the priest Jehoiada is, Righteousness. In the Gospel used by the Nazarenes we find, Son of Jehoiada, in place of, Son of Barachias. 

( Devout men  carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. * And there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem. 

( For Saul was consenting unto his death, and he made havoc of the church. And there. Glory be. And there. 
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The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew       Ch. 23, 34-39 

A

T that time : Jesus said unto the scribes and Pharisees: Behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

COLLECT

G

RANT us, we beseech thee, O Lord, so to imitate what we honour: that we may learn to love our enemies; since we celebrate the birthday of him who knew how to pray even for his persecutors to our Lord Jesus Christ, thy Son. Who liveth. 
AT LAUDS, and through the Hours,

Antiphon 1. They stoned Stephen, * calling upon the Lord and saying, Lord, lay not this  sin to their charge.  Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit, and the rest. 

Antiphon 2.  The stones of the torrent * were sweet unto Stephen: him doth every soul of the righteous follow.  

Antiphon 3. My soul * cleaveth fast unto thee, forasmuch as my flesh hath been stoned for thee, O my God.  
Antiphon 4. Stephen * saw the heavens opened; he saw, and entered in: how blessed is the man unto whom the heaven stood open!  
Antiphon 5. Behold, I see * the heavens opened; and Jesus standing on the right hand of  God. 

Chapter                                                                                                        Acts 6

A

ND Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among 

 the people.

Short ( Thou hast crowned him * With glory and honour, O Lord. Thou hast.

( And madest him to have dominion of the work of thine hands. With glory.

Glory be. Thou hast.

Hymn. E.H. 180 Martyr Dei qui unicum, but with the ending for Christmas as above, E.H. 18, p. 332.

( Devout men carried Spephen to his burial.

( And made great lamentation over him.
On Benedictus, Antiphon. And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders 

339

and miracles among the  people.  

COLLECT

G

RANT us, we beseech thee, O Lord, so to imitate that which we revere: that we may learn to love even our enemies; forasmuch as we celebrate the birthday of him who knew how to pray even for his persecutors to our Lord Jesus Christ thy Son: Who liveth.

Then commemoration is made of the Nativity.

Antiphon.  Glory  to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men  of good will, alleluia, alleluia.

( The Lord declared, alleluia. ( His salvation,alleluia.

COLLECT

G

RANT we beseech thee,almighty God: that we who through our ancient bondage are held beneath the yoke of sin; may by the new birth of thine only-begotten Son in the flesh obtain deliverance.Through the same.

AT TERCE
Antiphon The stones of the torrent.

Chapter And Stephen, as above.
( Thou hast crowned him  with glory and honour, O Lord. .

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.  

AT SEXT
Antiphon  My soul, p. 339. 

Chapter                                                                                                       Acts 6

T

HEN there arose certain of the synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord. ( A crown of pure gold. 

AT NONE
Antiphon  Behold, I see, p. 339. 

Chapter                                                                                                          Acts 7

A

ND he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

( His honour is great in thy salvation.  

( Glory and great worship shalt thou lay upon him.  

AT VESPERS
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Antiphons and Psalms of the Nativity, as above, p. 333.

And they are said also in other Feasts occurring in this Octave.

Chapter And Stephen, as above at  Lauds, p. 339. 

Short (  Thou has set * Upon his head , O Lord. Thou hast.

( A crown of pure gold. Upon his head. Glory be. Thou hast.

Hymn E.H. 18l Deus tuorum militum, as in the Common,  with ending for Christmas as above, p. 331. 

( Stephen saw the heavens opened. 

( He saw, and entered in: how blessed is the man unto whom heaven stood  open!

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Devout men * carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. 

Collect Grant us, as above at Lauds,  p. 340

Then for S. John, Antiphon. This is the same John, * who leaned upon the Lord's bosom  at the last supper: the blessed Apostle, unto whom were revealed  the secret things of   heaven. 

( Right worthy of honour is blessed John the Apostle.

( Who leaned on the Lord's bosom at the last supper.

COLLECT

O

 LORD, graciously illumine thy Church: that it, being enlightened by the doctrine of blessed John thine Apostle and Evangelist, may attain unto everlasting gifts. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of the Nativity. Antiphon..Today  the Christ is born; today hath a Saviour appeared: today on earth Angels are singing, Archangels rejoicing: today the righteous exult and say, Glory to God in the highest, alleluia. 

( The Lord declared,alleluia. ( His salvation, alleluia. 

COLLECT

G

RANT we beseech thee almighty God: that we who through our ancient bondage are held beneath the yoke of sin; may by the new Birth of thine only-begotten Son in the flesh obtain deliverence. Through the same.

_________________________________________________________________

ON THE FEAST OF S. JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

DOUBLE

At Matins, Invitatory, Hymn, Antiphons, Psalms, and (( of the Nocturns from the Common of Apostles. 
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IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

The Beginning of the First Epistle of S.John the Apostle.
Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 1-10 
T

HAT which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; (for the life was manifested, and we have seen it and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) that which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

( Right worthy of honour is blessed John, who leaned on the Lord's breast at the last supper. * To him did Christ upon the cross commit his Mother, as virgin to virgin. 

