 COMMON OF THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH

 _________________________________________________________________

1711, 1884

AT VESPERS

Antiphon 1. Holiness becometh * thine house, O Lord, for ever. (E.T. Alleluia.)  Psalm 110, 111, 112, of Sunday and 147, 12-20 Lauda Jerusalem,. 

Antiphon 2. My house * shall be called the house of prayer. (E.T. Alleluia.) 

Antiphon 3. This is the Lord's house, * firmly builded:  it is well  founded on  the

solid rock. (E.T. Alleluia.)  

Antiphon 4 All thy walls * shall be stones most precious; and the towers of Jerusalem  shall   be upbuilded with jewels.(E.T. Alleluia.)  

Chapter                                                                                                           Rev.21

I

 SAW the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

Short  This place is  holy  * Wherein the priest  prayeth.  This place.   For the sins and offences of   the  people. Wherein the. Glory be. This place. 
In Eastertide, short This place is holy wherein the priest prayeth. *  Alleluia,  alleluia. This place.  For the sins and offences  of  the people.   Alleluia,  alleluia.  Glory be. This place. 

Hymn  E.H. 169                   Urbs Jerusalem beata

   BLESSED City, heavenly Salem,     3 Bright with pearls her portals glitter,

    Vision dear of peace and love,              They are open evermore; 

    Who of living stones upbuilded,           And by virtue of his merits,                 

    Art the joy of heaven above;                 Thither faithfu1 souls may soar, 

    And with Angel cohorts circled,           Who for Christ's dear name in this world

    As a bride to earth dost move!               Pain and tribulation bore. 

2  From celestial realms descending,     4 Many a blow and biting sculpture

   Bridal glory round her shed,                  Fashioned well those stones elect,

   To his presence, decked with jewels,     In their places now compacted

   By her Lord shall she be led;                 By the heavenly Architect,
   All her streets, and all her bulwarks,     Who therewith hath willed forever

   Of pure gold are fashioned..                  That his palace should be decked.

5 Laud and honour to the Father,

                                             Laud and honour to the Son,

                                             Laud and honour to the Spirit,

                                             Ever Three, and ever One,

                                             Consubstantial, co-eternal,

                                             While unending ages run.                   Amen.

clxj

  This is the Lord's house, firmly builded. (E.T. Alleluia.)
   It is well founded on the solid rock. (E.T. Alleluia.)
On Magnificat, Antiphon. The Lord hath hallowed * his tabernacle: for this is the house of the Lord, wherein men call  upon his Name; whereof it is written, My Name  shall   be therein, saith the Lord. (E.T. Alleluia.)   

   On the day itself of the Dedication of a Church and through the Octave, and when the Collect is to be varied because of the concurrence of the Dedication of another Church. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who, thyself invisible,  containest all things,but dost for the salvation of mankind shew forth visibly the signs of thy power: enlighten this temple with the power of thine indwelling and grant; that all they, who come together here to ask thy mercy, may, in whatsoever tribulations they call upon thee, obtain the blessings of thy consolation.Through. 
On the Anniversary of the Dedication of a Church, and through the Octave. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD,who year by year renewest unto us the day of consecration of this thy holy temple,and dost ever bring us again in safety to thy sacred mysteries: graciously hear the prayers of thy people, and grant; that whosoever entereth this temple to ask for blessings may rejoice in the obtaining of all his petitions. Through.

AT MATINS

Invitatory.  Holiness  becometh   the  house of  God:  * Let us worship Christ    her Bridegroom  within her .(E.T.Alleluia.) Psalm 95   Venite, exultemus Domino                             
 Hymn E.H. 169 Urbs Jerusalem beata  above. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon  1. I will come * into thine house, O Lord, and I will worship toward thy holy temple.  (E.T. Alleluia.) Psalm 5 Verba mea auribus V,  p. 88

Antiphon 2. The Lord * is in his holy temple: the Lord's seat is in heaven. (E.T. Alleluia.)  Psalm 11  In Domino confido X,  p. 15

Antiphon 3. Lift up * your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors. (E.T. Alleluia.) Psalm 24   Domini est terra,  XXIII,  p. 31. 

