FEASTS OF JANUARY

(1711)
On the first unimpeded day is said the Office of the Dead.
________________________________________________________________________

The Eleventh of January

S. Hyginus, Pope and Martyr

Commemoration is made within the Octave of the Epiphany.

At Vespers, Antiphon  This Saint, ( Thou hast crowned, 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed N. thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through.

 At Lauds, Antiphon He that hateth ( The righteous.
__________________________________________________________________

  The Fourteenth of January

On the Feast of S. Hilary, Bishop and Confessor

Semidouble

In the Hymn,                   Gaining his guerdon on this day receiveth

                                        Honour and praises. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. O thou Priest and Bishop, * thou worker of mighty works, thou good shepherd of the people, pray unto the Lord for us. 

( The Lord loved him and adorned him.  ( He clothed him with a robe of glory. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who gavest blessed Hilary to thy people as a minister of eternal salvation: grant,we beseech thee, that we may be worthy to have him as our intercessor in heaven, whom we had as our teacher here upon earth. Through. 

If this Feast shall come on a Sunday, it is translated: but the xij Lesson with its j. ( and commemoration will be of S. Felix on the same Sunday. Which is also observed on like feasts.   

For Commemoration of S. Felix, Priest and Martyr in Vespers, 

Antiphon. This is a Martyr who strove for his master's precepts, even unto death: and feared not the words of evil men, forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God: that the examples of thy Saints may urge us to a better life; that we may imitate the deed. of them whose festivals we celebrate. Through. 

1000

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

H

ILARY was born in Aquitaine of noble parents,and excelled in learning and eloquence.He lived at first the life of a monk within marriage, then because of hie singular virtues was elected Bishop of Poitiers; he won great praise from his flock for fulfilling this office so admirably. In this time, when the Emperor Constantius was vexing the Catholics with threats, despoiling of goods, exile and all cruelty, if they did not go over to the Arian party, Hilary, opposing himself like the firmest wall to the Arians, drew their fury upon himself. 

 I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast

 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.

Lesson vj
A

ND so having been attacked with many snares, at length by the guile of Saturninus, Bishop of Arles, he was banished to Phrygia by the Synod of Bourges: where he both revived a dead man, and wrote twelve books on the Trinity against the Arians. Four years later a Council was summoned to Se1eucia, a city of Isauria, and Hilary was compelled to be present: and from there he went to Constantinople, where he noticed the extreme danger to the faith,and having published three pamphlets, demanded audience with the Emperor, that he might dispute publicly on the faith with his adversaries. 

 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand. 

Lesson vij

B

UT since the Arian Bishops Ursacius and Valens, whom Hilary had confuted in writing, were afraid to face his learning in person, they persuaded Constantius in the guise of an honour to return him to his See. Then, as Jerome says, the Church of Gaul embraced Hilary returning from battle with the heretics: and Martin followed him to his See, who was afterwards Bishop of Tours, and so profited by his teaching, as his sanctity afterwards declared. 

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he.

1000

Lesson viij 

Henceforth he administered the Church of Poitiers in great tranquillity: and led all of Gaul to condemn the Arian impiety. He wrote many books of wonderful erudition, all of which, S. Jerome testifies to Laeta, may be read without any suspicion of error, in these words: running through the books of Hilary with unstumbling foot. He passed to heaven on the 13th of January, in the year of our Lord three hundred and sixty-nine. 

( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 5 

A

T that time : Jesus said unto his disciples: Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? And the rest. 

Homily by S.Hilary, Bishop.                                               Comm. on Matt., Ch. 5 

Y

E are the salt of the earth. But if the salt have lost his savour, that which is salted with it will be good for nothing. There is, I think, no such thing as salt of the earth. Why then are the apostles called the salt of the earth? We must seek out the true meaning of the phrase, and this will be shown both by the office of the apostles,and by the very nature of salt. ¶. Salt contains in itse1f together the elements of fire and water; thus it is one made out of two. This thing therefore being made for the service of man in various ways, preserves corpses sprinkled with it from corruption, and is useful for every kind of savoury relish. 

 The Lord loved him and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. *And at the gates of paradise he crowned him.

 The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him.   And at.
Lesson x 
N

OW, the Apostles are the preachers of heavenly things, as it were, the sowers of eternity; since they confer immortality on all such bodies as have been sprinkled with their word. Truly  then they are called the salt of the earth, since by virtue of their doctrine, after the manner of salt, they preserve men's bodies unto life evernasting.  The nature of salt is ever the same, and can never be changed. 

In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth. * And the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding.

1438
He shall find joy and a crown of gladness.  And the.  

Lesson xj

M

AN, on the contrary, is subject to change, and he alone is blessed that shall persevere to the end in all the works of God; therefore he admonishes them, whom he calls the salt of the earth, that they ever preserve the virtue of that power he gave them, lest, losing their strength, they may have no power to season anything. And then, having lost that quality of savour once given, and no longer able to restore what is corrupted, they shall be cast out of the storehouses of the Church, together with those whom they should have salted; and they who pass by shall trample them under foot.

( Right meetly held in memory is this Saint, who hath passed into the joy of  the angels, for in this pilkgrimsge his body only was on earth. * His thoughts and desires were turned towards the heavenly country.

( Being set free from the chains of the flesh, he rendered untohis Lord the telent that had been given to him with usury. His thoughts. 

For S.Felix, Priest and Martyr. 
Lesson xij 

F

ELIX, a priest of Nola, as he was attacking the idols vehemently, was variously vexed by the unbelievers and put in prison.Thence he was let out at night by an angel, and commanded to look for Maximianus, Bishop of Nola, who, being weakened by old age, despairing of being able to bear the torments of the persecutors, had hidden in a wood. When Felix arrived there, being led by God, he 

saw the holy Bishop lying on the ground, almost dead: he revived him, laid him on his shoulders, and took him to a faithful widow for convalescence. But as he again accused the worshippers of idols of impiety, and was attacked, he fled and hid in the narrow space between two walls.The entrance suddenly appeared covered in spiders' webs, and nobody suspected a recent hiding-place. So escaping from there he hid for three months in the house of a devout woman. But when peaee had returned to the Church of God, he returned to Nola, and having converted many to the faith of Christ there by the example of his life and the precepts of his doctrine, and by his miracles, and having constantly refused the Bishoprick of that city, he fell asleep in the Lord, and was buried near Nola in a place which was called in Pincis.

(. O Lord, thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, * And hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

(.He asked life of thee and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever. And hast set.  ( The Lord chose thee for a priest unto himself, * To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. And hast. Glory be. And hast.
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Gospel as in the Common of Doctors.

In Lauds commemoration is made of S. Felix, Martyr.

Antiphon. He that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

Collect Grant, we beseeeh thee, as above at Vespers. 

Vespers of S. Maurus, without Commemoration of S. Hilary. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTEENTH OF JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S. MAURUS, ABBOT.

DOUBLE

(1925:

AT I VESPERS

Chapter                                                                                                Isaiah 43:1-3

F

EAR not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called theee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest throught he waters, I will be with thee; for I am the Lord they God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour.

Short ( The mouth of the righteous * Is exercised in wisdom. The mouth.

( And his tongue will be talking of judgment. Is exercised. Glory be. The mouth.

Hymn     

                                                   Qui te, posthabis

Defender, leader true, thine own companions deemed

                       Thy splendour half divine, since all were less esteemed:

                       For thy most worthy deeds, Maurus, accept the lays

                       Wherewith we celebrate thy praise.

                 2    Born of a noble stock, great honour was his due,

                       But palaces he spurned, and from the world withdrew;

                       Delights he trampled down, estates and robes unpriced,

                       To undergo the yoke of Christ.

