are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was Glory be. And I was.

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday
From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   I Kings 7, 8 

S

O was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the things which David his father had dedicated; even the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, did he put among the treasures of the house of the Lord. Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of  the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which  is the seventh month.

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am 

not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done.  

Lesson ij 

A

ND all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. And they brought up the ark of the Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle, even those did the priests and the Levites bring up. And king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for multitude. And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings of the cherubims. For the cherubims spread forth their two wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the staves thereof above. 

( O Lord,  thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij 

1076

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij

A

ND Saul eyed David from that day and forward. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times: and there was a javelin in Saul's hand. And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice. And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, and was departed from Saul.  Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people.

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build  a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij
A

ND David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the Lord was with him. Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him. But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them. And Saul said to David, Behold my elder daughter, Merab, her will I give thee to wife: only be thou valiant for me, and fight the Lord's battles. For Saul said, Let not mine hand be upon him, but let the hand of the Philistines be upon him.
( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the first book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                      I Sam. 19 

A

ND Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants; that they should kill David. But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee, I  pray  thee,  take  heed  to

1041
( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he.  

Lesson ij

A

ND Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen. 

And those officers provided victual for king Solomon, and for all that came unto king Solomon's table, every man in his month: they lacked nothing. Barley also and straw for the horses and dromedaries brought they unto the place where the officers were, every man according to his charge. And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore. 

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my  father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed.  
Lesson iij

A

ND Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round ahout. And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                       I Kings 5 

A

ND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the room of his father: for Hiram was ever a 

1074

A

ND David fled from Naioth in Itamah, and came and said before Jonathan, What have I done? what is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy father, that he seeketh my life? And he said unto him, God forbid; thou shalt not die: behold, my father will do nothing either great or small, but that he will shew it me: and why should my father hide this thing from me? it is not so.

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand.

Lesson ij

A

ND David sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes; .and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but truly as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and death. Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I will even do it for thee. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to morrow is the new moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king at meat: but let me go, that I may hide myself in the field unto the third day at even. If thy father at all miss me, then say, David earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to Bethlehem his city: for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family. If he say thus, It is well; thy servant shall have peace: but if he be very wroth, then be sure that evil is determined by him. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

1043

( And as they still went on, and talked,behold a chariot of fire,and horses of fire, parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha cried. 

Lesson iij

B

UT shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table: for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother. And, behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed me with a grievous curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the Lord, saying, I will not put thee to death with the sword. Now therefore hold him not guiltless. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever.

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies, And I was. Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the third book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                       I Kings 3 

A

ND the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked hefore thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great 

1072
( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day; that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent. * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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    Ye mountains * of Gilboa,      let there be neither dew nor rain upon you;  for 
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    there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as though
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   he had not been anointed with oil. How are  the mighty fallen in the midst of the 
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     battle! Jonathan       was slain upon thy high places! Saul and Jonathan were
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      love-     y and exceedingly pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were

[image: image6.png]



      not div-    ided. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

IN THE FIRST NOC1URN
Here beginneth the second book of Kings. 

1045
( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy. holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Monday

From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                      I Kings 1 

T

HEN king David answered and said, Call me Bath-sheba. And she came into the king's presence, and stood before the king. And the king sware, and said, As the LORD liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all distress, Even as I sware unto thee by the Lord God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day. Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the earth, and did reverence to the king, and said, Let my lord king David live for ever.
( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant, and say unto the destroying Angel: Stay now 

thine hand. * That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not every living soul. 

( I have sinned and done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away from thy people. * That the. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they came before the king. The king also said unto them, Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon: and let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel: and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon. Then ye shall come up after him, that he may come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my stead. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij

S

O Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to 

1070
thine hand to dcstroy the Lord's anointed? And David called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. And he smote him that he died. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies.  

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book of Morals by S. Gregory the Great                             Bk. 4. Preface

Lesson iv 

H

OW is it that David, who to those that rewardcd him evil, returned it not 

again, upon Saul and Jonathan falling in battle, cursed the mountains of Gilboa in the following words, Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, nor fields of offerings; for there the shield of Saul is vilely cast away, as though he had not been anointed with oil? How is it that Jeremiah, seeing that his preaching was hindered by the hardness of his hearers, utters a curse, saying, Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee?

( Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 

Lesson v 

W

HAT then did the mountains of Gilboa offend when Saul died, that neither dew nor rain should fall on them, and that the words of his sentence against them should make them barren of all produce of verdure? Why, forasmuch as Gilboa is by interpretation, Running down, while by Saul's anointing and dying thc death of our Mediator is set forth, by the mountains of Gilboa we have no unfit representation of the uplifted hearts of the Jews, who, while they let themselves run down in the pursuit of the desires of this world, were involved in the death of Christ, that is, of the Anointed. And because among them the anointed King dies the death of the body, they too are left dry of all the dew of grace. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew. neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there.

1047

following Adonijah helped him. But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei and Rei, and the mighty men which belonged to David, were not with Adonijah.

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw or the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij

W

HEREFORE Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba thc mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it not? Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. Go and get thee in unto king David, and say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth Adonijah reign? Behold, while thou yet talkest there with the king, I also will come in after thee, and confirm thy words. And Bath-sheba went in unto the king into the chamber.

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Prom the Letter by S. Jerome, Priest to Nepotian.                                     Letter 62

Lesson iv 

D

AVID was seventy years old, and he who had once been a warrior was now frozen with age, and could get no heat. So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts of Israel who might sleep in the king's bosom and warm his aged body. Who is this Shunammite, both wife and virgin, so hot that she could heat the frozen, so holy that she did not rouse to lust him whom she had warmed? Let Solomon the wise explain his father's pleasure, and let the man of peace tell of the warrior's embraces: Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her. and she shall keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown or glory she shall deliver to thee. 

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the  

1068

( I have sinned and done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away from thy people. That the. 

Lesson ij

A
ND they told David, saying, That the men of Jabesh-gilead were they that buried Saul. And David sent messengers unto the men of Jahesh-gilead, and said unto them, Blessed be ye of the Lord, that ye' have shewed this kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have buried him. And now the Lord shew kindness and truth unto you: and I also will requite you this kindness, because ye have done this thing. Thererore now let your hands he strengthened, and be ye valiant: for yonr master Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah have anointed me king over them. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name, * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever.

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij

B

UT Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's host, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim; and made him king over Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel. 

Ish-bosheth Saul's son was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed David. And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this.  Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the second book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                       2 Sam. 3 

A

ND it came to pass, while there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, that Abner made himself strong for the house of Saul. And Saul had  a  concubine,  whose name was Rizpah,  the daughter of Aiah:  and  Ish-

1049
David, and there was there a great slaughter that day of twenty thousand men. For the battle was there scattered over the face of all the country: and the wood devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger. * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij

A

ND Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and thc earth; and the mule that was under him went away. And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak. And Joab said unto the man that told him, And, behold, thou sawest him, and why didst thou not smite him there to the ground? and I would have given thee ten shekels of silver, and a girdle. And the man said unto Joah, Though I should receive a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against the king's son: for in our hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Beware that none touch the young man Absalom. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij

T

HEN said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten young men that bare Joab's armour compassed about and smote Absalom, and slew him. And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing after Israel: for Joab held back the people. And they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit in the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones upon him.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

1066
So Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty men with him. And David made Abner and the men that were with him a feast. And Abner said unto David, I will arise and go, and will gather all Israel unto my lord the king.
( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth. and 1 have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was.  Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                       2 Sam. 4

A

ND the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about the heat of the day to the house of Ish-bosheth, who lay on a bed at noon. And they came thither into the midst of the house, as though they would have fetched wheat; and they smote him under the fifth rib: and Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. For when they came into the house, he lay on his bed in his bed-chamber, and they smote him, and slew him, and beheaded him, and took his head, and gat them away through the plain all night. And they brought the head of Ish-bosheth unto David to Hebron, and said to the king, Behold the head of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul thine enemy, which sought thy life.

( My sins are  many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij

A

ND David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother the sons of Rimmon the Deerothite, and said unto them, As the Lord liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all adversity, When one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I took hold of him, and slew him in Ziklag, who thought that I would have given him a reward for his tidings: how much more, when wicked men have slain a righteous person in his own house upon his bed? shall I not therefore now require his blood of your hand, and take you away from the earth? And David commanded his young men, and they slew them, and cut off their hands and their feet, and hanged them up over the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth; and buried it in the sepulchre of Abner In Hebron.

1051

city with the edge of the sword. And the king's servants said unto the king, Behold, thy servants are ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint. 

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all your hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he.
Lesson ij 

A

ND the king went forth, and all his household after him. And the king left ten women, which were concubines, to keep the house. And the king went forth, and all the people after him, and tarried in a place that was far off. And all his servants passed on beside him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on before the king.

