SECOND DAY

within the Octave of S. Scholastica

At Matins, Invitatory and Hymn as on the Feast.

In the first Nocturn

Antiphon. O how wonderful * is the Name of the Lord, by the power of which the blessed Virgin Scholastica was found worthy to obtain so mighty a storm. The ferial Psalms, the  ( & the ( of the same Nocturn, of which is the Absolution.

Blessing  May he bless us.
Sermon of Saint Bede, Priest.                                 On the nativity of S. Scholastica

Lesson j  

S

INCE we are observing the nativity of blessed Scholastica, dearly beloved brethren, it pleases us to introduce something of the life of blessed Benedict into this little work concerning the merits of her life, that the excellence of her sanctity should not be covered by silence. But first let us send prayers to almighty God, who made all things in wisdom, that he himself may vouchsafe to give, since he vouchsafed to say: He that is thirsty, let him come and drink, and: Out of his belly shall flow living waters: that thus we may worthily complete what we have begun, that it may lead to the honour of so great a festivity, and show an increase in your charity. For indeed his sister Scholastica, dedicated to almighty God from the time of her infancy, used to come to him once a year. Firstly, indeed, let us inquire into the virtue of such a name, that prayer may flow fittingly. For Scholastica is derived from school, which is the nourisher of wisdom; and from the same all doctrine of wisdom rises, from the same the pattern of all virtues grows, and every virtue of the mind becomes bold to learn good and evil things, that it may run the way of salvation in right limits, how to despise the perishable things of the world, and not mistakenly take good for evil, evil for good, darkness for light, and light for darkness.

Blessing  May she whose Feast.
Lesson ij

B

UT let us see, what a brother Benedictus can be to such a sister in all things, not only in name, but in deed; not only on earth, but also in heaven. She having become Scholastica not in the school of the philosophers, but of Christ, fleeing the mockeries of the world from infancy, prepared a heavenly Bridegroom for herself; he, on the other hand, from the time of his boyhood distinguishing and breaking off the studies of vices and and worldly litersature at Rome, with an old heart withdrew the foot that he had set in the doorway of the world. O happy land of Nursia, to send such children! For from the golden realm of Canopia they send tyrants; thou offspring worthy of Christ above the  heavens. O happy womb of the 
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mother,  that gave offspring of such lineage to the world, that is, of blessing and wisdom. Truly fertile is that glebe, which receiving the seed, brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold.
Blessing  May the Gospel. 

Lesson iij from the Homily of the Feria with its (
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. The heavens * declare the glory of God, and proclaim the merits of the holy Virgin Scholastica. Ferial Psalms.

Chapter                                                                                                           Cant. 2

M

Y beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone: the flowers appear on the earth; the time oif the singing of the birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; the fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell.

( The Lord hath given me the wings of a dove.

( I shall fly away, and be at rest.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who, to shew forth the way of innocence, didst cause the soul of thy blessed Virgin Scholastica to enter heaven in the appearance of a dove: grant 

unto us through her prayers to live in such innocence; that we may be worthy to attain unto everlasting joys. Through.

At Lauds and throughout the Hours, all as on the day of the Feast. And commemoration is made of the Feria. 

Thus the Office is said throughout the  whole Octave, except for the Antiphons of the Nocturns and the Lessons..

_________________________________________________________________

The twelfth of February

S. CYRIL, BISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA

CONFESSOR AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH. DOUBLE

All from the Common of a Confessor Bishop, expect the following.

In the Hymn Iste Confessor, the thrid line is changed.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.  O Teacher right excellent,* O light of Holy Church, O blessed  Cyril,  lover of the divine law: intercede for us unto the Son of God

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst make blessed Cyril, thy Confessor and Bishop, an invincible defender of the divine Motherhood of the most blessed Virgin 
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Mary: grant, by his intercession; that we, who believe her to be indeed the Mother of God, may be saved through her maternal protection. Through the same.

Then commemoration is made of the Octave of S. Scholastica, and of the Feria in Lent.

In the j. Nocturn, Lessons from the occurrent Scripture: in Lent, He will seek out, for Doctors.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson v 

C

YRIL of Alexandria, whose praises are confirmed by the testimony not of one or two only, but also are celebrated in the acts of the ecumenical Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon, being born of famous parents, and a nephew of Theophilus, Bishop of Alexandria, gave proofs of exceptional genius even as an adolescent. Having been excellently educated in letters and sciences, he went to John, Bishop of Jesusalem, to advance in ehristian faith. Then when he returned to Alexandria, after the death of TheoPhilus he was promoted to his see: in which work he so constasntly kept before him the model of a good pastor as defined by the Apostle, that he deservedly gained the reputation of a most holy leader.

  I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.

Lesson vj 

B

URNING with zeal for the salvation of souls he so applied himself to all cares, that he preserved the flook committed to him in integrity of faith and morals, and defended them from the poisoned pastures of unbelievers and heretics. Hence he agitated to have the followers of Novatus expelled from the city, and the Jews punished according to the laws, who had angrily conspired to slaughter the Christians. But the special keenness of Cyril for the safety of the Catholic Faith appeared against Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople, who was asserting that Jesus Christ was born of Mary as man only and not as God, and that divinity was conferred on him for his merits; and when he had tried in vain to correct him, he denounced him to Pope S. Celestine.

 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand. 

Lesson vij
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W

ITH the delegated authority of Celestine, he presided at the Council of Ephesus, in which the Nestorian heresy was utterly proscribed, Nestorius condemned and deposed from his see, and the Catholic dogma asserted of one divine person in Christ and the divine motherhood of the glorious Virgin Mary: to the applause of all the people, who, moved by incredible joy, escorted the Bishops home with flaming torches. But for this reason Cyril was attacked by Nestorius and his supporters with calumnies, insults and persecutions; which he bore most patiently, so that, caring only for the faith, what ever the hereties prattled or agitated against him, he thought nothing of it. 

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he.

Lesson viij
A

T last, having performed great labours for the Church of God, having published many writings to confute the heathen and the heretics, and to explain the holy scriptures and the catholic dogmas, he had a quiet and peaceful end in the year four hundred and forty-four, in the thirty-second year of his episcopate. ((Leo XIII the Supreme Pontiff extended the Office and Mass of this famous defender of the catholic faith, and light of the Eastern Church, to the  universal Church)) 

( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 
In the iij. Nocturn, Lessons from the Homily of S. Augustine, Bishop, Ye are the salt, on the Gospel Ye are the salt of the earth, from the Common of Doctors, p. xcj . x. In  the midst, p. xcij.
At Lauds commemoration is made of the Octave and the feria in Lent.

__________________________________________________________________

The thirteenth of February

S. GREGORY II

POPE AND CONFESSOR. DOUBLE.

All from the Common except the following.
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In the hymn is said:

                                           Gaining his guerdon on this day receiveth

                                           Honour and praises. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst establish blessed Gregory, thy Confessor and Bishop, as a defender of the faith and an example of apostolic wisdom and steadfastness: grant us, we beseech thee; that bearing all adversities for thy name with an humble heart, we may gain the glory of eternity. Through.

Then commemoration is made of the preceding Octave, and of the Feria.

In the j. Nocturn, Lesson  This is a true saying, or else from the occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson v

G

REGORY, the second of that name, Roman by nation, made by his parents Marcellus and Honesta a monk of the holy Father Benedict  as a child, was remarkable for sanctity, doctrine, eloquence, constancy and zeal for the faith and for ecclesiastical matters. In the pontificate of Sergius he was chaplain and librarian of the Church of Rome. Then he was promoted to the rank of Deacon by Pope Constantine, and went in the retinue of the same Pontiff to Constantinople, and by his erudition satisfied the emperor Justinian who was raising questions about the Trullan canons concerning several points of discipline. After an interregnum of forty days Gregopry succeeded Constantine in the year seven hundred and fourteen, amid the wonderful agreement of all the clergy asnd people.
 I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.