Antiphon 4. Worship the Lord * in his holy temple. (E.T. Alleluia.) Psalm 29 Afferte Domino XXVIII,  p. 36.
Antiphon 5.  The Lord * shall be my God, and this stone shall be  God's house.

(E.T. Alleluia.) Psalm 46  Deus noster refugium  XLV, p. 93.

clxij

Antiphon.  Moses * built an altar for the Lord his God. (E.T. Alleluia.) Psalm 48 Magnus Dominus  XLVII,  p. 94..

(In Eastertide, Antiphon. I will come * into thine house, O Lord, and I will worship toward thy holy temple, Alleluia.)
 Holiness becometh thine house. (E.T. Alleluia.)

  O Lord, for ever. (E.T. Alleluia.)
Our Father    Absolution Hear, O Lord  Blessing May the blessing of the eternal

From the Second Book of the Chronicles

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 7,  1-9 

N
OW when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the house. And the priests could not enter into the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's house. And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever. 

When the temple was dedicated  the people sang praises, * And sweet in     their  mouths was the sound. (E.T.Alleluia.)

 The Lord's house  is established in the top of the mountains, and all nations shall flow unto it. And sweet.

Blessing May the Only- begotten.

Lesson ij

T

HEN the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the Lord. And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep: so the king and all the people dedicated the house of God.  And the priests  waited on their offices: the Levites also with instruments of  musick of the Lord, which  David the king had made to praise  the Lord, because his  mercy   endureth for  ever,  when  David  praised  by  their hand,  and the  priests sounded trumpets before them, and all  Israel stood.

 The Lord's house is established in the top  of the mountains, and exalted  above the hills: * And all nations shall flow unto it  and say: Glory be to thee,  O  Lord. (E.T. Alleluia.) 
 They shall doubtless come again with joy, and bring  their  sheaves  with      them. And all. 

Lesson iij
M

OREOVER Solomon hallowed the middle of the court that was before the house of the Lord: for there he offered burnt offerings, and the fat of the 

clxiij

peace offerings, because the brasen altar which Solomon had made was not able to 

receive the burnt offerings and the meat offerings and the fat. Also at the same time Solomon kept the feast seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great congregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt. And in the eighth day they made a solemn assembly: for they kept the dedication of the altar seven days and the feast seven days.

 Bless, O Lord, this house which I have  built for  thy name: whosoever shall  come into  this house and pray,* Then hear thou  from heaven thy dwelling           place. 

  O Lord, if thy people turn and pray before thee in this  house. Then hear. 

Blessing May the grace of . . . 

Lesson iv 

T

HUS Solomon finished the house of the Lord, and the king's house: and all that came into Solomon's heart to make in the house of the Lord, and in his own house, he prosperously effected. And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said  unto him, I have heard  thy prayer, and have chosen  this place  to myself 
for an house of sacrifice. If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among  my people; if my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways: then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent unto the prayer that is made in this place. For now have I chosen and sanctified this house, that my name may be there for ever: and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually. 

( How dreadful is this place: this is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. * Surely the Lord is in this place, and I knew it not.
( Jacob dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it, and he said. Surely the.  Glory be. Surely the.  

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon 7. Blessed are they * that dwell in thy house, O Lord: they will be alway praising thee. (E.T. Alleluia).    Psalm 84  Quam dilecta LXXXIII, p. 137.
Antiphon 8. This is none other * but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.   Psalm 87 Fundamenta ejus LXXXVI, p. 145. 
Antiphon 9. The temple of the Lord * is holy, the foundation is God's, and the building   is his. Psalm 88  Domine Deus LXXXVII, p. 139. 
clxiv

Antiphon 10. Whoso dwelleth * under the defence  of the Most High, shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. when this Antiphon is said entire, and Alleluia is noit added at the end, then the beginniong oif the Psalm is from the second Verse Dicet Domino.  Psalm 91 Qui habitat    XC,  p. 243. 

Antiphon 11. Jacob rose up, * and set up the stone for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. Psalm 96 Cantate Domino  XCV, p. 152.

 Antiphon 12. Blessed * be the glory of the Lord from his holy place. Psalm 99 Dominus regnavit  XCVIII, p. 154. 

