FEASTS OF JANUARY
________________________________________________________________________

The Eleventh of January

S. Hyginus, Pope and Martyr

Commemoration is made within the Octave of the Epiphany.

At Vespers, Antiphon  This Saint, ( Thou hast crowned,  Collect Almighty God, p. xxix-xxx. At Lauds, Antiphon He that hateth ( The righteous, p. xxxviij.
__________________________________________________________________

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

[THE SEVENTH OF AUGUST]

(THE SUNDAY BETWEEN THE  CIRCUMCISION AND THE EPIPHANY)

THE FEAST OF THE MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS 

AT FIRST VESPERS

Antiphon 1.                                                                                              Tone viij, 1
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     Whosoever * shall call upon the Name of the Lord shall be saved.  Psalms of Sunday, p. 202 ff., and in the last place Ps.116, 10-16 Credidi, p. xiv. 

Antiphon 2.                                                                                          Tone vij, 2
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      Holy and reverend * is his Name: the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
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      wisdom.    E      u      o      u      a       e.

Antiphon 3.                                                                                          Tone j, 1
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    Yet will I * rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in God my Jesus. E   u   o   u   a    e.
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Antiphon 4.                                                                                           Tone iv, 1
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     From the rising of the sun * even unto the going down of the same, the Lord's 
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      Name be praised.    E   u    o   u  a   e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                            Tone ij
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     I will offer * the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the Name of the 
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     Lord.     E   u    o    u    a      e.

Chapter                                                                                               I Phil. 2: 8-10 

B

RETHREN: Christ humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a Name which is above every name; that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow. 

Hymn. E.H. 238                      Jesu, dulcis memoria                                   Mode j.

(or the melody below at Lauds; and vice versa.)
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   Jesu! the very thought is sweet!               2 No word is sung more sweet than this: 

   In that dear name all heart-joys meet;         No name is heard more full of bliss:

   But sweeter than the honey far                    No thought brings sweeter comfort nigh, 

   The glimpses of his presence are.               Than Jesus, Son of God most high. 
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3 Jesu! the hope of souls forlorn!                4 Jesu, thou sweetness, pure and blest,

   How good to them for sin that mourn         Truth's Fountain, Light of souls distrest,

   To them that seek thee, O how kind!           SurpassIng all that heart requires,

   But what art thou to them that find?            Exceeding all that soul desires !

5 No tongue of mortal can express

                                                No letters write its blessedness: 

                                                Alone who hath thee in his heart 

                                                Knows, love of Jesus! what thou art.

The following conclusion, as also the conclusion of the hymn at Matins and Lauds, is never changed.

     6 Be thou our joy, and thou our guard,

                                               Who art to be our great reward: 

                                               Our glory and our boast in thee

                                               For ever and for ever be. 
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                                                             A  -   men 

( Blessed be the Name of the Lord, alleluia. 

( From this time forth for evermore, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                         Tone j, 3
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    For he that is mighty * hath magnified me, and holy is his Name, al-le-   lu-ia. 
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    Canticle Magnificat, p. 209.
COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst appoint thine only-begotten Son to be the Saviour of mankind, and didst command that he should be called Jesus: mercifully grant; that as we venerate his holy Name on earth, so we may rejoice to behold him in heaven. Through the same. 

Then commemoration is made of the second Sunday after Epiphany. 

AT MATINS 
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Invitatory. The wonderful Name of Jesus, which is above every name, * O come, let us worship. 

Hymn.                                 Jesu Rex admirabilis
  O Jesu, King of wondrous might,        3 Jesu, thou sweetness pure and blest,

   O Victor, glorious from the fight,           Life's fountain, Light of souls distress'd, 

   Sweetness that may not be expressed,    Surpassing all the heart requires, 

   And altogether loveliest:                         Exceeding all the soul desires: 

2 When once thou visitest the heart,       4 Jesu, let all acknowledge thee,
   Then earthly vanities depart;                  Entreat thy love more ardently

   Eternal truth begins to shine,                  In seeking thee with longing yearn, 

   The spirit glows with love divine.         And by their search with fervour burn

5 Our lips, good Jesu, bless thy Name;

                                             O may our lives thyself proclaim: 

                                             And may we love thee and adore 

                                             With all our hearts for evermore.      Amen. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. O Lord our Governor, * how excellent is thy in all the world. Psalms of the three Nocturns as in Common of Feasts of blessed Mary the Virgin, cxxxj. But the first Psalm 8 Domine Dominus noster begins from the second half-verse: Thou that hast set. 

Antiphon. At the Name of Jesus * every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth. Ps.19 Caeli enarrant 

Antiphon. Praise the Lord, * call upon his Name, make mention that his Name is exalted. Ps. 24 Domini est terra 

( For thy Name's sake, O Lord, be merciful unto my sin. ( For it is great. 

From the Acts of the Apostles

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 3, 1-16

N

OW Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive some- thing of them. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. And he leaping up stood, and walked and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. 
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( Behold, thou shalt conceive and bring forth a Son, and shalt call his Name Jesus: * For he shall save his people from their sins. 

( His Name was called Jesus, which was so named by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. For he. 

Lesson ij

A

ND all the people saw him walking and praising God: and they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man to walk? The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; and killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses. And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. 

( Blessed art thou, O Lord my God, and thine holy and glorious Name is blessed and honourable for ever, for in wrath thou wilt remember mercy. *And in the time of tribulation thou forgivest the sins of them that call upon thee. 

( And blessed be the Name of his Majesty for ever, which only doeth wondrous things. And in the. 

Lesson iij                                                                                            Ch. 4. 5-12 

A

ND it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers and elders, and scribes, and Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye done this? Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole; be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given 
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among men, whereby we must be saved.

( I will praise thy name continually, * And will sing praise with thanksgiving. 

( I will be glad and rejoice in thee: yea, my songs will I make of thy Name, O most Highest. And will. Glory be. And will.
IN THE SECON D NOCTURN

Antiphon. I will remember * thy Name from one generation unto another. Ps.45 Eructavit 

Antiphon. O praise * the Lord with me: let us magnify his Name together. Ps. 46 Deus noster refugium 

Antiphon. All nations * whom thou hast made shall come and worship thee, O Lord, and shall glorify thy Name. Ps. 87 Fundamenta eius 

( Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy Name.  

( O deliver us, and be merciful unto our sins for thy Name's sake.

**Sermon of S.John Chrysostom.

Lesson iv 

A

LL whatsoever you do in word or in deed, do all in the Name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. If we do this, there will indeed be nothing of evil, nothing impure, in our invoking of the Sacred Name. If you eat, if you drink, should you marry, if you set out on a journey, do all in the Name of Jesus; that is, calling upon him to help you. And having in all that you do invoked him, then apply yourself to the thing in hand. Should you wish to speak concerning any business, do this beforehand. For this reason do we also place the name of the Lord at the head of all our epistles. Wherever there is the Lord's name, everything will be well. For if the names of the consuls are affixed to documents, to insure that they are authentic, how much more the name of Jesus. 

( They that know thy Name will put their trust in thee: * For thou, O Lord, hast never failed them that seek thee. 

( O Lord, arise, help us and deliver us for thy Name's sake.  For thou. 

Lesson v

H

E who does this has God for his helper: without whom he can do nothing. And the Lord, accepting the honour of being called upon, returns the honour by making possible what we strive to do. Invoke the Son, give thanks to the __________________________________________________________________

** sermons in the II and III Nocturn to replace those of Bernard of Clairvaux.  
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Father. For invoking the Son, we invoke the Father; and giving thanks to the  Father, we give thanks also to the Son. Let us learn these things, but not restricting ourselves merely to the words, but fulfilling them in our deeds. Nothing is so great as this Name, that in every place is wondrous. Thy name is oil poured out. He who speaks it is filled with its fragrance. And no man can say that Jesus Christ is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

( They shall give thanks unto thy Name, * Which is great, wonderful, and holy. 

( Some put their trust in chariots, and some in horses, but we will remember the Name of the Lord our God. Which is. 

Lesson vj 

A

CCORDING to Thy Name, so also is Thy praise. By this Name was the whole world changed, tyranny laid low, the devil trodden under foot, the heavens thrown open. What do I say: the heavens? We by this Name are born again. If this has happened to us, we are already glorified! This name makes both Martyrs and Confessors; let us hold fast to it, as to a great gift, that we may live in glory, and that we may be pleasing to God, and be held worthy of the good things that are promised to those who love Him in grace and generosity of heart, through Jesus Christ Our Lord, to whom be honour and glory, now and for ever, Amen. 

( O Lord, let all them that put their trust in thee rejoice: they shall ever be giving of thanks, because thou defendest them: * They that love thy Name shall be joyful in thee. 

( They shall walk in the light of thy countenance, O Lord, and their delight shall be daily in thy Name. They that. Glory be. They that. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. Sing unto the Lord, * and praise his Name, be telling of his salvation from day to day. Ps. 96 Cantate Domino 

Antiphon. O God, * according to thy Name, so is thy praise unto the world's end. Thy right hand is full of righteousness. Ps. 97 Dominus regnavit 

Antiphon. O sing unto God, * and sing praises unto his Name: magnify him that rideth upon the heavens, and praise him in his Name. Ps. 98 Cantate Domino
( Ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength. 

( Give the Lord the honour due unto his Name. 

**The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson vij                                                                                                         Ch. 2

W

HEN eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called Jesus. And the rest. 
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Homily by S. Bede the Venerable, Priest                    Homily on the Circumcision  

T

HAT he might commend to us by example the virtue of obedience, and also that those who were subject to the Law, yet were unable to sustain its burdens, might be helped by his suffeing with them. Also, that he who came in the likeness of sinful flesh, might not despise the remedy whereby sinful flesh was wont to be cleansed. In the Old Law circumcision achieved the same relief of salutary healing against the wound of original sin as Baptism now achieves in this time of revealed grace, except that they, in the former time, could not yet enter the gates of the heavenly kingdom, but after death, solaced in blessed repose in the bosom of Abraham, they awaited in serene hope.their entry to eternal peace. 

( I shall find trouble and heaviness. * And I shall call upon the Name of the Lord. 

( The Name of the Lord is a strong tower: I trusted in him, and am helped. And I. 

Blessing May the divine 

Lesson ix

I

N his resurrection is prefigured our own twofold resurrection, of the body,  and of the spirit. For Christ circumcised teaches our nature, that now through the resurrection we are to be cleansed from the blemish of sin, and that on the last day we shall be delivered from the pestilence of death. And as the Lord rose from the dead on the eighth day, that is after the seventh, which is the sabbath, so also shall we, after the six ages of this world, and after the seventh of the sabbath of our souls, which is in the meanwhile passed in another life, shall rise again as it were on the eighth day. 

( I will hope in thy Name, O Lord, * For thy Saints like it well. 

( That we may give thanks unto thy holy Name, and make our boast of thy praise. For thy. Glory be. For thy.

Lesson ix 

A

ND this that in the same day of his circumcision he received his name, he did also in imitation of the former observance. For Abraham, who first received the sacrament of circumcision, merited in the day of his circumcision to be blessed in the enlargement of his name. The elect, in their spiritual circumcision, rejoice to stand forth as sharers of that Holy Name, so that as they are called Christians from Christ, so from the Saviour thcy arc called the Saved, which name was given them by God, not only before they were in the womb of the Church, but before all ages. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

AT LAUDS
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Antiphon 1.                                                                                              Tone j, 2
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     Thy Name is as ointment * poured forth,   therefore do the virgins love thee. 
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Ps. 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest, p. 29 

Antiphon 2.                                                                                              Tone viij, 1

[image: image15.png]AT REHEL RS




        Know ye that the Lord * he is God: his Name is ever-lasti-ng.  E u  o u  a   e.