Lesson vj

H

E renewed part of the walls of the City  against the excursions of the Longobards. When the Longobards seized the fort of the Roman Church at Cumæ, he recovered it with the help of the duke and people of Naples. When Luitprand king of the Longobards sought the return of the Cottian Alps, which his predesessor Aripertus had donated to the Roman Church, he admonished him and persuaded him to confirm the gift of them. He repaired several monasteries and basilicas, and settled the worship of God by installing monks in them. After tghe death of Honesta his mother he converted his own house into a monastery and church. He rebuilt the monastery of S. Paul on the Via Ostiensis from its foundations. He restored the monastery at Cassino, which was almost in ruins, and 
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in it the Rule of our holy Father Benedict, which had almost died out, through the holy Abbot Petronax. When a flood of the Tiber devastated and dissipated houses and fields, he checked it by reciting public prayers and Litanies.
 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand. 

Lesson vij

C

ONCERNED to extend the borders of the Church, he ordained the Apostolic man Corbinianus as Bishop to obtain the conversion of the heathen. To the Englishman Boniface, a monk of the holy Father Benedict, a most holy man and later a Martyr, he entrusted the Apostolate to the heathen, called him to Rome and consecrated him Bishop. In order to fulfil all parts of his most vigilant pastorate,  he taught ecclesiatical discipline and Christian morals with excellent laws. He held twin Synods at Rome; one against illegal marriages; the other against the Iconoclasts. He strove with earnest dogmatic letters to remove the Emperor Leo the Isaurian, the destroyer of holy images, from his wicked heresy, showing him all sorts of kind services in vain.  The iconoclast presbyter whom the emperor had intruded into the See of Constantinople, having ejected Saint Germanus, he smote with anathema.

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he.

Lesson viij

L

EO the Isaurian plotted revenge on the most holy Pontiff for his continual watchfulness for the preservation of the Catholic faith, through his exarchs, princes and other servants. But in devout alliance the Romans and the Longobards joined forces for Gregory’s defence and kept him safe from their deceits and insults. And he himself collected a most powerful protection in prayers, fastings, alms and public supplications. But when the emperor could not be cured by any further remedy, he punished him with a dire anathema, and forming an alliance with the Franks, he forbade the inhabitants of the West to pay him the customary tribute, and the Exarch to to exact new taxes. Finally, having admirably done everything so as to be equal to the greatest of his predecessors, the blessed Pontiff went up to heaven on the thriteenth of February, in the year of Christ seven
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 humdred and thirty-one, having been in his See for sixteen years, eight months and twenty days.

( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 
In the iij. Nocturn Homily on the Gospel  Watch.

Lesson xij from the Homilyof the Feria with its ( In Lauds, commemoration of the Octave and of the Feria.

In ij Vespers On Magnificat, Antiphon. While he was High Priest, * he feared not earthly things, but went gloriously  into the heavenly kingdom.

And commemoration is made of the Octave of  S. Scholastica, and of the Feria, and of S. Valentine, Martyr..

This saint  strove unto death for the law of his God, and feared not  the words of the ungodly: for he was founded upon a firm rock. 
( Thou hast crowned him with glory and worship, O Lord.

( Thou hast made him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.
. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who observe the birthday of blessed Valentine thy Martyr; may by his intercession be delivered from all evils that beset us. Through.  
__________________________________________________________________

The fourteenth of February

FIFTH DAY
within the Octave of S. Scholastica.

In the first Nocturn

Antiphon.  She received *  a blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from God her Saviour. 
Ferial Psalms.

From the Sermon of the venerable Bede, Priest. 

Lesson j.
O

NE day she came as was her custom, and to her came down her venerable  brother with some disciples. For she came according to custom, since she approached from good habit of mind, and not from false faith. How the holy man approached, how the holy man came, how devoutly he ran, who ran more in mental love to Christ, than with devotion of feet to a brother! For he himself says: If any man shall do the will of my Father who is in heaven, the same is my 
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brother, and sister, and mother. With what devotion the virgin Scholastica runs, let the Psalmist say: Like as the hart desireth the water-springs, so longeth my soul after thee, O God. But why the Psalmist metaphorically mentions the hart, that the soul runs to God as the hart to the spring, is not empty of mysteries. For why does only the hart, and not the dove, turtledove, and sparrow  seek the spring? But the hart and dove resort to the river of the fountain in diferent ways.

Lesson ij

H

E descends by the running of feet, she with aerial flight: he runs to the waters, exhausted from frequent pursuit by the hunters’ art: but she is accustomed to approach untired. Which if we are willing to consider mystically,  

The invisible soul has the form of a visible animal, whereby in one exhausting race he comes to an earthly spring, she to a heavenly; he tired by barking dogs, she pursued by evil spirits: wherefore it is right to run to that spring, which is the well of Jacob, from which a vein of springing water wells up to life eternal.
Lesson iij from the Homily of the Feria.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon 4. Thou hast loved * righteousness and hated iniquity, wherefore God hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness.  

Ferial Psalms.
In Lauds, Commemoration of the Feria and of S. Valentine.

 Antiphon.   He that hateth his life * in this world shall keep it unto   life  eternal
( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who observe the birthday of blessed Valentine thy Martyr; may by his intercession be delivered from all evils that beset us. Through.  
In Vespers Commemoration of SS. Faustinus & Jovita, Martyrs. 

Antiphon. For  theirs is the kingdom of heaven, * who despised worldly living:  who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes  in the blood of the Lamb.  

(. Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. 

(. And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

COLLECT

O

GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of thy holy martyrs Faustinus and Jovita: mercifully grant; that as we rejoice in their merits, so 
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we may be kindled by their example. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

. The fifteenth of February

SIXTH DAY
within the Octave of S. Scholastica
In the first Nocturn

Antiphon. The rivers of the flood * shall make glad Scholastica, the bride of God.  

Ferial Psalms 

From the Sermon of the venerable Bede, Priest.                                              

Lesson j

A

ND they spent the whole day in praise of God and sacred conversation, and when the shades of night came on, they dined together. Blessed is the sight of such relatives, having before their eyes the precept of the Lord:  Seek ye first the kngdom of God, and all these things shall be added unto you. Blessed are such dishes, on which are placed the bread of Angels rather than that of men,  and where the mind is fed rather than the belly. For here food is laid, which can please the heavenly table; but there nourishment remains, which hunger of the body sends. And blessed is the speech that is propelled by divine praise for the space of a whole day, and in which from first light to sunset most holy expressions are alternately exchanged.

Lesson ij

A

ND when they sat so long, and the hour became later amidst their sacred conversation, the same holy woman his sister asked him, saying: I beseech thee, not to desert me this night, that we may say something of the  joys of celestial life until morning. They sit at table, they eat food, with the same teeth they ruminate the bread of charity and holy speech, that earthly and heavenly bread might be broken by the  one mouth. For the belly was full of food, and the mind fasting from the word of salvation: therefore as if hungry she asks that he agreeably satisfy her mind with heavenly foods until dawn, so that he who had been a teacher by daylight, might be made a master teacher  amidst the darkness. And he answered  her: What is it that you say, sister? I can in no wise remain out of my cell. Behold the brother interrogates the sister, the master the disciple, the holy man the holy woman, as if not knowing what the sister has said. But that inquiry was more of one angry than of one asking, as the Father had well heard what the sister had asked. As if he were saying: It is not good that thou askest, that I remain out of my cell against my custom, which I can in no wise satisfy.

Lesson iij from the Homily of the Feria.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
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Antiphon. Surround * Scholastica, and tell forth her virtues. 
Ferial Psalms

In Lauds Commemoration of  SS. Faustinus & Jovita, Martyrs.

Antiphon.  The very hairs of your head *  are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory.  ( Let them rejoice in their beds.

 COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of thy holy martyrs Faustinus and Jovita: mercifully grant; that as we rejoice in their merits, so we may be kindled by their example. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

The sixteenth of February

SEVENTH DAY
within the Octave of S. Scholastica
In the first Nocturn

Antiphon. The Lord * shewed loving-kindness unto Scholastica, and the land gave forth its increase

Ferial Psalms

From the Sermon of the venerable Bede, Priest.