( As a virgin he was chosen by the Lord, who loved him more than the others. To him did.

Lesson ij

A
ND these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

( This is  the disciple which testifieth of  these things, and wrote these things: * And we know that his testimony is true. 

( He drank the flowing Gospel from the sacred fountain of the Lord's breast.  And we know.

Lesson iij
I
F we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say a that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

( This is that most blessed Apostle and Evangelist John, * Who was found worthy to be honoured by the Lord above all others, with a sIngular privilege of love.

( This is the disciple whom Jesus loved, who leaned on the Lord's bosom at the last supper. Who was. 
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Lesson iv

M

Y little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any  man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.  And hereby we do know  that  we  know  him,  if  we  keep  hiscommandments. He that saith, I know him, and  keepeth not his commadments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected. 

(  Behold my servant whom I have chosen, saith the Lord, my beloved, * In whom my soul is well pleased. 

( I have put my spirit upon him, and he hsall shew judgment to the Gentiles. In whom. Glory be. In whom.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the book of S. Jerome, Priest on Ecclesiastical Writers. 

Lesson v                                                                                                            Ch. 9

J

OHN the Apostle whom Jesus loved most, was the son of Zebedee, and the brother of James the Apostle, who was beheaded by Herod soon after the Lord's Passion. He was the last of the four to write his Gospel, and he wrote it at the request of the bishops of Asia, to combat Cerinthus and other heretics, and against

the rising dogma of the Ebionites who asserted that Christ had not existed before Mary: thus he was compelled to expound his divine nature.

( Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in my temple, saith the Lord. * And I will write my Name upon him, and the name of the city, which is New Jerusalem.

( To him that overcometh will l give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of my God. And I will. 

Lesson vij

F

OURTEEN years after Nero, when the second, persecution arose at the instigation of Domitian, John was banished to the Island of Patmos, where he wrote the Revelation and both Justin Martyr and Irenæus have written commentaries on it. 

( Jesus loved him, for his special mark of chastity made him worthy of greater love. * He chose him for a virgin unto himself, and he remalneth a virgin for ever. ( At the end, when he was dying upon the cross, he committed his Mother to him, as virgin to virgin. He chose.

O

N the death of Domitian the Senate annulled his acts, shocked by his excessive cruelty. Then John returned to Ephesus, during the reign of Nerva, 
343

and from there until the time of Trajan, he both founded and governed Churches throughout Asia. He lived to a great age, and died in the sixty-eighth year after the Lord’s Passlon, and was buried at Ephesus.

( In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth. * And the Lord filled him with 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding.

( He shall find joy and a crown of gladness. And the.

Lesson viij

B

LESSED John lived to an extreme old age and at the end of his life it was only with difficulty that his disciples could carry him to church, nor was he able to gather together more than a few words. It became his custom to utter only the single sentence, My little children, love one another. At length the disciples and brethren grew weary of always hearing this same thing, and said to him, Master, why do you keep on saying this? And John, with that true greatness of his, replied, Because it is the Lord's commandment, and if only it is kept, it is enough.

( With the bread of life and understanding did the Lord our God feed him, and gave him the water of wisdom to drink. * He shall exalt him above his neighbours.

( In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth, and the Lord filled him with  the Spirit of wisdom and understanding. He shall. G1ory be. He shall.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. The Lord gave him * perpetual glory, and caused him to inherit an everlasting name. 

Canticles But ye shall be named, as in the Common of Aportles.
( Exceedingly honoured are thy friends, O God.

( Firmly established is their princedom.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. John 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 21 

J

ESUS saith unto Peter, Follow me. Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                             Homily 124 on John
T

WO lives, therefore, preached and commended to her of God, the Church knoweth: of which, one is in faith, the other in sight, one in time of sojourning, the other in eternity of abiding; one in labour, the other in rest; one in the way, the other in its home; one in the work of action, the other in the wages of contemplation; one declines from evil and does good, the other hath no evil to decline from, and hath great good to enjoy; one fights, with the enemy, the other 
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reigns without an enemy; one is courageous in things adverse, the other hath no sense of ought adverse. 

( In that day will I take thee, O my servant, and will make thee as a signet before me. * For I have chosen thee saith the Lord.

( Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. For I have.

Lesson x

O

NE curbs carnal lusts, the other is wholly given up to spiritual delights; one is anxious with care of getting the victory, the other in the peace of the victory is without a care; one in temptations is helped, the other without any temptation rejoices in the Helper himself: one succours the needy, the other is there where it finds none needy: one forgives others' sins that its own may be forgiven, the other neither hath ought done to it that it need forgive, nor does ought that it need ask to be forgiven. 

( This is the same  John which leaned on the Lord's breast at the last supper. * The blessed Apostle unto whom were revealed the secret things of heaven. 

( He drank the flowing Gospel from the sacred fountain of the Lord's breast. The blessed.