                 3   The holy Abbot's grace, before his eyes displayed,

                      By  deeds of equal worth he eagerly protrayed;

                      The pattern of the life monastic shone in truth

                      From every action of the youth.

                      Sternly, with sackcloth rough, self-mastery he wrought,

                      And by the curb of law, unbroken silence sought;

                      The ever-watchful nights in fervent prayer he spent;

                      Whole days of fasting underwent
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Right speedily he flew to do the father's hest,

                              Dry-shod, the waters deep with fearless feet he pressed;

                              And safely he returned with Placidus, set free

                              Like Peter walking on the sea.

                              To thee, O Trinity, high praise and honour be,

                              Whose countenance desired the heaven=dwellers see:

                              Grant that the Holy Rule may be our pathway plain

                              The prize of Maurus to attain.  Amen.

(The Lord loved him and adorned him.

( He clothed him with a robe of glory.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  O most blessed of men! * who, rejecting this world, bore the yoke of Holy Rule from tender years so lovingly; and being made obedient even unto death, he denied himself, that he might wholly cling to Christ his Master, alleluia.)

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who for a pattern of obedience didst cause blessed Maurus to walk dry-shod upon the waters : grant that we may both follow perfectly the example of his vistues, and also be worthy  to share in his reward. Through.

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the Book of Wisdom. Though the righteous.  

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

M

AURUS, a noble Roman, being offered to God under the the discipline of Saint Benedict by his father Eutychius,  in a short time so progressed in divine grace, that he was the admiration of the Master himself : who often recommended him to the other disciples for imitation as an example of regular observance, and of all virtues.

 The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him. safe from those that lay in wait. *  And gave him perpetual glory. 

 The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave.

Lesson vj

H

IS admirable example of obedeience, while still an adolescent, is commemorated by Pope S. Gregory.  For when the monk Placidus had fallen into a lake and was being carried away by the  force of the water, Maurus at the command of the holy Father ran up, and walking onthe water, seized his brother by the hair and brought him to land. 
1420

  The Lord loved him  and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. * And at the gates of paradise he crowned him 

The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at.

Lesson vij

H

IS continence was such that throughout Lent he partook of food only twice in the week, and that sparingly. He took sleep standing, or, if compelled by too much weariness, sitting,  on a pile of shoes and hairshirts.

 This man did  according unto all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people.                                     
 This is he which hated his life In this world, and is come unto life eternal.  For thee. 

Lesson viij
H

E was sent into Gaul by the same Saint Benedict, and built a famous monastery, over which he presided for forty years, and wonderfully promoted monastic discipline. At last, being famous for sanctity and miracles, being over seventy years old, he passed into heaven, in the year of salvation five humdred and sixty- five.

(  O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, O Lord. And hast.  Glory be. And hast.
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Homily on the Gospel, Behold we have left, as in the Common of Abbots.

¶ In certain places is read the following Homily.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson ix                                                                                                     Ch. 14 

A

T that time : Peter answered and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said, Come. 

Homily by S. Jerome, Priest.                              Bk. 2, Comm. on S. Matt. C14 

P

ETER is always found ardent in faith. When the disciples were asked, who did men say Jesus was, he confessed him Son of God. He would have prevented our Lord's voluntarily going to his Passion; and although he did indeed err in judgment, yet did he not so in affection, for he was unwilling that he whom he had so recently confessed Son of God should die. He. the foremost among the chosen 
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few, went up into the mountain with our Saviour, and he alone followed him in his passion. The sin of denial, that sudden lapse that came through sudden fright, he immediately washed away with tears of love. After the passion, when they were on the lake of Gennesaret and were fishing, and the Lord came and stood on the shore; though the other disciples came in a little ship, he could not bear to wait but immediately cast his fisher's coat about him, and cast himself into the waves. 

 This is he which wrought great wonders before God, and praised the Lord with all his heart. * May he pray for all people that their sins be forgiven. 

(. Behold a man without blame, a worshipper of God in truth, keeping himself from every evil deed and abiding still in his innocency.  May he pray. 

Lesson x 

W

ITH that same ardent faith, then as always, while the other disciples were silent Peter believed that he could do, by the will of his Master, what his Master himself could do by nature. Bid me come unto thee on the water. Do thou but command, and immediately the waves will become as firm ground: my body that is heavy by nature will become light. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. Let those who think that it was not the real body of the Lord, since it trod lightly on the air and yielding waves, then say how it was that Peter walked on the water, for they cannot deny that he was a man. 

 Let your loins t be girded about, and your lights burning in your hands, * And be ye like men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding. 

( Watch therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.  And be. 

Lesson xj

B

UT when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. Though the faith of his soul was ardent, his human weakness dragged him to the depths. He was left to sink only for a moment, so that his faith might be strengthened, and so that he might realize that he was upheld, not by his mere request, but by the power of the Lord. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? We have spoken before about the faith and ardent spirit of Peter the Apostle, and of his confident request to the Saviour, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water; yet, because a moment later he was afraid, it was said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? Then what shall be said to us, who have not the smallest portion of this littleness of faith? 

1422

 Blessed is the man  that is found without blemish and hath not gone after gold: * His goods shall be established. 

(. Who might offend, and hath not offended, or done evil, and hath not done it.  His goods. 

Lesson xij

T

HEN they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. At one sign, the sea became calm and normally after so great a tempest this happens only gradually and by degrees - the sailors and the right-minded confessed him of a truth the Son of God: and do thou, Arius, declare to the Church that he is a creature? 

O holy commemoration of blessed Maurus. O the inestimable joy of love!  who whilst he despised the pomp of the world * Was joined to life eternal. 

( For whom to live was Christ, to die was gain. Was joined. Glory be. Was joined. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S.Matthew           Ch. 14. 28-33 

A

T that time : Peter answered and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. And he said, Come, And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who for a pattern of obedience didst cause blessed Maurus to walk dry-shod upon the waters: grant that we may both follow perfectly the example of his virtues, and also be worthy to share in his reward. Through. 

In second Vespers Commemoration of  S. Marcellus, Pope and Martyr.

Antiphon. This is a Martyr. ( Thou hast crowned. 

Collect as below.
ON THE SAME DAY

ON THE FEAST OF S. PAUL THE FIRST HERMIT,

CONFESSOR

semidouble
Which is translated to the next unimpeded day.

All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop, except what it noted here. 

1423
COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Paul, thy Confessor: mercifully grant; that, as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may follow the example of his life. Through.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson v 

P

AUL, the founder and master of hermits, was born in the Lower Thebaid, and at the age of fifteen was orphaned of his parents. Later, to avoid the persecution of Dexius and Valerian, and to serve God more freely, he withdrew to a cave in the desert: where, a palm tree affording him food and raiment, he lived to the age of a hundred and thirteen, at which time, by Divine prompting, he was visited by the ninety-year-old Anthony. 

 The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. *  And gave him perpetual glory. 

 The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave.

Lesson vj

W

HILE they, who had not known each other before, adressing each other by name, conversed much concerning the kingdom of God, a raven, which previously had always brought Paul a half loaf of bread, now brought a whole one. After the raven had departed, Paul said, Ah, the Lord is truly gracious and merciful, and hath sent us our meal. For sixty years now I have received every day half a loaf, and now at thy coming Christ hath doubled the supply to his soldiers. So giving thanks they took the food to the spring, where meanwhile they refreshed themselves, again giving thanks as usual to God, and spent the night in Divine praises.

 The Lord loved him  and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. *And at the gates of paradise he crowned him 

The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at.

Lesson vij
A

T dawn Paul advised Anthony of his approaching death, and asked him to fetch the cloak that he had received from Athanasius , to wrap his body in. He, returning from that journey, saw the soul of Paul ascending into heaven  accompanied by choirs of Angels and an assembly of Prophets and Apostles.