 My house. (E.T. Alleluia.) 

 Shall be called the house of prayer. (E.T. Alleluia.)
Our Father.  Absolution  May his mercy  Blessing  May God the Father.

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop 
Lesson v                                                                                                Sermon 229  

B

ELOVED brethren, if, as we celebrate our Dedication Festival, we are ever striving in zeal and faithfulness and are living in holiness and righteousness, then that which has gone into the building of this church is wholly fulfilled in our own spiritual temple. For he lied not who said, The temple temple of God is holy, which temple ye are; and again, Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in you? 

 If they pray towards this  house, * Forgive the sin of thy people, O God, and teach them the good way wherein   they  should walk, and glorify thy Name in      this place.(E.T. Alleluia.)
 Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel,  thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, thou that sittest upon the Cherubim. Forgive.

Blessing May Christ grant.

Lesson vj

W

E must recognize, beloved brethren, that it is by no merit of our own, but by the grace of God, that we have been found worthy to be made the temples of God. Therefore let us strive with all our might lest the Lord should find in his temple: that is, in ourselves, any thing that might offend the eyes of his Majesty. Let the tabernacle of our hearts be void of sin and full or virtues shut to the devil and open unto Christ. So let us strive in such a manner that we may be able to open the gate of the kingdom of heaven with the keys of good works. For as the gate of life is barred against us by evil works, as though with bolts and locks, so, without a doubt, is it opened unto us by means of good works. 

 How dreadful is this place. * This is  none other than the house of  God,  and    this is the gate of heaven. (E.T. Alleluia.)

 This is the house of God,  strongly builded, founded upon a  sure rock.   This is.
Blessing May God enkindle 

clxv

Lesson vij
T

HEREFORE, beloved brethren, let each of you examine himself, and if he discover in himself any wound of sin, let him first purge his conscience with prayer, fasting and almsgiving; then let him draw near and receive the Holy Eucharist.

 And Jacob  rose up early in the morning, and set up the stone for a  pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it; and vowed a vow  unto the Lord. * Surely this place   is holy,   and I  knew it  not. (E.T.Alleluia) 

 And Jacob awaked out of  his sleep,  and he said.  Surely.

Blessing  May the power of.
Lesson viij 

I

F, acknowledging his wickedness, he withdraw himself from the holy Altar, then will he obtain pardon through the loving-kindness of God. For whosoever exalteth himself shall I be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. As I said, then, he who acknowledging his wickedness, voluntarily and humbly removes himself from the Church's Altar until he amend his life, need not have the least fear of being excommunicated from the heavenly and eternal Banquet. 

( How amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts. My soul hath a desire and longing * To enter into thy courts, O Lord.
( They that dwell in thy house, O Lord, will be alway praising thee. To enter. Glory be. To enter. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
On the Canticles, Antiphon. Jacob saw a ladder, * and the top of it reached to heaven, and behold the Angels of God ascending and descending on it; and he said, Surely this place is holy, alleluia. 

Canticles

The Song of Tobit. Ch.13. 7-13

I

 WILL extol my God, * and my soul shall praise the King of heaven, and shall 

rejoice in his greatness. 

2 Let all men speak, * and let all praise him for his righteousness. 

3 O Jerusalem, the holy city, * he will scourge thee for thy children's works, and will have mercy again on the sons of the righteous. 

4 Give praise to the Lord, for he is good: * and praise the everlasting King, that his tabernacle may be builded in thee again with joy. 

5 And let him make joyful there in thee those that are captives, * and love in thee for ever those that are miserable. 

clxvj

6 Many nations shall come from far to the name of the Lord God with gifts in their hands, * even gifts to the King of heaven; all generations shall praise thee with great joy. 

7 Cursed are all they which hate thee, * blessed shall all be which love thee for ever. 

8 Rejoice and be glad for the children of the just: * for they shall be gathered together, and shall bless the Lord of the just. 

The Song of Isaiah. Ch. 2. 2-3

I

T shall come to pass in the last days, * that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the mountains, 

2 And shall be exalted above the hills, * and all nations shall flow unto it. 

3 And many people shall go and say, * Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 

4 And he will teach us of his ways, * and we will walk in his paths: 

5 For out of Zion shall go forth the law * and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

The Song of Jeremiah Ch. 7. 2-7

H

EAR ye the word of the Lord, all ye of Judah, * that enter in at these gates to worship the Lord. 

