COMMON OF VIRGINS

1711 

AT VESPERS

Antiphon 1.  This is a wise Virgin,* and one of the number of the prudent. (E.T. Alleluia.)  Psalm 110 Dixit Dominus CIX,   of Sunday.

Antiphon. 2.  This is a wise Virgin,* whom the Lord hath found watching. (E.T. Alleluia.)  Psalm 113 Laudate, pueri CXII, of Sunday.
Antiphon 3 .Blessed is the barren * that is undefiled; she shall have fruit in the visitation of holy souls. (E.T. Alleluia.)  

Ps. 122       Laetatus sum          CXXI
I

  WAS glad when they said unto me : * We will go into the house of the Lord. 

2 Our feet shall stand in thy gates: * O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city : * that is at unity in itself. 

4 For thither the tribes go up, I even the tribes of the Lord :  * to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord. 

5 For there is the seat of judgement ; * even the seat of the house of David. 

6 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem : * they shall prosper that love thee. 

7 Peace be within thy walls: * and plenteousness within thy palaces. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sakes: * I will wish thee prosperity.

9 Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God: * I will seek to do thee good. 

Antiphon. Blessed is the barren as above.

Antiphon 4 This woman * is beautiful  among the daughters of  Jerusalem.  (E.T. Alleluia.)
Ps. 127                 Nisi Dominus             CXXVI. 

E

XCEPT the Lord build the house: * their labour is but lost that build it. 

2 Except the Lord keep the city : * the watchman waketh but in vain.

3 It is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early, and so late take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness : * for so he giveth his beloved sleep. 

4 Lo, children and the fruit of the womb: * are an heritage and gift that cometh of the Lord. j

5 Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant: * even so are the young children. 
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6 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: * they shall not be ashamed when they speak with their enemies in the gate.

Antiphon.  This woman is beautiful as above.
Chapter                                                                                                        2 Cor.10

B

RETHREN: He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.



Short ( God shall help her  * With his countenance. God shall. God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. With his. Glory be.  God shall. 



In Eastertide, Short God shall help her with his countenance. * Alleluia, alleluia. God shall. God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be. God shall. 

Hymn E.H. 192            Jesu, Corona Virginum.
   JESU, the Virgins' Crown, do thou      3 They, wheresoe'er thy. footsteps bend, 

   Accept us as in in prayer we bow;           With hymns and praises still attend; 

   Born of that Virgin ,whom alone             In blessed troops they follow thee, 

   The Mother and the Maid we own.          With dance, and song, and melody. 
2 Amongst the lilies thou dost feed,        4 We pray thee therefore to bestow
  With Virgin choirs accompanied-             Upon our senses here below

  With glory decked, the spotless brides     Thy grace, that so we may endure

  Whose bridal gifts thy love provides.       From taint of all corruption pure.
5 All laud to God the Father be,

                                              All praise, eternal Son, to thee;

                                              All glory, as is ever meet, 

                                              To God the holy Paraclete.       Amen.    

 In thy grace and in thy beauty.  Go forth, ride prosperously, and  reign. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. Come, thou Bride of Christ,* receive the crown which the Lord hath  prepared for thee for   ever. (E.T. Alleluia.)  

For a Virgin Martyr

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who among the manifold works of thy power hast bestowed even upon the weakness of women the victory of martyrdom: mercifully grant; that we who celebrate the birthday of blessed N. thy Virgin and Martyr, may by her example be drawn nearer unto thee. Through. 
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ANOTHER COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that, as blessed N. thy V irgin and Martyr, was ever found pleasing unto thee, both by the merit of her chastity, and by her confession of thy power: so she may implore for us thy pardon. Through. 

For a Virgin not a Martyr.

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear us, O God of our salvation: that as we rejoice in the festival of blessed N. thy Virgin; so we may be instructed in all godly and devout affection. Through. 

If they be many, in both Vespers is said on Magnificat,

Antiphon. O ye wise Virgins, * arise and trim your lamps: for behold the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. (E.T. Alleluia.) 
The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company. 

And shall be brought unto thee. 
COLLECT

G

RANT,we beseech thee, O Lord our God, that we may at all times so devoutly honour the triumphs of thy holy Virgins and Martyrs N. and N. that, although we cannot worthily shew forth their praises ,yet we may continually honour them with lowly service. Through. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory.-The Lord, the King of the Virgins, * O come, let us worship. Psalm 95 Venite 

Hymn. E.H. 191          Virginis proles.

SON of a Virgin, Maker of thy mother,
                                     Thou, Rod and Blossom from a Stem unstained,

                                     Now while a Virgin fair of fame we honour, 

Hear our devotion !

                                  2 Lo, on thy handmaid fell a twofold blessing, 

                                    Who, in her body vanquishing the weakness, 

                                     In that same body, grace from heaven obtaining, 

Bore the world witness.

                                  3 Death, nor the rending pains of death appalled her

                                     Bondage and torment found her undefeated: 

                                     So by the shedding of her life attained she

Heavenly guerdon.
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                                 4 Fountain of mercy, hear the prayers she offers; 

                                    Purge our offences, pardon our transgressions, 

                                    So that hereafter we to thee may render 

Praise with thanksgiving.
                                 5 Thou, the All-Father, thou the One-Begotten, 

                                    Thou Holy Spirit, Three in One co-equal,

                                    Glory be henceforth thine through all the ages, 

                                                     World without ending.                          Amen.

- If the Saint be a Virgin only, and not a Martyr , only vv. 1, 4 and 5 are said. 

  IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. O how fair is * the chaste generation in the glory thereof. Psalm 8 Domine Dominus noster  VIII  p. 12

For a Virgin, Antiphon. Sing for us * again and again before this maiden's bed the sweet songs of the drama.
For one not a Virgin, Antiphon. His left hand * is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me. Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant  XVIII  p. 23
Antiphon. Return, return * O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look upon thee.  Psalm 24 Domini est terra XXIII, p. 31 

Antiphon. In thy grace * and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

Psalm 45 Eructavit cor meum XLIV  p. 82
Antiphon.God shall help her * with his countenance: God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium. XLV p. 93

Antiphon.Many waters * cannot quench love. Psalm 48 Magnus Dominus XLVII p. 94

 In thy grace and in thy beauty.   Go forth, ride prosperously,and reign. 

Our Father. Absolution   Hear, O Lord. Blessing May the blessing. 

From S. Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians
Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 7, 25-40 

N

OW concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful. I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, I say, that it is good for a man so to be. Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Neverthess such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you.

