( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij

A

ND Saul eyed David from that day and forward. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times: and there was a javelin in Saul's hand. And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice. And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, and was departed from Saul.  Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people.

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build  a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij
A

ND David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the Lord was with him. Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very wisely, he was afraid of him. But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went out and came in before them. And Saul said to David, Behold my elder daughter, Merab, her will I give thee to wife: only be thou valiant for me, and fight the Lord's battles. For Saul said, Let not mine hand be upon him, but let the hand of the Philistines be upon him.
( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the first book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                      I Sam. 19 

A

ND Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants; that they should kill David. But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee, I  pray  thee,  take  heed  to
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thyself until the morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself: And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where thou art, and I will commune with my father of thee; and what I see, that I will tell thee.

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij

A

ND Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him, Let not the king sin against his servant, against David; because he hath not sinned against thee, and because his works have been to thee-ward very good: For he did put his life in his hand, and slew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel: thou sawest it, and didst rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to slay David without a cause? And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul sware, As the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain.

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth or the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND there was war again: and David went out, and fought with the Philistines, and slew them with a great slaughter; and they fled from him. And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his javelin in his hand: and David played with his hand. And Saul sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away out of Saul's presence; and he smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, and escaped that night.

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the first book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                      I Sam. 20 
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A

ND David fled from Naioth in Itamah, and came and said before Jonathan, What have I done? what is mine iniquity? and what is my sin before thy father, that he seeketh my life? And he said unto him, God forbid; thou shalt not die: behold, my father will do nothing either great or small, but that he will shew it me: and why should my father hide this thing from me? it is not so.

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand.

Lesson ij

A

ND David sware moreover, and said, Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found grace in thine eyes; .and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved: but truly as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and death. Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatsoever thy soul desireth, I will even do it for thee. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND David said unto Jonathan, Behold, to morrow is the new moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king at meat: but let me go, that I may hide myself in the field unto the third day at even. If thy father at all miss me, then say, David earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to Bethlehem his city: for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family. If he say thus, It is well; thy servant shall have peace: but if he be very wroth, then be sure that evil is determined by him. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday
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From the first book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    I Sam. 21 

T

HEN came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: and Ahimelech was afraid at the meeting of David, and said unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man with thee?  And David said unto Ahimelech the priest,  Thc king hath commanded me a business, and hath said unto me, Let no man know any thing of the business whereabout I send thee, and what I have commanded thee: and I have appointed my servants to such and such a place. Now therefore what is under thine hand? give me five loaves of bread in mine hand, or what there is present. 

( My sins are  many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND the priest answered David, and said, There is no common bread under mine hand, but there is hallowed bread; if the young men have kept themselves at least from women. And David answered the priest, and said unto him, Of a truth women have been kept from us about these three days, since I came out, and the vessels of the young men are holy, and the bread is in a manner common, yea, though it were sanctified this day in the vessel. So the priest gave him hallowed bread: for there was no bread there but the shewbread, that was taken from before the Lord, to put hot bread in the day when it was taken away. 

( O Lord,  thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants, that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.
Lesson iij 

N

OW a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained before the Lord; and his name was Doeg, an Edomite, the chiefest of the herdmen that belonged to Saul. And David said unto Ahimelech, And is there not here under thine hand spear or sword? for I have neither brought my sword nor my weapons with me, because the king's business required haste. And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of Elah, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod: if thou wilt take that, take it: for there is no other save that here. And David said, There is none like that; give it me. 
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( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day; that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent. * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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    Ye mountains * of Gilboa,      let there be neither dew nor rain upon you;  for 
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    there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away, the shield of Saul, as though
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   he had not been anointed with oil. How are  the mighty fallen in the midst of the 
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     battle! Jonathan       was slain upon thy high places! Saul and Jonathan were
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      love-     y and exceedingly pleasant in their lives, and in their death they were
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      not div-    ided. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

IN THE FIRST NOC1URN
Here beginneth the second book of Kings. 
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Lesson j                                                                                                       2 Sam. 1 

N

OW it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Amalekites, and David had abode two days in Ziglag; it came even to pass on the third day, that, behold. a man came out of the camp from Saul with his clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and so it was, when he came to David, that he fell to the earth, and did obeisance. And David said unto him, From whence comest thou? And he said unto him, Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped. And David said unto him, How went the matter? I pray thee, tell me. And he answered, That the people are fled from the battle, and many of the people also are fallen and dead ; and Saul and Jonathan his son  are dead also