2 Thus saith the Lord of hosts, * the God of Israel, 

3 Amend your ways and your doings, * and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 

4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, * The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, are these.  

5 For if ye thoroughly amend] your ways, * and your doings, 

6 If ye thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbour: * if ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless,  and the widow,  

7 And shed not innocent  blood in this place, * neither  walk after other gods to your  hurt:  

8 Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, * in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 

Antiphon. Jacob saw a ladder, and the top of it reached to heaven, and behold the Angels of God ascending and descending on it; and he said, Surely this place is holy, alleluia. 

( This is the house of the Lord, strongly built. (E.T.Alleluia.)
( It is well founded upon a sure rock. (E.T.Alleluia.)
clxvij
Our Father. Absolution From the chains. Blessing May the Gospel. 
The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch 19

A

T that time: Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And behold, there was a man named Zaccheus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                                           Bk 8 on Luke

Z

ACCHÆUS was small of stature, that is, exalted by no dignity of noble birth and poor in merit, like a nation of the Gentiles. When he heard of he coming of the Lord the Saviour, he was eager to behold him whom his own had not received. But no man sees Jesus without effort: No one can see Jesus while he stands firm  upon  the earth.  And because  he possessed not  the prophets  nor the law, but only the grace of nature, he climbed into a sycamore tree, doubtless erasing with his own footprints the vanity of the Jews, correcting also the errors of his past life: and therefore he received Jesus as his guest into the heart of his home.

 My house shall be called the house of prayer, saith the Lord: in it every one that asketh receiveth: and he that seeketh findeth.  * And to him  that knocketh, it       shall be  opened. (E.T.Alleluia.) 

 Ask, and ye shall  receive, seek,  and ye shall find. And to him.
Blessing May he bless us.  

Lesson x

A

ND he did well to climb into the tree, that the good tree might produce good fruits, and that being cut off from the wild olive and grafted against nature into the good olive, he might be able to bring forth the fruit of the law. For the root was holy though the branches were useless, and the people of the gentiles passed beyond their unfruitful glory through faith in the resurrection as if by a kind of lifting up of the body. 

 All thy walls shall be of stones most precious, * And the towers of  Jeru salem       shall be built up with jewels. (E.T. Alleluia.) 

 The gates of Jerusalem  shall  be built of sapphire and  emerald, and  all  her walls round about with stones most precious. And the.

Blessing May the divine.

Lesson xj

Z

ACCHÆUS therefore was in the sycamore tree; there was on the road a blind man. The one the Lord in his pity awaits, the other he ennobles with the honour of his abiding with him. The one he questions, intending to heal him. He 

clxviij

invites himself, uninvited, to the other's house. For he knew his host's possessions to be rich, yet, although he had  not yet heard the words invitation, he had already seen his affection. 

( Blessed art thou, in the holy temple of thy glory, which hath been built * To the praise and glory of thy Name, O Lord.
( Blessed is that house which I have built. To the. 

Blessing May the King of . . . 

Lesson xij

L

EST we should seem, being scornful of the poor, to have quickly abandoned the blind man and passed on to the rich man, let us await him, for the Lord also waited for him. Let us question him for Christ also questioned him. As for us, let us ask because we do not know; but he, because he knows. Let us question him, that we may know whence he was cured: he questioned him, that in the one we, the many, might learn whence we deserve to see God. For he questioned him that we might believe that no one can be saved except him who makes confession. 

(  I saw  the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. * And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, * Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them. 

( And they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And I heard. Glory be.  Behold the. 

The Continuation of the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke                Ch. 19. 1-10 
A

T that time: Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And behold, there was a man named Zacchreus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus, who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchreus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchreus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him four- fold. And Jesus said unto him, 'fhis day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.  
AT LAUDS, and through the Hours,

Antiphon 1. Holiness becometh * thine house, O Lord, for ever. (E.T. Alleluia.) 

clxix
Psalm 93  Dominus regnavit  XCII, and the rest. 
Antiphon 2. My house * shall be called the house of prayer. (E.T. Alleluia.) 