Antiphon 3.                                                                                         Tone vj
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       My soul thirsteth * for thy holy Name, O   Lord.   E   u   o    u     a   e.

Antiphon 4.                                                                                           Tone iij, 1
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      Blessed is the Name * of thy glory, and holy, and worthy to be praised, and 
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     magnified for ev -      er.     E   u  o   u   a   e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                             Tone viij, 1

[image: image19.png]



    Young  men and maidens, * old men and children, praise the Name of the Lord,  
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     for his Name only is excel-lent.     E   u   o    u     a      e.
Chapter                                                                                                  Phil.2: 8-10 

B

RETHREN: Christ humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a Name which is above every name; that at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow. 

Hymn.                                                                                                            Mode j

(The melody of E.H. 238 above at Vespers and Matins, or the following:)
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Jesu decus angelicum
  Jesu, the beauty Angels see,                 3 O Jesu, most desired and dear, 
  The ear's ecstatic minstrelsy,                     The hope of longing spirits here, 
  The nectar of the heavenly home,              To thee my earnest tears shall turn,
  The lips' delicious honeycomb:                  For thee my inmost heart shall yearn. 

2 For they who taste thee hunger sore,      4 Be with us, Lord; our mental gloom
  And they who drink thee thirst the more,   With all thy holy light illume: 
  Desiring naught below, above,                    Disperse the oppressive shades of ill, 
  Save Jesus, whom their spirits love.           Creation with thy sweetness fill. 

5 Jesu, the Virgin Mother's Flower,

                                         Thou love alone of sweetest power,

                                         All honour to thy Name divine, 

                                         The realm of endless bliss be thine.   Amen. 

( Our help standeth in the Nane of the Lord.

( Who hath made heaven and earth.

On Benedictus, Antiphon. 
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     He gave himself * that he might deliver his people, and get him a perpetual 
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     Name, al-le- luia. Canticle Benedictus, p. 39.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst appoint thine only-begotten Son to be the Saviour of mankind, and didst command that he should  be called Jesus: mercifully grant: that as we venerate his holy Name on earth, so we may rejoice to behold him in heaven. Through the same. 

At the Hours the Psalms of Sunday, but at Prime as on Feasts.

AT TERCE

Antiphon. Know ye that the Lord.

Chapter Brethren: Christ, as above at Lauds. 

Short ( 
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Blessed be the Name                   of the Lord, *   Al-le- lu-ia,   al-le-   lu-ia. 

Blessed. 

( From this time forth for             evermore     . Al-le- lu-ia,   al-le-   lu-ia.
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 Glory be to      the Father,     and  to    the Son,        and to the Holy Ghost

 Blessed. 
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             ( Ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength, allelu-  ia.

             ( Give the Lord the honour due unto his Name, allelu-ia. 
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AT SEXT

Antiphon. My soul thirsteth. 

Chapter                                                                                             Phil. 2: 10, 11 

A

T the Name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Short ( Ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength, * Alleluia, alleluia. Ascribe.  (  Give the Lord the honour due unto his Name. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be. Ascribe. 

( O praise the Lord with me, alleluia. 

( And let us magnify his Name together, alleluia. 

AT NONE

Antiphon. Young men and maidens. 

Chapter                                                                                               Col. 3: 17

W

HATSOEVER ye do in word or deed, do all in the Name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks unto God and the Father by him. 

Short ( O praise the Lord with me, * Alleluia, alleluia. O praise. 

( And let us magnify his Name together. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be. O praise. 

( Our help standeth in the Name of the Lord, alleluia.

( Who hath made heaven and earth, alleluia. 

AT II VESPERS

(When this Feast is celebrated on the 5th of January, Vespers are said of the Feast of the Epiphany following, with commemoration of the preceding). 

All as in I Vespers, 1357, except 

( Blessed be the Name of the Lord, alleluia. 

( From this time forth for evermore, alleluia. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                           Tone j, 1
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   Thou shalt call * his Name Jesus, for he shall save       his people from their sins, 
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      al- le-    lu-ia. Canticle Magnificat, p. 209.
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The Fourteenth of January

On the Feast of S. Hilary, Bishop and Confessor

Semidouble

Antiphon as in the Common, p. 

O thou Priest and Bishop, * thou worker of mighty works, thou good shepherd of the people, pray unto the Lord for us. 

( The Lord loved him and adorned him. 

( He clothed him with a robe of glory. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who gavest blessed Hilary to thy people as a minister of eternal salvation: grant,we beseech thee, that we may be worthy to have him as our intercessor in heaven, whom we had as our teacher here upon earth. Through. 

Commemoration of S. Felix, Priest and Martyr. 

Antiphon as in the Common, p. 

This is a Martyr who strove for his master's precepts, even unto death: and feared not the words of evil men,f orasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God: that the examples of thy Saints may urge ue to a better life; that we may imitate the deed. of them whose festivals we celebrate. Through. 

At Matins in the Hymn Iste Confessor, the 3rd line is changed. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurring Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

H

ILARY was born in Aquitaine of noble parents,and excelled in learning and eloquence.He lived at first the life of a monk within marriage, then because of hie singular virtues was elected Bishop of Poitiers; he won great praise from his flock for fulfilling this office so admirably. In this time, when the Emperor Constantius was vexing the Catholics with threats, despoiling of goods, exile and all cruelty, if they did not go over to the Arian party, Hilary, opposing himself like the firmest wall to the Arians, drew their fury upon himself. And so having been attacked with many snares, at length by the guile of Saturninus, Bishop of Arles, he was banished to Phrygia by the Synod of Bourges: where he both revived a dead man, and wrote twelve books on the Trinity against the Arians.

  I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 
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 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.

Lesson v 

F

OUR years later a Council was summoned to Se1eucia, a city of Isauria, and Hilary was compelled to be present: and from there he went to Constantinople, where he noticed the extreme danger to the faith,and having published three pamphlets, demanded audience with the Emperor, that he might dispute publicly on the faith with his adversaries. But since the Arian Bishops Ursacius and Valens, whom Hilary had confuted in writing, were afraid to face his learning in person, they persuaded Constantius in the guise of an honour to return him to his See. Then, as Jerome says, the Church of Gaul embraced Hilary returning from battle with the heretics: and Martin followed him to his See, who was afterwards Bishop of Tours, and so profited by his teaching, as his sanctity afterwards declared. 

 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand. 

Lesson vj 

Henceforth he administered the Church of Poiiers in great tranquillity: and led all of Gaul to condemn the Arian impiety. He wrote many books of wonderful erudition, all of which, S. Jerome testifies to Laeta, may be read without any suspicion of error, in these words: running through the books of Hilary with unstumbling foot. He passed to heaven on the 13th of January, in the year of our Lord three hundred and sixty-nine. 

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he. Glory be. May he.

Note, that if the Feast of S. Hilary happen to be transferred to another day not having a proper Lesson of any simple Saint, then the three Lessons of the third Nocturn are made out of the two, as follows: the seventh Lesson ends with the words, it is one thing made out of two. The eighth Lesson must begin,This thing, therefore, and end, unto life everlasting. And the ninth Lesson begins thus: The mature of salt, with the rest to the end; for which reason the sign § is put in the 
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two aforesaid Lessons for dividing the Lessons. But if not, then as follows. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                        Ch. 5 

J

ESUS said unto his disciples: Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? And the rest. 

Homily by S.Hilary, Bishop.                                               Comm. on Matt., Ch. 5 

Y

E are the salt of the earth. But if the salt have lost his savour, that which is salted with it will be good for nothing. There is, I think, no such thing as salt of the earth. Why then are the apostles called the salt of the earth? We must seek out the true meaning of the phrase, and this will be shown both by the office of the apostles,and by the very nature of salt. Salt contains in itse1f together the elements of fire and water; thus it is one made out of two. § This thing therefore being made for the service of man in various ways, preserves corpses sprinkled with it from corruption, and is useful for every kind of savoury relish. Now, the Apostles are the preachers of heavenly things, as it were, the sowers of eternity; since they confer immortality on all such bodies as have been sprinkled with their word.

 The Lord loved him and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. *And at the gates of paradise he crowned him.

 The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him.   And at.
Lesson viij 

T

RULY then they are called the salt of the earth, since by virtue of their doctrine, after the manner of salt, they preserve men's bodies unto life evernasting. § The nature of salt is ever the same, and can never be changed. Man, on the contrary, is subject to change, and he alone is blessed that shall persevere to the end in all the works of God; therefore he admonishes them, whom he calls the salt of the earth, that they ever preserve the virtue of that power he gave them, lest, losing their strength, they may have no power to season anything. And then, having lost that quality of savour once given, and no longer able to restore what is corrupted, they shall be cast out of the storehouses of the Church, together with those whom they should have salted; and they who pass by shall trample them under foot.

In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth. * And the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding.

He shall find joy and a crown of gladness.  And the.  Glory be.  And the.

For S.Felix, Priest and Martyr. 
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Lesson ix 

F

ELIX, a priest of Nola, as he was attacking the idols vehemently, was variously vexed by the unbelievers and put in prison.Thence he was let out at night by an angel, and commanded to look for Maximianus, Bishop of Nola, who, being weakened by old age, despairing of being able to bear the torments of the persecutors, had hidden in a wood. When Felix arrived there, being led by God, he 

saw the holy Bishop lying on the ground, almost dead: he revived him, laid him on his shoulders, and took him to a faithful widow for convalescence. But as he again accused the worshippers of idols of impiety, and was attacked, he fled and hid in the narrow space between two walls.The entrance suddenly appeared covered in spiders' webs, and nobody suspected a recent hiding-place. So escaping from there he hid for three months in the house of a devout woman. But when peaee had returned to the Church of God, he returned to Nola, and having converted many to the faith of Christ there by the example of his life and the precepts of his doctrine, and by his miracles, and having constantly refused the Bishoprick of that city, he fell asleep in the Lord, and was buried near Nola in a place which was called in Pincis.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

In Lauds commemoration is made of S. Felix, Martyr.

Antiphon. He that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

Collect Grant, we beseeeh thee, as above at Vespers. 

Vespers of the following, commemoration of the preceding and of S. Maurus, Abbot. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTEENTH OF JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S.PAUL THE FIRST HERMIT.

DOUBLE.
All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop, except what follows. 

In the Hymn Iste Confessor is to be said 

Gaining his guerdon, On this day receiveth

                                Honour and praises.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Paul, thy Confessor: mercifully grant; that, as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may follow the example of his life. Through.

For commemoration of S. Hilary, 

Antiphon as in the Common, p. lxxxvij. 
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The Lord loved him and adorned him; he clothed him with a robe of glory, and at the gates of Paradise he crowned him.

( The Lord chose him for a priest unto himself.

( To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. 

Collect O God, who gavest as above in  I Vespers.

Then for commemoration of S. Maurus, Abbot. Antiphon. 

Well done, good and faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths. 

( And shewed him the kingdom of God. 