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all your hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij

A

ND David said unto the young man that told him, How knowest thou that Saul and Jonathan his son be dead? And the young man that told him said, As I happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, Saul leaned upon his spear; and, lo, the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him. And when he looked bchind him, he saw me, and called unto me. And I answered, Here am I. And he said unto me, Who art thou? And I answered him, I am an Amalekite. He said unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, upon me, and slay me: for anguish is come upon me, because my life is yet whole in me. So I stood upon him, and slew him, because I was sure that he could not live after that he was fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his head, and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them hither unto my lord. 

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with thc oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij 

T

HEN David took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the men that were with him: and they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the Lord, and for the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword. And David said unto the young man that told him, Whence art thou? And he answered, I am the son of a stranger, an Amalekile. And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth 
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thine hand to dcstroy the Lord's anointed? And David called one of the young men, and said, Go near, and fall upon him. And he smote him that he died. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies.  

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book of Morals by S. Gregory the Great                             Bk. 4. Preface

Lesson iv 

H

OW is it that David, who to those that rewardcd him evil, returned it not 

again, upon Saul and Jonathan falling in battle, cursed the mountains of Gilboa in the following words, Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, nor fields of offerings; for there the shield of Saul is vilely cast away, as though he had not been anointed with oil? How is it that Jeremiah, seeing that his preaching was hindered by the hardness of his hearers, utters a curse, saying, Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my father, saying, A man child is born unto thee?

( Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 

Lesson v 

W

HAT then did the mountains of Gilboa offend when Saul died, that neither dew nor rain should fall on them, and that the words of his sentence against them should make them barren of all produce of verdure? Why, forasmuch as Gilboa is by interpretation, Running down, while by Saul's anointing and dying thc death of our Mediator is set forth, by the mountains of Gilboa we have no unfit representation of the uplifted hearts of the Jews, who, while they let themselves run down in the pursuit of the desires of this world, were involved in the death of Christ, that is, of the Anointed. And because among them the anointed King dies the death of the body, they too are left dry of all the dew of grace. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew. neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there.
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Lesson vj

I

T is well said of the Jews that they cannot be fields of first-fruits. For the high minds of the Hebrews bear no first-fruits; in that at the coming of our Redeemer, persisting for the most part in unfaithfulness, they would not follow the first beginnings of the faith; for Holy Church, which for her first-fruits was enriched with the multitude of the Gentiles, scarcely at the end of the world will receive into her bosom the Jews whom she may find, and gathering none but the last, will put them as the remnant of her fruits.

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Glory be.  And I was. 

( vij. My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________
Monday

From the second book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                        2 Sam. 2 

A

ND it came to pass after this, that David enquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah? And the Lord said unto him, Go up. And David said, Whither shall I go up? And he said, Unto Hebron. So David went up thither, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail Nabal's wife the Carmelite. And his men that were with him did David bring up, every man with his houshold: and they dwelt in the cities of Hebron. And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. 
( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant, and say unto the destroying Angel: Stay now thine hand, *  That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not every living soul. 
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( I have sinned and done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away from thy people. That the. 

Lesson ij

A
ND they told David, saying, That the men of Jabesh-gilead were they that buried Saul. And David sent messengers unto the men of Jahesh-gilead, and said unto them, Blessed be ye of the Lord, that ye' have shewed this kindness unto your lord, even unto Saul, and have buried him. And now the Lord shew kindness and truth unto you: and I also will requite you this kindness, because ye have done this thing. Thererore now let your hands he strengthened, and be ye valiant: for yonr master Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah have anointed me king over them. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name, * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever.

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij

B

UT Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul's host, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim; and made him king over Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and over Ephraim, and over Benjamin, and over all Israel. 