Lesson xj

O

NE is scourged by evils that it be not lifted up in its good things, the other with such fulness of grace is free from all evil that without any temptation to

pride it cleaves to the Supreme Good; one discerns between good and evil, the other beholds the things that alone are good: Therefore the one is good but as yet wretched; the other better, and blessed. The first is signified by the Apostle Peter; the last by John.

( As a virgin he was chosen by the Lord, who loved him more than all the rest, he who who leaning on the Lord's bosom drank the flowing Gospel from the sacred fountain of the Lord's breast. * And he poured forth the grace of the Word of God throughout the whole world. 

( He was filled with the grace of the Holy Ghost, and he revealed to others the secret things of the Most High. And he poured. 

Lesson xij 
T

HE first is wholly spent here even unto the end of this world, and there finds an end; the last is deferred, to be completed after the end of this world, but in the world to come hath no end. Therefore concerning this it is said, Follow me; but of that other, Thus will I that he tarry till I come; What is that to thee? Follow 
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thou me. For what is this? So far as I take it in, what is this but, Follow thou me, by copying the pattern of  enduring temporal evils; let the other tarry till I come, to render the good things that are for ever and ever.

( If I will that he tarry till I come, * What is that to thee? Follow thou me. 

( Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? What is. 

Glory be. What is. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. John           Ch. 21, 19-25 

J

ESUS saith unto Peter, Follow me. Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die, but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: and we know that his testimony is true. And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. 

COLLECT

M

ERCIFUL Lord, we be- seech thee to cast thy bright beams of light upon thy Church, that it, being illumined by the doctrine of thy blessed Apostle and Evangelist Saint John, may so walk in the light of thy truth, that it may at length attain to life everlasting. Through. 

AT LAUDS, and through the Hours

Antiphon 1. Right worthy of honour * is blessed John the Apostle, who leaned on the Lord's bosom at the last supper. Ps.93 Dominus regnavit, and the rest.
Antiphon 2. This is that disciple * which testifieth of these things: and we know that his testimony is true. 

Antiphon 3.  This is my disciple, * if I will that he tarry till I come. 

Antiphon 4.   There be some standing here * which shall not taste of death till they see the Son of man in his kingdom. 
Antiphon 5. Behold, my servant, * mine elect,  whom I have chosen: I have put my spirit upon him. 

Chapter                                                                                                      Ecclus. 15

H

E that feareth the Lord will do good; and he that hath the knowledge of the law shall obtain Wisdom, and as a mother shall she meet him.

Short (. Their sound is gone out. * Into all lands. Their sound.
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( And their words into the ends oif the world. Into all. Glory be. Their sound.

Hymn. E.H. 176 Exsultet caelum laudibus as in the Common of Apostles out of Eastertide,  with the ending for Christmas as above, E.H. 18, p. 332.

( This is that disciple which testifieth of these things.

( And we know that his testimony is true.

On Benedictus, Antiphon. This is the same John, * who leaned on the Lord's bosom at the last supper: the blessed Apostle, unto whom were revealed the secret things of heaven.

COLLECT
O

  LORD, graciously illumine thy Church: that it, being enlightened by the   doctrine of blessed John thine Apostle and Evangelist, may attain unto everlasting gifts. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of the Nativity, Antiphon. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good will, alleluia, alleluia. 

( The Lord declared, alleluia. ( His salvation, alleluia.
COLLECT
G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who through our ancient  bondage are held beneath the yoke of sin; may by the new Birth of thine only-begotten Son in the flesh obtain deliverance.Through the same. 

AT TERCE
Antiphon This is that disciple, p. 346

Chapter He that feareth, as above at Lauds. 

( Their sound is gone out into all lands.  

( And their words into the ends of the world.  

AT SEXT
Antiphon This is my disciple, p. 346. 

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus.15

W

ITH the bread of understanding shall she feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. 

(Thou shalt make them princes in all lands. 

(They shall remember thy name, O Lord.  

AT NONE
Antiphon Behold, my servant, p. 346.

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus.15

I

N the midst of the congregation shall she open his mouth. He shall find joy and a crown of gladness, and she shall cause him to inherit an everlasting name.

( Right honourable are thy friends unto me, O God. 

( Right well is their princedom established. 
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AT VESPERS
Antiphons and Psalms of the Nativity, as above,  p. 333.

Chapter He that feareth, p.346.

Short ( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands. Thou shalt.

( They shall remember thy Name, O Lord. Thou shalt. Glory be. Thou shalt.

Hymn Exultet E.H. 176 of the Common,  with ending of Christmas.
( Right worthy of honour is blessed John the Apostle.

( Who leaned on the Lord's bosom at the last supper. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  There went * this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die:  yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come. 

Collect O Lord, graciously, as above at Lauds, p. 346. 

Then for the Holy Innocents, Antiphon.  These are they * which were not defiled          with women; for they are virgins: and they follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 

( Herod was exceeding wroth, and slew many children. 

( In Bethlehem Judah, the city of David. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, whose praise the Innocents thy Martyrs did this day not by speaking but by dying confess: mortify all evil vices in us; that, as our tongues confess thy faith, so our lives may by their actions set forth the same. Through.
Then commemoration is made of the Nativity.