COLLECT

O

 LORD, we beseech thee let the intercession of the blessed Abbot Maurus commend us unto thee; that those things which for our own merits we cannot ask, we may obtain through his advocacy.Through. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurring Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson iv 

P

AUL, the founder and master of hermits, was born in the Lower Thebaid, and at the age of fifteen was orphaned of his parents. Later, to avoid the persecution of Dexius and Valerian, and to serve God more freely, he withdrew to a cave in the desert: where, a palm tree affording him food and raiment, he lived to the age of a hundred and thirteen, at which time, by Divine prompting, he was visited by the ninety-year-old Anthony. While they, who had not known each other before, adressing each other by name, conversed much concerning the kingdom of God, a raven, which previously had always brought Paul a half loaf of bread, now brought a whole one.

 The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. *  And gave him perpetual glory. 

 The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave.

Lesson v. 

A

FTER the raven had departed, Paul said, Ah, the Lord is truly gracious and merciful, and hath sent us our meal. For sixty years now I have received every day half a loaf, and now at thy coming Christ hath doubled the supply to his soldiers. So giving thanks they took the food to the spring, where meanwhile they refreshed themselves, again giving thanks as usual to God, and spent the night in 

1441

Divine praises. At dawn Paul advised Anthony of his approaching death, and asked him to fetch the cloak that he had received from Athanasius , to wrap his body in. He, returning from that journey, saw the soul of Paul ascending into heaven  accompanied by choirs of Angels and an assembly of Prophets and Apostles.

 The Lord loved him  and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. *And at the gates of paradise he crowned him 

The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at.

Lesson vj 

A

ND when he came to his cell, he found his lifeless body, kneeling, with head erect, and hands extended towards heaven, which he covered with the cloak, and sang hymnss and psalms according to christian tradition. He had nothing to dig with, but two lions came running from the midst of the desert to the body of the blessed old man: in order, one might have thought, to eat the lamented; but eagerly digging the earth with their paws, they made a grave easily large enough for a man. And when they had departed, Anthony laid the holy body in that plaee, and piling earth on it, made a mound in the christian manner: but the tunic which Paul had plaited for himself out of palm leaves, he took away with him, and wore that garment on the solemn days of Easter and Pentecost, so long as he lived.

  This man did  according unto all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

 This is he which hated his life In this world, and is come unto life eternal.  For thee. Glory be. For thee.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                       Ch. 11 

A

T that time: Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven ant earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. And the rest. 

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop.                        Sermon 10 on Words of the Lord

C

OME unto me, all ye that labour. And why do we labour, if it be not because we are mortal men, frail and weak, bearing earthen vessels that distress one another for straitness? Yet, when the vessel of the flesh is straitened, let the open expanse of charity spread abroad. Why then does he say, Come unto me, all ye that labour, unless it means that you shall not labour? It is indeed clear that such is his promise; for since he calls those who labour, they will perchance ask, to what 
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reward they are called. And I will give you rest, he says. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; not how to make the world, not to create all things visible and invisible, not how to work wonders in this world and raise the dead; but: that I am meek and lowly in heart.

 This is he which wrought great wonders before God, and praised the Lord with all his heart. *  May he pray for all people that their sins may be forgiven.

 Behold a man without blame, a worshipper of God in truth, keeping himself from every evil deed and abiding still in his innocency.  May he. 
Lesson viij 

D

O you desire to be great? Begin first by being the least. Do you think to raise a mighty building of great height? Think first of the lowness of the foundation. And however great a mass of building anyone may wish and design to erect, the higher he intends to raise it, the deeper he digs his foundation. And as the structure is built up, it rises heavenward: but he that digs the foundation, must dig very low. The building therefore must be low before it is high, and the roof is erected only after a lowly beginning.

 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning m your hands.  * And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding. 

 Watch, therefore, for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. And ye. Glory be. And ye.

For S. Maurus, Abbot. 

M

AURUS, a noble Roman, was brought under the discipline of Saint Benedict by his father Eutychius, ani made such progress in divine grace in a short time, that he was the admiration of his own master who often pointed him out as an example, for imitation by the other disciples, of observance of the rule and of virtue. His wonderful example of obedience while still an adolescent is mentioned by Pope Gregory. For when the monk Placidus fell in the lake, and was carried out by the water, Maurus, at the command of the holy Father, ran up, and walking over the waters, seized his colleague by the hair and brougnt him to land. He was sent to Gaul by the same Saint Benedict, and founded a famous monastery, and presiding over it for forty years, wonderfully promoted the monastic discipline. Finally, famous for sanctity and miracles, he passed into heaven at the age of seventy in the year of grace five hundred and sixty-five.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24.
But if this feast happens to be transferred, the ninth Lesson will be the following. 
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Lesson ix. 

W

HAT is the roof of the building we are raising? How high will its peak reach? I answer you at once: Even to the very sight of God. You see how high, how great a thing it is to behold God. He who desires it, will understand both what I say and what he hears. The sight of God is promised to us, very God, God most High. This indeed is good, to see Him who sees. For they who worship false gods can easily see them; but they see idols, who have eyes and see not. But to us is promised the vision of the living and seeing God.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

In Lauds for commemoration of S. Maurus, Abbot. 

Antiphon. I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock. 

( The Lort loved him and adorned him. 

( He clothed him with a robe of glory. 

Collect O Lord, we beseech thee, as above at Vespers. 

In second Vespers commemoration is made of the following.

__________________________________________________________________ 

The Sixteenth of January

On the Feast of S. Marcellus, Pope and Martyr

Semidouble
Antiphon. This is a Martyr * who strove for his Master's precepts, even unto death: and feared not the words of evil men, forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory anf honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.

COLLECT

O

 LORD,we beseech thee favourably to hear the prayers of thy people: that, as we do rejoice in the passion of blessed Marcellus thy Martyr and Bishop, so we may be succoured by his prayers. Through. 

Lessons of the first Nocturn from the occurring Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

M

ARCELLUS, a Roman, held the Pontificate from the reign of Constantius and Galerius to that of Maxentius. It was by his counsel that the Roman matron Lucina made the Church of God the heir of her property. He instituted twenty-five titular Churches in the City, as also certain dioceses, both for the baptism and penitence of those of the unbelievers who were accepting the 
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Christian religion, and for the burial of the Martyrs. For this reason Maxentius was greatly angered and threatened severe punishments unless Marcellus gave up his pontifical office and offered sacrifice to the idols.

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and   kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.

Lesson v. 

W

HEN he ignored the insane voices of man, he sent him into a menagerie to take care of the beasts which were kept at public expense. There Marcellus spent nine months, praying and fasting earnestly, and visiting by his letters the parishes that he could not visit in person. From there he was rescued by some of his clerics and was given refuge by blessed Lucina, in whose house he dedicated a Church, which today is called by the title of Saint Marcellus: in which both the Christians prayed, and blessed Marcellus himself preached.

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.
Lesson vj

L

EARNING of this, Maxentius ordered the wild beasts to be brought from the menagerie into the Church and to be guarded by Marcellus. Sickened by the foul atmosphere and worn out by many hardships, he fell asleep in the Lord. His body was buried by blessed Lucina in the cemetery of Priscilla on the Salarian Way, on the sixteenth day of January. He presided for five years, one month, and twenty-five days. He wrote an Epistle to the Bishops of the Province of Antioch on the primacy of the Roman Church, which he pointed out was to be called the head of Churches. In it he also wrote that no Council should be held except by the authority of the Roman Pontiff: He ordained in the month of December in Rome twenty-five priests, two Deacons, and twenty-one Bishops for various places. _.The Lord clothet hi.. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
Homily on the Gospel If any man come to me, from the Common of One Martyr. 

( viij. O Lord, thou hast prevented him. 

Vespers of the following, with commemoration of the preceding. 
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THE SEVENTEENTH OF JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S. ANTHONY, ABBOT .

DOUBLE

COLLECT

O

 LORD, we beseech thee, let the intercession of the blessed Abbot Anthony commend us unto thee: that those things which for our own merits we cannot ask, we may through his advocacy obtain. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Marcellus. 

Antiphon. 

Whosoever will come after me, * let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

Collect O Lord, we beseech thee, as above at I Vespers. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurring Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

A

NTHONY, an Egyptian, born of noble christian parents, of whom he was orphaned as an adolescent, on entering the Chureh heard from the Gospel: If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor: and he thought that he should obey the Lord Christ as if these words were addressed to himself. And so, selling his family goods, he distributed all the money to the poor. Freed from these impediments, he set out to observe a heavenly manner of life on earth. But as he entered that perilous contest, in order to guard the faith with which he was armed, he thought he should use the support of the rest of the virtues; and so ardent was his desire for them, that whenever he saw anyone excelling in any virtue, he strove to imitate him.

 The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. *  And gave him perpetual glory. 

 The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave.

Lesson v 

N

OTHING therefore could exceed his continence and vigilance. He exceeded all in patience, gentleness, mercy, humility,l abour and study of the divine Scriptures. He so abbhorred the society and conversation of heretics and schismatics, especially the Arians, that he sail one should not even go near them. 
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When compelled by necessity to sleep, he lay on the grass. He fasted to such an extent, that he took nothing but bread and salt, and water for his thirst, and did not eat or drink before sunset. Often he abstained from food for two days: very often he spent the whole night in prayer. Since Anthony had become so great a soldier of God, the enemy of the human race attacked the holy youth with various temptations, which he overcame by fasting and prayer. Nor indeed did victory leave Anthony often free of Satan, and he knew the devil's innumerable vexatious arts.

 The Lord loved him  and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. *And at the gates of paradise he crowned him 

The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at.

Lesson vj 

A

ND so he retired to the vast Egyptian desert, where, progressing every day in christian perfection, he so despised the demons (whose attacks became all the fiercer, as Anthony became stronger in resisting) as to prove their impotence: and often, urging his disciples to strive against the devil, and teaching them what weapons he defeated them with, he would say: Believe me, brethren; Satan fears the vigils, prayers, fasts, voluntary poverty, mercy, and humility of the devout, but most of all a burning love for the Lord Christ, and only at the sign of his most holy Cross he flees powerless. He was such a terror to the demons that many throughout Egypt who were vexed by them, were freed by invoking the name of Anthony: and so great was the fame of his sanctity that Constantine the Great and his sons commended themselves to his prayers by letters. At length, in his hundred and fifth year, having innumerable imitators of his way, having collected monks and instructed them in a perfect rule of christian life, and being famous for sanctity and miracles, he passed into heaven on the seventeenth of January.

 This man did  according unto all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

 This is he which hated his life In this world, and is come unto life eternal.  For thee. Glory be. For thee.

In the third Nocturn Homily on the Gospel Let your loins, from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop. 

Vespers of the following, with commemorations as assigned below. 
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THE EIGHTEENTH OF JANUARY
THE CHAIR OF S. PETER AT ROME IN WHICH HE FIRST SAT

GREATER DOUBLE

AT VESPERS.

Antiphon Behold a great priest, with the rest from Lauds. 

Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113 from Sunday, and finally 117 Laudate Dominum, omnes gentes as in the Common of Apostles, p. j.

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus. 44

B

EHOLD a great priest who in his days pleased God and was found righteous: and in the time of wrath he was made a reconciliation. 

Hymn                                                                                                          Mode iv
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Quodcumque in orbe
O Peter, whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth,

                              It also shall be bound above the starry sky, 

                              And here whatever the entrusted power doth loose, 

                              It shall be loosed in heav'n's supremest court on high: 

                              To judgment shalt thou come, when the world's end is nigh.

