( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij 

B

UT if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children, and will not keep my commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods, and worship them: then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and this house, which 1 have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all people. And at this house, which is high, every one that passeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss; and they shall say, Why hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and to this house? And they shall answer, Because they forsook the Lord their God, who brought forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon other gods, and have worshipped them. and served them: therefore hath the Lord brought upon them all this evil. 

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed.

Lesson iij 

A

ND it came to pass at the end of twenty years, when Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the Lord and the king's house, (now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solomon with cedar trees and fir trees, and with gold, according to all his desire,) that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. And Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given him; and they pleased him not. And he said, What cities are these which thou hast given me, my brother? And he called them the land of Cabul unto this day. And Hiram sent to the king sixscore talents of gold. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul it among lions. He will. Glory be. He will.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book by S. Augustine, Bishop, on the City of God

Lesson iv                                                                                       Bk. 17 Ch. 8 

E

VEN in Solomon there appeared some image of the future event, in that he built the temple, and had peace according to his name, (for Solomon means 

1078

his fathers: and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead. And the king of Egypt came not again any more out of his land: for the king of Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all that pertained to the king of Egypt.

( The Lord that delivered me, p.1105. 

__________________________________________________________________ 
Friday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   2 Kings 24 

J

EHOIACHIN was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And his mother's name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father had done. At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his  servants did besiege it. 

( Saul hath slain this thousands, p 1106

Lesson ij 

A

ND Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign. And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, as the Lord had said. And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land.

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, p 1106

 Lesson iij 

A

ND he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon. And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon. And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in his stead, and changed his 

name to Zedekiah. 

( Thus saith the Lord, p. 1106.

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

1115

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done.

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word. and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole.

__________________________________________________________________

Monday

From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    I Kings 10 

A

ND when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to prove him with hard questions. And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart. And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not any thing hid from the king, which he told her not.
( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant, and say unto the destroying Angel: Stay now thine hand, * That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not every living soul, 

( I have sinned and done wickedly ; but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away, from thy people. That. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had built, and the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up into the house of the Lord: there was no more spirit in her. And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom. Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard.

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij 

1080

cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets; and to all the host of heaven. 

( It came to pass, when the Lord took up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, * Elisha cried, saying, My father, my father,the chariots of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

( And as they still went on, and talked, behold a cnariot of fire, and horses of fire, parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha cried. 

Lesson iij

A

ND he brought out the grove from the house of the Lord, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the children of the people. And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the Lord, where the women wove hangings for the grove. And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba.

 ( Thus saith the Lord, p. 1103.

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    2 Kings 23 

M

OREOVER the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might perform the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the Lord. And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose there any like him. Notwithstanding the Lord turned not from the fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the provocations that Manasseh had 

provoked him withal. 
( My sins are many, p.1103. 

 Lesson ij 

A

ND the Lord said, I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and 

the house of which I said, My name shall be there. Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt went up against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates: and~king Josiah went against him; and he 

1113
that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon. And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods.

( It came to pass, when the Lord took up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, * Elisha cried, saying, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel,and the horsemen thereof. 

( And as they still went on, and talked, behold a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha cried.

Lesson iij

A

ND the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the Lord commanded. Wherefore the Lord said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it for David  thy father's sake:

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the third book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                    I Kings 11 

A

ND Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, Solomon's servant, whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king. And this was the cause that he lifted up his hand against the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the city of David his father. And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and Solomon seeing the young man that be was industrious, he made him ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph. 

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for 

1082
hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Monday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   2 Kings 22 

J

OSIAH was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath. And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left. And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan the son of .Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house of the Lord, saying, Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the silver which is brought into the house of the Lord, which the keepers of the door have gathered of the people: And let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of the work, that have the oversight of the house of the Lord: and let them give it to the doers of the work which is in the house of the Lord.

( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant. and say unto the destroying Angel: Stay now thine hand. * That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not every living soul. 