Antiphon. Today the Christ is born; today hath a Saviour appeared: today on earth Angels are singing, Archangels rejoicing: today the righteous exult and say, Glory to God in the highest, alleluia.

( The Lord declared, alleluia. ( His salvation, alleluia.

COLLECT

G

RANT we beseech thee almighty God: that we who through our ancient bondage are held beneath the yoke of sin;may by the new Birth of thine only-begotten Son in the flesh obtain deliverance. Through the same. 

__________________________________________________________________

DECEMBER 28

On the Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs

Double

At Matins, Invitatory The Lord, the King of the Martyrs, * O come, let us worship.

Hymn.             Audit tyrannus     
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   THE moody tyrant hears aghast           3  What is the gain of such a sin?

    News that the King of kings at last           What doth his crime for Herod win? 

    Hath come to rule o'er Israel's name,        One from so many slain that day,

    And David's royal throne to claim.           The Christ is borne unharm’d away.

2  The rumour wakes his frantic cry;         4 All honour, laud, and glory be, 
     A king who drives me forth is nigh-        O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee;

     Depart my guard, snatch up the sword:   All glory, as is ever meet

     Let cradles flow with blood outpoured.   To Father and to Paraclete. 

                                                                                                      Amen.

The Antiphons, Psalms, and Versicles of the first and sedond Nocturns are taken from the Common of many Martyrs except for  two Antiphons of the second Nocturn which are said as below. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

 From the Prophet Jeremiah

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 31. 

T

HUS saith the Lord; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they were not. Thus saith the Lord; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord; and they shall come again from the land of the enemy. And there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy children shall come again to their own border.

( An hundred forty and four thousand which were redeemed from the earth, these are they which are not defiled with women. * For they are virgins; therefore are they reigning with God, and the Lamb of God is with them. 

( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. For they.

Lesson ij

I

HAVE surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast chastised me, and 1 was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn , thou me, and I shall be turned;  for thou art the Lord my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my youth.

( I heard under  the altar of God the voices of them that were slain, saying: * How long dost thou not avenge our blood? And it was said unto them from God: Rest yet for a little season, until the number of your brethren be fulfilled. 
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( I saw under the altar of God the souls of them which were slain for the Word of God, and for the testimony which they held, and they cried with a loud voice, saying. How long. 

Lesson iij
I
S Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord. Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn again, O virgin of Israel, turn again to these thy cities.

( They worship  him that liveth for ever and ever, * And cast their crowns before the throne of the Lord their God.

( And they fall down on their faces before the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever. And cast
Lesson iv

H

OW long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter! For the Lord hath created a new thing in the earth. A  woman shall compass a man. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their captivity; The Lord bless thee, O habitation of justice, and mountain of holiness.

( I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and thousands of Saints with him, * Having his Name and his Father's Name written in their foreheads. 

( These are they which take up the cross, and follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. Having. Glory be. Having. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon ij.  These are they * which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. Psalm 34. 

Antiphon iiij. For though they be punished * in the sight of men, yet the righteous live for evermore. Psalm 61.  

Sermon by Saint Augustine, Bishop.

Lesson v.                                                                            Sermon 10 on the Saints

T

ODAY, beloved  brethren, we are celebrating the birthday of those children, who, as the Gospel tells us, were slain by the cruel king Herod. Let the world rejoice with great gladness, because she is the fecund parent of this great and powerful army of heavenly soldiers. The heathen foe could never have benefitted these little ones by his goodwill as much as he did by his hatred. 
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( The blood of the Saints have they shed like water on every side of Jerusalem. * And there was no man to bury them.

( The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of  the air, and the flesh of thy Saints unto the beasts of the land. And there.

Lesson vj 

T

HIS day's holy festival shows that in proportion as his wickedness abounded towards these blessed little ones, so was the grace of blessedness poured forth upon them. Blessed art thou, O Bethlehem in the land of Juda; In thee was perpetuated the wicked crime of Herod the king; his massacre of these chIldren: and therefore hast thou been found worthy to offer to God in one offering a white-robed multitude of innocent children.

( These are Saints, who suffered for thy sake, O Lord; take vengeance for them, * For day by day they cry unto thee.

( Avenge, O Lord the blood of thy Saints, which is shed.  For day. 

Lesson vij
M

OST fittingly do we keep the festival of their birthday, for their birth from this world into life eternal is more blessed than that from their mothers' wombs. They attained unto life eternal and joined the ranks of the blessed before they had tasted life here on earth. 

( These are they which. have not defiled their garments,  * They shall walk with me in white, for they are worthy.

( These are they which are not defiled with women, for they are virgins. They shall. 

Lesson viij

T

HE precious death of other martyrs deserves praise for its testimony - those who have fought a good fight and finished their course; but death gave glory to these Innocents at the beginning of their life, by closing it immediately. Herod in his wickedness snatched these sucklings from their mothers' breasts; rightly are they called the flowers of martyrdom, for they sprang up in the midst of the winter of unbelief as the first opening buds of the Church, and were nipped by the frost of persecution. 
(  They shall walk with me in white, for they are worthy. * And I will not blot out their names from the book of life.