                           2 Praise to the Father be through all eternity,

                              And equal praise to thee, o co-eternal Son,

                              And Holy Spirit; one co-equal Trinity, 

                              To whom all majesty, and power, and might belong; 

                              So sing we now, and such be our eternal song.          Amen.

( Thou art Peter. ( And upon this rock I will built my Church. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                       Tone j, 1
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    Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, * O chief of the Apostles: unto thee were 
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    given the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  Canticle  Magnificat, p. 209.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst bestow upon thy blessed Apostle Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and didst appoint unto him the high priesthood of binding and loosing: vouchsafe; that by the help of his intercession we may be delivered from. the bonds of our iniquities: Who livest and reignest.

Commemoration is made of S. Paul before all other commemorations, even of double Feasts, or of a Sunday. Which is observed also in commemoration of S. Peter, when it is made on Feasts of S.Paul.

Antiphon. 
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    O holy Apostle Paul, * thou preacher of the truth and Doctor of the Gentiles, 
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     intercede for us unto God, who hath chosen thee. 

( Thou art a chosen vessel, holy Apostle Paul. 

( A preacher of the truth throughout all the world. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who by the preaching of the blessed Apostle Paul didst teach the multitute of the Gentiles: grant to us, we beseech thee; that we who celebrate his commemoration may know him to be our advocate with thee.

Then commemoration is made of S. Anthony. Antiphon, as on p. cix. 

The world, and all things earthly, * this man despised, triumphant: he laid up treasures in heaven by word and deed.

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths. 

( And shewed him the kingdom of God. 

Collect O Lord, we beseech thee, as above at I Vespers. 

Finally commemoration is made of S. Prisca, Virgin and Martyr. 

Antiphon, as on p. cxxj. 
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Come, thou Bride of Christ, * receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee for ever. 

( In thy grace and in thy beauty. 

( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who celebrate the heavenly birthday of blessed Prisca, thy Virgin and Martyr; may both rejoice in her yearly solemnity, and profit by the example of so great a faith. Through. 

AT MATINS.

Invitatory.-  Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, O chief of the Apostles: * Unto thee the Lord gave the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

Hymn Quocumque in orbe, as above in I Vespers.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Antiphon. Blessed is the man, with the other Antiphons, Psalms, and Versicles from the Common of a Confessor Bishop. 

Here beginneth the first Epistle of blessed Peter the Apostle. 

Lesson j                                                                                                         Ch. l 

P

ETER, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ; Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last time.

( Simon Peter, before I called thee out of the ship I knew thee, and made thee a captain over my people: * And I have given unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And I. 

Lesson ij 

W

HEREIN ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: whom 
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having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

( If thou lovest me, Simon Peter, feed my sheep. Lord, thou knowest that I love thee, * I will lay down my life for thy sake. 

( If I should die with thee, I will not deny thee. I will. 

Lesson iij

O
F which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow: unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the Gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 

( Thou art Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it: *And I will give thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And I. Glory be. And I. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Homily of Pope S. Leo. 

Lesson iv.                                         Sermon l  on the holy Apostles Peter and Paul

W

HEN the twelve Apostles, having received from the holy Spirit the power to speak all languages, undertook to fill the world with the Gospel, dividing the parts of the earth amongst them, the most blessed Peter, chief of the Apostolic order, was destined for the citadel of the Roman empire; that the light of truth, which was revealed for the salvation of all nations, might pour forth more effectively from the capital itself into all the world. Of what nation were not men in that City then? Or what nations anywhere were unaware of what Rome had learnt? 

( Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, the Prince of the Apostles, and unto thee hath God given all the kingdoms of the world: * And therefore unto thee were given the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And therefore. 
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Lesson v

H

ERE the opinions of philosophy were to be despised, here the vanities of earthly wisdom were to be dissolved, here the cults of demons to be overthrown, here the impiety of all sacrileges to be destroyed, where with the most fervent superstition was held collected whatever of vain errors had been invented anywhere. To this city therefore, o most blessed Apostle Peter, thou dost not fear to come, and with the Apostle Paul as companion of thy glory, until now occupied in ordering other Churches, thou emterest upon that forest of raging beasts and ocean of most turbulent depths with more constancy than when thou didst walk upon the sea.

( Peter, I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; * and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

( Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And when. 

Lesson vj

A

LREADY thou hadst instructed the peoples who had believed out of the circumcision: already thou hadst founded the Church of Antioch, where first the dignity of the Christian name arose: already thou hadst filled Pontus, Galatia, Cappaiocia, Asia and Bithynia with the laws of the Gospel preaching: and not doubtful of the advance of thy work, nor unaware of the span of thy life, thou didst carry the trophy of the Cross of Christ into the Roman citadel; to which thy divinely preordained honour of power and glory of passion preceded thee.

( Peter, lovest thou me? Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. * Feed my sheep. 

( Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. Feed my. Glory be. Feed my. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                      Ch. 16

A

T that time: when Jesus caae into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And the rest. 

Homily by S. Hilary, Bishop.                                        Comm. on Matthew, Ch. 16 

T

HE Lord asks his disciples, who men say that he is, and adds, the son of man. For the reason of this confession must be held to be, so that we should remember that as he is Son of God, so also he is son of man; for being one without the other would give no hope of salvation. And so when various differing opinions of men had appeared concerning him, he asked what they themselves thought of him. Peter answered, thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. But
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perhaps Peter was pondering the terms of the proposition. For the Lord had said: Whom do men say that I am, the son of man? And certainly he put son of man, the contemplation of the body, first. But by adding, whom do they say that I am, he signified besides what was seen in him, something else to be sensed: for he was the son of man. What judgment of opinion about him did he desire then? Let us not think it was that which he confessed of himself: but what he was asking about was hidden, and the faith of those who believed in him had to reach out for it. 

( Jesus asked his disciples, saying: Whom do men say that I the son of man am? Peter answered and said,Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God. * And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church. 

( Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say. 

If this feast is to be transferred, before Lent, to another day not having a proper Lesson of any Simple Saint, then from the eighth Lesson are made two: the eighth is to end Christ of God; and the ninth is to begin O blessed foundation, at the sign §. 

Lesson viij 

A

ND clearly Peter's confession obtained a worthy reward; for he had seen the Son of God in man. Blessed is he, who was praised for having gazed and seen beyond the human, not what he beheld of flesh and blood, but by revelation of the Father in heaven contemplating the Son of God, he was judged worthy, who was the first to acknowledge what was in Christ of God. § O blessed foundation of the Church in naming of a new name, and Rock worthy of its building, which was to dissolve the laws below, and the gates of hell, and all the bonds of death. O blessed doorkeeper of heaven, to whose will are handed the keys of eternal entry, whose earthly judgment shall prove to have been judged by authority in heaven! So that whatever on earth is bound or loosed, receives the same decision also in heaven.

( The Lord chose thee for a priest unto himself, * to offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. 

( Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the Most High. To offer. Glory be. To offer. 

For S.Prisca virgin and martyr. 
Lesson ix. 

P

RISCA, a noble Roman virgin, being thirteen years old, was accused to the Emperor Claudius of christian faith, and by his command taken to the temple 
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of Apollo to sacrifice to the idols. When she refused, she was beaten and put in prison: and since she persevered in the constancy of her faith, she was taken from there, beaten, covered in boiling oil, and again shut in prison. After three days she was brought out into the amphitheatre and thrown to a lion; which, forgetting its wildness, lay down meekly at her feet. Then she was kept in a cell for three days without food, and hung on a rack, torn with iron claws, and thrown on a funeral pyre, from which also she miraculously escaped safe. Finally she added the crown of martyrdom to the palm of virginity, being beheaded outside the city. Her body was buried by Christians on the road to Ostia, ten miles from the City, on the 18th of January. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

AT LAUDS and through the Hours, 

Antiphons as in the Common, p. lxxx.

1. Behold a great priest, * who in his days pleased God, and was found righteous. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest. 

2. There was none * like unto him, who kept the law of the most High. 

3. The Lord, * therefore, assured him by an oath that he would bless the nations in his seed.

4. O ye priests of God, * bless ye the Lord: O ye servants of the Lord, sing a hymn unto God, alleluia. 

5. Good and faithful servant, * enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.

Chapter                                                                                                    Ecclus. 44. 

Behold a great priest, who in his days pleased God, and was found righteous. 

      Hymn                                                                                             Mode iv
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       or E.H. 226                                                                          Mode j 
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Beate pastor

Good Shepherd, Peter, unto whom the charge was given
                           To close or open ways of pilgrimage to heaven

                           In sin's hard bondage held may we have grace to know

                           The full remission thou wast granted to bestow.

                        2 Now to the glorious Trinity be duly paid 

                           Worship and honour, praise and service unafraid, 

                           Who In unchanging Unity, one Lord sublime,

                           Hath ever lived as now and to unending time.                        A-  men.

( Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people.

( And praise him in the seat of the elders. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                        Tone iv
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     Whatsoever * thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatso-
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     ever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven: saith the Lord un-to
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      Simon Peter. Canticle Benedictus, p. 39.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst bestow upon thy blessed Apostle Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and didst appoint unto him the high priesthood of binding and loosing: vouchsafe; that by the help of his intercession we may be delivered from the bonds of our iniquities. Who livest and reignest. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Paul. Antiphon as above, p. 1449.

O holy Apostle Paul, * thou preacher of the truth and Doctor of the Gentiles, intercede for us to God, who hath chosen thee.

( Thou art a chosen vessel, holy Apostle Paul. 

( A preacher of the truth throughout all the world. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who by the preaching of the blessed Apostle Paul didst teach the multitude of the Gentiles: grant to us, we beseech thee; that we who celebrate his commemoration may know him to be our advocate with thee. 

Then of Saint Prisca, Antiphon as in the Common, p. cxxviij.
The kingdom of heaven * is likened unto a merchantman seeking goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.

( Full of grace are thy lips. 

( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

COLLECT.
G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who celebrate the heavenly birthday of blessed Prisca, thy Virgin and Martyr; may both rejoice in her yearly solemnity, and profit by the example of so great a faith. Through.

AT TERCE
Antiphon There was none. 

Chapter Behold a great priest, as above. 

Short ( as in the Common, p. lxxxiij.
The Lord loved him * And adorned him. The Lord. 

( He clothed him with a robe of glory. And adorned. Glory be. The Lord. 

( The Lord chose him for a priest unto himself. 
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( To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. 

AT SEXT

Antiphon The Lord. 

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus. 44

I

N glory was there none like unto him, who kept the law of the Most High: therefore the Lord assured him by an oath that he would bless the nations in his seed. 

Short ( The Lord chose him * For a priest unto himself. The Lord.

( To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. For a priest. Glory be. The Lord. 

( Thou art a priest for ever.   ( After the order of Melchisedech. 

AT NONE.

Antiphon Good and faithful servant. 

Chapter                                                                                                      Ecclus. 45 

H

E consecrated him to execute the office of the priesthood, to bless the people in his Name, and to offer sacrifices to the Lord, incense, and a sweet savour. 

Short ( Thou art a priest * For ever. Thou art.

( After the order of Melchisedech. For ever Glory be. Thou art. 

( The Lori gui~ed the righteous in right paths. 

( And shewed him the kingdom of God. 