  Come, thou Bride of Christ receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee for ever. for love of whom thou didst pour forth thy blood, * And enter into paradise with the Angels. 
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 Come, O thou my chosen one, and I will set my throne within thee, for the King hath had pleasure in thy beauty.  And enter. 

If she shall not be a  Martyr, the following   is said instead of the preceding.
 Come,  O thou  my chosen one, and I will set my throne within thee: * For the King hath had pleasure in thy beauty.

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously and reign. For the.
Blessing May the Only-begotten.

Lesson ij 

B

UT this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth that both they that have wives be as though they had none; and they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; and they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away. 

 Full of grace are thy lips: *  Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Because. 

Blessing  May the grace.

Lesson iij

B

UT I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: but he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife. There is a difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband. And this  I speak for your own profit;  not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which  is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction.

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, * Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

Full of grace are thy lips, because God hath blessed thee for ever. Go forth.
Blessing May the blessing of the Father.

Lesson iv

B

UT if any man behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age, and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry. Nevertheless he that standeth stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but power over his own will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin doeth well. So then he that giveth her in marriage doeth well; but he that giveth her not  in marriage doeth better. The wife is bound by the law 

cxxxiij

as long as her husband liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is at liberty to. be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God. 

For a Virgin.

( This is a wise virgin, * Who, when the Bridegroom came, took oil in her vessel, and with lighted lamp went in with him to the marriage.

( This is a wise vvirgin, and one of the number of the prudent. Who when. Glory be. Who when.

 .

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon 7. I am black * but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem; therefore the King delighteth in me, and hath brought me in to his chambers. Psalm 85 Benedixisti   LXXXIV, p. 138

Antiphon 8. Draw me, * we will run after thee, because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth.Psalm 87 Fundamenta ejus LXXXVI,   p. 145

Antiphon 9. Come, thou Bride of Christ, * receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee for ever. Psalm 96 Cantate Domino XCVII,  p. 152
Antiphon 10  Thy name * is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee. Psalm  97.  Dominus regnavit,    XCVI,   p. 153. 

Antiphon 11. Thou art beautiful t and comely, O daughter of Jerusalem, thou art terrible as an army with banners. Psalm  98 Cantate Domino, XCVII, p. 154.

Antiphon 12. She girdeth * her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms; and therefore her candle shall never go out. Psalm 99 Dominus regnavit, XCVIII, p. 154.

 God shall help her with his countenance.

 God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed.

Our Father. Absolution   May his mercy.   Blessing   May God the Father. 

Sermon by S Ambrose, Bishop.                                                      Bk.1 on Virgins. 

Lesson v
T

ODAY is a Virgin's birthday, and the love of chastity calls us to discourse on virginity, lest in passing it by we might seem to slight that which is its main strength. Virginity is to be praised, not because we find that the Martyrs possess it, but because it makes Martyrs. Who can conceive by human reasoning what nature does not include in her laws: or who can express in human speech what is above nature? 

Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and.righteousness: * And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things.
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 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. .And thy.

Blessing  May Christ grant.

Lesson vj

V

IRGINITY reflects from heaven what she imitates here on earth. Nor is it incongruous that she seeks her way of life from heaven, when it is in heaven that she is to find her Bridegroom. Passing beyond clouds, sky, Angels, and stars, she finds the Word of God in the bosom of the Father, and cleaves to him with all her heart.

 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: *  Wherefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee wIth the oil of gladness. 

Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness:  Wherefore. 

Blessing May God enkindle

Lesson vij

W

HO, having once found such blessedness, would let it go again? Thy name is as ointment poured forth; therefore do the virgins love thee and draw thee to themselves. Finally, and it is not my own saying, They neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are as the Angels of God in heaven. Let no one marvel, then, if they are compared to the Angels, since they are united to the Lord of Angels.

(  O ye wise Virgins, arise, and trim your lamps: * behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.

( At midnight there was a cry made. Behold.

Blessing  May the power.

Lesson viij 
W

HO will deny that this life flows down from heaven, since it is not easy to find examples of it before God descended into the members of an earthly body? Then a Virgin conceived in her womb, and the Word became flesh, that flesh might become God.  Someone may say, But there was Elijah, who was found never to have desired bodily intercourse. Therefore was he carried up into heaven in a chariot; therefore did he appear in glory with the Lord; therefore is he to come as the fore-runner of the Lord's coming. 

The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company, and shall be brought unto the King: * With joy and gladness shall they be brought. 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously and reign. With joy.  Glory be.  With joy.
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IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

On the Canticles, Antiphon. At midnight * there was a cry made, Behold the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.

For one not a Virgin, Antiphon. When she had found one pearl of great price, * she went and sold all that she had, and bought it. 

Song from Ecclesiasticus  Ch. 39. 13-16

H

EARKEN unto me, ye holy children, * and bud forth as a rose growing by the brook of the field. 

2 And give ye a sweet savour * as frankincense, 

3 And flourish as a lily, send forth a smell, and sing a song of praise, * bless the Lord in all his works. 

4 Magnify his name, and shew forth his praise with the songs of your lips, * and with harps. 

5 And in praising him ye shall say after this manner: * all the works of the Lord are exceeding good. 

The Song of Isaiah Ch.61. 10-11 & 62. 1-3
I

 WILL greatly rejoice in the Lord: * my soul shall be joyful in my God.

2 For he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, * he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness. 

3 As a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, * and as a bride adorneth 

herself with her jewels. 

4 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, * and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring forth; 

5 So the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise * to spring forth before all the nations; 

6 For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, * until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that bumeth. 

7 And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, * and all kings thy glory:

8 And thou shalt be called by a new name, * which the mouth of the Lord shall name. 

9 Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, * and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 

The Song of Isaiah     Ch. 62. 4-7

T

HOU shalt no more be termed Forsaken; * neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate: 
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2 But thou shalt be called My Delight is in her; * and thy land Married. 

3 For the Lord delighteth in thee, * and thy land shall be married. 

4 For as a young man marrieth a virgin, * so shall thy Builder marry thee. 

5 And as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, * so shall thy God rejoice over thee. 

6  I have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, * which shall never hold their peace day nor night: 

7 Ye that make mention of the Lord, * keep not silence. 

8 And give him no rest, * till he establish, and till he make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 

Antiphon. At midnight * there was a cry made, Behold the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.

For one not a Virgin, Antiphon. When she had found one pearl of great price, * she went and sold all that she had, and bought it. 

God hath chosen her, and preferred her.