 This man did  according unto all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among 
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all people. 

 This is he which hated his life In this world, and is come unto life eternal.  For thee.
Lesson viij 

A

ND when he came to his cell, he found his lifeless body, kneeling, with head erect, and hands extended towards heaven, which he covered with the cloak, and sang hymnss and psalms according to christian tradition. He had nothing to dig with, but two lions came running from the midst of the desert to the body of the blessed old man: in order, one might have thought, to eat the lamented; but eagerly digging the earth with their paws, they made a grave easily large enough for a man. And when they had departed, Anthony laid the holy body in that plaee, and piling earth on it, made a mound in the christian manner: but the tunic which Paul had plaited for himself out of palm leaves, he took away with him, and wore that garment on the solemn days of Easter and Pentecost, so long as he lived.

(  O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, O Lord. And hast.  Glory be. And hast.
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                       Ch. 11 

A

T that time: Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven ant earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. And the rest. 

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop.                        Sermon 10 on Words of the Lord

C

OME unto me, all ye that labour. And why do we labour, if it be not because we are mortal men, frail and weak, bearing earthen vessels that distress one another for straitness? Yet, when the vessel of the flesh is straitened, let the open expanse of charity spread abroad. Why then does he say, Come unto me, all ye that labour, unless it means that you shall not labour? It is indeed clear that such is his promise; for since he calls those who labour, they will perchance ask, to what reward they are called. And I will give you rest, he says. 

 This is he which wrought great wonders before God, and praised the Lord with all his heart. *  May he pray for all people that their sins may be forgiven.
 Behold a man without blame, a worshipper of God in truth, keeping himself from every evil deed and abiding still in his innocency.  May he. 
Lesson x

1443
T

AKE my yoke upon you, and learn of me; not how to make the world, not to create all things visible and invisible, not how to work wonders in this world and raise the dead; but: that I am meek and lowly in heart. Do you desire to be great? Begin first by being the least. Do you think to raise a mighty building of great height? Think first of the lowness of the foundation. 

 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning m your hands.  * And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding. 

 Watch, therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. And ye

Lesson xj

A

ND however great a mass of building anyone may wish and design to erect, the higher he intends to raise it, the deeper he digs his foundation. And as the structure is built up, it rises heavenward: but he that digs the foundation, must dig very low. The building therefore must be low before it is high, and the roof is erected only after a lowly beginning.

. (  Blessed is the man that is found without blemish and hath not gone after gold: * His goods shall be established.

( Who might offend, and hath not offended, or done evil, and hath not done it. His goods.

Lesson xij 

W

HAT is the roof of the building we are raising? How high will its peak reach? I answer you at once: Even to the very sight of God. You see how high, how great a thing it is to behold God. He who desires it, will understand both what I say and what he hears. The sight of God is promised to us, very God, God most High. This indeed is good, to see Him who sees. For they who worship false gods can easily see them; but they see idols, who have eyes and see not. But to us is promised the vision of the living and seeing God.

(  O Holy commemoration of blessed  Paul! O the inestimable joy of love! whilst he despised the pomp of the world * He was joined to life eternal.

( For whom to live was Christ, to die was gain. He was. Glory be. He was. 

The Continuation of the holy Gospel according to Matthew.                   Ch 11, 25

A

T that time Jesus answered, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth. because thou hast hid these things from the, wise and prudent. and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father : for so it seemed good in thy sight. All tlrings are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the 
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Son, but the Father : neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.  Come unto me, all ye that  labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me: for I am meek and I lowly in heart: and ye shaIl find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my , burden is light. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

The Sixteenth of January

On the Feast of S. Marcellus, Pope and Martyr

Semidouble
COLLECT

O

 LORD,we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy people: that, as we do rejoice in the passion of blessed Marcellus thy Martyr and Bishop, so we may be succoured by his prayers. Through. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

M

ARCELLUS, a Roman, held the Pontificate from the reign of Constantius and Galerius to that of Maxentius. It was by his counsel that the Roman matron Lucina made the Church of God the heir of her property. He instituted twenty-five titular Churches in the City, as also certain dioceses, both for the baptism and penitence of those of the unbelievers who were accepting the Christian religion, and for the burial of the Martyrs. For this reason Maxentius was greatly angered and threatened severe punishments unless Marcellus gave up his pontifical office and offered sacrifice to the idols.

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and   kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.

Lesson vj 

W

HEN he ignored the insane voices of man, he sent him into a menagerie to take care of the beasts which were kept at public expense. There Marcellus spent nine months, praying and fasting earnestly, and visiting by his letters the parishes that he could not visit in person. From there he was rescued by some of his clerics and was given refuge by blessed Lucina, in whose house he dedicated a Church, which today is called by the title of Saint Marcellus: in which both the Christians prayed, and blessed Marcellus himself preached.

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.
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( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.
Lesson vij

L

EARNING of this, Maxentius ordered the wild beasts to be brought from the menagerie into the Church and to be guarded by Marcellus. Sickened by the foul atmosphere and worn out by many hardships, he fell asleep in the Lord. His body was buried by blessed Lucina in the cemetery of Priscilla on the Salarian Way, on the sixteenth day of January. He presided for five years, one month, and twenty-five days. 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him 

the water of wisdom to drink. *  And set.

 Lesson viij
H

E wrote an Epistle to the Bishops of the Province of Antioch on the primacy of the Roman Church, which he pointed out was to be called the head of Churches. In it he also wrote that no Council should be held except by the authority of the Roman Pontiff: He ordained in the month of December in Rome twenty-five priests, two Deacons, and twenty-one Bishops for various places. 

 ( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
Homily on the Gospel If any man come to me, from the Common of One Martyr. 

( x. O Lord, thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, * And hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

(.He asked life of thee and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever. And hast set.  

Vespers of the following.

__________________________________________________________________ 

THE SEVENTEENTH OF JANUARY

1446

ON THE FEAST OF S. ANTHONY, ABBOT .

DOUBLE

COLLECT

O

 LORD, we beseech thee, let the intercession of the blessed Abbot Anthony commend us unto thee: that those things which for our own merits we cannot ask, we may through his advocacy obtain. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Marcellus. 

Antiphon. Whosoever will come after me, * let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

COLLECT

O

 LORD,we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy people: that, as we do rejoice in the passion of blessed Marcellus thy Martyr and Bishop, so we may be succoured by his prayers. Through. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN 

Lesson v 

A

NTHONY, an Egyptian, born of noble christian parents, of whom he was orphaned as an adolescent, on entering the Chureh heard from the Gospel: If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor: and he thought that he should obey the Lord Christ as if these words were addressed to himself. And so, selling his family goods, he distributed all the money to the poor. Freed from these impediments, he set out to observe a heavenly manner of life on earth. But as he entered that perilous contest, in order to guard the faith with which he was armed, he thought he should use the support of the rest of the virtues; and so ardent was his desire for them, that whenever he saw anyone excelling in any virtue, he strove to imitate him.

 The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. *  And gave him perpetual glory. 

 The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave.

Lesson vj 

N

OTHING therefore could exceed his continence and vigilance. He exceeded all in patience, gentleness, mercy, humility,l abour and study of the divine Scriptures. He so abbhorred the society and conversation of heretics and schismatics, especially the Arians, that he sail one should not even go near them. 
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When compelled by necessity to sleep, he lay on the grass. He fasted to such an extent, that he took nothing but bread and salt, and water for his thirst, and did not eat or drink before sunset. Often he abstained from food for two days: very often he spent the whole night in prayer. Since Anthony had become so great a soldier of God, the enemy of the human race attacked the holy youth with various temptations, which he overcame by fasting and prayer. Nor indeed did victory leave Anthony often free of Satan, and he knew the devil's innumerable vexatious arts.