AT VESPERS

Antiphon Behold a great priest, with the rest from Lauds, as above. 

Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113 of Sunday and 132, Memento, Domine, from the Common of a Confessor Bishop. 

Chapter and Hymn as above in I Vespers. 

( The Lord chose thee for a priest unto himself. 

( To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.
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         While he was High Priest, * he feared not earthly things, but went gloriously 
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         into the heavenly kingdom. Canticle Magnificat, p. 209.
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Collect O God, who didst bestow, as above, p. 1456. 

And commemoration is made of S.Paul, as above in Lauds. 

Then of the following, as below. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Nineteenth of January

On the Feast of SS .Marius, Martha, Audifax, and Abaohum,  Martyrs.

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, * who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.

( Be glad,O ye righteous,and rejoice in the Lord. 

( And be j qyful, all ye that are true of heart.

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear thy people, O Lord,who call upon thee with the advocacy of thy Saints: and grant us both to rejoice in peace in this temporal life; and to find succour unto life everlasting. Through. 

Lesson iij 

M

ARIUS, a Persian, born in a noble station, with Martha his wife of like nobility and their two sons Audifax and Abachum, came to Rome in the reign of Claudius to venerate the tombs of the martyrs. There they cared for the Christians in prison, and supported them with their goods and deeds, and buried the bodies of the Saints. For this reason they were all arrested, and since they could be induced neither by the threats nor by the fear of the ungodly to sacrifice to the gods, they were first crippled with clubs, then dragged with ropes, then burned by touching with glowing blades, and torn with iron claws. Finally their hands were cut off and tied round their necks, and they were led through the middle of the City, by the Via Cornelia thirteen miles out of the City, to the place callei Nymphe, and killed: but first Martha,who had firmly exhorted her husband and sons to bear torments constantly for the faith of Jesus Christ, and then the other were beheaded in the same sandpit, and their bodies thrown on a fire. Felicity, a noble Roman matron, collected them half-burned and had them buried on her estate.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTIETH OF JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF SS. FABIAN AND SEBASTIAN, MARTYRS

DOUBLE

All from the Common of Many Martyrs except the following. 
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COLLECT. 

A

LMIGHTY God, mercifully look upon our infirmities: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our sins, the glorious intercession of thy blessed Martyrs Fabian and Sebastian may be our succour and defence. Through. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurring Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

F

ABIAN, a Roman, ruled the Church from the reign of Maximus to that of Decius. He divided the city into seven regions,with seven Deacons, who had charge of the poor. He created a like number of Subdeacons, who were to collect the Acts of the Martyrs recorded by seven writers. He also decreed that every year on Maundy Thursday, the chrism should be renewed and the old burned. At length, on the 20th of January, in the persecution of Decius, he was crowned with martyrdom and buried in the cemetery of Callistus on the Appian Way, having presided for fifteen years and four days. He held five ordinations in the month of December, in which he made twenty-two Presbyters, seven Deacons, and eleven Bishops in various places. 

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment. 

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out, and the streams flowed withal. Dry land.

Lesson v. 

S

EBASTIAN, whose father was from Narbo and his mother from Milan, was dear to Diocletian for his nobility of birth and his courage. As leader of the first cohort, he helped the Christians, whose faith he secretly practised, with goods and deeds, and those who seemed to be in dread of the violence of tortures, he so steengthened by exhortation, that many offered themselves to the tormentors of their own accord for the sake of Jesus Christ. Among these were Marcus and Marcellinus, brothers, who were under guard in Rome in the house of Nicostratus: whose wife Zoe restored by prayer the voice that Sebastian had lost. When this became known to Diocletian, he summoned Sebastian: and vehemently scolding him, tried by all artifices to turn him from the faith of Christ. But when he gained nothing either by promises or by threats, he ordered him to be tied to a post and shot to death with arrows.

( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the
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name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. That they. 

Lesson vj 

W

HEN all thought him dead, Irene, a holy woman, ordered him to be taken away at night for burial: but finding him alive she cared for him at her house. And so a little later, having recovered his health, he went before Diocletian and boldly rebuked him for his wickedness. At his appearance the latter was stupified at first, as he believed him dead, then becoming inflamed at the surprise and at Sebastian's bitter reproaches, he commanded him to be scourged with rods until he yielded up his soul to God. His body was thrown in the sewer, but Lucina was advised by Sebastian in a dream, where he was, and where he wanted to be buried, and she put him in a tomb in the Catacombs, where a famous Church by the name of Saint Sebastian was built.

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering; and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints. 

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace. Glory be. For grace. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Jesus came down with them, from the Common of Many Martyrs, in the 2nd place.

In second Vespers, from the Chapter it is of S. Agnes. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-FIRST OF  JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S. AGNES, VIRGIN AND MARTYR

 DOUBLE

If this Feast is transferred to another day, or for some cause I Vespers happens to be said entire, then are said the Antiphons of Lauds below. 

Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113 of Sunday and finally 144. 

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus. 51

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour. I do give praise unto thy name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction. 

Hymn E.H. 192 from the Common of Virgins, and ( In thy comeliness, from the same Common. 

At Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                        Tone viij, 1 
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     Blessed Agnes * prayed with outstretched hands in the midst of the flames: I 
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   pray to thee, the almighty adorable Father, worthy of fear and worship, since 
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    through thy holy Son I have escaped the threats of the blaspheming tyrant, and 
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  have passed by an immaculate way through the filthiness of the flesh: and be-
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   hold, I come unto thee,  whom I have loved, whom I have sought, whom I have 
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     always hoped for. Canticle Magnificat, p. 210.

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost choose the weak things of the world to confound those things that are strong: mercifully grant, that we who keep the feast of blessed Agnes thy Virgin and Martyr, may feel the succour of her intercession in thy sight. Through. 

For commemoration of SS. Fabian and Sebastian,

Antiphon The souls of the Saints, p. xlviij. ( Let the Saints. 

Collect Almighty God, as above. 

At Matins, Invitatory.-  The Lord, the King of the Virgins, O come, let us worship. Psalm 95. 

Hymn. E.H. 191 from the Common.
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IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. Depart from me, O food of death, for I am now prevented by another lover. Psalms in the j. and ij. Nocturn from the Common of one Martyr; Psalm 1.  

Antiphon. My right hand and my neck hath he encircled with precious stones, and hath given priceless pearls to my ears. Psalm 2. 

Antiphon. He hath put a sign on my face, that I may admit no lover but him. Psalm 3 

(In thy comeliness and in thy beauty. ( Go forth, ride prosperously,and reign.  

In the first Nocturn, Lessons I will thank thee, from the Common of Virgins in the ij. place. 

( j. Let us celebrate the feast day of the most holy virgin, let us call to mind how blessed Agnes suffered: in the thirteenth year of her age she lost death and found life: * for she loved the author of life alone.

( Infancy in years was ascribed to her indeed, but she was exceeding old in mind. For she.

( ij. My right hand and my neck hath he encircled with precious stones, and hath given priceless pearls to my ears: * and hath surrounded me with bright and sparkling jewels.

( He hath put a sign on my face, that I may admit no lover but him.  And hath. 

( iij. I love Christ, I shall enter into his chamber, whose mother is a virgin, whose father knoweth no woman, who singeth to me with sweet voice: * Whom when I love, I am chaste: when I touch, I am pure: when I receive him, I am a virgin.

( He hath betrothed me with the ring of his faithfulness, and adorned me with priceless jewels. Whom when. Glory be to the Father. Whom when. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN.

Antiphon.The Lord hath clothed me in a robe of wrought gold, and adorned me with priceless jewels. Psalm 4. 

Antiphon. Honey and milk have I received from his mouth, and his blood hath adorned my cheeks. Psalm 5. 

Antiphon. To him alone I keep faith, to him I commit myself with all devotion. Psalm 8. 

( God shall help her with his countenance.

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed.

From the book of S. Ambrose, Bishop, on virgins. 

Lesson iv                                                                                                        Book 1

T

ODAY is the birthday of a virgin, let us follow her innocence. It is the birthday of a martyr, let us offer sacrifices. It is the birthday of Saint Agnes, 
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let men admire, let children not despair, let the married be amazed, let the unmarried imitate. But what can we say worthy of her, whose very name is not without praise? Devotion beyond her years, virtue above nature: so that it seems to me that she had not a human name, but an oracle of a martyr, which showed what was to come. The name of the virgin is a title of modesty. Long is the praise that is received and is not sought. None is more worthy of praise than one who can be praised by all. There are as many tributes as men, who praise one Martyr so long as they speak. 

( The Lord hath clothed me with a garment of salvation, and hath girded me with a robe of gladness, and as a price he hath set a crown upon my head.

( He hath given priceless pearls to my ears, and hath surrounded me with bright and sparkling jewels. And as. 

Lesson v

S

HE is said to have become a martyr at thirteen years. How much more detestable the cruelty, that spared not even the tender age: and yet how great the strength of faith, that even from this age found a testimony. In that small body was there room for a wound? And she who had not enough space to receive a sword, was enough to conquer the sword. She stands fearless in the cruel hands of her torturers, erect under the heavy weight of clanking chains, and now she readily offers her body to the sword of the fierce soldier; as yet she knows nothing of death, but she is ready for it, or if she is carried to the altar against her will, she is ready to stretch out her hands to Christ in the midst of the fire and make the sign of the Lord's victory on that sacriligious altar: now they would fasten her neck and hands in iron fetters, but no fetter can clamp such tiny members. Here is a strange martyrdom! She is not yet capable of offending, and yet she is mature in victory. It is hard for her to fight, but she easily gains the crown; she achieves the mastery of strength while she bears the limitation of age.

( Milk and honey have I received from his mouth, * And his blood is red on my cheeks.

( He hath shown me wondrous treasures which he hath promised to give me. And his.

Lesson vj 

N

EVER did bride hasten as eagerly to her wedding as this virgin with quick and eager step went forth to the place of torture. Everyone was weeping; she alone wept not. Many marvelled that she so readily gave the fulness of her life, which she had not yet used, as though it were already spent. All were amazed that she now bore witness for God, while for her own rights she was not yet of age. 

1463

What threats did the murderer use to frighten her, what inducements to persuade her, what protestations in the hope of effecting her marriage with him: But she  said, It is an insult to my Bridegroom to expect me to consent. He who chose me first me first shall receive me. What are you waiting for, executioner? Let my body die, which can be loved by eyes which I do not want. She stood there, and prayed, and bowed her neck. You could see the murderer tremble as though he were the one condemned, you could see the executioner's hand quivering, you could see the faces of the onlookers turn pale in fear of her peril, while she herself 

was fearless. You have therefore a double martyrdom in one victim, that of purity and that of faith. She both remained a virgin, and achieved martyrdom. 

( His body and mine are already joined together, and his blood is red on my cheeks: * his Mother is a Virgin, and his Father knoweth not a woman.

( I am betrothed to him whom the Angels serve, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. His Mother. Glory be. His Mother. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. I am betrothed * to him alone, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. Psalm 15 Domine quis 

Antiphon. Christ hath crowned me * with flowers and with sparkling jewels. Psalm 45 Eructavit 

Antiphon. I am betrothed * to him whom the Angels serve, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. Psalm 46 Deus noster 

( God hath chosen her and preferred her.

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

Lessons from the Homily of Pope S. Gregory on the Gospel The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, as in the Common of Virgins. 