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij 

T

HEN said the king to lttai the Gittite, Wherefore goest thou also with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king: for thou art a stranger, and also an exile. Whereas thou camest but yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down with us? seeing I go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy brethren: mercy and truth be with thee.

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the second book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Sam. 16 

A

ND when king David came to Bahurim, behold, thence came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, whose name was  Shimei, the son of Gera: he came forth, and cursed still as he came. And he cast stones at David, and at all the servants  of king David: and all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left. And thus said Shimei when he cursed, Come out, come 
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( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij

A

ND they brought it out of the house of Abinadab which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark. And David and all the house of Israel played before the Lord on all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals. And when they came to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and..Gdd smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God.

( God who hcareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with thc oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion. and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij

A

ND David was displeased, because the Lord had made a breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of the place Perez-uzzah to this day. And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and said, How shall the ark of the Lord come to me? So David would not remove the ark of the Lord unto him into the city of David: but David carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. And the ark of the Lord continued in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and the Lord blessed Obed-edom, and all his household. And it was told king David, saying, The Lord hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with gladness. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will.

__________________________________________________________________ 

Friday

From the second book of Kings.

 Lesson j                                                                                                      2 Sam. 7 

A

ND it came to pass that night, that the word of the Lord came unto Nathan; saying, Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the Lord, Shalt thou build 
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as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth God respect any person: yet doth he devise means, that his banished be expelled from him.

( It came to pass,when the Lord took up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, * Elisha cried, saying, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

( And as they still went on, and talked, behold a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha cried. 

Lesson iij
A

ND the king said, Is not the hand of Joab with thee in all this? And the woman answered and said, As thy soul livcth, my lord the king, none can turn to the right hand or to the left from ought that my lord the king hath spoken: for thy servant Joab, he bade me, and he put all these words in thc mouth of thine handmaid:  To fetch about this form of speech hath thy servant Joab done this thing: and my lord is wise, according to thc wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things that are in the earth. And the king said unto Joab, Behold now, I have done this thing: go therefore, bring the young man Absalom again. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Sam. 15 

A

ND it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate: and it was so, that when any man that had a controversy came to the king for judgment, then Absalom called unto him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee. 

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am 
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( Thus saith the Lord,  I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                      2 Sam. 11 

A

ND it carne to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem.  And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? And David sent messengers, and took her.

( My sins are  many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij

A

ND she returned unto her house. And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said,  I am with child. And David sent to Joab, saying, send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David. And when Uriah was come unto him, David demanded of him how Joab did, and how the people did, and how the war prospered. And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. And Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess of meat from the king. But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and went not down to his house. And when they had told David, saying, Uriah went not down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy journey? why then didst thou not go down unto thine house? And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing. 
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Lesson j                                                                                                      2 Sam. 13 

A

ND Absalom spake unto his brother Amnon neither good nor bad: for Absalom hated Amnon, because he had forced his sister Tamar. And it came to pass after two full years, that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal-hazor, which is beside Ephraim: and Absalom invited all the king's sons. And Absalom came to the king, and said, Behold now, thy servant hath sheepshearers; let the king, I beseech thee, and his servants go with thy servant. And the king said to Absalom, Nay, my son, let us not all now go, lest we be chargeable unto thee. And he pressed him: howbeit he would not go, but blessed him. 

( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant, and say unto the destroying Angel; Stay now thine hand, * That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not cvery living soul. 

( I have sinned and done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away from thy people. That the.

Lesson ij 
T

HEN said Absalom, If not, I pray thee, let my brother Amnon go with us. And the king said unto him, Why should he go with thee?  But Absalom pressed him, that he let Amnon and all the king's sons go with him. Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded you? be courageous, and be valiant. And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king's sons arose, and every man gat him up upon his mule, and fled.

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND it came to pass, while they were in the way, that tidings came to David, saying, Absalom hath slain all the king's sons, and there is not one of them left. Then the king arose, and tare his garments, and lay on the earth; and all his servants stood by with their clothes rent. And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David's brother, answered and said, Let not my lord suppose that they have slain all the young men the king's sons; for Amnon only is dead: for by the appointment of  Absalom  this  hath  been  determined  from  the day that  he forced  his  sister 
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A

ND the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: but the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. 

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you, And he. 

Lesson ij

A

ND David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; and I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee thc house of Israel and of Judah: and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. Wherefore hast thou despiscd the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. 

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep; * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy.
( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed.

Lesson iij
N

OW therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house: because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it sccretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David,
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