 The Lord loved him  and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. *And at the gates of paradise he crowned him 

The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at.

Lesson vij 

A

ND so he retired to the vast Egyptian desert, where, progressing every day in christian perfection, he so despised the demons (whose attacks became all the fiercer, as Anthony became stronger in resisting) as to prove their impotence: and often, urging his disciples to strive against the devil, and teaching them what weapons he defeated them with, he would say: Believe me, brethren; Satan fears the vigils, prayers, fasts, voluntary poverty, mercy, and humility of the devout, but most of all a burning love for the Lord Christ, and only at the sign of his most holy Cross he flees powerless. 

 This man did  according unto all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

 This is he which hated his life In this world, and is come unto life eternal.  For thee.

Lesson viij
H

E was such a terror to the demons that many throughout Egypt who were vexed by them, were freed by invoking the name of Anthony: and so great was the fame of his sanctity that Constantine the Great and his sons commended themselves to his prayers by letters. At length, in his hundred and fifth year, having innumerable imitators of his way, having collected monks and instructed them in a perfect rule of christian life, and being famous for sanctity and miracles, he passed into heaven on the seventeenth of January.

(  O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, O Lord. And hast.  Glory be. And hast.
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 In the third Nocturn Homily on the Gospel Let your loins, from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop. 

Vespers of the following. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE EIGHTEENTH OF JANUARY
ON THE FEAST OF THE CHAIR OF S. PETER

IN WHICH HE FIRST SAT AT ROME

DOUBLE

AT VESPERS.

Antiphon Behold a great priest, with the rest from the Common of a Confessor Bishop. Psalms of Sunday.

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus. 44

B

EHOLD a great priest who in his days pleased God and was found righteous: and in the time of wrath he was made a reconciliation.

Short  The Lord loved him, * And  adorned him. The Lord. He  clothed him       with a robe of glory. And adorned. Glory be  The Lord. 

Hymn      Quodcumque in orbe
O Peter, whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth,

                              It also shall be bound above the starry sky, 

                              And here whatever the entrusted power doth loose, 

                              It shall be loosed in heav'n's supremest court on high: 

                              To judgment shalt thou come, when the world's end is nigh.

                           2 Praise to the Father be through all eternity,

                              And equal praise to thee, o co-eternal Son,

                              And Holy Spirit; one co-equal Trinity, 

                              To whom all majesty, and power, and might belong; 

                              So sing we now, and such be our eternal song.          Amen.

( Thou art Peter. ( And upon this rock I will built my Church. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, * O chief of the Apostles: unto thee were  given the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst bestow upon thy blessed Apostle Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and didst appoint unto him the high priesthood of binding and loosing: vouchsafe; that by the help of his intercession we may be delivered from. the bonds of our iniquities: Who livest and reignest.
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Then Commemoration is made of S. Paul before any other commemorations, even of  a double Feast, or of a Sunday. Which is observed also in commemoration of S. Peter, when it is made on Feasts of  S. Paul.

Antiphon. O holy Apostle Paul, * thou preacher of the truth and Doctor of the Gentiles, intercede for us unto God, who hath chosen thee. 

( Thou art a chosen vessel, holy Apostle Paul. 

( A preacher of the truth throughout all the world. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who by the preaching of the blessed Apostle Paul didst teach the multitute of the Gentiles: grant to us, we beseech thee; that we who celebrate his commemoration may know him to be our advocate with thee.

Then commemoration is made of S. Anthony. Antiphon.  The world, and all things earthly, * this man despised, triumphant: he laid up treasures in heaven by word and deed.

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths. 

( And shewed him the kingdom of God. 

COLLECT

O

 LORD, we beseech thee, let the intercession of the blessed Abbot Anthony commend us unto thee: that those things which for our own merits we cannot ask, we may through his advocacy obtain. Through. 

Finally commemoration is made of S. Prisca, Virgin and Martyr. 

Antiphon,  Come, thou Bride of Christ, * receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee for ever. 

( In thy grace and in thy beauty. 

( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who celebrate the heavenly birthday of blessed Prisca, thy Virgin and Martyr; may both rejoice in her yearly solemnity, and profit by the example of so great a faith. Through. 

AT MATINS.

Invitatory.-  Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, O chief of the Apostles: * Unto thee the Lord gave the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Psalm Venite exultemus
Hymn Quocumque in orbe, as above in I Vespers.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
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Antiphon. Blessed is the man, with the other Antiphons, Psalms, and Versicles from the Common of a Confessor Bishop. 

Here beginneth the first Epistle of blessed Peter the Apostle. 

Lesson j                                                                                                         Ch. l 

P

ETER, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the foreknowledge

of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ; Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time.

( Simon Peter, before I called thee out of the ship I knew thee, and made thee a captain over my people: * And I have given unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And I. 

Lesson ij 

W

HEREIN ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: whom  

having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

( If thou lovest me, Simon Peter, feed my sheep. Lord, thou knowest that I love thee, * I will lay down my life for thy sake. 

( If I should die with thee, I will not deny thee. I will. 

Lesson iij

O
F which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow: unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the Gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 
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( Thou art Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it: *And I will give thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And I. 

Lesson iv

W

HEREFORE gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ: as obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: but as he which hath called  you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation: because it is written, Be ye al holy: for I am holy. And If ye call on the Father,  who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojouming here in fear: forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers: but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without a blemish and without spot: who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world. but was manifest in these last times for you,  who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory: that your faith and hope might be in God. 

( Lord,  if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. * And Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him: O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 

( But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried; saying, Lord, save me. And Jesus. Glory be. And Jesus. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Homily of Pope S. Leo. 

Lesson iv            Sermon l  on the holy Apostles Peter and Paul, before the middle

W

HEN the twelve Apostles, having received from the holy Spirit the power to speak all languages, undertook to fill the world with the Gospel, dividing the parts of the earth amongst them, the most blessed Peter, chief of the Apostolic order, was destined for the citadel of the Roman empire; that the light of truth, which was revealed for the salvation of all nations, might pour forth more effectively from the capital itself into all the world. 

( Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, the Prince of the Apostles, and unto thee hath God given all the kingdoms of the world: * And therefore unto thee were given the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And therefore. 
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Lesson vj

O

F what nation were not men in that City then? Or what nations anywhere were unaware of what Rome had learnt? Here the opinions of philosophy were to be despised, here the vanities of earthly wisdom were to be dissolved, here the cults of demons to be overthrown, here the impiety of all sacrileges to be destroyed, where with the most fervent superstition was held collected whatever of vain errors had been invented anywhere. 

( Peter, I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; * and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

( Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And when. 

Lesson vij

T

O this city therefore, o most blessed Apostle Peter, thou dost not fear to come, and with the Apostle Paul as companion of thy glory, until now occupied in ordering other Churches, thou emterest upon that forest of raging beasts and ocean of most turbulent depths with more constancy than when thou didst walk upon the sea.

( Peter, lovest thou me? Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. * Feed my sheep. 

( Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. Feed my.

Lesson viij

A

LREADY thou hadst instructed the peoples who had believed out of the circumcision: already thou hadst founded the Church of Antioch, where first the dignity of the Christian name arose: already thou hadst filled Pontus, Galatia, Cappaiocia, Asia and Bithynia with the laws of the Gospel preaching: and not doubtful of the advance of thy work, nor unaware of the span of thy life, thou didst carry the trophy of the Cross of Christ into the Roman citadel; to which thy divinely preordained honour of power and glory of passion preceded thee.

( Loose the fetters of earth, O Peter, at the command of God. * Thou who dost open the kingdom of heaven to the blessed. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Thou who. Glory be. Thou who. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                  Ch. 16, 13
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A

T that time: when Jesus caae into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And the rest. 