( I have sinned and done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord. be turned away from thy people. That the. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word again, and said, Thy servants have gathered the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of them that do the work, that have the oversight of the house of the Lord. And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord, who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij 

1111

and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;) that they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying, Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee. And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then come again to me. 

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND the people departed. And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that stood before Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do ye advise that I may answer this people? And they spake unto him, saying. If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever. But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and consulted with the young men that were grown up with him, and which stood before him. 

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij

A

ND the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the old men's counsel that they gave him; and spake to them after the counsel of the young men, saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke: my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions. Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people: for the cause was from the Lord, that he might perform his saying, which the Lord spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of Nebat. So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have we in David? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

__________________________________________________________________

1084

( God who heareth all, hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear And anointed. 

Lesson iij

A

ND Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the Lord will heal me, and that I shall go up into the house of the Lord the third day? And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have of the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he hath spoken; shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees? And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but let the shadow return backward ten degrees. And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the Lord: and he brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Exposition by S. Jerome, Priest, of the Prophet Isaiah. 

Lesson iv                                                                                             Bk. 11, Ch. 38 

L

EST Hezekiah should be exalted in heart after his amazing triumphs and victory in the midst of the captivity, he was visited with bodily sickness and told that he was going to die; this was so that he might turn to the Lord and implore him to avert this sentence. We read of the same thing in the prophet Jonah, and David also was threatened in this way: the things that were foretold did not come to pass, not that God changes his sentence, but he acts in this way to summon man to self-knowledge. For the Lord repenteth him of the evil. And Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, because he was unable to go to the temple. Either he turned his face towards the wall of the temple, since Solomon had built it next to the palace; or else he simply turned to the wall lest his tears should be seen by those who stood by.

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 

Lesson v 

1109

withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and 1 have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                     Kings 18 

A

ND Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. Then said Elijah unto the people. I, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij 

L

ET them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.  

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, nnd dress it first; for I ye are many; and call on the name of  your gods, but put no fire under. And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they 

1086
years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Abi, the daughter of Zachariah. And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that David his father did. He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made : for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan. He trusted in the Lord God of Israel.

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij

S

O that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. For he clave to the Lord, and departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which the Lord commanded Moses. And the Lord was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not. He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and the borders thereat; from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city.

( O Lord,  thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name.  * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever.

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND it came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria, and besieged it, And at the end of three years they took it: even in the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken. And the king of Agsyria did carry away Israel unto Assyria, and put them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the citie of the Medes: because they obeyed not the voice of the Lord their God, but transgressed his covenant, and all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded, and would not hear them, nor do them. 

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth be- fore thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this 

1107

A

ND Elijah departed. And when the messengers turned back unto him, he said unto them, Why are ye now turned back? And they said unto him, There came a man up to meet us, and said unto us, Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that thou sendest to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt not come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND he said unto them, What manner of man was he which came up to meet you, and told you these words? And they answered him, He was an hairy man and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him: and, behold, he sat on the top of a hill. And he spake unto him. Thou  man of God, the king hath said, Come down. And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee, and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven and consumed him and his fifty. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop                 Appendix. Sermon 201 on the Season.

Lesson iv 

I

N the lessons thaI are being read on these days, beloved brethren, I have often  warned you against following the letter that killeth and forsaking the spirit that giveth life. For thus said the Apostle. For the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. If we are content to understand only the literal words that we hear, then we receive little or no edification at all from the lessons from Holy Scripture.All these accounts that are read do but reveal the types and images of what was to come. In the Jews these things were denoted figuratively; in us, by the grace of God, they have been fulfilled. 

(  Saul hath slain this thousilnds, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

1088

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hand of your enemies. 

( Return 
unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he will. 

Lesson ij

Y

ET the Lord testified against Israel, and against Judah by all the prophets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets. Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not believe in the Lord their God. And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified against them; and they followed vanity, and became vain.

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear.  And anointed. 