( These are they which are not defiled with women, for they are virgins. And I. Glory be And I.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
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On the canticles, Antiphon The passion of the Innocents * is for the glory of Christ: Herod who persecuted them is put to confusion.

Canticle  The souls of the righteous are in the hands of God, with the rest from the Common of many Martyrs. 

(  The rightsous live for evermore.  ( Their rweard also is with the Lord.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson ix                                                                                                       Ch. 2 

A

T that time : the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word. And the rest.

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest.                    Book 1. Commentary on Matthew Ch. 2

W

HEN Joseph took the Child and his Mother and fled into Egypt, he took them by night, in darkness: because he left the night of ignorance to those unbelievers from whom he fled. But on his return to Judæa, neither light nor darkness are mentioned in the Gospel, because at the end of the world the Jews will receive the light of faith, as though receiving Christ returning from Egypt.

( The Saints sung  a new song before the throne of God and the Lamb; * And their voices resounded on earth.

( These were redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits unto God, and to the Lamb, and in their mouth was found no guile. And their voices. 

Lesson x

T

HAT it might be fulfilled  which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. Let those who deny the truth of the Hebrew Scriptures ask where this is to be found in the Septuagint version. Though they do not find it there, yet we declare that it was written in the Book of Hosea, as the copies which we  have recently published prove. 

( I saw  under the altar  of God the souls of them that were slain for the Word of God which they held, and they cried with a loud voice: * Avenge,  O Lord, the blood of thy Saints which is shed.  

( Under the throne of God  all the Saints cry aloud.  Avenge. 

Blessing  May they whose Feast. 

Lesson xj

T

HEN was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the Prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children. Rachel gave birth to Benjamin, and his tribe is not of Bethlehem. The question is then, why should Rachel weep for the children 
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of Juda, that is, of Bethlehem, as though they were her own?

( What are these that are arrayed in white robes? And whence came they? And he 

said to me: * These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb, .

( I saw under the altar of God the souls of them which were slain for the Word of

God, and for the testimony which they held. These.  

Lesson xij

T

HIS is soon answered: because she is buried in Ephrata, near Bethlehem, and the name of Mother has become associated with the resting place of her maternal body: or else because the two tribes of Juda and Benjamin had been joined together, and Herod had commanded that all the children, not only of Bethlehem, but in the adjoining territory, should be slain.

( Before the throne of God all the Saints cry: Avenge our blood, * O our God. 

( Avenge, O Lord, the blood of thy Saints, which is shed.  O our God. Glory be. O our God. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew         Ch. 2, 13-18 

A

T that time :the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: and was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, whose praise the Martyr Innocents confessed this day, not by speaking but by dying: mortify in us all the evils of vice, that our life may shew forth in deeds that faith in thee which our lips profess. Through. 

AT LAUDS,  and through the Hours,
Antiphon 1.  Herod was exceeding wroth, * and slew many children in Bethlehem Judah, the city of David. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest.
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Antiphon 2.  From two years old and under * did Herod slay all the male children, 

for the sake of the Lord.  
Antiphon 3.  Their Angels * do always behold the face of  my Father. 
Antiphon 4. In Rama there was heard a voice, * lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her children. 
Antiphon 5. Beneath the altar * all the Saints cry aloud:  Shall not our blood be avenged, O our God.   
Chapter                                                                                                       Rev. 14

I

 LOOKED, and lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred and forty and four thousand, having his Father’s name written in their foreheads.

( Be glad, O ye righteous, * And rejoice in the Lord. Be glad.

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. And rejoice. Glory be. Be glad.

Hymn  E.H. 34, vv. 1, 2, 4.                             Salvete flores Martyrum
All hail, ye little Martyr flowers,                  2.   First victims of the Martyr bands,

Sweet rosebuds cut in dawning hours                  With crowns and palms in tender hands,

When Herod sought the Christ to find                 Around the very altar, gay

Ye fell as bloom before the wind.                        And innocent, ye seem to play

                                            4. All honour, laud, and glory be,

                                                O Jesu, virgin-born, to thee; 

                                                All glory, as is over meet;

                                                To Father and to Paraclete.             A men.
( Herod was exceeding wroth, and slew many children.

( In Bethlehem Judah, the city of David. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.  These are they *  which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins: and they follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 

COLLECT

O

GOD, whose praise the Innocents thy Martyrs did this day not by speaking but by dying confess: mortify all evil vices in us; that, as our tongues confess 
thy faith, so our lives may by their actions set forth the same. Through.

Then commemoration is made of the Nativity.

Antiphon. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good will, alleluia, alleluia. 

( The Lord declared, alleluia. ( His salvation, alleluia.
COLLECT
G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who through our ancient  bondage are held beneath the yoke of sin; may by the new Birth of thine
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only-begotten Son in the flesh obtain deliverance.Through the same.

AT TERCE 
Antiphon  From two years old and under, p. 354.