Lesson j

B

UT the holy woman, when she had heard her brother’s words of refusal,  joined her hands at the fingers and placed them upon the table, and bowed her head on her hands to pray to almighty God. Say, blessed virgin, whose school taught thee to maintain thine opinion against thy teacher?  Does he not say: every disciple  shall be perfect , if he be as his master?  And thou not only foldest thine hands, but even joinest the fingers? The Lord says in the Gospel: But thou when thou prayest, enter into thy closet and with closed door pray to thy Father:  and thou, sitting at dinner, pourest forth prayers and tears before human eyes? But how praiseworthy are thy deeds, O most holy of women! What dost thou do in thy closet, when thou dost such things under a clear sky?  How beautiful thy folded hands remain, on which thou dost bow thine head and dost pour out rain with heavenly weeping! But what head, let the Apostle say: The head of the woman is the man, the head of the man is God. For of what man, unless  of him, of whom the Prophet says:  The man, Orient is his name! Behold him, who for the salvation of all inclined his head on the cross and gave up his spirit, now bows his head in thine hands, that he might pour down from the stars the secret of his mystery which thou dost seek with thy mind. Thou who hast done so great a miracle with joined fingers, what wouldst thou do if thou hadst extended thy palms at prayers?  
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Lesson ij

A

ND when she raised her head from the table, such power of lightning and thunder, and such a flood of rain burst forth, that neither the venerable Benedict, nor the brethren who were with him, could take a step outside the bounds of the place where they sat. What a new miracle, to be proclaimed with praise in the world and in all ages! Where there was no trace of a cloud, all the air resounds with clamour: and heavy thunders sound, where there was no breath of wind. For one fount of the eyes both flooded the table with tears, and the sky the fields with rain. Holy charity now stands fixed, the brothers’ feet stand still: what the sister asks, the brother's love does not deny:  grant, O Father, holy conversations all night, willy-nilly. Behold fulfilled that precept of the Lord, she asks that she may receive, she seeks that she may find, she knocks that it may be opened unto her.  What she asks, let her say: that we may speak something of the joys of heavenly life until morning. For thou didst come down to meet her, to offer these gifts:  complete what thou hast begun. For the reward consists not in the beginning of good works, but in the end. Therefore the Lord has poured rain from above, so that thou shouldest not refuse a stream of preaching. Truly she does not ask a passing service, but obtains the riches of the heavenly kingdom.

Lesson iij from the Homily of the Feria.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. All my fresh springs * shall be in thee, O blessed Mother Scholastica.

Ferial Psalms

In Lauds, commemoration of the Feria.
At Vespers, all as noted above in j. Vespers of the Feast.

__________________________________________________________________

The seventeenth of February

ON THE OCTAVE OF S. SCHOLASTICA, VIRGIN
DOUBLE

All as on the feast, except the following. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Sermon of the venerable Bede, Priest. 
Lesson v

W

HY dost thou ask, O Man of God, what thy sister has done? Dost thou not discern what she herself has done?  Dost thou not see the raindrops? Dost thou not hear the loud roars of the sky? Dost thou not feel the radiant miracles, the stream of signs, the shaking of the foundations of the house, and dost thou say: What hast thou done? Has she not done this, which rather thy holy refusal has done, for if thou hadst not refused, the miracle would not have happened. Christ,
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the lover of piety, has brought this about. For he delayed hearing the prayers of the Canaanite woman who asked him, to make her faith more acute, so as to give the children’s bread to the little dog who asked for crumbs. But she who then came as a stranger from the borders, is no longer a stranger from her dealing with Christ: but she is called of the lineage of Christ, is worthy with the glorious Virgin Mary to hear: She hath chosen the best part. And why, O Father, dost thou say sadly: almighty God forgive thee, sister: what is it that thou hast done?

( One day  she came according to her custom, and her venerable brother went to her with his monks. * All day long they spent in praising God, and then they ate food. 

(. Behold how good and joyful a thing it is, brethren, to dwell together in unity. All day. 

Lesson vj

A

ND she answers him: Behold I asked thee, and thou woulest not hear me; I asked my Lord, and he heard me. That is to say, I indeed asked thee as a brother, but thou wouldest not listen as a sibling. I was hoping that thou wouldest be  mindful of the womb of our mother, of the pain of birth, of the breasts of milk, by which our infancy was once nourished. But thou wouldest not hear me, and rather hastened to the brethren who are related to thee only by the love of Christ, of whom thou knowest not from what outposts the world sends them to thy dwelling. Therefore I asked my Lord, and he heard me. Thou didst not consider that one father of both assembled our limbs, thou didst not discern that we had one dwelling within the walls of the womb: and so I betook myself to that Father, who gave us life, who bestowed earthly things and, did not deny heavenly things. Only therefore, if thou canst, go out; dismiss me and return to the monastery. And why, Father, art thou tired? Is this not a monastery, where thou art, who art head of all monsteries, and teacher of all monks, since it is not the place that sanctifies the man, but the man the place? 
( And when after shedding abundance of tears, she raised her head, lightning and thunder burst forth in a marvellous way. * Hence the venerable Benedict and his com panions spent the whole night in praising God. 

( So powerful were the tears of the blessed nun that they turned the clear sky to rain. Hence the. 

Lesson vij 

B

EHOLD now new spiritual joys arise, since he who formerly refused, has now become a heavenly providor: and they sate themselves in exchanging 
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heavenly conversation, who before were divided in heart. How many are thy miracles, almighty God! For thou hast willed and made all good things, and there is none who may resist the majesty of thy power. Therefore the heavens praise thee,  the sky, the earth, sea and all that are therein: for thou ever renewest thy signs and wonders, that the whole world may acknowledge that thou art its redeemer. Do thou now kndly give devout Father Benedict a way to return toi his cell, restrain the river of the skies, remove the raindrops, give a serene sun,that he who came joyfully may return rejoicing: that at the same time his sister farewelling her brother may return home, that at the same time they may return to their homes rejoicing and exulting in thy gift. It follows: concerning that I said that he willed something but could not do it; for if we consider the mind of so venerable a man, there is no doubt that he wanted the same calmness to remain, in whichhe had come down: but contrary to what he wanted, he found a miracle in the power of almighty God from a female breast. Nor is it surprising, that the woman who had long desired to see her brother, on the same occasion should prevail more than he:  because, according to John’s saying, God is love; so indeed in a just judgment she was able to do more, who loved more.  

( The Lord gave her her heart's desire. * From the Lord she obtained what she could not obtain from her brother. 

( The Lord is good to all them that hope in him and to the soul that seeketh him. From the. 

Lesson viij
A

ND when on the next day the same venerable woman returned to her own cell, the Man of God went back to the monastery: And when he was in his cell on the third day, he lifted his eyes to the sky and saw the soul of his same sister, leaving her body and entering the hidden places of heaven in the form of a dove. How happy are the eyes that can behold blessed souls, which can discern spiiritual things with carnal sight!  These eyes do not lie together in the base of the forehead, but inwardly shine at the windows of the heart, of which he says: Who are these who fly like clouds, and like doves at thy windows? Behold now, O Father Benedict, this dove flies  to the windows of thy heart, that passing through them it may bring thy sister’s soul to that gate of heaven: that she might become the bringer of so great a soul, which was once the bird bringing peace back to the ark. What a happy bird adorned with such mysteries, which was worthy even to carry the Spirit down upon Christ the Lord! She who often attends the good pleasure of the eternal King, the  golden back reflecting the accustomed silver wings, bringing news to Paradise. Of her in the Song of Songs he says: Arise. My love, my spouse, and come,: my dove in the clefts of the rock, in the cavern of the wall.  
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( Whilst the Bridegroom tarried. Scholastica mourned, saying: * O that I had wings like a dove, for then would I flee away and be at rest. 