Lesson iij

T

HEREFORE the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there was none left but the tribe of Judah only. Also Judah kept not the commandments of the Lord their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made. And the Lord rejected all the seed of Israel, and aftlicted them, and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them out of his sight. For he rent Israel from the house of David; and they made Jeroboam  the son of Nebat king.

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                  2 Kings 17

J

EROBOAM drave Israel from following the Lord, and made them sin a great 

sin. For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them; Until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day. 

1105
Monday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                        2 Kings I 

A

ND the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah laid unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here, for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they stood by Jordan. 

( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant, and say unto the destroying Angel: Stay now thine hand, * That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not every living soul. 

( I have sinned and done wickedly ; but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away from thy people. That the. 

Lesson ij

A

ND Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the water, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. And it came to pass,when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be.

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever.

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij 

A

ND it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth
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Elisha cried, saying, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

( And as they still went on, and talked, behold a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha cried.

Lesson iij 

B

UT it was so; that in the three and twentieth year of king Jehoash the priests had not repaired the breaches of the house.Then king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the priest, and the other priests, and said unto them, Why repair ye not the breaches of the house? now therefore receive no more money of your acquaintance, but deliver it for the breaches of the house. And the priests consented to receive no more money of the people, neither to repair the breaches of the house. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   2 Kings 13 

N

OW Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died. And Joash the king of Israel came down unto him, and wept over his face, and said, O my father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And Elisha said unto him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him bow and arrows. And he said to the king of Israel, Put thine hand upon the bow. And he put his hand upon it: and Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands. And he said, Open the window eastward. And he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And he said, The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them.

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight.

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done.
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Lesson iij 

A

ND the king of Israel said unto him, Nay: for the Lord hath called these three kings together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab. And Elisha said, As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, surely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor see thee. But now bring me a minstrel. And it came to pass. when the minstrel played, that the hand of the Lord carne upon him. And he said, Thus saith the Lord, Make this valley full of ditches. For thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts. And this is but a light thing in the sight of the Lord: he will deliver the Moabites also into your hand. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the fourth book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                      2 Kings 4

N

OW there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lord; and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen. And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the 

bouse, save a pot of oil. Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full.

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij 

S

O she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought them unto her; and she poured out. And it came to pass, when the
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( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________

Monday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   2 Kings 11 

A

ND when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed royal. But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king's sons which were slain; and they hid him, even him and his nurse, in the bedchamber from .\thaliah, so that he was not slain. And he was with her hid in the house of the Lord six years. And Athaliah did reign over the land. 

( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant, and say unto the destroying Angel: Stay now thine hand, * That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not every living soul. 

( I have sinned and done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away from thy people. That the.

Lesson ij 

A

ND the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the rulers over hundreds, with the captains and the guard, and brought them to him into the house of the Lord, and made a covenant with them, and took an oath of them in the house of the Lord, and shewed them the king's son. And he commanded them, saying, This is the thing that ye shall do; A third part of you that enter in on the sabbath shall even be keepers of the watch of the king's house; And a third part shall be at the gate of Sur; and a third part at the gate behind the guard: so shall ye keep the watch of the house, that it be not broken down. And two parts of all you that go forth on the sabbath. even they shall keep the watch of the house of the Lord about the king. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND ye shall compass tbe king round about, every man with his weapons in his hand: and he that cometh within the ranges, let him be slain: and be ye 
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B

EN-HADAD king of Syria gathered all his host, and went up, and besieged Samaria. And there was a great famine in Samaria: and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass's head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove's dung for five pieces of silver. And as the king of Israel was passing by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him, saying, Help, my lord, O king.  And he said, If the Lord do not help thee, whence shall I help thee? out of the barnfloor, or out of the winepress? 
( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him; only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all your hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij

A

ND the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This woman said unto me, give thy son, that we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son to morrow, So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said unto her on the next day, Give thy son, that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son. And it came to pass, when the king heard the words of the woman, that he rent his clothes; and he passed by upon the wall, and the people looked, and, behold, he had sackcloth within upon his flesh. Then he said, God do so and more also to me, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat shall stand on him this day. But Elisha sat in his house, and the elders sat with him. 