 He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle.

Our Father. Absolution. From the chains.  Blessing  May the Gospel.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 25

A

T that time: Jesus spake this parable unto his disciples: The kingdom of  heaven shall be  likened unto ten virgins which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                     Homily 12 on the Gospels
O

FTEN I exhort you, beloved brethren, to flee from evil doings, and to avoid the wickedness of this world, but to-day's lesson from the Holy Gospel forces me to tell you that even in the good things that you do, you should keep close guard over yourselves, lest applause or human reward should be sought in your righteous works; lest the desire for praise creep in, and what looks well outwardly be void of reward.

 This is a wise virgin, whom the Lord found watching, who, when she took her lamp, brought oil with her; * And when the Lord came. she went in with him to the marriage. 

At midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. And when. 

Blessing  May he bless us. 
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Lesson x

B

EHOLD, in the words of our Redeemer, ten Virgins, and, although all of them are said to be virgins, yet are they not all admitted through the door of the blessed; for some of them while they seek the outward glory of their virginity, do not will to have oil in their vessels. The first question we must ask is, what is the. kingdom, and why is it likened unto ten virgins, who are  also said  to be   both wise   and foolish?   If the kingdom of heaven is such that none of the reprobate enter therein, why is it stated to be like unto foolish virgins? 

 At midnight there was a cry made; * Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him. 

Trim your lamps, ye wise Virgins. Behold, the

Blessing  May she or they whose Feast.
Lesson xj

W

E must realize that often in holy Scripture by the kingdom of heaven is meant the Church of the present day, and the Lord says of it in another place,  The  Son of man  shall send  forth  his Angels, and they  shall gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things  that offend. For it  cannot be,  that in  that kingdom of the blessed, wherein is perfect peace, there should be found any offence for the Angels to gather out. Now every one has five bodily senses; and twice five makes ten. 

 (   The Lord hath clothed me with the garments of  salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of gladness, and as a bride * He hath decked me with a crown.

( As a bridegroom decketh himself with a crown, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. He hath.

Blessing May the King.

Lesson xij 
A

ND since the congregation of the faithful is drawn from both sexes, holy Church is said to be like unto ten virgins. Moreover, since the bad are mingled with the good, and the reprobate with the elect, she is rightly stated to be like unto wise and foolish virgins. Many there are, who live in continency, who guard themselves from outward desires and exercise themselves in inward hope, who chasten the flesh and long for their heavenly fatherland with all. their heart, who seek everlasting rewards and have no wish to receive human applause for their labours. Truly, these place not their glory in the words of men, but hide it in their inner conscience. And many there are who afflict the body with abstinence, and yet through this very abstinence they seek applause from men. 
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(  The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps,  * And went forth to meet the Bridegroom.  

( And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. And went. Glory be. And went.

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew                          Ch. 25

A

T that time: Jesus spake this parable unto his disciples: The kingdom of heaven shall be    likened unto ten virgins which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our ramps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered, and said, Verily, I say unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 

AT LAUDS, and through the Hours,

Antiphon 1.  This is a wise Virgin,* and one of the number of the prudent. (E.T. Alleluia.)  Psalm 93  Dominus regnavit,  XCII and the rest.

Antiphon. 2.  This is a wise Virgin,* whom the Lord hath found watching. (E.T. Alleluia.)   .
Antiphon 3 .Blessed is the barren * that is undefiled; she shall have fruit in the visitation of holy souls. (E.T. Alleluia.)  

Antiphon 4. Come, O thou my chosen one, * and I will set my throne within thee, alleluia.
Antiphon 5. This woman * is beautiful  among the daughters of  Jerusalem.  (E.T. Alleluia.)
Chapter                                                                                                       2 Cor. 10 

B

RETHREN: He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth. 

Short ( In thy grace, * And in   thy beauty. In thy. Go forth, ride prosperously,  and reign.  And in.  Glory be.  In thy. 

In Eastertide, Short  In thy grace, and in thy beauty; *  Alleluia,  alleluia.            In thy.  Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.  Aleluia,  alleluia. Glory be.  In thy. 

cxxxix

Hymn                                  Jesu, corona Virginum.
   JESU, the Virgins' Crown, do thou   3  They, wheresoe'er thy footsteps bend,

    Accept us as in prayer we bow;              With hymns and praises still attend;

    Born of that Virgin whom alone             In blessed troops, they follow thee,  

    The Mother and the Maid we own.        With dance, and song, and melody. 

2  Amongst the lilies thou dost feed,      4  We pray thee therefore to bestow

   With Virgin choirs accompanied -          Upon our senses here below 

   With glory decked, the spotless brides    Thy grace, that so we may endure
   Whose bridal gifts thy love provides.      From taint of all corruption pure.

5. All laud to God the Father be,

                                               All praise, eternal Son, to thee;

                                               All glory, as is ever meet, 

                                               To God the holy Paraclete.     Amen.                                                 

Full of grace are thy lips. Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.  The kingdom of heaven * is likened unto a merchantman seeking goodly pearls; who, when he had found one pearl of great price,  went and sold all that he had, and bought it. (E.T. Alleluia.)   

For a Virgin Martyr.

COLLECT

O

 GOD,who among the manifold works of thy power hast bestowed even upon the weakness of women the victory of martyrdom: mercifully grant; that we, who celebrate the birthday of blessed N. thy Virgin and Martyr, may by her example be drawn nearer unto thee. Through. 

ANOTHER COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that, as blessed N. thy Virgin and Martyr was ever found pleasing unto thee, both by the merit of her chastity, and by her confession of thy power: so she may implore for us thy pardon. Through. 

For a Virgin not a Martyr

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear us,O God of our salvation:that as we rejoice in the festival of blessed N. thy Virgin; so we may be instructed in all godly anddevout affection. Through. 

1884:

If they be many, on Benedictus is said the Antiphon.  O ye wise Virgins,  * arise and trim your lamps: for behold the Bridegroom cometh;  go ye out to meet him. (E.T.Alleluia.)   

.The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company.

And shall be brought unto thee. 
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COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, O Lord our God, that we may at all times so devoutly honour the triumphs of thy holy Virgins and Martyrs N. and N.: that, although we cannot worthily shew forth their praises, yet we may continually honour them with lowly service. Through. 
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AT TERCE

Antiphon. This is a wise Virgin. 

Chapter Brethren: He that glorieth, as above. 

 In thy grace, and in   thy   beauty  (E.T. Alleluia).    