Ish-bosheth Saul's son was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed David. And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years and six months.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this.  Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the second book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                       2 Sam. 3 

A

ND it came to pass, while there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David, that Abner made himself strong for the house of Saul. And Saul had  a  concubine,  whose name was Rizpah,  the daughter of Aiah:  and  Ish-
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bosheth said to Abner, Wherefore hast thou gone in unto my father's concubine? Then was Abner  very wroth for the words of Ish-bosheth, and said, Am I a dog's head, which against Judah do shew kindness this day unto the house of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to his friends, and have not delivered thee into the hand of David, that thou chargest me to day with a fault concerning this woman?  So do God to Abner, and more also, except; as the Lord hath sworn to David, even so I do to him; to translate the kingdom &om the house of Saul, and to set up the throne of David over Israel and over Judah, from Dan even to Beer-sheba.

( Lord, when thy people shall turn again to thee and shall pray unto thee in this house, * Then hear thou in heaven, O Lord, and deliver them out of the hand of their enemies. 

( If thy people sin against thee, and turn again, and repent, and come and pray unto thee in this house. Then. 

Lesson iij

A

ND Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf, saying, Whose is the land? saying also, Make thy league with me, and, behold, my hand shall be with thee, to bring about all Israel unto thee. And he said, Well; I will make a league with thee: but one thing I require of thee, that is, Thou shalt not see my face, except thou first bring Michal Saul's daughter, when thou comest to see my face. And David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth Saul's son, saying, Deliver me my wife Michal, which I espoused to me for an hundred foreskins of the Philistines. And Ish-bosheth sent, and took her from her husband, even from Phaltiel the son of Laish; And her husband went with her along weeping behind her to Bahurim. Then said Abner unto him, Go, return. And he returned. 

( It came to pass,when the Lord took up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, * 

Elisha cried,saying: My father,my father, the chariots of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

( And as they still went on, and talked,behold,a chariot of fire,and horses of fire, parted them both asunder; and Elij ah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha cried.

Lesson iij

A

ND Abner had communication with the elders of Israel, saying, Ye sought for David in times past to be king over you: Now then do it. for the Lord hath spoken of David, saying, By the hand of my servant David I will save my people Israel out of the hand of the Philistines, and out of the hand of all their enemies. And Abner also spake in the ears of Benjamin. And Abner went also to speak in the ears of David in Hebron all that seemed good to Israel, and that seemed good to the whole house of Benjamin. 

1050
So Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty men with him. And David made Abner and the men that were with him a feast. And Abner said unto David, I will arise and go, and will gather all Israel unto my lord the king.
( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth. and 1 have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was.  Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                       2 Sam. 4

A

ND the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, went, and came about the heat of the day to the house of Ish-bosheth, who lay on a bed at noon. And they came thither into the midst of the house, as though they would have fetched wheat; and they smote him under the fifth rib: and Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. For when they came into the house, he lay on his bed in his bed-chamber, and they smote him, and slew him, and beheaded him, and took his head, and gat them away through the plain all night. And they brought the head of Ish-bosheth unto David to Hebron, and said to the king, Behold the head of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul thine enemy, which sought thy life.

( My sins are  many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij

A

ND David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother the sons of Rimmon the Deerothite, and said unto them, As the Lord liveth, who hath redeemed my soul out of all adversity, When one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I took hold of him, and slew him in Ziklag, who thought that I would have given him a reward for his tidings: how much more, when wicked men have slain a righteous person in his own house upon his bed? shall I not therefore now require his blood of your hand, and take you away from the earth? And David commanded his young men, and they slew them, and cut off their hands and their feet, and hanged them up over the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ish-bosheth; and buried it in the sepulchre of Abner In Hebron.
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( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij 

T

HEN came all the tribes of lsrael to David unto Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the Lord said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel. So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a league with them in Hebron before: the Lord: and they anointed David king over Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah. And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: which spake unto David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither. Nevertheless David took the stronghold of Zion: the same is the city of David. 

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent. * Toward this house day and night. . 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Towards this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                       I Sam. 6 

A

GAIN, David gathered together all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. And David arose, and went with all the people that were with him from Baale of Judah, to bring up from thence the ark of God, whose name is called by the name of the Lord of hosts that dwelleth between the cherubims. And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart. 

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 
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( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij

A

ND they brought it out of the house of Abinadab which was at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God: and Ahio went before the ark. And David and all the house of Israel played before the Lord on all manner of instruments made of fir wood, even on harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals. And when they came to Nachon's threshingfloor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen shook it. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and..Gdd smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God.