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND the king sent a man from before him: but ere the messenger came to him, he said to the elders, See ye how this son of a murderer hath sent to take away mine head? look, when the messenger cometh, shut the door, and hold him fast at the door: is not the sound of his master's feet behind him? And while he yet talked with them, behold, the messenger came down unto him: and he said, Behold, this evil is of the Lord; what should I wait for the Lord any longer? Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the Lord; Thus saith the Lord, To morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel in the gate of Samaria.

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 
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that was over the city. the elders also, and the bringers up of the children, sent to Jehu, saying, We are thy servants, and will do all that thou shalt bid us; we will not make any king: do thou that which is good in thine eyes. Then he wrote a letter the second time to them, saying, If ye be mine, and if ye will hearken unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men your master's sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to morrow this time. Now the king's sons, being seventy persons, were with the great men of the city, which brought them up. And it came to pass, when the letter came to them, that they took the king's sons, and slew seventy persons, and put their heads in baskets, and sent him them to Jezreel. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S.  John Chrysostom                            Homily 26 on Epistle to Romans 

Lesson iv 

L

ET us not suppose, that if we can find accomplices in our sins, that will be 

an excuse; as this will prove an addition to our punishment. Since the serpent too was punished more than the woman, as was the woman more than the man; and Jezebel also was punished more severely than Ahab, who had seized the vineyard; for it was she that devised the whole matter, and caused the king to offend. And therefore thou, when thou art the author of destruction to others, wilt suffer more severely than those who have been subverted by thee. For sinning is not so ruinous us leading others into the same.

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand.

Lesson v 

W

HEREFORE he speaks of those who not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. And so when we see any sinning, let us, so far from thrusting them on, even pull them back from the pit of iniquity, that we may not have to be punished for the ruin of others besides ourselves. And let us be continually in mind of the aweful judgment-seat, of the stream of fire, of the chains never to be loosed, of the darkness with no light, the gnashing of teeth, and the venomous worm. Ah, but God is merciful! Are these then mere words? and was not that rich man punished for despising Lazarus? Are not the foolish virgins cast out of the bridechamber? Do not they who did not feed him go away into the 
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unto Hazael, Take a present in thine hand, and go, meet the man of God, and enquire of the Lord by him, saying, Shall I recover of this disease? So Hazael went to meet him, and took a present with him, even of every good thing of Damascus, forty camels. burden, and came and stood before him, and said, Thy son Ben-hadad king of Syria hath sent me to thee, saying, Shall I recover of this disease? And Elisha said unto him, Go, say unto him, Thou mayest certainly recover: howbeit the Lord hath shewed me that he shall surely die.

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Kings 9 

A

ND Elisha the prophet called one of the children of the prophets, and said unto him, Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead : And when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from among his brethren, and carry him to an inner chamber : then take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and flee, and tarry not. So the young man, even the young man the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. And when he came, behold, the captains of the host were sitting; and he said, I have an errand to thee, O captain. And Jehu said, Unto which of all us? And he said, To thee, O captain.

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am  

not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND he arose, and went into the house; and he poured the oil on his head, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I have anointed thee king over the people of the Lord, even over Israel. And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the blood of my servants the prophets, and the 
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blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish: and I will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel: And I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah : And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her. And he opened the door, and fled.

( O Lord, thou hast nearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.
Lesson iij

T

HEN Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord: and one said unto him, Is all well? wherefore came mad fellow to thee? And he said unto them, Ye know the man, and his communication. And they said, It is false; tell us now. And he said, Thus and thus spake he to me, saying, Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then they hasted, and took every man his garment., and put it under him on the top of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, Jehu is king. 

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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      Jehoash    * did that which was rignt in the sight of the Lord all his days, 
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     wherein Jehoiada       the priest in- struc-     ted him. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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