Go forth, ride prosperously,  and reign. (E.T. Alleluia).
AT SEXT

Antiphon. Blessed is the barren. 

Chapter                                                                                                        2 Cor. 11 

I

 AM jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

 God shall help   her  with his countenance. (E.T. Alleluia).

 God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. (E.T. Alleluia).

AT NONE
Antiphon. This woman. 

Chapter                                                                                                         Ecclus. 5

T

HEN lifted I up my supplication from the earth, and prayed for deliverance from death. I called upon the Lord, the Father of my Lord, that he would not leave me in the days of my trouble, and in the time of the proud, when there was no help. 

  God hath chosen her and preferred her.  (E.T. Alleluia).
 He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle.  (E.T. Alleluia).
If she shall be a Virgin and not a Martyr, at None is said the following Chapter.

Chapter                                                                                                   Wisdom 4
O

 HOW fair is the chaste generation  in  the glory  thereof: for  the  memorial

 thereof  is immortal, because it is known with God and with men. 

IN II VESPERS

Antiphons, Psalms, Chapter, Short  and Hymn as above in j. Vespers. 

Full of grace are thy lips. (E.T. Alleluia).
Because God hath blessed thee for ever. (E.T. Alleluia).
On Magnificat, Antiphon. Come, thou Bride of Christ,* receive the crown which  the Lord hath  prepared for thee for ever. (E.T. Alleluia.)   
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OTHER LESSONS FOR VIRGINS

 For a Virgin and Martyr, and for a Martyr only, the Lessons of the first Nocturn are read. also as below.

From the Book of Ecclesiasticus  

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch.  51, 1-12                     

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour: I do       give praise  unto  thy  name:  for  thou  art  my  defender  and  helper,  and  hast  preserved my body from destruction, and from the snare of the slanderous tongue, and from the lips that forge lies, and hast been mine helper against mine adversaries. 

(1884: For a Virgin Martyr.

Come, thou Bride of Christ, receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee for ever; for love of whom thou didst pour forth thy blood, * And enter into paradise with the Angels.

 Come, O thou my chosen one, and I will set my throne within thee, for the King hath had pleasure in thy beauty. And enter.

For a Virgin or Martyr only.

  Come,  O thou  my chosen one, and I will set my throne within thee: * For the King hath had pleasure in thy beauty.

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously and reign. For the.)
 Lesson ij 

A

ND hast delivered me according to the multitude of thy mercies and greatness of thy Name, from the teeth of them that were ready to devour me, and out of the hands of such as sought after my life, and from the manifold afflictions, which I had; from the choking of fire on every side, and from the midst of the fire which I kindled not; from the depth of the belly of; hell, from an unclean tongue, and from lying words. 

(1884:  Full of grace are thy lips: * Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Because.) 

 Lesson iij

B

Y an accusation to the king from an unnghteous tongue my soul drew near even unto death, my life was near to the hell beneath. They compassed me on  every side, and there was no man to help me: I looked for the succour of men, but there was none. Then thought  I upon thy mercy, O Lord, and upon thy acts of old, how thou deliverest such as wait for thee, and savest them out of the hands of the enemies. 

cxlij

(1884:   In thy grace and in thy beauty: * Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. 

Full of grace are thy lips, because God hath blessed thee for ever. Go forth.)
 Lesson iv

T

HEN lifted I up my supplication from the earth, and prayed for deliverance from death. I called upon the Lord, the Father of my Lord, that he would not leave me in the days of my trouble, and in the time of the proud, when there  was no help. I will praise thy name continually, and will sing praise with thanksgiving; and so my prayer was heard: for thou savedst me from destruction, and deliveredst me from the evil time: therefore will I gIve thanks, and praise thee, and bless thy name, O Lord.

(1884: For a Virgin Martyr, or a Virgin only..

( This is a wise virgin, * Who, when the Bridegroom came, took oil in her vessel, and with lighted lamp went in with him to the marriage.

( This is a wise vvirgin, and one of the number of the prudent. Who when. Glory be. Who when.

For a Martyr only. 

( Fair is thy countenance,  but yet more fair thy faith, blessed art thou, O  N.,  despising the world, rejoicing with Angels, * Intercede for us all. 

( In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Intercede. Glory be. Intercede.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the book of Saint Cyprian, Bishop and Martyr,on the rules and clothing of Virgins.  

Lesson v                                                                                                           Ch.2  

W

E shall now speak of Virgins. They are more especially the object of our care, in that the glory of their state is the greater. Virgins are the flower of the Church, the bloom and richness of spiritual grace, the genius of gladness, the work of praise and honour, inviolate and incorrupt, the image of God reflecting the holiness of the Lord, the nobler portion of the flock of Christ. They are a source of joy and fruitfulness to the Church; for the greater the number of her virgins, the greater is the joy of her motherly heart. To virgins, then we address ourselves; we exhort them with affection rather than authority; not that we, who are the last and the least, and fully conscious of our own lowliness, claim the right of censure, but where our solicitude is the greater, we have the greater fear of the attacks of the devil. 

Because of the word of truth,of meekness,and righteousness: * And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 

cxliij

n thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. And thy. 

Lesson vj 

N

OR is this fear groundless, this solicitude vain, for it points to the way of salvation, and keeps the life-giving precepts of the Lord, to the end that they, who have consecrated themselves to Christ and, trampling upon the concupiscence of the flesh have vowed themselves to God both in body and soul, may consummate the work which is destined to receive so great a reward. Let them not desire to seem well-arrayed or pleasing, in the eyes of any but their Lord, from whom they hope to receive the recompense of their virginity, according to his own words.  All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given.

 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity * Wherefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness.

Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness: Wherefore.

Lesson vij

F

OR there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. Once more also by this angelic voice the gift of continency is displayed, virginity is proclaimed. These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.

(  O ye wise Virgins, arise, and trim your lamps: * behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.

( At midnight there was a cry made. Behold.

Lesson viij
F

OR the Lord promises the grace of continency not merely to males, excluding women; but, because woman is a part of man, being taken and formed out of him, in nearly all Scripture God speaks to human nature as he originally formed it; for they are two in one flesh, and when man is mentioned, woman  is also signified. But,  if chastity  is a following of Christ, and virginity is destined for the kingdom of heaven, what have such to do with earthly finery and adornment, which only offend God, while they seek to please man?

The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company, and shall be brought unto the King: * With joy and gladness shaIl they be brought. 

In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. With joy. Glory be. With joy.

cxliv
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 19

A

T that time: The Pharisees came to Jesus, tempting him, and saying unto  him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? And the rest.