( So my beloved said unto me: Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. O that. Glory be. O that. 
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon. The Lord * adorned Scholastica as a bride with a crown, and decked her with his jewels. Canticle Obaudite,  cxxxvj
( God hath chosen her and preferred her. 

(He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson ix                                                                                                         Ch. 13

A

T that time: Jesus spake this parable unto his disciples: The kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field.  And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                      Homily 11 on the Gospels
T

HE kingdom of heaven is here likened unto earthly things, beloved brethren, so that, from those things that it has recognized, the mind might rise to things unknown, which it did not recognize. Moreover, from visible things it can take flight to invisible ones, and can be kindled by contact with the things of everyday life; and from those things which are notably estimable, it may love things which are unfamiliar. Behold then, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which, when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof, goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

( Holy Benedict three days later, in his cell, lifted up his eyes to heaven; and saw the soul of his sister already gone forth from the body * Ascend into the secret places of heaven in the likeness of a dove. 

( Rejoicing with her in her glory so great, he gave thanks to Almighty God in hymns of praise, and announced her passing to the brethren. Ascend into. 

Blessing  May he bless us.

Lesson x
N

OW it must be observed that when he had found the treasure, he hid it, for the sake of keeping it; he who has an eager longing for the kingdom will not be able to guard it against evil spirits, unless he hides it from the praises of men. In this present life we are, as it were, wayfarers as we journey towards our fatherland. And these evil spirits are, figuratively speaking, brigands who lie in ambush by the roadside. He  who vaunts his treasure  as he goes along  is asking for robbery. 
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( The soul of Scholastica appeared in the likeness of a dove: her brother's heart rejoiced greatly with hymns of  praise. * Blessed be such a going forth, and still more blessed such an entering in. 

( Father Benedict remained overflowing with heavenly joy. Blessed be.

Blessing May she whose Feast.

Lesson xj

T

HIS  I say then, not that our neighbours should not see our good works, since it is written, Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven; but that we should not seek  applause for the things that we do. Let the work, then, be manifest, but let the intention remain hidden; thus we may set an example to our neighbours by our good deed, and yet always cherish in secret our desire and intention of pleasing God alone.  
( The soul of Scholastica went forth like a dove from the ark of her body, bearing an olive branch, the symbol of peace and grace. *  She flew into heaven. 

( When she found no place where she could rest her foot.  She flew. 

Lesson xij, with its (,  of the Feria, and commemoration of the same in Lauds.

Vespers from the Chapter of the following, commemorations as below.

__________________________________________________________________

The eighteenth of February

S. Helladius

Bishop and Confessor

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst give blessed Helladius unto thy people to be a minister of everlasting salvation: grant, we beseech thee, that as he was a follower of thy commandments on earth, so he may vouchsafe to be always our advocate in heaven. Through. 

And Commemoration is made of the Octave of S. Scholastica. Antiphon, ( and Collect, as on the Feast.

Then of the Feria and of  S. Simeon, Bishop and Martyr.

Antiphon. This saint  *  strove unto death for the law of his God, and feared not  the words of the ungodly: for he was founded upon a firm rock. 
( Thou hast crowned him with glory and worship, O Lord.

( Thou hast made him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.
COLLECT
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A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Simeon thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through. 

In the j. Nocturn Lessons This is a true saying, otherwise from the occurrent Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S Ildephonsus, Bishop 

Lesson v

H

ELLADIUS, a Bishop, took possession of his see after Aurasius. While he was an outstanding ruler of the royal palace and the state, he fulfilled the vow and work of a monk under a secular habit. For when he came on the way for business discussions to my monastery (I call it Agali), where I was in charge of the monks, which is both surprising and well known to all for the service of God and the dignity of perpetual visible sanctity; leaving aside the pomp of his retainers and of secular dignity, he so engaged with the  private concerns of the monks, that he joined their band in carrying bundles of  stalks to the oven.    

 I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.

Lesson vj

A

ND since amid the dignity and luxury of the world he both loved and sought out the hidden things of solitude, he quickly fled and left all that he knew of the world, he  went to the holy monastery which he had often desired to visit: and came to remain by the habit of his chosen desire. Being made a monk there, he dutifully led the life of the monks as much in merits as in holy studies. And he greatly enriched the state of the common life of the monastery. 

 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand. 

Lesson vij

A

FTER this,  almost in his decline,  with tired limbs,  he was called to the  high  rank of the Episcopate, and since he was called, being both overcome and reluctant he gave there a greater example of virtue than as a monk: for the state of the world, which he despised with great strength, he is said to have ruled 
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with discretion. He is said to have conferred many compassions and alms so freely upon the needy, as if  that you would think  that the limbs of the poor depended and their bowels were cherished from his own stomach.  

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he.

Lesson viij

H

E refused to write: since what was to be written, the daily page of work  showed  He made me light in the last time of his life, returning to the monastery which he remembered. He died an old man: he held holy rule for eighteen years in the times of kings Sisibutus, Suntillanus, and the early years of Sisenandus. He was blessed of manner. And after blessed glory, full of age, he merited to obtain the good things of the heavenly kingdom. Thus far Saint Ildephonsus. And he died in the year of Christ six hundred and twenty-four.

( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 
In the iij. Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel  Ye are the salt, from the Common of Doctors.   ( x. Let your loins. 

Lesson xij of the Feria, and commemoration thereof,  but of S. Simeon in Lauds.

Antiphon.   He that hateth his life * in this world shall keep it unto   life  eternal.

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

Collect as below.

_________________________________________________________________

1711:  

                                 The eighteenth of February
S. Simeon, Bishop and Martyr

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Sineon thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through. 

If it does not fall after AshWednesday 
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Lesson iij 

S

IMEON, the son of Cleophas, was ordained the next Bishop of Jerusalem after James, and under the Emperor Trajan was accused to the governor Atticus of being a christian and a relative of Christ. For all were being arrested at that time, whoever had come from the family of David. So he was tormented with many tortures, and subjected to the same form of passion that our Saviour underwent, while all wondered, that a man advanced in years (for he was a hundred and twenty years old) should bear bravely and constantly the most bitter pains of the cross. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY - SECOND OF FEBRUARY

THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER AT ANTIOCH

DOUBLE
The Office is said as above in the Chair at Rome,  January 18, except the Lessons of  the ij. & iij. Nocturn and omitting the  commemoration of S. Prisca.. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Sermon of S.Augustine,Bishop. 

Lesson v                                                                             Sermon 15 on the Saints

T

HE institution of today's solemnity received the name of Chair from our forefathers, because Peter, the first of the Apostles, is said to have received his Episcopal Chair today. Rightly therefore do the Churches observe the birthday of that Seat, which the Apostle received for the salvation of the Churches, as the Lort said: Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church.

( Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, O Prince of the Apostles, and unto thee hath God given all the kingdoms of the world: * And therefore unto thee were given the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And therefore.

Lesson vj 

A

ND so the Lord named Peter as the foundation of the Church: and therefore rightly the Church honours this foundation, upon which the high building of the Church rises up. Wherefore appropriately does the Psalm say, which has been read: Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people: and praise him in the seat of the elders. 

( Peter, I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; * And when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 
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( Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And when. 

Lesson vij

B

LESSED be God, who has commanded the blessed Apostle Peter to be exalted in the Church; for it is meet, that this foundation should be honoured in the Church, by which it rises to heaven. In keeping today the birthday of this Chair, the office of priesthood is honoured. The Churches pay one another this tribute, for the more the priestly office is honoured, the more dignity the Church has. 

( Peter, lovest thou me? Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. * Feed my sheep. 

( Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. Feed my.

Lesson viij 
S

INCE religious observance has rightly introduced this solemnity into the Churches, I wonder why such a pernicious error has crept in amonst some unbelievers, that they place food and wine upon the tombs of the dead, as if souls departed from the body were in need of bodily food.

( Loose the fetters of earth, O Peter, at the command of God. * Thou who dost open the kingdom of heaven to the blessed. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Thou who. Glory be. Thou who. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson ix                                                                                            Ch. 16, 13-l9
A

T that time: Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi and asked his disciples, saying: Whom do men say that I, the Son of man, am? And the rest. 