Antiphon 3. This is the Lord's house, * firmly builded:  it is well  founded on  the

solid rock. (E.T. Alleluia.)  

Antiphon 4. Well founded * is the Lord's house on the solid rock. (E.T. Alleluia.)

Antiphon 5. All thy walls * shall be stones most precious; and the towers of Jerusalem  shall   be upbuilded with jewels.(E.T. Alleluia.)  
Chapter                                                                                                          Rev.21 

I

 SAW the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Short Holiness becometh * Thine house, O  Lord.  Holiness. For ever. Thine house.  Glory be.  Holiness.

 In Eastertide, Short Holiness becometh thine  house, O Lord. *  Alleluia, alleluia. Holiness.  For ever. Alleluia. Glory be. Holiness becometh.

Hymn. E.H. 170   Angularis fundamentum.     
     CHRIST is made the sure Foundation,          3   To this temple, where we call thee, 

     And the precious Corner-stone,                           Come, O Lord of Hosts, today;

     Who, the two walls underlying,                           With thy wonted loving-kindness 

     Bound in each, binds both in one,                        Hear thy people as they pray;

     Holy Sion's he1p for ever,                                    And thy fullest benediction 

     And her confidence alone.                                    Shed within its walls for ay.  

2  All that dedicated City,                                  4    Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 

    Dearly loved by God on high,                              What they supplicate to gain; 

    In exultant jubilation                                            Here to have and hold for ever 

    Pour perpetual melody:                                        Those good things their prayers obtain,

    God the One, and God the Trinal,                        And hereafter in thy glory 

    Singing everlastingly.                                          With thy blessed ones to reign. 

5.  Laud and honour to the Father;

                                                  Laud and honour to the Son;

                                                  Laud and honour to the Spirit; 

                                                  Ever Three and ever One:

                                                  Consubstantial, co-eternal, 

                                                  While unending ages run.               Amen.

 This is the Lord's house, firmly builded.  It is well founded on the solid rock. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon. Zacchaeus, * make haste, and come down; for  today      I must abide at thy house: and he made haste, and came down, and  received him joyfully into his house. This day is salvation come to this house from the Lord, alleluia. 

clxx
On the day itself of the Dedication of a Church and through the Octave.

COLLECT
O

GOD, who, thyself invisible, containest all things, but dost for the salvation of mankind shew forth visibly the signs of thy power: enlighten this temple with the power of thine indwelling and grant; that all they, who come together here to ask thy mercy, may, in whatsoever tribulations they call upon thee, obtain the blessings of thy consolation. Through. 

On the Anniversary of the Dedication of a Church. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who year by year renewest unto us the day of consecration of this thy holy temple, and dost ever bring us again in safety to thy sacred mysteries: graciously hear the prayers of thy people, and grant; that whosoever entereth this temple to ask for blessings may rejoice in the obtaining of all his petitions. Through.  
AT TERCE

Antiphon.My house. 

Chapter I saw, clxx. 

 Holiness becometh  thine house, O  Lord. (E.T. Alleluia.)

 For  ever (E.T. Alleluia.) 
AT SEXT

Antiphon.This is the Lord's house.  

Chapter                                                                                                       Rev. 21 

A

ND I heard a great voice our of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

 This place is holy wherein the priest prayeth. (E.T. Alleluia.)

 For the sins and offences of the people. (E.T. Alleluia.)
AT NONE

Antiphon. All thy walls. 

Chapter                                                                                                            Rev.21 

A

ND God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 

 This is the Lord's house, firmly builded. (E.T. Alleluia.)
 It is well founded on the solid rock. (E.T. Alleluia.)
AT II VESPERS

Antiphons, Psalms, & Chapter as in j. Vespers, clxj. 

clxxj

Short  This place is  holy  * Wherein the priest  prayeth.  This place.   For the sins and offences of   the  people. Wherein the. Glory be. This place. 
In Eastertide, short This place is holy wherein the priest prayeth. *  Alleluia,  alleluia. This place.  For the sins and offences  of  the people.   Alleluia,  alleluia.  Glory be. This place. 