( God who hcareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with thc oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion. and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij

A

ND David was displeased, because the Lord had made a breach upon Uzzah: and he called the name of the place Perez-uzzah to this day. And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and said, How shall the ark of the Lord come to me? So David would not remove the ark of the Lord unto him into the city of David: but David carried it aside into the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. And the ark of the Lord continued in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and the Lord blessed Obed-edom, and all his household. And it was told king David, saying, The Lord hath blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that pertaineth unto him, because of the ark of God. So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom into the city of David with gladness. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will.

__________________________________________________________________ 

Friday

From the second book of Kings.

 Lesson j                                                                                                      2 Sam. 7 

A

ND it came to pass that night, that the word of the Lord came unto Nathan; saying, Go and tell my servant David, Thus saith the Lord, Shalt thou build 
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me an house for me to dwelt in? Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the time that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle. 

( Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 

Lesson ij 

I

N all the places wherein I have walked with all the children of Israel spake I a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye not me an house of cedar? Now therefore so shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people, over Israel: And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth. Moreover I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and move no more; neither shall the children of wickedness afflict them any more, as beforetime, And as since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. Also the Lord telleth thee that he will make thee an house. 

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you.. * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( And ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa.  For there. 

Lesson iij

A

ND when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men. But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever. According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.
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( Thus saith the Lord,  I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                      2 Sam. 11 

A

ND it carne to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried still at Jerusalem.  And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? And David sent messengers, and took her.

( My sins are  many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij

A

ND she returned unto her house. And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said,  I am with child. And David sent to Joab, saying, send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David. And when Uriah was come unto him, David demanded of him how Joab did, and how the people did, and how the war prospered. And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. And Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there followed him a mess of meat from the king. But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and went not down to his house. And when they had told David, saying, Uriah went not down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy journey? why then didst thou not go down unto thine house? And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in tents; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields; shall I then go into mine house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? as thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing. 
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( O Lord,  thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij

A

ND David said to Uriah, Tarry here today also, and to morrow I will let thee depart. So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the morrow. And when David had called him, he did eat and drink before him; and he made him drunk: and at even he went out to lie on his bed with the servants of his lord, but went not down to his house. And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab; and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die. And it came to pass, when Joab observed the city, that he assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that. valiant men were. And the men of the city went out; and fought with Joab: and there fell some of the people of the servants of David; and Uriah the Hittite died also.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth be- fore thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.

[image: image7.png]



     O Lord, I beseech thee,* do a-way   the iniquity of thy servant, for I have done 
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very  foolishly. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Sam. 12 
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A

ND the Lord sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: but the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. 

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you, And he. 

Lesson ij

A

ND David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; and I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee thc house of Israel and of Judah: and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. Wherefore hast thou despiscd the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. 

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep; * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy.
( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed.

Lesson iij
N

OW therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house: because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it sccretly; but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David,
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The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die. And Nathan departed unto his house. And the Lord struck the child that Uriah's wire bare unto David, and it was very sick. David therefore besought God for thc child; and David fasted and went in, and lay all night upon the earth. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book by S. Ambrose, Bishop.                           On the Defence of David 

Lesson iv 

H

OW many times every hour of the day do we each offend! nor do we of the people think it necessary to confess our sin. That king, though so great and so powerful, could not bear a sin to remain on his conscience even for a moment; but with instant confession and great grief, he declared his sin to the Lord. And now could you easily show me a noble and wealthy man, who, if accused of any wrong-doing, would not take it ill? But that man, respendent in royal power, who had received so many divin revelations, was not roused to indignation when rebuked for his grievous sin by a man of lower estate; but he confessed his sin, grieving and lamenting at his crime.

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand.

M

OREOVER, this grieving from his inmost heart so moved the Lord that Nathan could say, Because thou hast repented, the Lord also hath put away thy sin. Therefore the promptness of the pardon declares that the king's repentance was heart-felt, in that it took away so great a misdeed. Other men, when rebuked by priests, increase their sin by striving to deny it, or to excuse themselves: and their fall is all the greater because of the correction that should have helped them up, But the Lord's Saints, who fight a good fight unto the end, and run their course of salvation, if by chance they fall, being but men, more through weakness of nature than through wilful sin; then they pick themselves up again and run on more eagerly than before, their shame urging them to return to battle with even more power; thus it is reckoned, not merely that their fall was no hindrance, but 
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even that it increased their incentive to speed on.