Chapter I looked, as above at Lauds, p. 354. 

( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. 

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart.  

AT SEXT

Antiphon Their Angels, p. 354. 

Chapter                                                                                                       Rev. 14 

T

HESE are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 

( Let the righteous rejoice before God. ( Let them also be merry and joyful.  

AT NONE

Antiphon Beneath the altar, p. 354.

Chapter                                                                                                    Rev. 14 

T

HESE were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God.

( The righteous live for evermore. ( Their reward also is with the Lord.  

AT VESPERS

Antiphons and Psalms of the Nativity, pp. 333

Short ( Let the righteous rejoice * Before God. Let the righteous.

( Let them also be merry and joyful. Before God. Glory be. Let the righteous.

Chapter I looked, as above, p. 354. Hymn. Salvete, as above, p. 354.

( Beneath the altar all the Saints do cry aloud. 

( Shall not our blood be avenged, O our God.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Then were innocent children * slain instead of Christ by 

a wicked ruler; the very sucklings were put to death: spotless, they f'ollow the Lamb himself, and say for  ever: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Collect  O God, whose, as above, p. 354. 

Then commemoration is made of the Sunday within the Octave of the Nativity, unless the Feast of S. Sylvester should fall on Sunday or Monday.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. While all things * were in quiet silence, and that night was in the midst of her swift course, thine almighty Word, O Lord, leaped down out of thy royal throne, alleluia. 

( All the ends of the world have seen, alleluia. 

( The salvation  of our God, alleluia.   
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 COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, direct our actions according to thy good pleasure: that in the name of thy well-beloved Son we may be made worthy to abound in good works: Who liveth and reigneth with thee.

Then Commemorations are made of the Nativity, of S. Stephen,.and S. John,  as below. 
¶ If the feast of the Nativity of the Lord, S. Stephen, John Evangelist, the Holy Innocents, & their Octave Days, come on Sunday, on the day itself nothing is said of the Sunday, but its Office is said on the fifth day within the Octave of the Nativity, December 29, as below.

__________________________________________________________________

Commemoration of Octaves

collected together

For the Nativity.

At Lauds, Antiphon.Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good will, alleluia, alle1uia.

( The Lord declared, alleluia. ( His salvation, alleluia. 

At Vespers, Antiphon. Today the Christ is born; today hath a Saviour appeared: today on earth the Angels are singing, Archangels rejoicing: today the righteous exult and say, Glory to God in the highest.

( The Lord declared, alleluia. ( His salvation, alleluia. 

COLLECT

G

RANT we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who through our ancient bondage are held beneath the yoke of sin; may by the new Birth of thine only-begotten Son in the flesh obtain deliverance. Through the same

For  S. Stephen.

At Lauds, Antiphon. And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people.

( Devout men carried Stephen to his burial. 

( And made great lamentation over him. 

At Vespers, Antiphon. Devout men carried Stephen to his bural, and made great lamentation over him.

( Stephen saw the heavens opened. 

( He saw, and entered in: how blessed is the man unto whom heaven stood open. 
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COLLECT

G

RANT us, we beseech thee, O Lord, so to imitate that which we revere: that we may learn to love even our enemies; forasmuch as we celebrate the birthday of him who knew how to pray even for his persecutors to our Lord Jesus Christ thy Son: Who liveth. 

For S. John. 

At Lauds, Antiphon.  This is the same John,who leaned on the Lord’s bosom at the last supper: the blessed Apostle, unto whom were revealed the secret things of heaven.

( This is that disciple which testifieth of these things.

( And we know that his testimony is true. 

At Vespers, Antiphon. There went this saying abroad among the brethren that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, he shall not die, but, If I will that he tarry till I come.

( Right worthy of honour is blessed John the Apostle. 

( Who leaned on the Lord s bosom at the last supper.

COLLECT

O

 LORD, graciously illumine thy Church: that it, being enlightened by the doctrine of blessed John thine Apostle and Evangelist, may attain unto everlasting gifts. Through.  

For the Holy Innocents.

At Lauds, Antiphon. These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins: and they follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. . 

( Herod was exceeding wroth, and slew many children.

( In Bethlehem Judah, the city of David.

At Vespers,  Antiphon. Then were innocent children slain instead of Christ by a wicked ruler; the very sucklings were put to death: spotless, they follow the Lamb himself, and say for ever: Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

( Beneath the altar all the Saints do cry aloud.

( Shall not our blood be avenged, O our God. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, whose praise the Innocents thy Martyrs did this day not by speaking but by dying confess: mortify all evil vices in us; that, as our tongues confess thy faith, so our lives may by their actions set forth the same. Through. 
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¶ If the feast of the Nativity of the Lord, S. Stephen, John Evangelist, the Holy Innocents, & their Octave days, come on Sunday, on the day itself nothing is said of the Sunday, but its Office is said on the fifth day within the Octave of the Nativity, December 29. **

__________________________________________________________________

DECEMBER 29

Fifth day in the Octave of the Nativity

Semidouble

The Office is of the Sunday within the Octave of the Nativity, as follows:

Antiphons and Psalms of the Nativity.