Hymn  Urbs Jerusalem, p. clxj

  Holiness becometh thine house, O Lord. (E.T. Alleluia.)  

  For ever. (E.T. Alleluia.)
On Magnificat, Antiphon. O  how dreadful * is this place! truly this is none other but the house of  God,  and the gate    of heaven. (E.T.  Alleluia.)   

__________________________________________________________________ 
SECOND DAY

within the Octave
 Invitatory and Hymn as on the Feast, p. cxlvj.

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon on the j. day on which the Office of the Octave is said  I will come * into thine house, O Lord, and I will worship toward thy holy temple.  (E.T. Alleluia.)  Ferial Psalms. ( and (( from the same Nocturn of which is the Absolution.

Blessing May he bless us.

From the Treatise by S. Augustine on the Psalms

Lesson j                                                                                               On Psalm 122

J

ERUSALEM that is being built as a city. Brethren, when David was uttering these words, that city had been finished, it was not being built. It is some city he speaketh of, therefore, which is now being built, unto which living stones run in faith, of whom Peter saith, Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house; that is, the holy temple of God. What meaneth, Ye are built up as lively stones? Thou livest, if thou believest, thou art made a temple of God; for the Apostle Paul saith, The temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.


Lesson ij

T

HIS city is therefore now in building; stones are cut down from the hills by the hands of those who preach truth, they are squared that they may enter into an everlasting structure. There are still many stones in the hands of the Builder: let them not fall from his hands, that they may be built perfect into the structure of the temple. This, then, is the Jerusalem that is being built as a city: Christ is its foundation. The Apostle Paul saith, Other foundation can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Christ Jesus.

Lesson iij

clxxij
W

HEN a foundation is laid on earth, the walls are built above, and the weight of the walls tends towards the lowest parts, because the foundation is laid at 
the bottom. But if our foundation be in heaven, let us be built towards healven. Bodies have built the edifice of this basilica, the ample size of which ye see; and since bodies have built it, they placed the foundation lowest. but, since we are spiritually built, our foundation is placed at the highest point. Let us therefore run thither, where we may be built; for it is said of Jerusalem herself, Our feet were standing in the courts of Jerusalem. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon. The Lord * is in his holy temple: the Lord's seat is in heaven. (E.T. Alleluia.)

Chapter                                                                                                       Rev. 21 
A

ND I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. Thanks be to God

 This is the Lord's house, firmly builded. (E.T. Alleluia.)
 It is well founded on the solid rock. (E.T. Alleluia.)

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who year by year renewest unto us the day of consecration of this thy holy temple, and dost ever bring us again in safety to thy sacred mysteries: graciously hear the prayers of thy people, and grant; that whosoever entereth this temple to ask for blessings may rejoice in the obtaining of all his petitions. Through.  
At Lauds and the other Hours, all as on the day.

Thus the Office is said  throughout the whole Octave, axcept for the Antiphons of the Nocturns, & the Lessons.

__________________________________________________________________

THIRD DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon.  Lift up * your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors. (E.T. Alleluia.) Ferial Psalms.

 Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop
Lesson j                                                                                   Sermon 336. Ch. 1-2 

T

HE occasion for this gathering is the dedication of a house of prayer. This is indeed the house of our prayers, but we ourselves the house of God. If we ourselves are the house of God, we are being built up in this world, that we may 

clxxiij

be dedicated at the end of the world. The building, yea, rather, the act of building. demands labour; the dedication demands rejoicing. What was being done here when these walls were rising, is done now when believers in Christ are gathering together. For believers are as it were the wood and the stones cut from the forests and mountains; and when they are catechized, baptized, and fashioned, they are, so to speak, hewn, levelled and planed by the hands of carpenters and masons. Yet they form not the house of the Lord save when they are joined together by love.  

Lesson ij

I

F these timbers and stones were not fastened together In regular order, if they were not peaceably joined together if they did not, by their being fastened together, in some manner love one another, no one could enter here. Finally, when thou seest the stone and the wood well fastened together in any building, thou enterest confidently, and fearest not that they should fall. Therefore Christ our Lord, desiring to enter ,and to dwell within us, as if in the act of building, said: A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another. A new commandment, said he, I give unto you. For ye were worn out with age; ye were not yet building up my house, ye were lying in your ruins. Therefore, that ye may be raised up from your former ruins, love one another. 