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, Ict thcrc be no dew neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen.  
( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson vj 

D

AVID sinned, as kings are wont to do; but he did penance, he wept, he groaned, as they are not wont to do. He confessed his fault, he sought pardon, prostrate on the ground he fasted, he prayed. He has left an everlasting testimony of his confession in the psalm that expresses his grief. While common men blush to do so, the king is not ashamed to confess his fault. Those who are bound by laws dare to deny their sin, and will not deign to ask pardon; while the king, who was not bound by any man-made laws, did ask it. That he sinned was due to human weakness: that he sought forgiveness was by virtue of his desire to amend. His fall was not uncommon, but his confession was singular. Therefore through his nature he fell into sin: through his virtue he obtained pardon. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

( vij. My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory.  

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Monday

From the second book of Kings. 
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Lesson j                                                                                                      2 Sam. 13 

A

ND Absalom spake unto his brother Amnon neither good nor bad: for Absalom hated Amnon, because he had forced his sister Tamar. And it came to pass after two full years, that Absalom had sheepshearers in Baal-hazor, which is beside Ephraim: and Absalom invited all the king's sons. And Absalom came to the king, and said, Behold now, thy servant hath sheepshearers; let the king, I beseech thee, and his servants go with thy servant. And the king said to Absalom, Nay, my son, let us not all now go, lest we be chargeable unto thee. And he pressed him: howbeit he would not go, but blessed him. 

( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant, and say unto the destroying Angel; Stay now thine hand, * That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not cvery living soul. 

( I have sinned and done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away from thy people. That the.

Lesson ij 
T

HEN said Absalom, If not, I pray thee, let my brother Amnon go with us. And the king said unto him, Why should he go with thee?  But Absalom pressed him, that he let Amnon and all the king's sons go with him. Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon; then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded you? be courageous, and be valiant. And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king's sons arose, and every man gat him up upon his mule, and fled.

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND it came to pass, while they were in the way, that tidings came to David, saying, Absalom hath slain all the king's sons, and there is not one of them left. Then the king arose, and tare his garments, and lay on the earth; and all his servants stood by with their clothes rent. And Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David's brother, answered and said, Let not my lord suppose that they have slain all the young men the king's sons; for Amnon only is dead: for by the appointment of  Absalom  this  hath  been  determined  from  the day that  he forced  his  sister 
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Tamar. Now therefore let not my lord the king take the thing to his heart, to think that all the king's sons are dead: for Amnon only is dead. But Absalom fled.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to t,he prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Sam. 14 

A

ND when the woman of Tekoah spake to the king, she fell on her face to the ground, and did obeisance, and said, Help, O king. And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, I am indeed a widow woman, and mine husband is dead. And thy handmaid had two sons, and they two strove together in the field, and there was none to part them, but the one smote the other, and slew him. And, behold, the whole family is risen against thine handmaid, and they said, Deliver him that smote his brother, that we may kill him, for the life of his brother whom he slew; and we will destroy the heir also: and so they shall quench my coal which is left, and shall not leave to my husband neither name nor remainder upon the earth. 

( Lord, when thy people shall turn again to thee, and shall pray unto thee in this house, * Then hear thou in heaven, O Lord, and deliver them out of the hand of their enemies, 

( If thy people sin against thee, and turn again, and repent, and come and pray unto thee in this house. Then. 

Lesson ij

A

ND the king said, Whosoever saith ought unto thee, bring him to me, and he shall not touch thee any more. Then said she, I pray thee, let the king remember the Lord thy God, that thou wouldest not suffer the revengers of blood to destroy any more, lest they destroy my son. And he said,  As the Lord liveth, there shall not one hair of thy son fall to the earth. Then the woman said, Let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak one word unto my lord the king. And he said, Say on. And the woman said, Wherefore then hast thou thought such a thing against the people of God? for the king doth speak this thing as one which is faulty, in that the king doth not fetch home again his banished. For we must needs die, and are 
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as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; neither doth God respect any person: yet doth he devise means, that his banished be expelled from him.

( It came to pass,when the Lord took up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, * Elisha cried, saying, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

( And as they still went on, and talked, behold a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha cried. 