Homily by Saint Leo, Pope.         Sermon 3 on the anniversary of his own election 

T

HE Lord asked the apostles, what men thought of him; and as long as they were expressing the obscure opinions of men, there was one common reply from them all. But when he asked what they themselves thought, he who was first in apostolic dignity was first to confess the Lord. And when he had said: Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus answered him: Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. That is: You are, therefore, blessed, because my Father has taught you; 
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earthly opinion has not deceived you, but heavenly inspiration has instructed you; and not flesh and blood, but he, whose only- begotten Son I am, has revealed me to you.

( Jesus asked his disciples, saying: Whom do men say that I the son of man am? Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. * And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church. 

( Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I.

Lesson x 

A

ND I say also unto thee, he says; that is: As my Father has manifested to you my divinity, so I make known to you your excellence. That thou art Peter; that is: As I am the invulnerable rock, the cornerstone, who make both one, I the foundation beside which there can be laid no other, so you too are a rock, in my strength made hard, and I share with you the powers which are proper to me. 

( The Lord chose thee for a priest unto himself, * To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. 

( Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the most high. To offer.

Lesson xj

A

ND upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it; Upon this strength, he says, I will construct an eternal temple; and my Church which is to rise to the height of heaven, shall be founded upon the firmness of this faith. Against this confession the gates of hell shall never prevail, and the chains of death shall not take hold upon it, for these words are the words of life. Those who confess him, he raises to heaven;t hose who deny him, he buries in hell. And so he says to the most blessed Peter: I will give thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

(  He who did deliver the keys and the care of the flock, *  He who did commit the government of heaven and earth unto Peter, to open that which was shut, and to loose that which was bound. 

(  May he be pleased to loose our fetters through his servant.  He who.

¶ If this Feast, before Lent, shall come on a Saturday, or be transferred to a Monday, and it be not Leap Year, the xij. Lesson is read from the Homily of the Vigil of S. Mathias, with ( j of the Season, and commemoration is made of it in 
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Lauds after the commemoration of  S. Paul. But after Ash Wednesday the xij. Lesson will be of the Homily of the occurrent Feria, with its j. (, and commemoration of it in Lauds, and nothing is said of the Vigil except in the Mass.

Lesson xij 
T

HIS power, indeed, has also passed to the other apostles, and the institution of this decree has come down to all the princes of the Churoh: but it is not in vain that what is intended for all should be commended to one. For it is entrusted especnally to Peter, because Peter is set before all the rulers of the Church as an example. Therefore, the privilege of Peter remains wherever judgment is given according to his justice. Nor is there too much severity remission, when nothing will be bound or loosed, except what blessed Peter shall have bound or loosed. 

( Blessed art thou, Simon bar Jonah: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven,  *  Saith the Lord.

(And I say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I shall build my Church.  Saith. Glory be  Saith.

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew        Ch. 16. 13-19 

A

T that time: When Jesus came into the coasts of Cæsarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus an- swered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- Jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth  shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-third,  OR  Twenty-fourth of February in Leap Year

On the Vigil of S. Mathias the Apostle

If it comes before Ash Wednesday,  three Lessons are read from the Homily on the Gospel, This is my commandment, in the Common of Apostles ,  p.  j. But if it come in Lent, nothing is said of the Vigil, except in the Mass. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that the venerable solemnity of blessed Mathias thine Apostle, which we here prevent, may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through. 
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THE TWENTY-FOURTH

or in Leap Year

THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF FEBRUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S. MATHIAS, APOSTLE

DOUBLE

All from the Common of Apostles, except the Collect and Lessons. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who didst join blessed Matthias to the college of thine Apostles: grant, we beseech thee; that through his mediation we may ever perceive thy tender mercy towards us. Through. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Acts of the Apostles 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 5-26

I

N those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,) Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake bcfore concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. 

( Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves, saith the Lord: * Be ye therefore wise as  serpents and harmless as doves. 

( While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. * Be ye therefore.
Lesson ij
N

OW this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And  it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as the field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishopric let another take. 

( Take my yoke upon you, you, saith the Lord, And learn of me. for I am meek. and lowly in heart. * For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

( And ye shall find rest  unto your souls. For my.

Lesson iij 
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W

HEREFORE of the men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias.

( When ye stand before kings and governors, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: * For it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.

( For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father. which speaketh in you. For it shall.

Lesson iv
A

ND they prayed, and said. Thou, Lord. which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, that he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

(. They were found without blemish before the Lord,  and from each other they were not divided. *  They drank the cup of the Lord, and were made the friends of God.

( Their flesh they gave up unto torment for God's sake; now are they crowned and received palms. They drank. Glory be.  They drank.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lessons from the Exposition by S. Augustine Her foundations as in the Common of Apostles in the 2nd place.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson ix                                                                                                         Ch. 11

A

T that time: Jesus  answered and said: I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                                            Sermon 69
C

OME unto me, all ye that labour. Now, why do we all labour, except that we are weak, frail, mortal men. bearing earthen vessels that oppress one another? 

But if these vessels of the flesh be oppressive, yet may the expanse of love lie wide open. Why does he say. Come unto me, all ye that labour, except to give us rest from labour? His promise is clear; for since he called those who were labouring, they might have asked him to what reward they were being summoned. He says, And I will give you rest. 
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( These are they * who,while yet they lived in the flesh, planted the Church in their own blood. They drank of the Lord's cup,and became the friends of God. 

( Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. They drank. 

Lesson x

T

AKE my yoke upon you, and learn of me, not to build the world, not to create all things visible and invisible, not to work miracles in this world, and to raise the dead; but, That I am meek and lowly in heart. Do you want to be great? Then begin by being least. Are you planning to raise a great building to the heavens? Then first plan the foundations in humility.
( These men are Saints, whom the Lord hath chosen in love unfeigned, and hath given them everlasting glory. * By whose teaching the Church is illumined, as the moon by the light of the sun.

( The Saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness. By whose.

Lesson xj 
H

E who would layout and construct a massive building, the greater the edifice is to be, the deeper does he sink the foundations. And when the structure is built, it rises heavenwards; but he who sinks the foundations digs deep into the earth. The building, therefore, is lowered before it is built up, and after this low beginning, its pinnacle arises. 

(  Who are these which fly as a cloud, * And as the doves to their windows? 

( Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. And as the doves.

If this Feast shall come after Ash Wednesday, the xij Lesson is read from the Homily of the occurring Feria, with j. ( of the same, and commemoration is made of it. 
Lesson xij 

W

HAT is this pinnacle that we raise on the building that is being constructed? Where is its summit to reach? I hasten to answer, Even unto the vision of God. Behold, how high and great a thing it is to see God! He who desires this will understand both what I say, and what he hears. We have been promised the vision of God, the true God. the great God. This indeed is good: to see the All-seeing. Now they who worship false gods can see them easily, but they see those gods that have eyes and see not. But unto us is promised the sight of the Ever-living and All-seeing God. 
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 ( There is neither speech, nor language, but their voices are heard among them. * Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. 

( Exceedingly honoured are thy friends, O God: firmly stablished is their princedom. Their sound. Glory be. Their sound. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson ix                                                                                                         Ch. 11

A

T that time: Jesus  answered and said: I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.   Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whom soever the Son will reveal him. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who didst join blessed Matthias to the college of thine Apostles: grant, we beseech thee; that through his mediation we may ever perceive thy tender mercy towards us. Through. 

At Lauds, & the other Hours, all from the Common of Apostles. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

(1884:

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH

or in Leap Year

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH OF FEBRUARY

 S.  LEANDER, BISHOP, CONFESSOR

AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

DOUBLE

All from the Common of a Confessor Bishop except the following.

In both Vespers on Magnificat, Antiphon. O Teacher right excellent,* O light of Holy Church, O blessed  N. ,  lover of the divine law: intercede for us unto the Son of God. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who didst repel the Arian depravity from Spain by the doctrine and merits of blessed Leander, thy Confessor and Bishop: grant unto thy people;  that by his intercession we may be kept free from the stain  of all errors and vices. Through.
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And commemoration is made of the Feria.