( vij I am betrothed to him whom the Angels serve, at whose beauty the sun and the moon do wonder. * I keep my troth to him alone, and commit myself to him with all devotion.

( My right hand and my neck hath he clasped with precious stones, and put priceless pearls in mine ears. I keep. 

( viij O Father Almighty, who alone art to be worshipped, feared, and adored, I bless thee, * because through thine Only- begotten Son I have escaped the threats of wicked men, and with unstained foot have passed over the mire of the devil. 

( I confess thee with my lips, with my heart ,and I altogether desire thee. Because thou. Glory be. Because thou. 
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AT LAUDS

and through the hours 

Antiphon 1.                                                                                              Tone vij, 1
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       When Agnes came into the place of shame, she found the Angel of the Lord
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     already prepared. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit, with the rest of Sunday Psalms. 

Antiphon 2.                                                                                               Tone vij, 1
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     For I have with me * an Angel of the Lord, the Guardian of my body. Euouae. 

Antiphon 3.                                                                                              Tone vij, 1
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       With his ring * hath my Lord Jesus Christ betrothed me, and as his bride hath 
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      he crowned me.   E    u   o   u   a     e.

Antiphon 4.                                                                                             Tone viij, 1
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       I bless thee * O Father of my Lord Jesus Christ: for by thy Son the fire is 
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     quenched round about thine handmaid.    E    u       o     u    a      e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                          Tone viij, 1
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    Rejoice with me * and be exceeding glad, because among all these  I have taken 
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         a  throne of glory.     E    u      o     u    a     e.

Chapter                                                                                           Ecclus. 51: 1, 2 

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour: I do give praise unto thy name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction.

Hymn Jesu, Corona Virginum E. H.192, as in the Common. 

( Full of grace are thy lips. ( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

Antiphon on Benedictus.                                                                              Tone j, 1 

[image: image55.png]



     Lo, that which I desired, * now I  see;  that for which I hoped, I now possess; 
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     I am united in heaven unto him, whom on earth I loved with a perfect devotion. 
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      Canticle Benedictus. p. 37.          Collect as above at Vespers. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. For I have with me, p. 1465. 

Chapter I will thank thee 

Short (, as in the Common, p. cxxx.

 In thy grace, * and in thy beauty. In thy grace.

( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.  And in. Glory be. In thy grace. 

( God shall help her with his countenance.

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed.

AT SEXT

Antiphon. With his ring, p. 1465. 
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Chapter                                                                                                  Ecclus 51, 3 

T

HOU hast delivered me, according to the multitude of thy mercies and greatness of thy name, from the teeth of them that were ready to devour me, and out of the hands of such as sought after my life, and from the manifold afflictions which I had. 

Short (, as in the Common, p. cxxj
God shall help her * with his countenance. God shall. 

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. With his. Glory be. God shall.

( God hath chosen her and preferred her.

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

AT NONE

Antiphon. Rejoice with me. 

Chapter                                                                                            Ecclus 51: 6, 8 

M

Y soul shall praise the Lord even unto death: for thou deliverest such as wait for thee, and savest them out of the hands of the enemies, O Lord our God. 

Short (, as in the Common, cxxj.

God hath choseh her, * and preferred her. God hath. 

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle.And preferred. Glory be.God hath.

( FulI of grace are thy lips. ( Because God hath preferred thee for ever.

AT VESPERS

Antiphons When Agnes, etc. Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113 of  Sunday, and 141 as on Saturday or in the Common. 

Chapter and Hymn as in first Vespers. 

( Full of grace are thy lips. ( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

Antiphon on Magnificat.                                                                             Tone j, 1
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 While the blessed Agnes was standing * in the midst of the flames, she stretched 
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    out her hands, and prayed unto God: Almighty Lord, worthy of all adora-tion,
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    fear, and worship: I bless thy holy Name, and I glorify thee for ever  and ever. 
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       Canticle Magnificat, p. 209.         

Collect as at first Vespers.   

Then commemoration of the following. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-Second of January

SS. Vincent and Anastasius, Martyrs

Semidouble

Antiphon. Theirs is and ( Be glad and ( And be joyful, as in the Common of many martyrs. 

COLLECT

A

SSIST, O Lord, our supplications: that we, who acknowledge the guilt of our sins, may be delivered by the intercession of thy blessed Martyrs Vincent and Anastasius. Through. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurring Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

V

INCENT, born at Huesca in Spain, was an earnest student even as a child. He learned sacred studies from Valerius, Bishop of Saragossa, and even took over his share of preaching the Gospel, since the Bishop could not fulfil his preaching office because of an impediment of speech.  For this reason being reported to Dacian, appointed prefect of the province by Diocletian and Maximianus, Vincent was arrested at Saragossa and brought bound by Dacian to Valencia. There he was tortured with blows and the rack, before many witnesses, and when he could be deterred from his belief neither by any force of torments nor by harsh or soft words, he was placed on a gridiron, burning coals were put 

under him, his flesh torn with iron nails, and burned with glowing plates, again he was taken into the prison to a bed of earthenware fragments, that his naked body, overwhelmed with sleep, might be tormented by the points of the earthenware. 

( Thy Saints, O Lord,have passed a wonderful way, serving thy commandments, 
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that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment.

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out, and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson v 

B

UT while he was confined in the gloomy prison, an exceedingly bright light arose and illuminated all the cell, which light affected all who were present with the greatest admiration, and the matter was reported by the prison guard to Dacian; who brought him out and put him on a soft bed, and, being unable to draw him to his opinion by torments, tried to seduce him by delights. But the unconquered spirit of Vincent, fortified by the faith and hope of Jesus Christ, conquered all: and overcoming the cruelty of fire, iron and torments, he ascended conqueror to the heavenly crown of Martyrdom, on the 22nd of January. His body, thrown out unburied, was defended wonderfully from birds and a wolf by a raven with its talons, beak, and wings. When he learned of this, Dacian commanded it to be sunk in the deep sea; but even from there it was divinely cast up on the shore, and buried by the Christians.

( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. * That they.

Lesson vj 

A

NASTASIUS, a Persian monk, made a pilgrimage to the holy places of Jesusalem in the reign of Emperor Heraclius. At Caesarea in Palestine he steadfastly endured imprmsonment and scourging for the Faith of Christ. Soon after he was afflicted with many tortures by the Persians for the same cause and beheaded together with seventy other Christians by King Chosroes. His relics were first brought to Jerusalem to the monastery in which he had professed the monastic life, then taken to Rome, and placed in the monastery at Aquae Salviae. 

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints.

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace. Glory be. For grace. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, When ye shall hear of wars, from the Common of many Martyrs. 

In second Vespers, commemoration of S. Emerentiana, as below. 
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The Twenty-third of January

S. Emerentiana,Virgin and Martyr

Antiphon, ( and ( from the Common of Virgins, p. cxx-cxxj, as also the Collect We beseech thee, for a Virgin and Martyr, in the 2nd place, p. cxxj. 

At Matins

Lesson iij 

E

MERENTIANA, a Virgin of Rome, a foster-sister of blessed Agnes, while still a catechumen, vehemently accused the worshippers of idols who were raging against the Christians, and was attacked with stones by the enraged multitude. Praying in her torments at the tomb of blessed Agnes, being baptised in her own blood, which she shed bravely for Christ, she gave up her soul to God. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-fourth of January

On the Feast of Saint Timothy, Bishop and Martyr

Semidouble
All from the Common of one Martyr out of Eastertide except for the following. 

COLLECT

Almighty God, look upon our infirmity, as in the Common. 

Lessons in the first Nocturn from the occurring Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

T

IMOTHY was born in Lystra of Lyconia, of a Gentile father and a Jewish mother, and embraced the Christian faith when the Apostle Paul came to that place. Paul was stirred by the widespread fame of Timothy's holiness, and took him to be his companion on his journeys: he circumcised him, because the Jews who were coming over to the Christian faith knew that Timothy's father was a Gentile. When they both came to Ephesus, he was consecrated Bishop by the Apostle to govern the Church there. 

( The Lord made him honuurable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait, * And gave him perpetual glory.

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave. 

Lesson v 

THE Apostle wrote two epistles to him: these so strengthened him in the charge of his pastoral duty that he would not suffer sacrifice, due to the One True God 
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alone, to be offered to idols; he attempted to turn the people of Ephesus from this impiety, when they were sacrificing to Diana on her feast day. He was stoned by them, and when nearly dead he was rescued by the Christians, and carried away to a neighbouring mountain, where he fell asleep in the Lord on the 24th of January. 

( O Lord,thou hast given him his heart's desire. * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set 

upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.

Lesson vj

Homily of S.Augustine, Bishop.                                      Sermon 44 on the Saints.

T

HE day comes round again for our celebration of the triumph of the blessed Martyr Timothy; and the Church, while rejoicing in his glory, urges us to follow in his footsteps; if we share in his sufferings, we shall also share in his glory. In his glorious contest there are two points that are especially worthy of note: namely, the callous brutality of his tormentors, and the unconquerable patience of the Martyr. The brutality of his tormentors ,that we may abhor it; the patience of the Martyr, that we may imitate it. Hear the Psalmist crying out against his persecutors: Fret not thyself because of the ungodly, for they shall soon be cut down like the grass. Hear the Apostle urging the shield of patience against adversaries: Ye have need of patience, that ye might receive the promise. 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory, * and set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. And set. Glory be. And set. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily of Pope S. Gregory on the Gospel, If any man come to me, from the Common of one Martyr out of Eastertide. Vespers of the following with the appointed commemorations. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF JANUARY

CONVERSION OF S. PAUL, APOSTLE

GREATER DOUBLE

At Vespers, Antiphons of Lauds. Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113, 117 as in I.Vespers of Apostles. 

Chapter                                                                                                            Acts 9 

1471

S

AUL, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues: that, if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 

Hymn. E.H. 226: 4, 6          Egregie Doctor Paule              Mode iv,  as above,  p. 1454 

                                                                                                 or Mode j, E.H. 226,  p. 1455
O
 NOBLE Teacher, Paul, we trust to learn of thee

 Both earthly converse and the flight of ecstasy;

                             Till from the fading truths that now we know in part

                             We pass to fulness of delight for mind and heart.  

                         2  Now to the glorious Trinity be duly paid 

                             Worship and honour, praise and service unafraid,

                             Who in unchanging Unity, one Lord sublime, 

                             Hath ever lived as now and to unending time.               Amen. 

( Thou art a chosen vessel, O Holy Apostle Paul.

( A preacher of truth in all the world.

On Magnificat, Antiphon                                                                      Tone vij, 3. 
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     Go, Anani-   as, * and seek Saul: for behold he prayeth : for he is a chosen ves-
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    sel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of 
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     Is-ra-  el.  Canticle Magnificat, p. 210.
COLLECT
O

 GOD, who by the preaching of blessed Paul the Apostle hast taught the whole world: grant us, we beseech thee; that we, who this day celebrate his conversion, may through his example draw nearer unto thee. Through. 

For commemoration of S. Peter. 

1472

Antiphon as above, p.  1448
Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, prince of the Apostles, to thee were given the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

( Thou art Peter. ( And upon this rock I will build my Church. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who didst bestow upon thy blessed Apostle Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and didst appoint unto him the high priesthood of binding and loosing: vouchsafe; that by the help of his intercession we may be delivered from the bonds of our iniquities: Who livest. 