Lesson iij
A

ND the king said, Is not the hand of Joab with thee in all this? And the woman answered and said, As thy soul livcth, my lord the king, none can turn to the right hand or to the left from ought that my lord the king hath spoken: for thy servant Joab, he bade me, and he put all these words in thc mouth of thine handmaid:  To fetch about this form of speech hath thy servant Joab done this thing: and my lord is wise, according to thc wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things that are in the earth. And the king said unto Joab, Behold now, I have done this thing: go therefore, bring the young man Absalom again. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Sam. 15 

A

ND it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the way of the gate: and it was so, that when any man that had a controversy came to the king for judgment, then Absalom called unto him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee. 

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am 
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not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight.

( For I acknowledge my faults and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij 

A

BSALOM said moreover, Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice! And it was so, that when any man came nigh to him to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed him. And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for judgment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. *  O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.
Lesson iij 

A

ND it came to pass after forty years, that Absalom said unto the king, I pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed unto the Lord, in Hebron. For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur in Syria, sayng; If the Lord shall bring me again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve the Lord. And the king said unto him, Go in peace. So he arose, and went to Hebron. But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be.  Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the second book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    2 Sam. 15 

A

ND there came a messenger to David, saying, The hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom. And David said unto all his servants that were with him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee; for we shall not else escape from Absalom: make speed to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, and bring evil upon us, and smite the 
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city with the edge of the sword. And the king's servants said unto the king, Behold, thy servants are ready to do whatsoever my lord the king shall appoint. 

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all your hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he.
Lesson ij 

A

ND the king went forth, and all his household after him. And the king left ten women, which were concubines, to keep the house. And the king went forth, and all the people after him, and tarried in a place that was far off. And all his servants passed on beside him; and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six hundred men which came after him from Gath, passed on before the king.

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij 

T

HEN said the king to lttai the Gittite, Wherefore goest thou also with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king: for thou art a stranger, and also an exile. Whereas thou camest but yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down with us? seeing I go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy brethren: mercy and truth be with thee.

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the second book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Sam. 16 

A

ND when king David came to Bahurim, behold, thence came out a man of the family of the house of Saul, whose name was  Shimei, the son of Gera: he came forth, and cursed still as he came. And he cast stones at David, and at all the servants  of king David: and all the people and all the mighty men were on his right hand and on his left. And thus said Shimei when he cursed, Come out, come 
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out, thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial : the Lord hath returned upon thee all the blood of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned.

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands, * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand. 

Lesson ij 

T

HEN said Abishai the son of Zeruiah unto the king, Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head. And 

the king said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, because the Lord hath said unto him, Curse David. Who shall then say, Wherefore hast thou done so?

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND David said to Abishai, and to all his servants, Behold, my son, which came forth of my bowels, seeketh my life! how much more now may this Benjamite do it? let him alone, and let him curse; for the Lord hath bidden him. It may be that the Lord will look on mine affliction, and that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this day. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday
From the second book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                     2 Sam. 18 

S

O the people went out into the field against Israel : and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim; where the people of Israel were slain before the servants of 
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David, and there was there a great slaughter that day of twenty thousand men. For the battle was there scattered over the face of all the country: and the wood devoured more people that day than the sword devoured.

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger. * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij

A

ND Absalom met the servants of David. And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and thc earth; and the mule that was under him went away. And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak. And Joab said unto the man that told him, And, behold, thou sawest him, and why didst thou not smite him there to the ground? and I would have given thee ten shekels of silver, and a girdle. And the man said unto Joah, Though I should receive a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet would I not put forth mine hand against the king's son: for in our hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Beware that none touch the young man Absalom. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God.

Lesson iij

T

HEN said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. And ten young men that bare Joab's armour compassed about and smote Absalom, and slew him. And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing after Israel: for Joab held back the people. And they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit in the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones upon him.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 
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( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.
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      Zadok the priest * and Na-than  the prophet anointed Solomon king in Gihon: 
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      and the people     came up rejoicing and said, Let the king  live for   ev-  er. 

Unless the Antiphon for the first Sunday of August is to be inserted: for then the Antiphons and Lessons from the books of Kings are omitted, and those from the books of Solomon are inserted: which is observed also in the following weeks. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                      I Kings 1. 