In the j. Nocturn Lessons He will seek out.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

L

EANDER, Archbishop of  Seville, was the son of  the famous  Severianus and of Theodora. He had as brothers Isidore Archbishop of Seville, and Fulgentius Bishop of Carthagena, outstanding in teaching and sanctity, and Florentia, (whom others call Florentina) a most religious virgin, all of whom :he himself being the eldest had instructed most correctly in all virtue and observance of discipline; for from tender years there shone forth from him the purity of a most chaste life  and gravity of morals, which his incomparabl;e teaching of divine and human literature illustrated. As heretical fury was sliding at that time under the Visigoth princes among the servants of God, had introduced the Arian impiety to Spain with their empire, and were vexing its Churches pitifully, being disgusted by the public calamity he went into religious seclusion, in order therein to serve God in a more holy manner under the Rule of saint Benedict, and carry out pious studies and meditations. But God did not want the brightest lapm to be hidden in darkness, but from the peak of the Church to enlighten all Spain; for at the demand of the clergy and people,  he was taken from the monastery and made Archbishop of  Seville. 

 I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast.
 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.

Lesson vj

H

E  governed the Church he had received with all care and solicitude: and as an expert steersman he kept the ship always safe in the midst of storms and unharmed from all error of impiety. He corrected the morals of the clergy and people; the solemn offices of the Church, the hymnody, the rites and prayers of the holy Mass, which all Spain used at that time, he ordered and increased: he gave  precepts to monbks and holy virgins. Having this settled matters, he set out for Constantinople as Legate of the Visigoths concerning the faith; where because of his excellent religion and doctrine he was highly eseeemed by many, especially Saint Gregory, then apocrisiarius of the Roman Pontiff, with whom his great need and familiarity interceded already from there, and from whom when he was afterwards recalled to the  Roman See, himself received back in his own Church frequent letters, and those full of benevolence, and the ornament of the pallium and moral Commentaries on Job composed at his own request.
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 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vij

B

UT when Hermengild, son of Leovigild the king, was converted by Leander’s  sermons, confirmed his confession of faith by the glorious shedding of his blood, the father, inflamed with new fury, deprived the Churches of supplies and pastors, punished with exile first Leander ( whose authority was greater in propagating religion) and other Bishops, nevertheless in the same exile he did not cease to dispute freely with the enemies of the faith, publishing most learned books by which he confuted their perfidy.

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he

Lesson viij

A

T last the hoped-for serenity  shone forth on the Church after that storm; for the king, when he had fallen into sickness, death being near, and having returned to a better mind, ordered Leander with the other Bishops to be recalled from exile, and gave his son Richard into his care, and commanded his son also to restore the Churches, and to obey Leander’s counsels in everything. The father died soon after, and the devout Richard faithfully fulfilled whatever he had commanded.And with Leander’s teaching the Goths were converted to the faith, andf th Bishops of Spain assembled the Synod of Toledo, in which the holy Doictor was congratulated in the most elegant agreement of the Fathers on the conversion of the nation, and arranged the adoption of many things to promote the faith and the discipline of the Church, then in that Synod, and later in another which hje celebrated in Seville. Finally, having restored religion and confirmed the peace of the Church, being now over eighty, when he had ruled the Church in a most holy manner for forty years and more,  on the twenty-seventh of February he went to the Lord.He was buried in the Basilica of the holy virgins Justa and Ruffina: later his body was translated to the Church in Seville.

( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 
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In the iij. Nocturn Homily on the Gospel Ye are the salt, ( x. In the midst.

Lesson xij from the Homily of the Feria, with its ( and commemoration thereof in Lauds.
____________________________________

FEASTS OF MARCH
On the first unimpeded day is said the Office of the Dead.

____________________________________
THE FIRST OF MARCH

S. RUDESIND, BISHOP AND CONFESSOR

DOUBLE

All from the Common except the following.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, O Lord, to us thy servants through thy holy Confessor and Bishop Rudesind, glorious in merit, that by his devout intercession we may ever be protected from all enemies. Through.

Commemoration of the Feria.

In the j. Nocturn Lesson This is a true saying, otherwise from the occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

R

UDESIND,  a Galician, son of parents of royal family Guterius and Ilduara, showed his future character clearly in his conception. For as Ilduara had time for many vast almsgivings to the poor, for prayers and tears, she was foretold by an Angel, that she would conceive a son, both would be of great merit before God, and of a special name for holiness before men. So on the day before the solemnity of the holy Martyrs Facundus and Primitivus she brought forth Rudesind, which day on that account was always holy and festive for them, as long as they lived.  

 I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast.
 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.

Lesson vj
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F

OR this cause  Ilduara built a Church in honour of the Archangel Michael in the place where she had been informed by the Angel that she would conceive. And so Rudesind meditating on the law of the Lord from very childhood, in a short time grew into a very Apostolic man. Therefore he was elected Bishop by the clergy of the Church of Mondonedo which is united to that of  Bracharus, with the great agreement of all, the king and the princes rejoicing with admiration, for the holiness and learning of Rudesind was known to them.. 

 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vij

S

O being made ruler at Mondonedo, he shone with many virtues. Besides his other gifts. He was certainly splendid in gwenerous alms to the poor, in restoring Churches that had fallen down or were threatened with ruin, and in building new ones, and in the moswt frequent preaching of the Gospel. Then he was taken to the See of  Mindunia and Iria, where at that time the body of the Apostle James was buried,  he presided daily over the Christian people with great fruit. Finally he founded a notable community of monks on his own extensiive and opulant property which had come to him in his parents’ will.

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he

Lesson viij

T

HE name of the monastery, Celanova, is even today highly regarded for religion and the august building, in which he led the monastic life for some years under the Rule of blessed Benedict, and went to the Lord on the first of March, producing many miracles in his life and after his death. His body lies to this day in the same monastery, and always receives very frequent visits especially by those from Galicia and Lusitania.  Saint Rudesind was glorified in the year of the Lord nine hundred and thirty or thereafter, (( and Celestine III, when he was in minor orders, raised him from the earth, and then when he had been made Pope enrolled him in the catalogue of the saints, in the year of salvation eleven hundred and ninety-six. ))
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( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 

( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 
In the iij. Nocturn Homily on the Gospel Let your loins, from the Common of  a Confessor not a Bishop, with  ((  from the Common of a Confessor Bishop.

Lesson xij with its ( of the Feria, and commemoration of the same in Lauds.

Vespers from the Chapter of the following, commemoration of the preceding and of the Feria.

__________________________________________________________________

THE SECOND OF MARCH

S. SUITBERT, BISHOP AND CONFESSOR

DOUBLE

All from the Common except the following.

COLLECT

H

EAR our prayers, we beseech thee, O Lord: and at the intercession of blessed Suitbert thy Confessor and Bishop, graciously incline thine ears to our supplications. Through. 

Commemoration of the Feria.

In the j. Nocturn Lesson This is a true saying, otherwise from the occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

S

UITBERT, Bishop and Confessor, is named second among those twelve Apostolic men, who came from England to preach the faith in Frisia, Holland, and the vicinity; of whom Suitbert, as yet a Priest, converted many to Christ.. And since through him and Willibrord the number of the faithful was increasing daily, on a petition of the brethren in both Trajectum and Frisia he consented to be consecrated Bishop.  Therefore Suitbert returned to England and was consecrated by S. Wilfrid Bishop of Mercia.    

 I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast.
 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.

Lesson vj 
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T

HEREFORE he among those twelve companions in preaching is specially called Apostle of Teisterbandia, Westphalia, and Borustuaria; for he converted to the faith the court of Teisterbandia with almost all Batavia, and the greater part of  lower Frisia. But today part of Teisterbandia is claimed by Holland, and part by Gelderland. In these places Suitbert built many Churches, and also consecrated many temples to the true God after eliminating the superstitions of idols: and he protected the people he had converted with earnest prayers, and called them to heavenly things with most salutary adminitions.