Homily by S. Hilary, Bishop.                                        Comm. on Matthew, Ch. 16 

T

HE Lord asks his disciples, who men say that he is, and adds, the son of man. For the reason of this confession must be held to be, so that we should remember that as he is Son of God, so also he is son of man; for being one without the other would give no hope of salvation. And so when various differing opinions of men had appeared concerning him, he asked what they themselves thought of him. Peter answered, thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

( Jesus asked his disciples, saying: Whom do men say that I the son of man am? Peter answered and said,Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God. * And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church. 

( Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say.

Lesson x

B

UT perhaps Peter was pondering the terms of the proposition. For the Lord had said: Whom do men say that I, the son of man,  am? And certainly he put son of man, the contemplation of the body, first. But by adding, whom do they say that I am, he signified besides what was seen in him, something else to be sensed: for he was the son of man. What judgment of opinion about him did he desire then? Let us not think it was that which he confessed of himself: but what he was asking about was hidden, and the faith of those who believed in him had to reach out for it. 

( The Lord chose thee for a priest unto himself, * to offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. 

( Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the Most High. To offer. . 

Lesson xj 

A

ND clearly Peter's confession obtained a worthy reward; for he had seen the Son of God in man. Blessed is he, who was praised for having gazed and seen beyond the human, not what he beheld of flesh and blood, but by revelation of the Father in heaven contemplating the Son of God, he was judged worthy, who was the first to acknowledge what was in Christ of God. O blessed foundation of the Church in naming of a new name, and Rock worthy of its building, which was to dissolve the laws below, and the gates of hell, and all the bonds of death. O blessed doorkeeper of heaven, to whose will are handed the keys of eternal entry, 
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whose earthly judgment shall prove to have been judged by authority in heaven! So that whatever on earth is bound or loosed, receives the same decision also in heaven.

(  He who did deliver the keys and the care of the flock, *  He who did commit the government of heaven and earth unto Peter, to open that which was shut, and to loose that which was bound. 

(  May he be pleased to loose our fetters through his servant.  He who. Glory be. He who.

If thie Feast of the Chair be celebrated on a Sunday, the xij Lesson is read from the Homily of the Sunday, with j. ( of the same, omitting the Lesson of S. Prisca:  which is observed also in like cases.

For S.Prisca virgin and martyr. 
Lesson xij 

P

RISCA, a noble Roman virgin, being thirteen years old, was accused to the Emperor Claudius of christian faith, and by his command taken to the temple of Apollo to sacrifice to the idols. When she refused, she was beaten and put in prison: and since she persevered in the constancy of her faith, she was taken from there, beaten, covered in boiling oil, and again shut in prison. After three days she was brought out into the amphitheatre and thrown to a lion; which, forgetting its wildness, lay down meekly at her feet. Then she was kept in a cell for three days without food, and hung on a rack, torn with iron claws, and thrown on a funeral pyre, from which also she miraculously escaped safe. Finally she added the crown of martyrdom to the palm of virginity, being beheaded outside the city. Her body was buried by Christians on the road to Ostia, ten miles from the City, on the 18th of January. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew        Ch. 16. 13-19 

A

T that time: When Jesus came into the coasts of Cæsarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus an- swered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- Jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth  shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven 

Collect as below
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AT LAUDS and through the Hours, 

Antiphons.1. Behold a great priest, * who in his days pleased God, and was found righteous. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest. 

2. There was none * like unto him, who kept the law of the most High. 

3. The Lord, * therefore, assured him by an oath that he would bless the nations in his seed.

4. O ye priests of God, * bless ye the Lord: O ye servants of the Lord, sing a hymn unto God, alleluia. 

5. Good and faithful servant, * enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.

Chapter                                                                                                      Ecclus.44 

B

EHOLD a great priest who in his day pleased God and was found righteous: and in the time of wrath he was made a reconciliation. 

Short  The Lord loved him, * And  adorned him. The Lord. He  clothed him       with a robe of glory. And adorned. Glory be  The Lord. 

Hymn               Beate pastor

Good Shepherd, Peter, unto whom the charge was given
                           To close or open ways of pilgrimage to heaven

                           In sin's hard bondage held may we have grace to know

                           The full remission thou wast granted to bestow.

                       2  Now to the glorious Trinity be duly paid 

                           Worship and honour, praise and service unafraid, 

                           Who In unchanging Unity, one Lord sublime,

                           Hath ever lived as now and to unending time.    Amen.

( Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people.

( And praise him in the seat of the elders. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon  Whatsoever * thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven: saith the Lord unto  Simon Peter. .

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst bestow upon thy blessed Apostle Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and didst appoint unto him the high priesthood of binding and loosing: vouchsafe; that by the help of his intercession we may be delivered from the bonds of our iniquities. Who livest and reignest. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Paul. 

Antiphon  O holy Apostle Paul, * thou preacher of the truth and Doctor of the Gentiles, intercede for us to God, who hath chosen thee.

( Thou art a chosen vessel, holy Apostle Paul. 

( A preacher of the truth throughout all the world. 
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 COLLECT

O

 GOD, who by the preaching of the blessed Apostle Paul didst teach the multitude of the Gentiles: grant to us, we beseech thee; that we who celebrate his commemoration may know him to be our advocate with thee. 

Then of Saint Prisca, Antiphon. The kingdom of heaven * is likened unto a merchantman seeking goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

( Full of grace are thy lips. 

( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

COLLECT.
G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who celebrate the heavenly birthday of blessed Prisca, thy Virgin and Martyr; may both rejoice in her yearly solemnity, and profit by the example of so great a faith. Through.

At the Hours, all is said as in the Common of a Confessor Bishop, except the Collect which is said as above in Lauds. 
IN SECOND VESPERS

Antiphon Behold a great priest, with the rest from Lauds, above. 

Psalms from the Common of a Confessor Bishop in ij Vespers.. 

Chapter, Short  ( and Hymn as above in j, Vespers. 

( The Lord chose thee for a priest unto himself. 

( To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  While he was High Priest, * he feared not earthly things, but went gloriously into the heavenly kingdom.  

Collect O God, who didst bestow, as above. 

And commemoration is made of S.Paul, Apostle, as above in Lauds. 

Finally of SS. Marius & his Companions, 

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, * who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.

( Be glad,O ye righteous,and rejoice in the Lord. 

( And be j qyful, all ye that are true of heart.

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear thy people, O Lord,who call upon thee with the advocacy of thy Saints: and grant us both to rejoice in peace in this temporal life; and to find succour unto life everlasting. Through. 
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The Nineteenth of January

On the Feast of SS. Marius & his Companions,  Martyrs
Lesson iij 

M

ARIUS, a Persian, born in a noble station, with Martha his wife of like nobility and their two sons Audifax and Abachum, came to Rome in the reign of Claudius to venerate the tombs of the martyrs. There they cared for the Christians in prison, and supported them with their goods and deeds, and buried the bodies of the Saints. For this reason they were all arrested, and since they could be induced neither by the threats nor by the fear of the ungodly to sacrifice to the gods, they were first crippled with clubs, then dragged with ropes, then burned by touching with glowing blades, and torn with iron claws. Finally their hands were cut off and tied round their necks, and they were led through the middle of the City, by the Via Cornelia thirteen miles out of the City, to the place called Nymphe, and killed: but first Martha,who had firmly exhorted her husband and sons to bear torments constantly for the faith of Jesus Christ, and then the other were beheaded in the same sandpit, and their bodies thrown on a fire. Felicity, a noble Roman matron, collected them half-burned and had them buried on her estate. 

(. God shall wipe away all tears from the eyes of his Saints,  and there shall be no more sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there he any more pain. * For the former things are passed away.

( They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the. Glory be. For the.

In Lauds, Antiphon.  The very hairs of your head *  are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.
( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. 