Then of S. Timothy. Antiphon as in the Common, p.  xlj. 

He that will come after me, * let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree.

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Timothy thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory.- .Let us praise our God, * in the conversion of the Doctor of the Gentiles. 

Hymn.  O noble Teacher,  as above at Vespers.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. He that wrought effectually in Peter to the Apostleship, the same was mighty in me towards the Gentiles: and they perceived the grace that was given unto me of Christ the Lord. Psalms of the Common of Apostles, 19. 

Antiphon. I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded, that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day, the just judge. Ps. 34 

Antiphon. For me to live is Christ , and to die is gain: it behoveth me to glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ps. 45 

( Their sound is gone out into all the world.

( And their words unto the end of the earth. 

From the Acts of the Apostles. 

Lesson j                                                                                                       Chapter 9 

A

ND Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to 
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the synagogues, that is he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I 

am Jesus, whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

( He that wrought effectually in Peter, to the Apostleship, the same was mighty in me towards the Gentiles: * and they perceived the grace of God, that was given unto me.

( The grace of God upon me was not in vain, but his grace remaineth always in me. And. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND he trembling and astonished said, Lord,what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice ,but seeing no man. And Saul arose from the earth: and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 

( I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: * Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.

( I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded, that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Henceforth. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, behold, I am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, and hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: and here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: for I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 

( There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness: * which the Lord, the 
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righteous judge, shall give me at that day.

( I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded, that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. Which. Glory be. Which. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Thou art a chosen vessel, O holy Apostle Paul, a preacher of truth in all the world. Ps. 47. 

Antiphon. Great is Saint Paul the chosen vessel, verily worthy of glory, who also merited to possess the twelfth throne. Ps. 61.  

Antiphon. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. Ps. 64. 

( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands.

( They shall remember thy name, O Lord. 

Sermon of Saint Augustine, Bishop. 

Lesson iv                                                                            Sermon 14 on the Saints. 

T

ODAY from the Acts of the Apostles this Lesson is read, where the Apostle Paul from a persecutor of Christians was made a proclaimer of Christ. For Christ cast down the persecutor, to make him the Church's Doctor: wounding him, and healing: killing,and making him alive: the Lamb killed by wolves, and making lambs of wolves. For so it had been foretold in the famous prophecy, when the Patriarch Jacob blessed his sons (touching those present, foreseeing things future) which happened to Paul. But Paul, as he himself testifies, was of the tribe of Benjamin. But when Jacob, blessing his sons, came to bless Benjamin, he said of him: Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf. 

( Thou art a chosen vessel, o holy Apostle Paul, a preacher of truth in all the world: * Through whom all nations have come to know the grace of God.

( Intercede for us to God, who chose thee. Through whom. 

Lesson v 

W

HAT then? A ravening wolf always? Not so; but 'in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.'  This was fulfilled in the Apostle Paul, since it had been said also of him. Now, if it please you, let us hear him ravening in the morning, and dividing the spoil in the evening. Morning and evening are put, as if to say, before, and after. So, therefore, let us take it: before he is ravening, after he divides the spoil. Behold the ravener. Saul, it says, having received letters from the chief priests, went, that wherever he found Christians, he might drag them to the priests and bring them for punishment. 

( By the grace of God I am what I am: * and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain, but remaineth always in me. 
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( He that wrought effectually in Peter to the Apostleship,t he same was mighty in me towards the Gentiles. And. 

Lesson vj 

H

E went breathing and panting slaughter, that is, ravening in the morning. For also when Stephen, the first Martyr, was stoned for the name of Christ, most clearly Saul also was present, and so assisted those stoning him, as if it were not enough for him only to stone him with his own hands. For he held their garments so as to be in the hands of all those stoning him: more cruel by assisting all, than by stoning with his own hands. We have he

ard him ravening in the morning, let us see how he divides the spoils at evening. Cast down by the voice of Christ from heaven, and receiving moreover the demand to rave no more, he fell on his face, before to be cast down, after to be raised up: before to be wounded, after to be healed. 

( Saul, who is also Paul, the great preacher, * Being strengthened by God was healed, and confounded the Jews.

( Shewing that this is Christ, the Son of God. Being strengthened. Glory be. Being strengthened. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. Saul, who is also Paul, the great preacher, being strengthened by God was healed, and confounded the Jews. Ps. 75. 

Antiphon. Lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me; for which thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me, and the Lord said unto me, My grace, O Paul, is sufficient for thee. Ps. 97. 

Antiphon. There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day. Ps. 99. 

( Right honourable are thy friends unto me, O God.

( Right well is their princedom established. 

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Lesson vij                                                                                           Chapter 19, 27. 

A

T that time: Peter said unto Jesus: Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee: what shall we have therefore? and the rest. 

Homily of the Venerable Bede, Priest. 

T

HAT man is perfect, who going selleth all that he hath, and giveth to the poor and coming followeth Christ: for he shall have no lack of treasure in heaven. Therefore when Peter did well to ask, Jesus said to such :Verily I say unto you, 
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that ye which have followed me, in the regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. Those indeed who labour for his name in this life, he teaches to hope for a reward in the other: that is,in the regeneration, when, it is clear, we shall have been regenerated by rising again to immortal life, who had been born to a fleeting, mortal life. 

( Holy Apostle Paul, preacher of truth, and Doctor of the Gentiles, * Intercede for us to God, who chose thee, that we may be made worthy of the grace of God.

( Thou art a chosen vessel, O holy Apostle Paul, preacher of truth. Intercede for us. 

Lesson viij 

A

ND truly a just return, that they who here for Christ have neglected the glory of  human high estate, there glorified by Christ as judges should sit singly with him, who could be dissuaded by no reason from following his footsteps. Let no one think that because Mathias was chosen instead of the traitor Judas there will be only twelve Apostles judging then: as there are also not twelve tribes of Israel only to be judged: otherwise the tribe of Levi, which is the thirteenth, will go away unjudged. 

( In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king desired to apprehend me: * And by the brethren in a basket was I let down by the wall, * and thus escaped his hands in the name of the Lord.

( The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ knoweth that I lie not. And by. Glory be. And thus. 

Lesson ix

A

ND shall Paul, who is the thirteenth Apostle, perhaps be excluded from judging, when he himself says: Know ye not, that we are to judge angels, how much the more worldly things? For ye must know, that all, who after the example of the Apostles have forsaken all their possessions, and followed Christ, shall come as judges with him, as also every mortal race is to be judged. For since by the number twelve in the Scriptures totality is commonly meant, by the twelve seats of the Apostles is repsesented the great number of them that judge: and by the twelve tribes of Israel, the totality of them that are to be judged. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

AT LAUDS

and through the Hours,

 Antiphon 1.                                                                                             Tone viij, 1
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     I planted, * Apollos watered, but God gave the increase, alleluia. *  Psalm  93 

     etc., as on Sundays.       *  After Septuagesima: 

                                                                                       [image: image66.png]



                                                                                   -crease.
Antiphon 2.                                                                                              Tone viij, 1
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   Gladly will I glory * in mine infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
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         me.      E    u      o      u      a     e. 

Antiphon 3.                                                                                          Tone iv, 1
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    The grace of God * which was bestowed upon me was not in vain, but his grace 
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    ever abideth in me. E     u     o   u   a    e.

Antiphon 4.                                                                                           Tone viij, 1
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     In Damascus, the governor * under Aretas the king desired to apprehend me: 
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     and by the brethren in a basket was I let down by the wall,   and thus escaped
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      his hands in the name of the Lord.  E    u     o     u   a     e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                            Tone  viij, 1
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     Thrice was I beaten with rods, * once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck
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    for the name of Christ.   E    u    o    u    a       e.

Chapter Saul, as above at Vespers, 1472. 

Hymn. E.H.176 as in the Common., p. iv. 

( Thou art a chosen vessel, O holy Apostle Paul.

( A preacher of truth in all the world. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                            Tone ij
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     Ye which have followed me, * shall sit upon thrones, judging the twelve tribes
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       of Israel, saith the Lord. Canticle Benedictus, p. 37.

Collect as above at Vespers. 

And commemoration of S. Peter as above in I Vespers, p. 1473.

AT TERCE

Antiphon. Gladly will I glory. 

Chapter Saul, as above, 1472

Short ( as in the Common, p. xj.

Their sound is gone out * into all the world. Their. 

( And their words unto the end of the earth. Into all. Glory be. Into all.

( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands.

( They shall remember thy name,O Lord. 
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AT SEXT

Antiphon The grace of God. 

Chapter                                                                                                 Acts 9, 8-9 

A

ND Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 

Short ( as in the Common, p. xij.
Thou shalt make them princes * In all lands. Thou. 

( They shall remember thy name, O Lord. In all. Glory be. Thou. 

( Right honourable are thy friends unto me, O Lord. 

( Right well is their princedom established. 

AT NONE

Antiphon. Thrice was I beaten with rods. 

Chapter Acts 9,22. 

B

UT Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. 

Short ( as in the Common, p. xiij.

Right honourable are thy friends * Unto me O Lord. Right.

( Right well is their princedom established. Unto me. Glory be. Right honourable.

( They declared the works of God.  ( And made known his handiwork. 

At Vespers, Antiphons and Chapter of Lauds. Psalms 110, 113, 116 (v.10 ff.) 126, 139, from the Common. 

Hymn and ( as above at I Vespers. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                        Tone viij, 1
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   O holy Apostle Paul, * preacher of truth, and Doctor of the Gentiles, intercede 
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    for us to God, who chose thee. Canticle Magnificat, p. 211.

Commemoration of S. Peter, Thou art, as in I. Vespers, and  p. 1448. 

And of S. Polycarp, as below.  
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THE TWENTY-SIXTH OF JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT POLYCARP, BISHOP AND MARTYR

DOUBLE

All from the Common of one Martyr except the following. 

Antiphon. This.  ( Thou hast crowned. 

Collect. 

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Polycarp, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant; that as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may likewise rejoice in his protection.Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurrent Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
From the book of Saint Jerome, Priest, on Church Writers. 

Lesson iv 

P

OLYCARP, a disciple of the Apostle John, and ordained by him Bishop of Smyrna, was chief of all Asia: for he had as teachers, and saw, several of the Apostles and those who had seen the Lord. In the reign of the Emperor Antoninus 

Pius, while Anicetus was ruling the Church in the City, he came to Rome over some questions on the date of Easter: and there he led back to the faith very many of the faithful who had been deceived by the persuasion of Marcion and Valentinus. And when Marcion met him by chance, and said: Dost thou know us? he replied: I know the first-born of the devil. Afterwards, in the reign of Marcus Antmninus and Lucius Aurelius Commodus, in the fourth persecution after Nero, while the Proconsul sat at Smyrna, and all the people in the amphitheatre cried out against him, he was delivered to the flames. He wrote a very useful epistle to the Philippians, which to this day is read in the Churches of Asia. 

( The Lord,  Lesson v Princes have persecuted, Lesson vj  In truth they fight,  from the Common, in the 2nd place, with (v. O Lord, thou hast given and (vj. The Lord clothed him.  
In the iij. Nocturn Homily on the Gospel,There is nothing covered, from the Common of one Martyr in the 4th place. 

Vespers from the Chapter of the Feast of S,John Chrysostom, with commemoration of S.Polycarp. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH OF JANUARY

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM,

BISHOP, CONFESSOR, AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

DOUBLE
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All from the Common of a Confessor Bishop, p. lxxiij, except the following.  

