Lesson j                                                                                          2 Kings 24 & 25 

Z

EDEKIAH was twenty and one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. For through the anger of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it; and they built forts against it round about. And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the people of the land. 

( My sins are many, p.1107
Lesson ij 

A

ND the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night by the way of the gate between two walls, which is by the king's garden: (now the Chaldees were against the city round about:) and the king went the way toward the plain. And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were scattered from him. So they took the king, and brought him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass and carried him to Babylon. 

( O Lord, thou hast, p.1107 

Lesson iij

A

ND in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem: and he burnt the house of the Lord, and the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great man's house burnt he with fire. And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about. Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carry away. But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedressers and husbandmen. And the pillars of brass that were in the house of the Lord, and the bases, and the brazen sea that was in the house of the Lord, did the Chaldees break in pieces, and carried the brass of them to Babylon. 

( Hearken, O Lord, p.1107

___________________________________________________________________________________________

1116
T

HERE was nothing In the ark save the two tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt. And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord,  So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord. Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that he would dwell in the thick darkness. 

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.
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     Thou hast heard, O Lord, * the supplication of thy servant, that I might build a 
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      temple to thy Name. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the third Book of the Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                 I Kings 9 

A

ND it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the building of the house of the Lord, and the king's house, and all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do, that the Lord appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had appeared unto him at Gibeon, And the Lord said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually. And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my judgments: then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever, as I promised to David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel. 

1077

slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen him. And his Servants carried him in a chariot dead from Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own sepulchre. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened, p. 1104.

 Lesson iij

A

ND the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father's stead. Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 

And Pharaoh-nechoh put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold. And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt, and died there. 

 ( Hearken, O Lord, p. 1104.

__________________________________________________________________
Thursday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                            2 Kings 23 & 24 

J

EHOIAKIM was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathershad done. In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant three years: then 

he turned and rebelled against him. 

( Prepare your hearts, p.1105.

Lesson ij

A

ND the Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by his servants the prophets. Surely at the commandment of the Lord came this upon Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did; And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the Lord would not pardon.

( God who heareth all, p.1105   

Lesson iij

N

OW the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? So Jehoiakim slept with  

1114

peaceful) and in the beginning of his reign he was wonderfully praiseworthy; but, while, as a shadow of him that should come, he foreshadowed Christ our Lord, he did not also in his own person resemble him. Whence some things concerning him are so written as if they were prophesied of himself, while the Holy Scripture, prophesying even by events somehow delineates in him the figure of things to come.

( Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 

Lesson v 

F

OR besides the book of divine history, in which his reign is narrated, the seventy-second Psalm is inscribed in the title with his name, in which so many things are said which cannot at all apply to him, but which apply to the Lord Christ with such evident fitness as makes it quite apparent that in the one the figure is in some way shadowed forth, but in the other the truth itself is presented.

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew. neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson vj 

F

OR it is known within what bounds the kingdom of Solomon was enclosed; and yet in that psalm, not to speak of other things, we read, He shall have dominion from sea even to sea; and from the river to the ends of the earth; which we see fulfilled in Christ. Truly he took the beginning of his reigning from the river where John baptized; for, when pointed out by him, he began to be acknowledged by the disciples, who called him not only Master, but also Lord. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And  I was. 

( vij. My sins are  many, yea, more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

1079

A

ND Shaphan read it before the king. And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a servant of the king's, saying, Go ye, enquire of the Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found: for great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is written concerning us.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the fourth book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Kings 23 

A

ND the king went up into the house of the Lord, and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the house of the Lord. And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people stood to the covenant. 

( Lord, when thy people shall turn again to thee. and shall pray unto thee in this house, * Then hear thou in heaven, O Lord, and deliver them out of the hand of their enemies. 

( If thy people sin against thee, and turn again, and repent, and come and pray unto thee in this house. Then. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the Lord all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Beth-el. And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the 

1112

H

APPY are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice. And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great store, and precious stones: there came no more such abundance of spices as these which the queen of Sheba gave to Solomon. And the navy also of Hiram. that brought gold from Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug trees, and precious stones.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                     I Kings 11 

B

UT  king Solomon loved many strange women; together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites:of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love. 

And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart. For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect wrth the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father.
( Lord, when thy people shall turn again to thee, and shall pray unto thee in this house, * Then hear thou in heaven, O Lord, and deliver them out of the hand of their enemies. 

( If thy people sin against thee, and turn again, and repent, and come and pray unto thee in this house. Then. 

Lesson ij

F

OR Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. And Solomon did evil in the gight of the Lord, and went not fully after the Lord, as did David his father. Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill 

1081
A

ND when he heard that he was going to die, he did not ask for life and many more years to live, but he left it to God to do what was pleasing in his judgment. He knew that Solomon had pleased God by not asking for a longer life; but when he is about to depart and go to God, he recounts his good works, how he has walked before him in truth and with a perfect heart. Happy is the conscience that at a time of affliction can recall its good works. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God, And yet it is written in another place, Who can say, I have made my heart clean? This is the explanation: he is said to be pure in heart because he destroyed the idols, opened the doors of the temple, broke in pieces the brazen serpent, and did all the other good works that are recorded in the Scriptures. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson vj 

H

EZEKIAH wept sore when he perceived that the Lord's promise to David would fail at his death. For at that time he had no son; after his death Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign in Judah: from which it may be seen that Manasseh was born after the third of those extra years of life granted to Hezekiah. Therefore he gave vent to all this weeping because he thought that there was no hope of Christ being born of his seed. Others say that holy men fear death becausc thcy are in doubt as to their sentence, and are in ignorance as to which place they are to be sent in accordance with the sentence of God.