(. Let them rejoice in their beds.

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear thy people, O Lord,who call upon thee with the advocacy of thy Saints: and grant us both to rejoice in peace in this temporal life; and to find succour unto life everlasting. Through.  
__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTIETH OF JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF SS. FABIAN AND SEBASTIAN, MARTYRS

DOUBLE

COLLECT
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A

LMIGHTY God, mercifully look upon our infirmities: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our sins, the glorious intercession of thy blessed Martyrs Fabian and Sebastian may be our succour and defence. Through. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v 

F

ABIAN, a Roman, ruled the Church from the reign of Maximus to that of Decius. He divided the city into seven regions,with seven Deacons, who had charge of the poor. He created a like number of Subdeacons, who were to collect the Acts of the Martyrs recorded by seven writers. He also decreed that every year on Maundy Thursday, the chrism should be renewed and the old burned. 

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment. 
( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out, and the streams flowed withal. Dry land.

Lesson vj

A

T length, on the 20th of January, in the persecution of Decius, he was crowned with martyrdom and buried in the cemetery of Callistus on the Appian Way, having presided for fifteen years and four days. He held five ordinations in the month of December, in which he made twenty-two Presbyters, seven Deacons, and eleven Bishops in various places. 

( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. That they. 

Lesson vij 

S

EBASTIAN, whose father was from Narbo and his mother from Milan, was dear to Diocletian for his nobility of birth and his courage. As leader of the first cohort, he helped the Christians, whose faith he secretly practised, with goods and deeds, and those who seemed to be in dread of the violence of tortures, he so steengthened by exhortation, that many offered themselves to the tormentors of their own accord for the sake of Jesus Christ. Among these were Marcus and Marcellinus, brothers, who were under guard in Rome in the house of Nicostratus: whose wife Zoe restored by prayer the voice that Sebastian had lost. When this became known to Diocletian, he summoned Sebastian: and vehemently scolding him, tried by all artifices to turn him from the faith of Christ. But when he gained
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nothing either by promises or by threats, he ordered him to be tied to a post and shot to death with arrows.

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering; and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints. 

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace. Glory be. For grace. 

Lesson viij 

W

HEN all thought him dead, Irene, a holy woman, ordered him to be taken away at night for burial: but finding him alive she cared for him at her house. And so a little later, having recovered his health, he went before Diocletian and boldly rebuked him for his wickedness. At his appearance the latter was stupified at first, as he believed him dead, then becoming inflamed at the surprise and at Sebastian's bitter reproaches, he commanded him to be scourged with rods until he yielded up his soul to God. His body was thrown in the sewer, but Lucina was advised by Sebastian in a dream, where he was, and where he wanted to be buried, and she put him in a tomb in the Catacombs, where a famous Church by the name of Saint Sebastian was built.

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Jesus came down with them, from the Common of Many Martyrs, in the 2nd place.

In second Vespers, from the Chapter it is said of S. Agnes, V.M.

¶ When Septuagesima Sunday falls on the 20th January, then the whole of Vespers is said of S. Agnes. Antiphon. When Agnes came, with the rest from Lauds. The Sunday Psalms, with Commemoration of the Sunday.

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-FIRST OF  JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S. AGNES, VIRGIN AND MARTYR

 DOUBLE

At  Vespers,

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus. 51

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour. I do give praise unto thy name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast 
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preserved my body from destruction. 

Short (, God shall help, Hymn E.H. 192  Jesu corona, ( In thy grace, from the Common of Virgins. 

At Magnificat, Antiphon. Blessed Agnes * prayed with outstretched hands in the midst of the flames: I pray to thee, the almighty adorable Father, worthy of fear and worship, since  through thy holy Son I have escaped the threats of the blaspheming tyrant, and  have passed by an immaculate way through the filthiness of the flesh: and behold, I come unto thee,  whom I have loved, whom I have sought, whom I have always hoped for.  
COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost choose the weak things of the world to confound those things that are strong: mercifully grant, that we who keep the feast of blessed Agnes thy Virgin and Martyr, may feel the succour of her intercession in thy sight. Through.

Then  commemoration is made of the holy Martyrs  Fabian and Sebastian,

Antiphon The souls of the Saints, ( Let the Saints. 

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear thy people, O Lord,who call upon thee with the advocacy of thy Saints: and grant us both to rejoice in peace in this temporal life; and to find succour unto life everlasting. Through. 
At Matins, Invitatory. The Lord, the King of the Virgins, O come, let us worship. . 

Hymn. E.H. 191 Virginis Proles, from the Common of Virgins.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. Depart from me, O food of death, for I am now prevented by another lover. Psalm 1 Beatus vir, with the rest from the Common of a Confessor Bishop.   

Antiphon. My right hand and my neck hath he encircled with precious stones, and hath given priceless pearls to my ears. Psalm 2. Quare fremuerunt
Antiphon. He hath put a sign on my face, that I may admit no lover but him. Psalm 3  Cum invicarem

Antiphon.The Lord hath clothed me in a robe of wrought gold, and adorned me with priceless jewels. Psalm 4. 

Antiphon. Honey and milk have I received from his mouth, and his blood hath adorned my cheeks. Psalm 5.                    
Antiphon. The Virgin of Christ * is not shaken by terror, nor seduced by favours. Psalm 11 Domino confido 

(In thy grace and in thy beauty. ( Go forth, ride prosperously,and reign.  
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Lessons of the first Nocturn, I will thank thee, from the Common of Virgins in the ij. place. 

( j. Let us celebrate the feast day of the most holy virgin, let us call to mind how blessed Agnes suffered: in the thirteenth year of her age she lost death and found life: * for she loved the author of life alone.

( Infancy in years was ascribed to her indeed, but she was exceeding old in mind. For she.

( ij. My right hand and my neck hath he encircled with precious stones, and hath given priceless pearls to my ears: * and hath surrounded me with bright and sparkling jewels.

( He hath put a sign on my face, that I may admit no lover but him.  And hath. 

( iij. I love Christ, I shall enter into his chamber, whose mother is a virgin, whose father knoweth no woman, who singeth to me with sweet voice: * Whom when I love, I am chaste: when I touch, I am pure: when I receive him, I am a virgin.

( He hath betrothed me with the ring of his faithfulness, and adorned me with priceless jewels. Whom when. Glory be to the Father. Whom when. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN.
Antiphon.Christ hath crowned me * with flowers and with sparkling jewels. Psalm 15  Domine, quis

Antiphon. I am betrothed * to him whom the Angels serve, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. Psalm 45 Eructavit, with the following from the Common of Virgins.

Antiphon.His body and mine * are already joined together, and his blood is red on my cheeks.  Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium
Antiphon. To him alone * I keep faith, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. Psalm 85 Magnus Dominus
Antiphon. Standing at her right hand, * a Lamb whiter than snow, Christ consecrated her his Bride and martyr. Psalm  86 Benedixisti Domine.
Antiphon. To him alone * I keep faith, to him I commit myself with all devotion.
Psalm 87. Fundamenta ejus. 

( God shall help her with his countenance.

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed.

From the book of S. Ambrose, Bishop, on Virgins. 

Lesson v                                                                                                        Book 1

T

ODAY is the birthday of a virgin, let us follow her innocence. It is the birthday of a martyr, let us offer sacrifices. It is the birthday of Saint Agnes, let men admire, let children not despair, let the married be amazed, let the 
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unmarried imitate. But what can we say worthy of her, whose very name is not without praise? Devotion beyond her years, virtue above nature: so that it seems to me that she had not a human name, but an oracle of a martyr, which showed what was to come. The name of the virgin is a title of modesty. Long is the praise that is received and is not sought. None is more worthy of praise than one who can be praised by all. There are as many tributes as men, who praise one Martyr so long as they speak. 