Homily by S. John Chrysostom                                              Homily 62 on Matthew
O

UR Lord realized that he was asking a very hard thing of his disciples in urging them to accept the state of virginity, and so he sought to draw them towards the desire of it by first showing them the binding nature of the marriage law. From there, he led them on to see that however hard it might be,  yet it was possible to achieve, saying: For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake.

This is a wise virgin, whom the Lord found watching, who, when she took her lamp, brought oil with her: * And when the Lord came, she went in with him to the marriage.

At midnight  there was a cry made;  Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him. 

Lesson x 
T

HESE words are an open inducement to them to choose virginity, while at the same time they make it clear that the state is indeed attainable. He puts it to them like this: Supposing, through some disablement from birth or through some injury from the hands of men, you were deprived of sexual enjoyment and had nothing to atone for the lack of it, what would you do?  

At midnight  there was a cry made;  * Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.

 Trim your lamps, ye wise Virgins. Behold, the.

Lesson xj

S

O now give thanks to God because he helps you on with the promise of a reward and a crown, for accepting the same state that others have to endure with neither reward  nor  crown. Yet  yours  is not really  the same state,  but a far happier one, because it is accompanied by an holy hope and an upright conscience, and is at the same time free from the pounding waves of carnal desire. 

(   The Lord hath clothed me with the garments of  salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of gladness, and as a bride * He hath decked me with a crown.
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( As a bridegroom decketh himself with a crown, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. He hath.

Lesson xij

H

E spoke of two kinds of eunuchs. The first were the vain, useless sort, whose minds were by no means continent. The second were those who were chaste for the kingdom of heaven's sake. Then he added, He that is able to receive it, let him receive it; to help them to receive it more readily. In his infinite loving-kindness he did not wish to make virginity a precept under the obligation of law. By putting it to them in this way, he shows that attainment is the more possible in proportion to the strengthening of will. 

(  The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps,  * And went forth to meet the Bridegroom. 
( And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. And went. Glory be. And went. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew                          Ch. 19

A

T that time: The Pharisees came to Jesus, tempting him, and saying unto  him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, and said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery. His disciples say unto him, If the case of the man be so with his wife, it is not good to marry. But he said unto them, All men cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is given. For there are some eunuchs, which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs, which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He that is able to receive it, let him receive it. 

Apropriate Collect

 _________________________________________________________________
 1884: 

Other Lessons for Virgins.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

cxlvj

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 25

A

T that time: Jesus spake this parable unto his disciples: The kingdom of  heaven shall be  likened unto ten virgins which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  And the rest.

Homily of S. Augustine, Bishop.                                Sermon on the words of the                 

                                                                                     Lord, near the beginning.

L

ET us understand, dearly Beloved, that this parable relates to us all, that is, to the whole Church together, not to the clergy only ; nor to the laity only; but generally to all. Why then are the Virgins five and five? These five and five virgins are all Christian souls together. But that I may tell you what by the Lord's inspiration I think, it is not souls of every sort, but such souls as have the Catholic faith, and seem to have good works in the Church of God; and yet even of them, Five are wise, and five are foolish. 

( This is a wise virgin, whom the Lord found watching, who, when she took her lamp, brought oil with her; * And when the Lord came. she went in with him to the marriage. 

(At midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. And when. 

Lesson x
F

IRST then let us see why they are called, Five, and why, Virgins, and then let us consider the rest. Every soul in the body is therefore denoted by the number five, because it makes use of five senses. For there is nothing of which we have perception by the body, but by the five folded gate, either by the sight, or the hearing, or the smelling, or the tasting, or the touching. Whoso then abstaineth from unlawful seeing, unlawful hearing, unlawful smelling, unlawful tasting, and unlawful touching, by reason of his uncorruptness  hath gotten the name of virgin. 

But if it be good to abstain from the unlawful excitements of the senses, and on that account every Christian soul has gotten the name of virgin; why are five admitted and five rejected? 

(At midnight there was a cry made; * Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him. 

( Trim your lamps, ye wise Virgins. Behold, the

Lesson xj
T

HEY are both virgins, and yet are rejected. It is not enough that they are virgins; and that they have lamps. They are virgins, by reason of abstinence from unlawful indulgence of the senses; they have lamps, by reason of good works. Of which good works the Lord saith, Let your works shine before men, 

cxlvij

that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. Again He saith to His disciples, Let your loins be girded and your lamps burning.  In the girded loins is virginity; in the burning: lamps good works.  If then abstinence from what is unlawful be good, whereby it has received the name of virginity, and good works are praiseworthy, which are signified by the lamps; why are five admitted and five rejected?

(   The Lord hath clothed me with the garments of  salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of gladness, and as a bride * He hath decked me with a crown.

( As a bridegroom decketh himself with a crown, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. He hath.

Lesson xij
S

OME are said to be wise and some foolish. By what do we see this? By what make the distinction? By the oil. Some great, some exceedingly great thing doth this oil signify. Thinkest thou that it is not charity? This we say as searching out what it is; we hazard no precipitate judgment. I will tell you why charity seems to be signified by the oil. The Apostle says, I show unto you a way above the rest. Though I speak with the tongues of men and of Angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. This, that is charity, is that way above the rest, which is with good reason signified by the oil. For oil swims above all liquids. 

 (  The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps,  * And went forth to meet the Bridegroom. 

( And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. And went. Glory be. And went.

Other lessons for virgins

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch. 25

A

T that time: Jesus spake this parable unto his disciples: The kingdom of  heaven shall be  likened unto ten virgins which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.  And the rest.

Homily of S. Augustine, Bishop.                    Sermon 23 on the words of the Lord.
L

ET us treat now, brethren of the five wise and the five foolish virgins. They wished to go to meet the Bridegroom. To go with the heart, to be waiting for his coming. But he tarried. While he tarried, they all slept.  What is this sleep? Is it that at the tarrying of the Bridegroom, because iniquity aboundeth, the love of many waxeth cold? Are we to understand this sleep so? I like it not. I will tell you why. Because among them are the wise virgins; and certainly when the Lord said, 

cxlviij

Because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold; He went on to say, But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. No coldness of love then crept over them, in them love did not wax cold; but preserves its glow even unto the end. There is another sleep which no one escapes. Remember ye not the Apostle saying, But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that is, concerning them which are dead? Be the virgin foolish, or be she wise, all suffer equally the sleep of death. At the last trumpet they all arise.

( This is a wise virgin, whom the Lord found watching, who, when she took her lamp, brought oil with her; * And when the Lord came. she went in with him to the marriage. 