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * and I was with thee withersoever thou wentest to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. Glory be. And I was.

( vij. My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of 

1110
I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and they two were alone in the field: And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him; and rent it in twelve pieces: And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee:

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build  a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever.

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij

S

OLOMON sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon? And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead. 

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Towards this.

__________________________________________________________________ 

Thursday

From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                      I Kings 12 

A

ND Rehoboam went to Shechem : for all Israel were come to Shechem to make him king. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the presence of king Solomon, 

1083

house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, 0 Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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      I beseech thee, O Lord, * remember now   how I have walked before thee  in 
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     truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. 

__________________________________________________________________

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    2 Kings 20 

I

N those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of 

Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, saying, I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the Lord came to him, saying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. And Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered. 

1108
Friday

From the third book of Kings.

 Lesson j                                                                                                   I Kings 14 

A

ND the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son; for he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be another woman.  And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet, and she came in at the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself to be another? for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings.

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands, * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 

Lesson ij

G

O, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among the people, and made thee prince over my people Israel, and rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it thee: and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept my commandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only which was right in mine eyes; but hast done evil above all that were before thee: for thou hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten  images, to provoke me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy back. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him 

pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson iij 

T

HEREFORE, behold, I will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel, and will take away the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as a man taketh away dung, till it be all gone. Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat: for the Lord hath spoken it. Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own house: and when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die.

( Thus saith the Lord,  I took thee out of thy father's house. from following the sheep,   to   be  shepherd  and  ruler  over  my  people:  * And  I  was  with  thee 

1085

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel.

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 

Lesson ij

A

ND the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof. And so it was at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they feared not the Lord: therefore the Lord sent lions among them, which slew them.
( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson iij 

W

HEREFORE they spake to the king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of the God of the land: therefore he hath sent lions among them, and, behold, they slay them, because they know not the manner of the God of the land. 

Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, Carry thither one of the priests whom ye brought from thence: and let them go and dwell there, and let him teach them the manner of the God of the land.

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the fourth book of Kings 

Lesson j                                                                                                   2 Kings 18 

N

OW it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to,reign. Twenty and five 

1106
leaped upon the altar which was made. And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud. 

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day; that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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 When the Lord took up Elijah * by a whirlwind into heaven, Elisha cried, saying: 
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     My father, the  chariot of Israel and the horses thereof. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth tne fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Kings 1 

T

HEN Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab. And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber that was in Samaria, and was sick: and he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether shall recover of this disease: But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij 

1087

Lesson ij

A

ND he said, Take the arrows. And he took them. And he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice. And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of the year.

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever.

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij

A

ND it came to pass, as they were burying a man, that, behold, they spied a band of men; and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha: and when the man was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his feet. So Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben-hadad his son reigned in his stead. And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities, which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did Joash beat him, and recovered the cities of Israel.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Kings 17 

I

N the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, which had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, and walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made. And the children of Israel did secretly those things that were not right against the Lord their God, and they built them high places in all their cities. 

1104
( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? * The hand. 

Lesson v

F

OR blessed Elijah was a type of our Lord and Saviour. Just as Elijah suffered persecution from the Jews, so was our Lord, the true Elijah, rejected and despised by those same Jews. Elijah left his people; and Christ departed from the 

synagogue. Elijah went away into the wilderness; and Christ comes into the world. Elijah was fed in the desert through the ministration of ravens, and Christ is refreshed in the desert of this world by the faith of the Gentiles. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson vj 

T

HOSE ravens who ministered to blessed Elijah at the Lord's command are a figure of the Gentile peoples. And therefore it is said of thc Gentile Church, I am black but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem. Why is the Church black but comely? She is black by nature, comely through grace. Why black? Behold, I  was shapen in wickedness, and in sin hath my mothcr conceived me. Why comely? Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: thou shalt wash  me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from thine enemies. And I was.  

Glory be. And I was. 

( vij. My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea. I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight.  

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done.  

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory.
( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 
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with the king as he goeth out and as he cometh in. And the captains over the hundreds did according to all things that Jehotada. the priest commanded: and they took every man his men that were to come in on the sabbath, with them that should go out on the sabbath, and came to Jehoiada the priest. And to the captains over hundreds did the priest give king David's spears and shields, that were in the temple of the Lord. And the guard stood, every man with his weapons in his hand, round about the king, from tbe right corner of the temple to the left corner of the temple, along by tbe altar and the temple. And he brought forth the king's son, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony; and they made him king, and anointed him, and they clapped their hands, and said, God save the king.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j 2 Kings 12 

I

N the seventh year of Jehu Jehoash began to. reign: and forty years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. And Jehoash did that which was right in the sight of the Lord all his days wherein Jehoiada the priest instructed him. But the high places were not taken away: the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places.