( The Lord hath clothed me with a garment of salvation, and hath girded me with a robe of gladness, and as a price he hath set a crown upon my head.

( He hath given priceless pearls to my ears, and hath surrounded me with bright and sparkling jewels. And as. 

Lesson vj

S

HE is said to have become a martyr at thirteen years. How much more detestable the cruelty, that spared not even the tender age: and yet how great the strength of faith, that even from this age found a testimony. In that small body was there room for a wound? And she who had not enough space to receive a sword, was enough to conquer the sword. She stands fearless in the cruel hands of her torturers, erect under the heavy weight of clanking chains, and now she readily offers her body to the sword of the fierce soldier; as yet she knows nothing of death, but she is ready for it, or if she is carried to the altar against her will, she is ready to stretch out her hands to Christ in the midst of the fire and make the sign of the Lord's victory on that sacriligious altar: now they would fasten her neck and hands in iron fetters, but no fetter can clamp such tiny members. 

( Milk and honey have I received from his mouth, * And his blood is red on my cheeks.

( He hath shown me wondrous treasures which he hath promised to give me. And his.

Lesson vij

H

ERE is a strange martyrdom! She is not yet capable of offending, and yet she is mature in victory. It is hard for her to fight, but she easily gains the crown; she achieves the mastery of strength while she bears the limitation of age. Never did bride hasten as eagerly to her wedding as this virgin with quick and eager step went forth to the place of torture. Everyone was weeping; she alone wept not. Many marvelled that she so readily gave the fulness of her life, which she had not yet used, as though it were already spent. All were amazed that she now bore witness for God, while for her own rights she was not yet of age. 
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( His body and mine are already joined together, and his blood is red on my cheeks: * his Mother is a Virgin, and his Father knoweth not a woman.

( I am betrothed to him whom the Angels serve, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. His Mother.

Lesson viij 
W

HAT threats did the murderer use to frighten her, what inducements to persuade her, what protestations in the hope of effecting her marriage with him!  But she  said, It is an insult to my Bridegroom to expect me to consent. He who chose me first me first shall receive me. What are you waiting for, executioner? Let my body die, which can be loved by eyes which I do not want. She stood there, and prayed, and bowed her neck. You could see the murderer tremble as though he were the one condemned, you could see the executioner's hand quivering, you could see the faces of the onlookers turn pale in fear of her peril, while she herself was fearless. You have therefore a double martyrdom in one victim, that of purity and that of faith. She both remained a virgin, and achieved martyrdom. 

( Full of grace are thy lips, *  because God hath blessed thee for ever.

( In thy grace, and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Because God.. Glory be. Because God. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

At the Canticles, Antiphon. The Lord hath sent *  his Angel to deliver me from the midst of the fire, and I am not burned. Canticle Obaudite me with the  rest.
( God hath chosen her and preferred her.

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

Lessons from the Homily  on the Gospel The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, as in the Common of Virgins. 

( ix  I am betrothed to him whom the Angels serve, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. * I keep my troth to him alone, and commit myself to him with all devotion.

( My right hand and my neck hath he clasped with precious stones, and put priceless pearls in mine ears. I keep. 

( x O Father Almighty, who alone art to be worshipped, feared, and adored, I bless thee, * because through thine Only- begotten Son I have escaped the threats of wicked men, and with unstained foot have passed over the mire of the devil. 

( I confess thee with my lips, with my heart ,and I altogether desire thee. Because thou.  
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( xj In thy grace and in thy beauty, * Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

Full of grace are thy lips, because God hath blessed thee for ever. Go forth.
( xij This is a wise virgin, * Who, when the Bridegroom came, took oil in her vessel, and with lighted lamp went in with him to the marriage.

( This is a wise vvirgin, and one of the number of the prudent. Who when. Glory be. Who when.
AT LAUDS, and through the hours 

Antiphon 1.  When Agnes came into the place of shame, she found the Angel of the Lord  already prepared. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit, with the rest. 

Antiphon 2.  For I have with me * an Angel of the Lord, the Guardian of my body.  
Antiphon 3.    With his ring * hath my Lord Jesus Christ betrothed me, and as his bride hath  he crowned me.   
Antiphon 4. I bless thee * O Father of my Lord Jesus Christ: for by thy Son the fire is quenched round about thine handmaid. 

Antiphon 5. Rejoice with me * and be exceeding glad, because among all these  I have taken  a  throne of glory. 

Chapter                                                                                           Ecclus. 51: 1, 2 

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour: I do give praise unto thy name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction.

Short (. In thy grace Hymn Jesu, Corona Virginum E. H.192, ( Full of grace, as in the Common. 
Antiphon on Benedictus. Lo, that which I desired, * now I  see;  that for which I hoped, I now possess;  I am united in heaven unto him, whom on earth I loved with a perfect devotion. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost choose the weak things of the world to confound those things that are strong: mercifully grant, that we who keep the feast of blessed Agnes thy Virgin and Martyr, may feel the succour of her intercession in thy sight. Through.

AT TERCE

Antiphon. For I have with me. 

Chapter I will thank thee 

( In thy grace and in thy beauty,  (  Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

AT SEXT

Antiphon. With his ring. 
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Chapter                                                                                                  Ecclus 51, 3 

T

HOU hast delivered me, according to the multitude of thy mercies and greatness of thy name, from the teeth of them that were ready to devour me, and out of the hands of such as sought after my life, and from the manifold afflictions which I had. 

Short (, as in the Common, p. cxxj
( God shall help her  with his countenance. 

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed.  

AT NONE

Antiphon. Rejoice with me. 

Chapter                                                                                            Ecclus 51: 6, 8 

M

Y soul shall praise the Lord even unto death: for thou deliverest such as wait for thee, and savest them out of the hands of the enemies, O Lord our God. 

(God hath choseh her, and preferred her.  

(He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

IN SECOND VESPERS

Antiphon When Agnes, with the rest from Lauds. Psalms  110 Dixit Dominus, 113 Beatus vir, 122 Laudate pueri, 127 Nisi Dominus , as in the Common. 

Chapter I will thank thee, Short (, & Hymn as in first Vespers. 

( Full of grace are thy lips. ( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

Antiphon on Magnificat. While the blessed Agnes was standing * in the midst of the flames, she stretched out her hands, and prayed unto God: Almighty Lord, worthy of all adoration, fear, and worship: I bless thy holy Name, and I glorify thee for ever  and ever. 

 Then commemoration of the following Feast.

Antiphon. Theirs is and ( Be glad and ( And be joyful, as in the Common of many martyrs.

__________________________________________________________________

On the Same Day

ON THE FEAST OF S. MEINRAD, MARTYR

DOUBLE

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God; that we, who devoutly celebrate the birthday of blessed Meimrad thy Martyr, may by his intereession be stablished in the love of thy name. Through.
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In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurrent Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

M

EINRAD, descended from a noble German family, in his first years under his kinsman & teacher Erlebaldus, a man of very great sanctity, in the Monastery of greater Augia made such progress, both in virtue and in letters, that in his twenty- fifth year he was promoted to the dignity of the Diaconate, then of the Priesthood,  and not long after, with the same teacher  and counsellor, now become Abbot after Hatto, he embraced the instution of the Order and gave himself totally to the monastic discipline.  Being now a monk, burning with desire for Divine service and perfection, under the yoke of obedience he led a heavenly life on earth , exerting himself in strenuous fasts, vigils and prayers.

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and   kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.