N

OW king David was old and stricken in years; and they covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat. Wherefore his servants said unto him, Let there be sought for my lord the king a young virgin: and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king may get heat. So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king. And the damsel was very fair, and cherished the king. and ministered to him: but the king knew her not.

( Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 

( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he. 

Lesson ij

T

HEN Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so? He also was a very goodly man; and his mother bare him after Absalom. And he conferred with Joab the son   of  Zeruiah, and  with  Abiathar  the priest:  and  they 
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following Adonijah helped him. But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei and Rei, and the mighty men which belonged to David, were not with Adonijah.

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw or the bear. And anointed. 

Lesson iij

W

HEREFORE Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba thc mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it not? Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. Go and get thee in unto king David, and say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth Adonijah reign? Behold, while thou yet talkest there with the king, I also will come in after thee, and confirm thy words. And Bath-sheba went in unto the king into the chamber.

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Prom the Letter by S. Jerome, Priest to Nepotian.                                     Letter 62

Lesson iv 

D

AVID was seventy years old, and he who had once been a warrior was now frozen with age, and could get no heat. So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts of Israel who might sleep in the king's bosom and warm his aged body. Who is this Shunammite, both wife and virgin, so hot that she could heat the frozen, so holy that she did not rouse to lust him whom she had warmed? Let Solomon the wise explain his father's pleasure, and let the man of peace tell of the warrior's embraces: Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her. and she shall keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace her. She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown or glory she shall deliver to thee. 

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the  
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Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? The hand.

Lesson ij

I

N the aged, nearly all the bodily powers wear out, and wisdom alone increases; all the others decrease: such as fasting, watching, sleeping on the floor, travelling from place to place, entertaining travellers, defending the poor, being instant and persevering In prayer, visiting the sick, manual labour for the providing of alms. And without prolonging my discourse, all those things that are done through the body diminish as the body breaks down. 

( Ye mountains of  Gilboa let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon 

you. * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him 

pass by Gilboa. For there. 

Lesson vj 

I

 DO not mean to say that wisdom, which in many of the aged declines into senility, is lacking in the young or in those of maturer age; that is, in those who by toil and earnest zeal, by holiness of life, and by frequent prayer to the Lord Jesus, do seek after knowledge: but I mean that many who are young in body have a battle to fight, and amidst the incentives to sin and the temptations of the flesh, wisdom is smothered as fire is in green wood, so that its flame cannot leap forth. But when old age comes upon those who have spent their youth in acquiring knowledge and have exercised themselves in the law of the Lord day and night, then they become more learned with age, more skilled through experience, wiser as time goes by, and they reap the most sweet fruit from their former diligence. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was. 

Glory be. And I was. 

( vij. My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 
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( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy. holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Monday

From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                      I Kings 1 

T

HEN king David answered and said, Call me Bath-sheba. And she came into the king's presence, and stood before the king. And the king sware, and said, As the LORD liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all distress, Even as I sware unto thee by the Lord God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day. Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the earth, and did reverence to the king, and said, Let my lord king David live for ever.
( Remember, O Lord, thy covenant, and say unto the destroying Angel: Stay now 

thine hand. * That the land be not utterly laid waste, and that thou destroy not every living soul. 

( I have sinned and done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? Let thine anger, I pray thee, O Lord, be turned away from thy people. * That the. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they came before the king. The king also said unto them, Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon: and let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel: and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon. Then ye shall come up after him, that he may come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my stead. 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij

S

O Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to 
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ride upon king David's mule, and brought him to Gihon. And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people said, God save king Solomon. And all the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them. 

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth be- fore thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling.  Toward this. Glory be. Toward this.

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the third book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                        I Kings 2 

N

OW the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon his son, saying, I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man; and keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself: That the Lord may continue his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel. 

( Lord, when thy people shall turn again to thee, and shall pray unto thee in this house, * Then hear thou in heaven, O Lord, and deliver them out of the hand of their enemies. 

( If thy people sin against thee. and turn again, and repent, and come and pray unto thee in this house. Then. 

Lesson ij

M

OREOVER thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet. Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace. 

( It came to pass, when the Lord took up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, * Elisha cried, saying, My father, my father, the chariots of Israel, and the horsemen thereof.
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( And as they still went on, and talked,behold a chariot of fire,and horses of fire, parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha cried. 