( Lord, when thy people shall turn again to thee, and shall pray unto thee in this house, * Then hear thou in heaven, O Lord, and deliver them out of the hand of their enemies. 

( If thy people sin against thee, and turn again. and repent, and come and pray unto thee in this house. Then. 

Lesson ij

A

ND Jehoash said to the priests, All the money of the dedicated things that is brought into the house of the Lord, even the money of everyone that passeth the account, the money that every man is set at, and all the money that cometh into any man's heart to bring into the house of the Lord, Let the priests take it to them, every man of his acquaintance: and let them repair the breaches of the house, wheresoever any breach shall be found. 

( It came to pass, when the Lord took up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, *
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before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                      2 Kings 3 

A

ND king Jehoram went out of Samaria the same time, and numbered all Israel. And he went and sent to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, the king of Moab hath rebelled against me: wilt thou go with me against Moab to battle? And he said, I will go up: I am as thou art, my people as thy people, and my horses as thy horses. And he said, Which way shall we go up ? And he answered, The way through the wilderness of Edom. So the king of Israel went, and the king of Judah, and the king of Edom: and they fetched a compass of seven days' journey: and there was no water for the host, and for the cattle that followed them. 

( Lord, when thy people shall turn again to thee, and shall pray unto thee in this house, * Then hear thou in heaven, O Lord, and deliver them out of the hand of their enemies. 

( If thy people sin against thee, and turn again, and repent, and come and pray unto thee in this house. Then. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND the king of Israel said, Alas! that the Lord hath called these three kings together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab. But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that we may enquire of the Lord by him? And one of the king of Israel's servants answered and said, Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah. And Jehoshaphat said, The word of the Lord is with him. So the king of Israel and Jeboshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him. And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What have I to do with thee? get thee to the prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy mother.

( It came to pass, when the Lord took up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, * Elisha cried, saying, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

( And as they still went on, and talked, behold a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, parted them both asunder; and Elijah vent up by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha cried. 
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fire prepared for the devil? Will not he that hath soiled garments be bound hand and foot and go to ruin? Will not he that demanded the hundred pence to be paid be given over to the tormentors? Is not that said of the adulterers true, that their worm shall not die, nor their fire be quenched?

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson vj 

A

RE these but mere threats then? Yea, it is answered. And from what source, pray, dost thou venture to make such an assertion, and that too when thou passest judgment of thine own opinion? Why, I shall be able to prove the contrary, both from what he said, and from what he did. For if you will not believe by the punishments which are to come, at least believe by those that have already happened. For what have happened, and have come forth into reality are surely not threats and words. Who then was it that flooded the whole world, and effected that baleful wreck, and the utter destruction of our whole race? Who was it that after this hurled those thunders and lightnings upon the land of Sodom? Who that drowned all Egypt in thc sea? Who that consumed thc six hundred thousand men in the wilderness? Who that burnt up the synagogue of Abiram? Who that bade the earth open her mouth for the company of Core and Dathan, and swallow them up? Who that carried off the threescore and ten thousand at one sweep in David's time? Did not God  bring all these things, and more, upon them?

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from ell thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

(  vij. My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory.
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vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest. And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread. And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this if an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually. Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. 

( O Lord, thou hast nearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there. And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before  him. And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people. And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old. And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door. And he said, About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid.  And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, according to the time of life. 

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling.  Toward this.  Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the fourth book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                2 Kings 6 & 7 
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IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the fourth book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                            2 Kings 9 & 10 

I

N the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah. And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window. And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master? And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there looked out to him two or three eunuchs. And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down, and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses. And he trode her under foot. And when he was come in, he did eat and drink and said, Go, see now this cursed woman, and bury her: for she is a king's daughter.

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij

A

ND they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands. Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the Lord, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel: and the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel. And Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote letters, and sent to Samaria, unto the rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, and to them that brought up Ahab's children, saying, Now as soon as this letter cometh to you, seeing your master's sons are with you, and there are with you chariots and horses, a fenced city also, and armour; look even out the best and meetest of your master's sons, and set him on his father's throne, and fight for your master's house.

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep; * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy.

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij 

B

UT they were exceedingly afraid, and said, Behold, two kings stood not before him: how then shall we stand? And he that was over the house, and he 
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( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the fourth book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Kings 8 

T

HEN spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and thine houshold, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the Lord hath called for a famine; and it shall also come upon the land seven years. And the woman arose, and did after the saying of the man of God : and she went with her houshold, and sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven years. And it came to pass at the seven years' end, that the woman returned out of the land of the Philistines: and she went forth to cry unto the king for her house and for her land. 

( Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 
Lesson ij

A

ND the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath done. And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son he had restored to life, cried to the king for her house and for her land. And Gehazi said, My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life. And when the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, Restore all that was her's, and all the fruits of the field since the day that she left the land, even until now. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson iij

A

ND Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad the king of Syria was sick; and it was told him, saying, The man of God is come hither. And the king said 
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