(At midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. And when. 

Lesson x
N

OW those wise virgins had brought oil with them in their vessels; but the foolish brought no oil with them.There is the oil, the precious oil; this oil is of the gift of God. Do thou  then carry it with  thee, carry it within where God seeth; there carry the testimony of thy conscience.For he who walks to gain the testimony  of another, does not carry oil with him. Observe then, Beloved  The lamps of the wise virgins burned with an inward oil, with the assurance of a good conscience, with an inner glory, with an inmost charity. Yet the lamps of the foolish virgins burned also. Why burnt they then? Because there was yet no want of the praises of men. 

(At midnight there was a cry made; * Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him. 

( Trim your lamps, ye wise Virgins. Behold, the.

Lesson xj
B

UT after that they arose : that is in the resurrection from the dead, they began to trim their lamps, that is, began to prepare to render unto God an account of their works. And because there is then no one to praise, every man is wholly employed in his own cause, there is no one then who is not thinking of himself, therefore were there none to sell them oil; so their lamps began to fail. The door was shut. And what was said to them? I know you not. Did not He know them, who knoweth all things? . What then is, I know you not? I refuse, I reject you. In my art I do not acknowledge you, my art knoweth not vice,   and it judgeth vice. It doth not know it in the practice of it; it judgeth by reproving it. Thus then, I know you not.The five wise virgins came, and went in.

cxlix

(   The Lord hath clothed me with the garments of  salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of gladness, and as a bride * He hath decked me with a crown.

( As a bridegroom decketh himself with a crown, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. He hath.

Lesson xij
L

ET there be among you the five wise, belonging to this wisdom of the number five. For the hour will come, and come when we know not.  Thus did the Gospel close; Watch, for ye know neither the day nor the hour. Watch with the heart, watch with faith, watch with hope, watch with charity, watch with good works; and then, when thou shalt sleep in thy body, the time will come that thou shalt rise. And when thou shalt have risen, make ready the lamps. Then shall they go out no more, then shall they be renewed with the inner oil of conscience; then shall that Bridegroom fold thee in His spiritual embrace, then shall He bring thee into His House where thou shalt never sleep, where thy lamp can never be extinguished. But at present we are in labour, and our lamps flicker amid the winds and temptations of this life; but only let our flame burn strongly, that the wind of temptation may increase the fire, rather than put it out. 

(  The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps,  * And went forth to meet the Bridegroom. 

( And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. And went. Glory be. And went.

__________________________________________________________________
1711:

COMMON OF A HOLY  MARTYR ONLY,

AND ONE NEITHER VIRGIN NOR MARTYR. 

AT VESPERS

Antiphon1. Whi1e the King * sitteth at his table, my spikenard   sendeth forth a   sweet- smelling savour.(E.T. Alleluia.)  Psalms 110, 113, 122, 127 as in I Vespers of the Common of Virgins, p.  cxxix.
Antiphon 2.  We will run after thee * because of the savour of thine ointments: exceedingly do the virgins love thee. (E.T. Alleluia.)  

Antiphon 3.   Lo, the winter is past, * the rain is over and gone: rise up my love and come away. (E.T.  Alleluia.)    

 Antiphon 4. This woman * is beautiful among the daughters of Jerusalem. (E.T. Alleluia.)
For a Martyr only

Chapter                                                                                                        Ecclus.51 

cl
I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour: I do give praise unto thy Name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction. 

For one neither Virgin nor Martyr

Chapter                                                                                                           Prov.31 

W

HO can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.
Short ( God shall help her * With his countenance. God shall.  God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. With his. Glory be. God shall 

In Eastertide, Short   God shall help her with his countenance. * Alleluia, alleluia. God shall. God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be. God shall. 

Hymn E.H.193           Fortem virili pectore

  THE praises of that Saint we sing,               3 King Christ, from whom all virtue springs,

    To whom all lands their tribute bring,              Who only doest wondrous things, 

    Who with  indomitable heart.                           As now to thee she kneels in prayer, 

    Bore throughout life true woman's part            In  mercy our petitions hear; 

 2 Restraining every froward sense                  4 All praise to God the Father be, 

    By gentle bands of abstinence,                        All praise, eternal  Son, to thee; 

    With prayer her hungry soul she fed,              Whom with the Spirit we adore 

    And thus to heavenly joys hath sped.              For ever and for evermore.             Amen.

In thy grace and in thy beauty. ( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. The kingdom of heaven *  is likened unto a merchantman seeking goodly pearls; who,when he had found one pearl  of great price, went and sold all that  he had, and bought it.(E.T. Alleluia.)

For one woman a Martyr only.

 COLLECT

O

 GOD,who among the manifold works of thy power hast bestowed even upon the weakness of women the victory of martyrdom: mercifully grant; that we, who celebrate the birthday of blessed N. thy Martyr, may by her example draw nearer unto thee. Through. 

For many Martyrs only

COLLECT
G

RANT,we beseech thee, O Lord our God, that we may at all times so devoutly honour the triumphs of thy holy Martyrs N. and N.: that although we cannot worthily shew forth their praises, yet we may continually honour them with lowly service. Through. c

clj

For one neither Virgin nor Martyr

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear us, O God of our salvation: and grant that, as we rejoice in the festival of blessed N.; so we may be instructed in all godly and devout affection. Through. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory. In the confession of blessed N. * Let us praise our God.

Hymn.                                     Hujus obtentu, Deus alma

           B

Y her protection, gracious God, O spare thou 

All our offences, all our faults remitting,

                                So that with hearts made pure to sing thy praises,

                                               We too may hymn thee.

                                Thou, the All-Father, thou the One-Begotten,

                                Thou, Holy Spirit, Three in One co-equal. 

                                Glory be henceforth thine through all the ages, 

                                               World without ending.                           Amen.
IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Antiphon. O how fair is * the chaste generation in the glory thereof. Psalm 8 Domine Dominus noster  VIII  and the rest from the Common of Virgins, above, p. cxxxij.

Antiphon 2. His left hand * is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me

Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant  XVIII   
Antiphon 3. Return, return  &c as in the same Common of Virgins with the following Antiphons, Psalms, & Versicles of the first and second Nocturn, as above, p. cxxxij.
For a Martyr only the Lessons of the first Nocturn I will thank thee, cxlij..

For one neither Virgin nor Martyr, as follow. 