Lesson iij

B

UT shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table: for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother. And, behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed me with a grievous curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the Lord, saying, I will not put thee to death with the sword. Now therefore hold him not guiltless. 

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever.

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies, And I was. Glory be. And I was. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the third book of Kings.

Lesson j                                                                                                       I Kings 3 

A

ND the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked hefore thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great 
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people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 

( O Lord, thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij

A

ND the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; Behold, I have done according to thy words: I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.

( Hearken, O Lord, unto the cry and to the prayer which thy servant prayeth before thee to-day: that thine eyes may be open, and thine ears attent, * Toward this house day and night. 

( Look down from thine high and holy place, O Lord, even from heaven thy dwelling. Toward this. Glory be. Toward this. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the third book of Kings 

Lesson j                                                                                                      I Kings 4 

A

ND Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life. And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal, ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and an hundred sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, and fallow deer, and fatted fowl. For he had dominion over all the region on this side the river, from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on this side the river: and he had peace on all sides round about.

( Prepare your hearts; unto the Lord, and serve him only: * And he will deliver you out of the hands of your enemies. 
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( Return unto him with all you hearts, and put away the strange gods from among you. And he.  

Lesson ij

A

ND Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon. And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen. 

And those officers provided victual for king Solomon, and for all that came unto king Solomon's table, every man in his month: they lacked nothing. Barley also and straw for the horses and dromedaries brought they unto the place where the officers were, every man according to his charge. And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore. 

( God who heareth all hath sent his Angel, and he took me from keeping my  father's sheep: * And anointed me with the oil of his mercy. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear. And anointed.  
Lesson iij

A

ND Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round ahout. And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes. And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom. 

( The Lord that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, * He will deliver me out of the hand of mine enemies. 

( God hath sent forth his mercy and truth: my soul is among lions. He will. Glory be. He will. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                       I Kings 5 

A

ND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the room of his father: for Hiram was ever a 
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lover of David. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying, Thou knowest how that David my father could not build an house unto the name of the Lord his God for the wars which were about him on every side, until the Lord put them under the soles of his feet. But now the Lord my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent.

( Saul hath slain this thousands, and David his ten thousands. * The hand of the Lord was with him: he killed the Philistine, and took away the reproach from Israel. 

( Is not this David: did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands?  The hand. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name of the Lord my God, as the Lord spake unto David my father, saying, Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build an house unto my name. Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy servants: and unto thee will I give hire for thy servants according to all that thou shalt appoint: for thou knowest that there is not among  us any that can skill to hew timber like unto the Sidonians.

( Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, neither let there be rain upon you, * For there are the mighty of Israel fallen. 

( All ye mountains that stand round about, the Lord look upon you, but let him pass by Gilboa. For there.

Lesson iij

A

ND it carne to pass, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed be the Lord this day, which hath given unto David a wise son over this great people. And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have considered the things which thou sentest to me for: and I will do all thy desire concerning timber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir. My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon unto the sea: and I will convey them by sea in floats unto the place that thou shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be discharged there, and thou shalt receive them, and thou shalt accomplish my desire, in giving food for my houshold.

( Thus saith the Lord, I took thee out of thy father's house, from following the sheep, to be shepherd and ruler over my people: * And I was with thee withersoever thou wentest, to establish thy kingdom for ever. 

( And I have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that 
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are in the earth; and I have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies. And I was Glory be. And I was.

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday
From the third book of Kings. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   I Kings 7, 8 

S

O was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the things which David his father had dedicated; even the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, did he put among the treasures of the house of the Lord. Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of  the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which  is the seventh month.

( My sins are many, yea, they are more in number than the sands of the sea; I am 

not worthy to look up toward heaven because of the multitude of my iniquities, for I have provoked thee to anger, * And done this evil in thy sight. 

( For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me; against thee only have I sinned. And done.  

Lesson ij 

A

ND all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark. And they brought up the ark of the Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle, even those did the priests and the Levites bring up. And king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for multitude. And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings of the cherubims. For the cherubims spread forth their two wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the staves thereof above. 

( O Lord,  thou hast hearkened unto the prayer of thy servant, that I might build a temple unto thy Name. * O God of Israel, bless thou and hallow this house for ever. 

( O Lord who keepest covenant with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart. O God. 

Lesson iij 
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