In the hymn, E.H.188, the third line is changed. 

In both Vespers at Magnificat, Antiphon as in the Common, p. lxxv.  O most excellent Doctor, light of Holy Church, blessed John Chrysostom, lover of the divine law, pray for us to the Son of God.

COLLECT

M

ULTIPLY, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy heavenly grace: even as thou didst vouchsafe to adorn her with the glorious deeds and doctrine of blessed John Chrysostom, thy confessor and Bishop. Through. 

For commemoration of S. Polycarp, Antiphon. He that will come. ( The righteous. Collect. O God, who makest, as above. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

J

OHN of Antioch, because of the golden river of his eloquence surnamed Chrysostomos, from legal and worldly studies turned to divine letters with the greatest praise for his genius diligence. And so, being initiated into holy things, and made presbyter of the Church of Antioch, on the death of Nectarius, by the influence of the Emperor Arcadius, he was promoted against his will to the Church of Constantinople. Having taken up this pastoral task, he began to denounce vehemently the depraved morals and the  licentious living of the nobility. From this liberty he suffered great hatred by many. He gravely offended Eudoxia also, by reprehending her about the money of the widow Callitrope, and the field of another widow. 

( I have found  David my servant,  with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

( The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand. 

Lesson v. 

W

HEREFORE by the act of some Bishops in Council in Chalcedon, where he himself would not be summoned, because he said that it was not a lawful council, nor public; when Eudoxia herself chiefly worked against him, he was sent into exile: but a little afterwards, when a sedition of the people was made for want of him, he was recalled from exile with wonderful acclamation of the citizens. But since he did not desist from denouncing the dissipated morals, and forbade games to be held at the silver statue of Eudoxia in the forum of Saint Spohia, by the
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conspiracy of enemy Bishops he was again driven into exile, while all the widows and the needy mourned the expulsion of their common father. It is incredible both how many evils Chrysostom suffered in his exile and how many he converted to the faith of Jesus Christ.

 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vj. 

B

UT until he was restored by the decree of the Pope Innocent I when the Council was held in Rome, he was afflicted by the soldiers who were guarding him with amazing hardships and misfortunes on the way. And when he was being led through Armenia, Saint Basiliscus the martyr, in whose Church he had prayed before, spoke to him thus by night: brother John, tomorrow shall unite us in place. Wherefore receiving the next day the sacrament of the Eucharist, and fortifying himself with the sign of the Cross, he gave his soul to God on September 14. Upon his death a terrible hail fell on Constantinople, and in 4 days the Empress died. When his body had been honoured with distinguished pomp and a multitude of people, Theodoius, son of Arcadia had it carried to Constantinople and buried with honour on the 27th of January. Having venerated his relics also, he obtained of his relatives the favour that he was translated from there to Rome and placed in the Vatican Basilica. The number, piety, and splendour of his sermons and other writings, as also his way of interpreting, and faithful explanation of  the sense of the sacred books, all admire, and think him worthy of it, that the Apostle Paul, to whom he was wonderfully devoted, seems to have dictated many things to him as he preached and wrote. 

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he. Glory be. May he.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson vij                                                                                           Chapter 5, 13 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Ye are the salt of the earth. But if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?  and the rest.

Homily of Saint John Chrysostom.                 Homily 15 on Matthew, second part 
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N

OTICE what he said, Ye are the salt of the earth: by which he shows, how urgently he commands these things. For you must answer, he says, not only for your life, but for the whole world. For I send you not to two cities, or ten, or twenty, nor to one people, as I sent the Prophets; but to the whole land and all the sea, and the whole world, and it oppressed with sundry evils.

( The Lord loved him, and adorned him, and clothed him with a robe of honour: * and crowned him at the gates of heaven.

( The Lord clothed him which the shield of faith, and adorned him. And crowned. 

Lesson viij

F

OR by saying, ye are the salt of the earth, he shows that all human nature has been made foolish, and corrupted by the power of sins: and therefore requires those virtues of them, that are most necessary and useful for obtaining the salvation of many. For he who is gentle and modest, and merciful and just, not only shuts up these good things within himself, but also lets these clear fountains flow for the benefit of others. Therefore he who is pure in heart and peaceful, and suffers persecution for the truth, sows life no less for the common good. 

( In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth, * and the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding. 

( Joy and gladness hath he bestowed upon him. And the Lord. Glory be. And the Lord.

Lesson ix 

T

HEREFORE, he says, you are not to think that you are to be led to easy contests, nor that you are to enter upon a matter of small moment. Ye are the salt of the earth. What then? Did they themselves heal rotten things? By no means: nor can it be done, that those things which are already corrupt are repaired with the preservation of salt. So they did not do this, but things before renewed, and given to them, and already freed from that decay, they sprinkled with salt , and kept in that freshness that they had received from the Lord. For to free from the decay of sins, belongs to the power of Christ: but that they should not return to them again, is the care and labour of Apostles.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24.

In II. Vespers commemoration is made of S. Agnes, as below.

__________________________________________________________________

The 28th of January

on the second feast of S.Agnes
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AT VESPERS

Antiphon.                                                                                                    Tone j, 1
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    Standing at her right hand, * a Lamb whiter than snow, Christ consecrated his 
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   bride and martyr to himself.  Canticle Magnifiicat, p. 209.

( In thy comeliness and in thy beauty. ( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

 COLLECT
O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Agnes, thy Virgin and Martyr: grant we beseech thee: that as we venerate her in our service, so we may follow the example of her godly conversation. Through. 

At Matins, Invitatory, and Hymn E.H. 191 from the Common of Virgins. Nocturn of the current Feria, ( and two (( from the Nocturn of the Feast, in the order in which Responsories are taken from the Commons of saints in other simple feasts, as is given in the Rubric on Responsories. 

Lesson iij 

B

LESSED Agnes, as her parents watched earnestly at her tomb, appeared on a certain night accompanied by a choir of virgins, and spoke to them saying: O parents, do not mourn me as dead: for together with these virgins I live in heaven with him, whom on earth I loved with all my heart. Some years afterwards, when Constantia, daughter of the Emperor Comstantine, not yet a Christian, came to the same tomb seeking medicine for an incurable sore; falling asleep she seemed to hear this voice of Agnes: Be constant,Constantia: believe in Jesus Christ the Son of God, who shall make thee whole. Who,being healed, receiving baptism soon after together with many of the Emperor's family, there built a Church in the name of blessed Agnes. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24.
At Lauds, Antiphons Agnes entering with the rest, as on the day of the Feast, p. 1465-6.

At Benedictus, Antiphon as on the Feast, p.1466
Behold, whom I have desired, now I see: what I hoped, now I hold: I am joined with him in heaven, whom dwelling on earth I loved with all devotion. 
Likewise also at the Hours all things are said, as are given in the Feast, except the Collect, which is said as above, and after None nothing more is said of it. 
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The Thirtieth of January

On the Feast of Saint Martina,Virgin and Martyr

Semidouble

All from the Common of Virgins except the following: 

Hymn: as below at Matins, vv. l, 2 ,3, 7. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who among the manifold works of thy power hast bestowed even upon the weakness of women the victory of martyrdom: mercifully grant; that we, who celebrate the birthday of blessed Martina, thy Virgin and Martyr, may by her example be drawn nearer unto thee. Through.

AT MATINS
If I Vespers is said, vv. 1, 2, 3 of this hymn are not said here. 

Hymn               Martinæ celebri                 Mode iij
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              1    With joyous songs, great Rome, Martina's fame extol,

                     Her glowing praises tell, and all her mighty deeds;

                     A Virgin pure and chaste, she leads a stainless life,

                     And for her Lord a Martyr bleeds. 

              2     A happy home is hers,and all that makes this world 

                     So sweet and fresh, and fair, to those who love its wiles: 

                     From noblest parents sprung, ' mid wealth, and love, and joy, 

                     Her life speeds on, 'mid naught but smiles.
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                3   These pleasures soon she spurns - her wealth she gladly gives

                     To Christ's own blessed poor - herself, to God above; 

                     No other wealth she seeks save her own spotless Spouse, 

                     Forever blest in his pure love. 

___________

                4   The agonizing hooks, the rending claw, and scourge, 

                     The beasts, shook not the dauntless spirit in her breast; 

                     With torments racked, Angels her burnt and fainting flesh

                     Recruit with heavenly radiant feast. 

                5   In vain they cast her to the wild and rav' ning beasts; 

                     Calm at her feet the lion crouches meekly down: 

                     Till smitten by the sword at length Martina goes

                     To her immortal heavenly crown.

                6   Now with the Saints she reigns in everlasting bliss, 

                     And where idolatry sat long enthroned of yore, 

                     From her victorious altar praise and prayerfulness

                     With odorous incense ever soar. 

____________

                7    Deliver us from pleasures fraught with sin's alloy,

                      And fill us with thy bright and never-fading love; 

                      Show us the light divine, which forms the crowning joy, 

                      O Three in One, of bliss above.                                                Amen. 

Lessons of the first Nocturn from the occurring Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

M

ARTINA, a Roman Virgin, daughter of a consul and of an illustrious family, being orphaned of her parents while still of tender years, burning with the ardour of christian piety, with wonderful liberality distributed her riches, which were great, to the poor. Under the Emperor Alexander, when she was commanded to worship the vain gods she denounced this loathsome crime most freely. Wherefore being beaten again and again, and torn with hooks, iron claws, and pieces of pottery, and dismembered limb by limb with the sharpest swords, and covered with burning fat, at last she was condemned to the beasts in the amphitheatre: from whom escaping miraculously untouched, and being thrown onto a burning pyre, likewise she was miraculously kept safe. 
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( Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness: * And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 

( In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. And thy. 

Lesson v. 

S

EVERAL of her torturers, amazed at the new miracle, moved by the grace of God, embraced the faith of Christ and were beheaded, obtaining the glorious crown of martyrdom. At her prayers, now earthquakes arose, now fire fell from the thundering sky, and the temples of the gods collapsed and their images were burned. Meanwhile there came forth from her wounds milk with blood, and from her body a brightly shining radiance and a most sweet fragrance: and the heavenly kingdom appeared in the midst of the place with divine praises and Angels.

( Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: * Wherefore God, even thy God, hath annointed thee with the oil of gladness.

( Because of the word of truth, of meekness,and righteousness. Wherefore. 

Lesson vj 

T

HE judge, angered by these wonders, and especially by her constancy, commanded the maiden to be beheaded: which being done, a voice was heard from heaven, calling her to the realms above; and the whole city shook, and many worshippers of idols were converted to the faith of Christ.The sacred body of Martina, having suffered martyrdom under Pope Saint Urban I, was found under Urban VIII, in her very old Church, near the Mamertine prison, at the foot of the hill of the Capitol, with the bodies of the holy martyrs Concordia, Epiphanius, and their companions; and after the place had been restored and more suitably adorned, was solemnly reinterred there amid a great concourse of people and the rejoicing of the whole City. 

( The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company, and shall be brought unto the King: * With joy and gladness shall they be brought.

( In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. With joy. Glory be. With joy.

In the third Nocturn Homily on the Gospel, The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, as in the Common, p. 

AT LAUDS

Hymn                                           Tu natale solum                                    Mode iij,

                                                                                                   as above at Matins. 
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