 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vij

T

HE illustrious prince Pépin, moved by the holiness of this Apostolic man, gave him the village of Werdt, sited on the banks of the river Rhine. And as he desired profit and stability in his kingdom through the lifestyle and merits of  holy monks, he offered him at the same time a large treasure of money, with which the Bishop built a monastery  of the Order of the godly Benedict, in which he collected and governed no ordinary  band of servants of Christ.

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he

Lesson viij

T

HIS most holy Bishop died on the first of March, in the year of our Lord  seven hundred and seventeen, after the conversion of many peoples to the faith of Christ, and is buried in his monastery, in Kaiserwerdt: where at his tomb the sick were healed, the blind received their sight, the lame the power to walk, the fevered safety. Wherefore  Pépin, some of Cvharles Martel, converted the village of Werdt  into a castle, when by the invocation of Suitbert he had obtained a notable victory against the heathen by his merits. Today Werdt is in the duchy of Cleves, where once the people of Trajectum obtained freedom from taxes from the Archbishops and Kaisers by the benefit of Suitbert, whom they call their Apostle.

( The Lord  guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God, gave him knowledge of holy things, * Made him rich in his travels, 
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( Defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait.  Made him. Glory be. Made him. 
In the iij. Nocturn Homily on the Gospel The kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, p. cxxj.   

Lesson xij of the Homily of the Feria, with its (, and commemoration thereof in Lauds.

Vespers from the Chapter of the following, commemoration of the preceding and of the Feria.

__________________________________________________________________

1711: 

The Third of March

On the Feast of S. CHUNEGUNDIS

EMPRESS AUGUSTA OF THE ROMANS,

AND VIRGIN

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst grant to thy Blessed Virgin Chunegundis to despise earthly things and to long for the summit of the heavenly Empire: grant, we beseech thee; that we, imitating her in treading upon the enticements of the world, may be worthy to attain safely to eternal joys. Through.

Lessons of the first Nocturn from the Epistle  of blessed Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians  Now concerning Virgins, as in the Common of Virgins.  

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v
C

HUNEGUNDIS, Empress, most noble of the Germans, from an early age showed striking signs of sanctity, and with the patronage of the Virgin Mother of God, to whom she was totally devoted, she controlled the lures of the world, and the passing pleasures of the flesh, intending practise perpetual virginity and live an angelic life on earth. But being compelled to obey the commands of her parents, who had betrother her in marriage, she earnestly besought in her prayers of the hesvenly Bridegroom, who browses among the lilies, that he whom she should accept as husband would be founda protector of her virginity.

Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and.righteousness: * And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. .And thy.

Lesson vj

A

ND so being given in marriage to Henry, Duke of Bavaria and later  Emperor of the Romans, she gave a rare example of spotless virginity, with his assent; 
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in testimony whereof, when once, on the instigation of the enemy of the human race some suspicion was raised against her, he provided  notable proof of her innocence by going unhurt with bare feet over fiery ploughshares, as Saint Henry himself, approaching the supreme hour of death, freely declared: for summoning the princes of the Empire, and other chief men, and the relatives of the Holy Virgin: as you gave her to me, (he said) so I give her back. You gave her as a Virgin, as a Virgin I return her.

 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: *  Wherefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness. 

Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness:  Wherefore. 

Lesson vij

F

ILLED with a singular piety towards Churches, she encouraged  her husband Saint Henry with exhortations, and helped him with her wealth, to construct and enrich them. They established the See of Bamberg by their own means, and gave tribute to blessed Peter the Prince of the Apostles and to the Roman Church,  endowing several other temples and monasteries with quite imperial magnigicence. And when she had distributed almost all that she had on easrth to the Churches of Christ, and to the poor, she devoted herself also, her husband being dead, to following Jesus Christ, professed the rule of the holy father Benedict, despised the  kingdom of the world, and all its adornment with great humility of mind, and guarded her holy choice of the religious life most strictly until her death.   

 The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company, and shall be brought unto the King: * With joy and gladness shall they be brought. 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously and reign. With joy.   

Lesson viij

A

ND so by the exercise of the height of virtues, when she had passed fifteen years in the monastery loaded with the merits of good works, in a holy end she quietly entered the marriage feast of  the heavenly lamb, which, having been invited, she had uniquely hoped for. And in that place God showed the sanctity of his handmaid by many abundant miracles; for at her tomb the blind recovered their sight, the lame their power to walk, the deaf their hearing, the dumb their speech, and many others, long afflicted by sickness, their health; but this was especially nolbe, that dust taken from her tomb was often found turned to corn. ((And when these had been properly tested, she was added to the number of Holy Virgins by the Supreme Pontiff Innocent III.))
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(  O ye wise Virgins, arise, and trim your lamps: * behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.

( At midnight there was a cry made. Behold. Glory be. Behold.

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel The kingdom of  heaven shall be  likened unto ten virgins, from the Common.
__________________________________________________________________

The Fourth of March

Commemoration of S. Lucius, Pope and Martyr

COLLECT

O

 GOD,  who makest us glad with the yearly  solemnity of blessed Lucius, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant; that, as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may likewise rejoice in his protection. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Seventh of March

On the Feast of SS. Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs

 Antiphon. For theirs is the the kingdom of heaven, * Who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the Blood of the Lamb. 
( Thou hast crowned them with glory and honour, O Lord.. 

( Thou hast made them to have dominion of the works of thy hands .

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, O Lord our God, that we may at all times so devoutly honour the triumphs of thy holy martyrs Perpetua and Felicity: that although we cannot worthily shew forth their praises, yet we may continually honour them with lowly service. Through. 
__________________________________________________________________1884 pars verna:. 
The Tenth of March

On the Feast of the Forty Holy Martyrs

Semidouble

All as in the Common of Many Martyrs, except the following. 

Antiphon. For theirs is the the kingdom of heaven, * Who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the Blood of the Lamb. 
( Thou hast crowned them with glory and honour, O Lord.. 

( Thou hast made them to have dominion of the works of thy hands .
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COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that as we have known thy glorious Martyrs to be constant in tleir confession, so we may perceive their loving intercession for us with thee. Through. 

Then commemoration of the Feria. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the Epistle to the Romans, Brethren, we are debtors, from the Common of many Martyrs. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson v

W

HEN Licinius was Emperor, and Agricola Ruler, near Sebaste, a city in Armenia, forty soldiers shewed forth their faith in Christ, and bravery in bearing torments. Having been thrown many times into a horrinle prison, and confined in bonds, and their faces having been pounded with stones, they were commanded to pass the night, naked, in the coldest time in winter, on a frozen lake under the open sky, to be frozen to death by the cold. They all had one prayer: We came forty into the stadium, O Lord; let forty also receive the crown, lest any one be lacking from this number. This number is honourable, which thou didst adorn with the forty days' fast, through which the divine law came into the world. Elijah sought God in a forty days' fast, and obtained his vision. And this was the prayer of them all.

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment. 

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out, and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson vj 

B

UT when the other guards had fallen asleep and only the door- keeper was awake, he, seeing them praying, and surrounded by light, and some Angels descending from heaven as if sent by the King, and distributing thirty-nine crowns to the soldiers, said to himself: They are forty: where is the crown of the fortieth? And while he thought this, one of that number, whose spirit was unequa1 to bearing the cold, departed to a warm bath that was nearby, grealy grieving those saints. 

( The Saints of God feared not the blows of the executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

( They delivered up their bodies to be punished for God's sake. That they.

Lesson vij

1279

B

UT God did not suffer their prayers to be in vain: for the doorkeeper, amazed at this event, quickly wakened the guards, and taking off his clothes, and proclaiming in a loud voice that he was a Christian, joined the Martyrs. But when the ruler's attendants knew that the doorkeeper also was a Christian, they broke all their legs with their staves. In that torment all died, except Melithon the youngest. His mother was present, and seeing him, with his legs broken, still alive, she enoouraged him thus: O son, hold on a litt1e; behold, Christ standeth at the door, helping thee. 