Chapter Brethren: the heir, with the rest, as below.

AT MATINS

Invitatory & Hymn of the Nativity.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. In the beginning * and before all ages was God the Word: he is born unto us, the Saviour of the world. Psalms of the occurrent Feria. 

( The Lord cometh forth. ( As a bridegroom out of his chamber. 

Three Lessons from the Homily Joseph and his Mother, contracting the first two Lessons into one, with the tenth, eleventh and twelfth Responsories. 

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 2

A

T that time: Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him. And the rest.

 Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                            Book 2 on Luke 2

T

HE Lord's Birth bestows an abundance of grace on all mankind, and prophecy is withheld only from the unbelieving, not from the just. Simeon foretold the rise and fall of many in Israel, and saw that many would come to our Lord Jesus Christ, that the thoughts of the righteous and the wicked should be revealed. He saw that by the nature of our actions the true and righteous Judge would reveal either our punishment or our reward.  Yea, a sword shall pierce through thine own soul also. There is no evidence, either written or handed down by tradition, that Mary's departure from this life was preceded by a violent death. Now an actual sword can only pass through the body, not through the soul. This shows the wisdom of Mary, in that she was far from being unaware of the divine mystery. 

( In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. * The same was in the beginning with God.

( All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. The same was.

__________________________________________________________________
** Replacing the observance of Thomas of  Canterbury, not given here.  358
 Lesson i

F

OR the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart; because all things are naked and open unto the Son of God, neither is there any conscience hidden from his sight.
( And the Word twas made flesh, and dwelt among us: * And we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only- begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

( In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And we. 
Lesson xij

S

O Simeon prophesied, and the Virgin had prophesied, and one in the wedded state had prophesied, and now it behoved a widow to prophesy, so that no state of life nor sex  should be wanting, Therefore Anna is brought forward, and, with her long years of widowhood and her virtuous life, we may well believe in her worthiness to proclaim the coming of the Saviour of the world. We have already written about her merits in another place, in our address to widows; we shall not repeat it again here, as we  must move on to other things. 

( O King of heaven, followed by such strange retinue: thou art lodged in a stable, who upholdest the world. * He lies in a manger, and reigns in heaven.

 ( Unto us is born this day in the city of David a King, which is Christ the Lord. He lies. Glory be. He lies.
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN 

Antiphon. Unto us is born * this day in the city of David a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.      Ferial Psalms. 

CHAPTER                                                                                                Gal. 4, 4-5 

B

UT when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a 

woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 

( The Lord declared, alleluia. (  His salvation, alleluia. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY, everlasting God, direct our actions according to thy good pleasure: that in the Name of thy beloved Son we may be worthy to abound in good works. Through the same.  

The Beginning of the Epistle to the Romans, omitted from this Office, is placed on the Feast of S. Sylvester
But if the 29th be Sunday, the Office is said as below on Sunday.
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SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE NATIVITY

Semidouble

When Sunday comes on December 29 or 30, the Office of Sunday within the Octave of the Nativity is said as follows:

Antiphon In the day of thy power with the rest of the Antiphons and Psalms of the Nativity, II Vespers, p. 333.  

Chapter                                                                                                    GaI.4 

B

RETHREN: The heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all; but is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the father. 
Short (  The Lord declared, * Alleluia, alleluia. The Lord. 

( His salvation. Alleluia,  alleluia.  . Glory be. The Lord. 

Hymn. E.H. 17 Christe Redemptor Omnium, of the Nativity. 

(  The Word was made flesh, alleluia. (  And dwelt among us, alleluia.  

On Magnificat, Antiphon. While all things * were in quiet silence, and that night was in the midst of her swift course, thine almighty Word, O Lord, leaped down out of thy royal throne, alleluia. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, direct our actions according to thy good pleasure: that in the name of thy well-beloved Son we may be made worthy to abound in good works: Who liveth and reigneth with thee.

 Then Commemoration is made of the Octaves, as above.
AT MATINS
All is said as on the day of the Nativity, except that which follows.

On this night is placed S. Paul's Epistle to the Romans, and the Lessons are from this and his other Epistles until Septuagesima.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth S. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 1-19 
P

AUL, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, (which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures), concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; and declared to be the Son of God with power receive grace an apost esh!p for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name: among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: to all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be Saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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( To-day  the true peace cometh down from heaven unto us. * To-day throughout the whole world the heavens drop down sweetness. 

( To-day hath risen upon us the daystar of our new redemption, of the restoration

 of the old, of eternal redemption. To-day throughout. 

Lesson ij 

F

IRST, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I making request, if by any means now at length I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.  

( O ye shepherds,  speak, tell us what ye have seen: who hath appeared on the earth? * We saw the new-born Child, and a multitude of the heavenly host praising the Lord.
( Tell us what ye have seen, and bring us tidings of the birth of Christ. We saw

Lesson iij

F

OR I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may established, that is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto), that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles.