From the Book of Proverbs 

Lesson j                                                                                                Ch. 31. 10-31                 

W

HO can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shal! have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all the davs or her life. She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar. She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens 

 Come, O thou my chosen one, and I will set my throne within thee: *  For the King hath had pleasure in thy beauty.

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. For the.

clij

Blessing May the Only-begotten.

Lesson ij
S

HE considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of hcr hands she planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. She  perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 

 Full of grace  are thy lips: * Because God hath blessed thee for ever.

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Because. 

Blessing  May the grace.

Lesson iij

S

HE is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household are clothed with scarlet. She maketh herself coverings of tapestry, her clothing is silk and purple. Her husband is known in the gates, when he sltteth among the elders of the land. She maketh fine linen, and selleth it; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty: * Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.

  Full of grace are thy lips, because God hath blessed thee for ever.  Go forth.

Blessing May the blessing.

Lesson iv

S

TRENGH and honour are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her. Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that fcareth the Lord, she shall be praised. Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.
( Fair is thy countenance,  but yet more fair thy faith, blessed art thou, O  N.,  despising the world, rejoicing with Angels, * Intercede for us all. 

( In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Intercede. Glory be. Intercede.

NOCTURN II

From the Book by S. Ambrose, Bishop On Widows

Lesson v                                                                                                  near the end

I

LOOK upon this fertile soil of the Church, now bright with the fresh young flowers of virginity, now yielding harvest of ripe and stately widowhood and 

cliij
again abounding in fruit from the married state. Though diverse in kind, the fruits of the soil are but one, nor are there more garden lilies than there are stalks laden with ears of corn, and harvests of grain; and there are more plots of ground ready to receive seed than there are spaces lying fallow after bearing fruit. So widowhood, so often commended in the thoughts of the Apostle, is to be recognized as good. For she is mistress of faith, mistress of chastity.

 Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness: * And thy right

hand shall teach thee terrible things.

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. And thy.

Blessing May Christ grant

Lesson vj
T

HOSE who worship adultery and unchastity in their gods decree that celibacy and chastity are punishable offences: in their zeal for evil deeds they order a fine to be paid for the pursuit of virtue under the pretence of a desire for fruitfulness, but their real intention is to abolish the state of chastity. When a soldier has completed his term of service, he lays down his arms and leaves the profession he has followed; he becomes a veteran, retired on his own farm. Then it is for him to enjoy a period of tranquillity after the toils of military life, and this at the same time encourages others to undergo their term of service more readily, in the hope of rest to come. 

 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: * Wherefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness. 

 Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and rlghteousness. Wherefore

Blessing May God enkindle.

Lesson vij
A

N aged husbandman leaves the guiding of the plough to others, and, worn out by the labours of his youth, now undertakes the more mature task of supervision: it is easier to prune the vine than to train back its growth, so its young luxuriance should be repressed and its wanton young shoots cut back with a pruning hook. A kind of chastity is desirable even in the vine, in the limiting of the amount of fruit it bears. 

  Favour is deceitful and beauty is vain: * But a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 

  Give her of the fruit or her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates.   But a.

Blessing  May the power.

cliv

Lesson viij 

S

IMILARLY this widow - a veteran who has fulfilled her term of service in the ranks of chastity - lays aside her arms of married life, yet still holds peaceable

rule over all her household: though she is free from the burden of child-bearing, she supervises the giving in marriage of the younger generation, and decides with the sureness of maturity which branch of education will be more useful, which fruit will be more abundant, which marriage bond will be more advantageous. If then, the field is committed to the care of an old and mature man rather  than to a youngster, why do you think that a wife is to be esteemed above a widow? Since the persecutors of the faithful even persecuted widows, the faithful should not shrink from widowhood as from a punishment, but should regard it as a reward.

( Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, behold, thou art fair, yea, pleasant;  thou hast dove's eyes. * The King's daughter is all glorious within.

   Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in a vesture of gold wrought about with divers colours. The King's. Glory be. The King's.

NOCTURN III

On the Canticles, Antiphon. When she had found one pearl of great price, * she went and sold all that she had, and bought it. Canticles Obaudite me, with the rest in the Common of Virgins,  p. cxxxvj.

God hath chosen her, and preferred her.

 He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle.

Our Father. Absolution. From the chains.  Blessing  May the Gospel.

Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson ix                                                                                                         Ch. 13

A

T that time: Jesus spake this parable unto his disciples: The kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field.  And the rest.

Homily by S. Gregory the Great                                      Homily 11 on the Gospels
T

HE kingdom of heaven is here likened unto earthly things, beloved brethren, so that, from those things that it has recognized, the mind might rise to things unknown, which it did not recognize. Moreover, from visible things it can take flight to invisible ones, and can be kindled by contact with the things of everyday life; and from those things which are notably estimable, it may love things which are unfamiliar. Behold then, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which, when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof, goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field.

  She openeth her mouth with wisdom and in her tongue is the law of kindness:  she looketh well to the ways of her household: * And eateth not the bread of idleness.

 She tastes and sees, that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by

clv

night. And eateth.At midnight  there was a cry made;  Behold, the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him. And when.

Blessing  May he bless us.

Lesson x
N

OW it must be observed that when he had found the treasure, he hid it, for the sake of keeping it; he who has an eager longing for the kingdom will not be able to guard it against evil spirits, unless he hides it from the praises of men. In this present life we are, as it were, wayfarers as we journey towards our fatherland. And these evil spirits are, figuratively speaking, brigands who lie in ambush by the roadside. He  who vaunts his treasure  as he goes along  is asking for robbery. 

 The kingdom of  this .world and all the beauty of life I have esteemed as nothing. for the excellency of the love of Jesus Christ my Lord, * Whom, having seen, I loved, whom having believed, I longed for. 

  My heart is inditing of a good matter; I speak of the things which I have made unto the King. Whom.

Blessing May she whose Feast.

Lesson xj

T

HIS  I say then, not that our neighbours should not see our good works, since it is written, Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven; but that we should not seek  applause for the things that we do. Let the work, then, be manifest, but let the intention remain hidden; thus we may set an example to our neighbours by our good deed, and yet always cherish in secret our desire and intention of pleasing God alone. 

 (   The Lord hath clothed me with the garments of  salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of gladness, and as a bride * He hath decked me with a crown.

( As a bridegroom decketh himself with a crown, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. He hath.