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect.* For grace and mercy is to his Saints. 

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace

Lesson viij  

B

UT when she saw the bodies of the others being loaded on carts, to be laid on a pyre, and her son left, as the unbelieving crowd of youths hoped that if he lived, they might bring him back to the worship of idols; the holy mother lifted him on her shoulders, and strenuuusly pursued the vehicle laden with the bodies of the Martyrs. And in her embrace Melithon gave up his spirit to God, and his mother laid his body devoutly on the same pyre as the other Martyrs, so that they who had been most closely united in faith and courage, and united in their funeral, might come to heaven together. And when they were burned, and their relics cast into the river, they were cast up miraculously in one spot, and found safe and whole, and placed in an honourable tomb.

( The Saints of God have fought a good fight: they went through fire and water and have been made whole, * And they have received crowns from the Lord their God.

( They endured sore trial in their bodies for Christ's sake. And they. Glory be. And they.

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Jesus came down with them, from the Common of many Martyrs in the second place. 

Lesson xij from the Homily of the Feria, with its (, and commemoration of the same in Lauds.

Vespers of the following, commemoration of the preceding, of the Feria, and of S. Eulogius, Martyr.

__________________________________________________________________

THE ELEVENTH OF MARCH

S. VINCENTIUS, MARTYR AND ABBOT. DOUBLE

1280

All from the Common of One Martyr, except what follows as proper.

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear the prayers of thy people, O Lord: that we may be helped by the prayers of blessed Vincentius thy Martyr and Abbot, in whose passion we rejoice. Through.

Commemoration of the preceding.

Antiphon. In the heavenly kingdom * rejoice the souls of the Blessed, who  followed the footsteps of Christ their Master: and since for love of him they poured forth their life-blood, therefore do they exult for ever.

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice In their beds.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that as we have known thy glorious Martyrs to be constant in tleir confession, so we may perceive their loving intercession for us with thee. Through. 

And of the Feria, and of S. Eulogius, Martyr
Antiphon.   He that hateth his life * in this world shall keep it unto   life  eternal.

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee,almighty God:  that we,  who devoutly celebrate the birthday of blessed Eulogius thy Martyr,  may by his intercession be stablished in the love of thy name. Through. 

In the j. Nocturn Lessons Brethren, we are debtors, or the Sunday Scripture, with (( of one Martyr. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
 Lesson v                                                                              . 

V

INCENTIUS, Abbot of the monastery of the holy Martyrs Claudius, Lupertius and Victorius in a suburb of the city of Liège,  a man of orthodox faith, and most observant of the monastic discipline,  when he could in no way be induced to turn from the true faith into their dogma by the Arians, of whom a good part were continually diminishing during those times in Galicia as the Gothic kings were now Catholic, but rather detesting their perfidy and errors, threw himself totally into destroying them by public meetings and disputations: they brought him into a false council, and tempted him by various ways concerning the confession of faith, to perhaps depart at least from Catholic words. 
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( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and   kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.

 Lesson vj
B

UT Vincentius first reproached them with the deceitful opinion which they maintained concerning the Trinity in contradiction to the Evangelical truth : then, presenting the authority of the Nicene Synod, he professed that he would rather submit to death than depart from it in any matter, however small. Irritated by this answer, they stripped him of his clothes, whipped him most painfully, and having whipped him cast him in a most dark dungeon.  There, being visited by an Angel who illuminated the dungeon with bright light, he was restored to his former health. But on the next day, having recited in the loudest voice that part of the Symbol of faith by which the Arian heresy is most condemned, namely: None is before or after: none is greater or less, but all three Persons are coeternal and coequal; he was condemned to death.

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not. 

Lesson vij
H

E was commanded to be killed next to the gates of his monastery. And when he was brought there, and immediately repeated those words of Christ hanging on the cross : Father forgive them, for they know not what they do; one of the attendants cut throuugh his head with a  immense spear : at which blow he collapsed and gave back his spirit to the Lord, in his forty-seventh year, and in the year of the Lord six hundred and thirty. The monks took his body by night and buried it by the Church wall on the East. And as they watched, he appeared to them amidst choirs of Martyrs proclaiming to them that it was the time of martyrdom, if they so desired; or else they ought to leave the monastery and hide in the most obscure places.

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him 

the water of wisdom to drink. *  And set.

Lesson viij

1282

SO the monks deciding on flight betook themselves into Galicia, where they built anotherr  monastery, which they named after the one they had left, calling it saint Claudius. And having been inhabited for a long time by black monks, who were its first founders,  (( today it is inhabited by Cistercian monks, who took their origin from them.. But the body of saint Vincentius was found by a divine sign, and moved to Ovetum, and is preserved in the cathedral Church laid up in a silver case, which for a vow the Archdeacon of the same Church master Garcias caused to be built at his own expense, in the year of the Lord twelve hundred and sixty-eight. )). 

( Thou hast set upon his head, O Lord, a crown of pure gold. * He asked life of thee, and thou gavest him a long life, even for ever and ever.

( Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not denied him the request of his lips. He asked. Glory  be. He asked. 

In the iij. Nocturn Homily on the Gospel  If any man will come.

Lesson xij from the Homily of the Feria, with its  ( and commemoration of the Feria, and of S. Eulogius in Lauds.

Antiphon. This saint   strove unto death for the law of his God, and feared not  the words of the ungodly: for he was founded upon a firm rock. 
( Thou hast crowned him with glory and worship, O Lord.

( Thou hast made him to have dominion of the works of thy hands.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee,almighty God:  that we,  who devoutly celebrate the birthday of blessed Eulogius thy Martyr,  may by his intercession be stablished in the love of thy name. Through. 

Vespers of the following, commemoration of the preceding and of the Feria.

__________________________________________________________________
THE TWELFTH OF MARCH

S. GREGORY THE GREAT

POPE, CONFESSOR, AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

GREATER DOUBLE

Antiphon The blessed Gregory, with the rest from Lauds, as below. Psalms of Sunday. 

Chapter                                                                                                      Ecclus.44 

B

EHOLD a great priest who in his day pleased God and was found righteous: and in the time of wrath he was made a reconciliation. 

1283

Short  The Lord chose him.* For a priest unto himself. The Lord. 

 To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. For a priest.  Glory be.  The Lord. 

Hymn                                 Anglorum jam Apostolus

                                     APOSTLE of the English, thou 

                                      Art comrade of the Angels now: 

                                      O help the faithful, Gregory, 

                                      Who heardest then the people's cry. 

                                  2  Abundant wealth was naught to thee 

                                      Who, seeking princely penury, 

                                       Didst spurn the glory of the earth

                                       To follow Jesus in his dearth. 

                                  3   Like some poor needy shipwrecked soul, 

                                       His messenger besought a dole; 

                                       Twin gifts thou gavest; nothing loth 

                                       To offer self and silver both. 

                                  4   First in his Church from that time forth 

                                       Christ set thee, in thy proven worth; 

                                        So didst thou rise to Peter's throne, 

                                        Whose life was pattern for thine own. 

                                   5   O Priest and Leader of the flock, 

                                        The Church's glory, light, and rock, 

                                        Instructed by thy wise command, 

                                        Let not the sheep in peril stand. 

                                   6   Praise to the unbegotten One, 

                                        And glory to his only Son; 

                                        And thine, O Spirit, Breath of God, 

                                        Be equal majesty and laud.                 Amen. 

 The Lord loved him, and adorned him.  He clothed him with a robe of glory. 

On Magnificat in both Vespers, Antiphon. O Teacher right excellent, * O light of Holy Church, O blessed Gregory, lover of the divine law: intercede for us unto the Son of God. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who on the soul of thy servant Gregory hast bestowed the rewards of everlasting bliss: mercifully grant; that we, who are oppressed by the burden of our sins, may by his prayers before thee be relieved. Through. 
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