(  Very God is come down from heaven, begotten of the Father, and hath entered into the Virgin's womb, and hath appeared visibly unto us clothed in human flesh received from our first parent:  * And he who is both God and man, Light and Life, the Creator of the world, hath passed through the closed portal.

Lesson iv

I

 AM debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth m unrighteousness; because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  

( O great mystery  and  wondrous sacrament, that beasts may see the new-born Lord lying in a manger. * O blessed Virgin, whose womb was worthy to bear the 
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Lord Christ.

( Hail, Mary, full of grace the Lord is with thee. O blessed. Glory be. O blessed. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Leo the Great

Lesson v                                                          Sermon 29;  9 on the Lord's Nativity

D

EARLY beloved, the magnitude of the works of God exceeds by far the power of human speech: yet hard as it is to discourse on these wonders, we cannot keep silence. The saying of the prophet, Who shall declare his generation? points to the Human Nature as well as to the Divine Essence of Jesus Christ the Son of God.

( Blessed is God's holy Mother, Mary, maiden undefiled. * This day hath she brought forth the Saviour of of the world.

( Blessed is she that believed, for there hath been a performance of those things which were told her of the Lord This day hath.

Lesson vj

U

NLESS faith first believes, no words can explain how the two natures were united in one person. Here is room for everlasting praise, because the entire fulness of everlasting praise is not sufficient to overflow it. Come, let us rejoice, in that this great mystery of mercy is beyond the power of expression; let us realize that it is good to be overpowered, when the heights of our salvation are so far above our powers of utterance

( O holy and spotless virginity! I know not how to praise thee, * For thou hast borne in thy breast him whom the heavens cannot contain. 

( Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. For thou.

Lesson vij

N

O-ONE comes nearer to understanding the truth than he who grasps the fact that in divine matters the further he advances the further he must realize the distance to be towards the object of his search. For he who thinks that he is within reach of his goal will not attain to it, but rather will fall in his search. To save us from being distressed by the confines of our weakness, we are given the help of the voices of the Prophets and Evangelists; they teach us, and enkindle our hearts, so that we seem to see the Lord's Nativity, by which the Word was made flesh, not as a past event but as ever present before us.

(  The Angel said unto the shepherds: I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people: for unto you is born in the city of David a Saviour, * Which is Christ the Lord. 

( Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. Which is.                                                                           362
Lesson viij

T
HE Angels' tidings to the shepherds while they were keeping watch over their flocks fill our ears also: so may we, as we watch over the Lord's sheep, ever hear the heavenly message ringing in our inmost hearts; even as on this day's festival it cries: Behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.

( Behold the Lamb of God, behold him that taketh away the sin of the world, behold him of whom I said unto you: There cometh one after me which is preferred before me: * The latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose. 

( He that is of the earth speaketh of the things of the earth, but he that cometh from heaven is above all things. The latchet. Glory be. The latchet.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Lesson ix                                                                                                       Ch. 2

A

T that time: Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him. And the rest.

 Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                            Book 2 on Luke 2

T

HE Lord's Birth bestows an abundance of grace on all mankind, and prophecy is withheld only from the unbelieving, not from the just. Simeon foretold the rise and fall of many in Israel, and saw that many would come to our Lord Jesus Christ, that the thoughts of the righteous and the wicked should be revealed. He saw that by the nature of our actions the true and righteous Judge would reveal either our punishment or our reward.

( Blessed is the womb of the Virgin Mary, which bore the Son of the eternal Father, and blessed. are the paps which gave suck to Christ the Lord. * Who on this day hath been pleased to be born of a Virgin. This day which is breaking is holy: come, ye nations, and worship the Lord. Who on.

Lesson x 

Y

EA, a sword shall pierce through thine own soul also. There is no evidence, either written or handed down by tradition, that Mary's departure from this life was preceded by a violent death. Now an actual sword can only pass through the body, not through the soul. This shows the wisdom of Mary, in that she was far from being unaware of the divine mystery. 

( In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with Gid, and the Word was God. * The same was in the beginning with God. 
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( All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. The same was.

Lesson xj

F

OR the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart; because all things are naked and open unto the Son of God, neither is there any conscience hidden from his sight.
(   And  the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among  us, *  And we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.                       ( All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.  And we.  

Lesson xij

S

O Simeon prophesied, and the Virgin had prophesied, and one in the wedded state had prophesied, and now it behoved a widow to prophesy, so that no state of life nor sex  should be wanting, Therefore Anna is brought forward, and, with her long years of widowhood and her virtuous life, we may well believe in her worthiness to proclaim the coming of the Saviour of the world. We have already written about her merits in another place, in our address to widows; we shall not repeat it again here, as we  must move on to other things. 

( O King of heaven, followed by such strange retinue: thou art lodged in a stable, who upholdest the world. * He lies in a manger, and reigns in heaven.

 ( Unto us is born this day in the city of David a King, which is Christ the Lord. He lies. Glory be. He lies.

 The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke            Ch. 2, 33-40

A

T that time: Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him. And Simeon blessed them and said unto Mary his moher, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; (yea, a sword shall pierce through thine own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity; and she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all that 
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