Blessing May the King.
Lesson xij 

T

HE treasure is the desire for heaven; the field in which this treasure is hidden is the training in this heavenly zeal. The man who selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field, is he who renounces fleshly desires, and keeps guard over all his earthly affections, bringing them into subjection and training himself in the ways of the spiritual life: so that nothing that the flesh delights in pleases him; nothing that destroys the life of the body affrights his spirit. 

clvj

 ( Blessed art thou, O N., because thou hast hated the world for the sake of thy God, * For thine is the kingdom of heaven.

( Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: For thine. Glory be. For thine.
Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew                               Ch. 13

A

T that time: Jesus spake this parable unto his disciples: The kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, and shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto him, Yea, Lord. Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old. 

Appropriare Collect

AT LAUDS, and through the Hours,
Antiphon 1. Whi1e the King * sitteth at his table, my spikenard   sendeth forth a   sweet- smelling savour.(E.T. Alleluia.)  Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit and the rest.  

Antiphon 2.  We will run after thee * because of the savour of thine ointments: exceedingly do the virgins love thee. (E.T. Alleluia.)  

Antiphon 3.   Lo, the winter is past, * the rain is over and gone: rise up my love and come away. (E.T.  Alleluia.)    

Antiphon 4.  Come,O thou my chosen one,* and I will set my throne within thee, alleluia.

Antiphon 5. This woman * is beauti ful among the daughters of Jerusalem. (E.T.  Alleluia.)           

For a Martyr only

Chapter                                                                                                    Ecclus.51 

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee,O God and Saviour: I do give praise unto thy Name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction.       
For one neither Virgin nor Martyr

Chapter                                                                                                         Prov.31 

W

HO can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.

 clvij

Short ( In thy grace * And in thy beauty. In thy. . Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. And in. Glory be. In thy. 

In Eastertide, Short    In thy grace and in thy beauty. * Alleluia, alleluia. In thy. 

.Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be. In thy. 

Hymn E.H. 193                     Fortem virili pectore
   THE praises of that Saint we sing,            3  King Christ, from whom all virtue springs,

     To whom all lands their tribute bring,           Who only doest wondrous things, 

     Who with  indomitable heart.                        As now to thee she kneels in prayer, 

     Bore throughout life true woman's part         In mercy our petitions hear; 

 2  Restraining every froward sense               4 All praise to God the Father be, 

    By gentle bands of abstinence,                      All praise, eternal  Son, to thee; 

    With prayer her hungry soul she fed,            Whom with the Spirit we adore 

    And thus to heavenly joys hath sped.            For ever and for evermore.           Amen.

   Full of grace are thy lips. (E.T. Alleluia)
  Because God hath blessed thee for ever. (E.T. Alleluia)
On Benedictus, Antiphon. Give her * of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.

For one woman, a martyr only.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who among the manifold works of thy power hast bestowed even upon the weakness of women the victory of matyrdom: mercifully grant; that we, who celebrate the birthday of blessed N. thy Martyr, may by her example draw nearer unto thee. Through. 

For many, Martyrs only.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, O Lord our God, that we at all times so devoutly honour the triumphs of thy holy Martyrs N.and N.; that although we cannot worthily shew forth their praises, yet we may continually honour them with lowly service. Through. 

For one neither Virgin nor Martyr

COLLECT
G

RACIOUSLY hear us, O God of our Salvation: and grant that, as we rejoice in the festival of blessed N.; so we may be instructed in all godly and devout affection.Through. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon.We will run after thee

clviij

For a Martyr only, Chapter                                                                      Ecclus.51 

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God and Saviour: I do give praise unto thy Name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction. 

For one neither Virgin nor Martyr

Chapter                                                                                                          Prov.31 

W

HO can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.  

  In thy grace and in thy beauty.  (E.T. Alleluia)

. Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. (E.T. Alleluia)

AT SEXT

Antiphon. Lo, the winter is past.

For a Martyr only.

Chapter                                                                                                        Ecclus.51

T

HOU hast delivered me, according to the multitude of thy mercies and greatness of thy Name, frorn the teeth of them that were ready to devour me, and out of the hands of such as sought after my life, and from the manifold afflictions which I had.                            
For one neither Virgin nor Martyr

Chapter                                                                                                           Prov.31

S

HE stretcheth out her hand to the poor:  yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy; she is not afraid of the snow for her household. 

 God shall help her with his countenance. (E.T. Alleluia) 

 God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. (E.T. Alleluia)

AT NONE

Antiphon.This woman. 

For a Martyr only

Chapter                                                                                                        Ecclus.51 

M

Y soul shall praise the Lord even unto death: for thou deliverest such as wait for thee, and savest them out of the hands of the enemies, O Lord our God. 
For one neither Virgin nor Martyr

Chapter                                                                                                           Prov.31 

M

ANY daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 

 God hath chosen her and preferred her(E.T. Alleluia)
 He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. (E.T. Alleluia)
clix

IN II VESPERS 

All as in I Vespers, p. cl-clij, except
 Full of grace are thy lips.(E.T. Alleluia)
 Because God hath blessed thee for ever. (E.T. Alleluia)
On Magnificat, Antiphon. She stretcheth out * her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth  forth her hands to the needy; she eateth not the bread of idleness .(E.T. Alleluia.)  

If they shall be many not Virgins, the Office is the same as above. 
__________________________________________________________________

LESSONS FOR A HOLY MARTYR ONLY.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN 

Sermon by Saint John Chrysostom.

Lesson v                                               Sermon 67 on various New Testament texts. 

I

N the highest degree do I love the commemorations of the martyrs. I both love them, and esteem them, and all of them, but especially when the contests set before us are of women. For the weaker the vessel, the greater is the grace; the nobler the trophy, the more glorious is the victory, not because the sex of the champions is frail, but because the foe is overcome by the very things by which once he overcame. 

Lesson vj 

B

Y a woman he overcame, by a woman he is now overcome. A woman was once his weapon, a woman is now the instrument of his defeat, and he finds that this vessel cannot be broken. The first woman sinned, and died; this latter died rather than commit sin. The one, elated by the promise of a futile hope, broke the laws of God: the other despised the life of this world, rather than break faith with her benefactor. 

Lesson vij

W

HAT excuse can men now hope for, when they are weak and cowardly? What forgiveness can they hope for, when women bear themselves so bravely and manfully, and gird themselves so generously for the contests of piety? 

This saint was weak in body, and her sex was liable to injury, but grace came and covered all her weaknesses. 

Lesson viij
F

OR there is nothing, indeed nothing quite so powerful as one, in whom great zeal is joined to a mind firmly grounded in the fear of God; for, though the enemy may threaten fire, sword, wild beasts, or any other torment whatsoever, he despises them all as nothing. And so did this blessed woman. 

clx  