Lesson vj
B

UT the Saint was not content with this common discipline of the Monks, even though more severe, and went into the desert, so that he could more freely make room for God alone, and living there for seven years he led a life that was hard, but pleasant and gentle with meditations. To avoid the crowd of true men who  came to him  because of the fame of his sanctity, he sought another place for himself, and found a plain between the mountains, uncultivated  and difficult of access, where he he built himself a little house; and what was left of his lifetime he spent in poverty and harshness of life, devoted to Divine contemplations. And armed with the guard of this piety  he easily eluded the severe attacks of demons; of which he was sometimes surrounded by such a multitude, that they suppressed the light of the sun itself; but soon, obtaining help with heavenly prayers, he so frustrated their attempts, that they never again dares to attack him.
( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not. 

Lesson vij

A

ND when he had spent twenty-six years in the holy desert, certain wicked men, moved by the devil, made a plot to kill him, concerning which the holy 
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man received  heavenly warning, and prepared himself in as holy a manner as possible, and feeding on the banquet of the sacred Eucharist, defended with the shield of faith,  and armed with the most ardent prayers towards God, he bravely offered his head  to his enemies; which they also, approaching him, most atrociously bruised, and, in the year of salvation eight hundred and thirty, and the sixth of the Pontiff Nicolas I,  sacrificed a victim to God; who was indeed shown to be most acceptable by the unexpected miracle of the kindling of innumerable candles around his head,  filling the place where he lay with the sweetest fragrance. 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him 

the water of wisdom to drink. *  And set.

Lesson viij

T

ERRIFIED by these wonders, the authors of  the slaughter ran away as fast as they could; but they did not escape punishment. For they paid the due penalty of  their robbery by being burnt alive by fire, having been betrayed by the cries of 

the pursuing ravens whom the martyr had fed. Later the body of the holy Martyr was taken to the Monastery  in which he had professed the manastic life, and in the same place buried in an honourable tomb. Some years later a noble Monastery was erected in the place of the martyrdom which is venerable even today in all the world for the memory of the martyr and especially a Chapel Divinely consecrated to the Virgin Mother of God besides for graces and frequent miracles of the same Virgin. 

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, If any man will come after me, from the Common of one Martyr, in the 2nd place..

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-Second of January

SS. Vincent and Anastasius, Martyrs

Semidouble
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COLLECT

A

SSIST, O Lord, our supplications: that we, who acknowledge the guilt of our sins, may be delivered by the intercession of thy blessed Martyrs Vincent and Anastasius. Through. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

V

INCENT, born at Huesca in Spain, was an earnest student even as a child. He learned sacred studies from Valerius, Bishop of Saragossa, and even took over his share of preaching the Gospel, since the Bishop could not fulfil his preaching office because of an impediment of speech.  For this reason being reported to Dacian, appointed prefect of the province by Diocletian and Maximianus, Vincent was arrested at Saragossa and brought bound by Dacian to Valencia. 

( Thy Saints, O Lord,have passed a wonderful way, serving thy commandments, 

that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment.

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out, and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson vj

T

HERE he was tortured with blows and the rack, before many witnesses, and when he could be deterred from his belief neither by any force of torments nor by harsh or soft words, he was placed on a gridiron, burning coals were put 

under him, his flesh torn with iron nails, and burned with glowing plates, again he was taken into the prison to a bed of earthenware fragments, that his naked body, overwhelmed with sleep, might be tormented by the points of the earthenware. 

( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. * That they.

Lesson vij 

B

UT while he was confined in the gloomy prison, an exceedingly bright light arose and illuminated all the cell, which light affected all who were present with the greatest admiration, and the matter was reported by the prison guard to Dacian; who brought him out and put him on a soft bed, and, being unable to draw him to his opinion by torments, tried to seduce him by delights. But the unconquered spirit of Vincent, fortified by the faith and hope of Jesus Christ, conquered all: and overcoming the cruelty of fire, iron and torments, he ascended conqueror to the heavenly crown of Martyrdom, on the 22nd of January. His 
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body, thrown out unburied, was defended wonderfully from birds and a wolf by a raven with its talons, beak, and wings. When he learned of this, Dacian commanded it to be sunk in the deep sea; but even from there it was divinely cast up on the shore, and buried by the Christians.

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints.

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace

Lesson viij 

A

NASTASIUS, a Persian monk, made a pilgrimage to the holy places of Jesusalem in the reign of Emperor Heraclius. At Caesarea in Palestine he steadfastly endured imprmsonment and scourging for the Faith of Christ. Soon after he was afflicted with many tortures by the Persians for the same cause and beheaded together with seventy other Christians by King Chosroes. His relics were first brought to Jerusalem to the monastery in which he had professed the monastic life, then taken to Rome, and placed in the monastery at Aquae Salviae. 

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water 

and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, When ye shall hear of wars, from the Common of many Martyrs. 

In second Vespers, commemoration of S. Emerentiana, as below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-third of January

S. Emerentiana,Virgin and Martyr

Antiphon, ( and ( from the Common of Virgins,  also the Collect We beseech thee, for a Virgin and Martyr, in the 2nd place. 

At Matins

Lesson iij 

E

MERENTIANA, a Virgin of Rome, a foster-sister of blessed Agnes, while still a catechumen, vehemently accused the worshippers of idols who were
1470

raging against the Christians, and was attacked with stones by the enraged multitude. Praying in her torments at the tomb of blessed Agnes, being baptised in her own blood, which she shed bravely for Christ, she gave up her soul to God. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-fourth of January

On the Feast of Saint Timothy, Bishop and Martyr

Semidouble
COLLECT
A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed N. thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

T

IMOTHY was born in Lystra of Lyconia, of a Gentile father and a Jewish mother, and embraced the Christian faith when the Apostle Paul came to that place. Paul was stirred by the widespread fame of Timothy's holiness, and took him to be his companion on his journeys: he circumcised him, because the Jews who were coming over to the Christian faith knew that Timothy's father was a Gentile. When they both came to Ephesus, he was consecrated Bishop by the 

Apostle to govern the Church there. 

( The Lord made him honorable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait, * And gave him perpetual glory.

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave. 

Lesson vj 

T

HE Apostle wrote two epistles to him: these so strengthened him in the charge of his pastoral duty that he would not suffer sacrifice, due to the One True God alone, to be offered to idols; he attempted to turn the people of Ephesus from this impiety, when they were sacrificing to Diana on her feast day. He was stoned by them, and when nearly dead he was rescued by the Christians, and carried away to a neighbouring mountain, where he fell asleep in the Lord on the 24th of January. 

( O Lord,thou hast given him his heart's desire. * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.
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Lesson vij

Homily of S.Augustine, Bishop.                                      Sermon 44 on the Saints.

T

HE day comes round again for our celebration of the triumph of the blessed Martyr Timothy; and the Church, while rejoicing in his glory, urges us to follow in his footsteps; if we share in his sufferings, we shall also share in his glory. In his glorious contest there are two points that are especially worthy of note: namely, the callous brutality of his tormentors, and the unconquerable patience of the Martyr. The brutality of his tormentors, that we may abhor it; the patience of the Martyr, that we may imitate it. Hear the Psalmist crying out against his persecutors: Fret not thyself because of the ungodly, for they shall soon be cut down like the grass. 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory, * and set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. And set.

Lesson viij
B

UT that patience should be shown towards the ungodly, hear the Apostle urging: Patience is necessary for you, that ye may obtain the promises. So the patience of the blessed Martyr is crowned, the evil malice is delivered up to eternal cruel tormentors. The glorious athlete of Christ, having this in mind in his conflict, did not abhor the prison. In imitation of his Head he bore the reproaches, endured the mockings, feared not the scourges; and however many torments he sustained for Christ before his death, so many sacrifices of himself he offered to him. 

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily of Pope S. Gregory on the Gospel, If any man come to me, from the Common of one Martyr out of Eastertide. Vespers of the following. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF JANUARY

CONVERSION OF S. PAUL, APOSTLE

 DOUBLE
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