Lesson iij

O

F your charity, consider that this house is yet building throughout the whole world, as was foretold and promised. For when the house was built, after the captivity, it was said, as another psalm has it: O sing unto the Lord a new song; sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth. What is there called a new song, this the Lord called a new commandment. For what means a new song save new love? Songs are for lovers. The voice of this singer is the fervour of holy love. Let us love; let us love freely, for we love the Lord, than whom we find nothing better; let us love him for himself, and ourselves in him, but yet for himself.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon. Worship the Lord * in his holy temple. (E.T. Alleluia.) Ferial Psalms.

_________________________________________________________________

FOURTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Antiphon. The Lord * shall be my God, and this stone shall be  God's house.(E.T. Alleluia.) Ferial Psalms

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop 

clxxiv

Lesson j                                                                                      Sermon 336. Ch. 3

C

ONSIDER the psalm of dedication which we have just been singing from the midst of our ruins. Thou hast put off my sackcloth: this pertains to ruin. What then pertains to the building? And girded me with gladness. The voice of dedication speaks: Therefore my glory shall sing unto thee, and I shall not be silent, Who is this that speaks? By his words ye may know him. If I expound, the saying is dark. Therefore I will repeat his words; and straightway ye will recognize the speaker, that ye may love him as he speaks to you. Who is it that could say, Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of hell? Whose soul has been brought out of hell, save his of whom it is said in another place, Thou shalt not leave my soul in hell? 



Lesson ij
A

 DEDlCATION is set before us, deliverance is sung, the song of the dedication of the house: and it is said: I will magnify thee, O Lord, for thou hast set me up, and not made my foes to triumph over me. Behold the hostile Jews who deemed that they had slain Christ, that they had conquered him as an enemy, and destroyed him as a man like unto others and mortal.

Lesson iij

O

N the third day he rose again, and his words are, I will magnify thee, O Lord,  for thou hast set me up. Hear the Apostle saying, Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him. And hast not made my foes to triumph over me. They triumphed indeed in the death of Christ, but in his Resurrection and Ascension,  in the preaching of his Name, some of them were pricked to the heart. By that preaching therefore, and by the publishing of the Apostles' steadfastness, some were pricked and converted; others were hardened and confounded, but none were made to triumph. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN 
Antiphon. Moses * built an altar for the Lord his God. (E.T. Alleluia.) Ferial  Psalms.

__________________________________________________________________

FIFTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Antiphon. Blessed are they  that dwell in thy house, O Lord: they will be alway praising thee, ( E.T. Alleluia). Ferial  Psalms.

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop

Lesson j                                                                                     Sermon 336. Ch. 3-5
T

HOU hast not made my foes to triumph over me. Do we really believe that the Jews are triumphant when churches are filled? Churches are built, dedicated, 

clxxv

filled; why should they be triumphant? Not only are they not triumphant, they are even put to confusion, and the cry of exultation is fulfilled, I will magnify thee, O Lord, for thou hast set me up, and not made my foes to triumph over me. Thou hast not made them to triumph over me: if they would only believe in me, then they would triumph in me. Lest our sermon be too lengthy, let us pass on to another verse of this psalm. Why does Christ say, Thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness? Because his sackcloth was in the likeness of sinful flesh. 

Lesson ij

T

HINK not meanly of that which he calls, My sackcloth; in it was contained the price of thy redemption. Thou hast put off my sackcloth. In his Passion it was put off. Why is it then, that it is said to God the Father, Thou hast put off my sackcloth? Do you wish to hear why it is said to the Father, Thou hast put off my sackcloth? Because, He spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all. For by means of the unbelieving Jews he brought it about that the believers were redeemed and the unbelievers were put to confusion. In their lack of belief they knew not what great good was to be done to us by means of their wickedness. The sackcloth was lifted up, and the exultant evil-doers surrounded it as though with gladness. The persecutor put off the sackcloth with a spear, and our Redeemer poured forth our price.

Lesson iij

L

ET Christ our Redeemer sing, let Judas who sold him groan, let the Jews who bought him be ashamed. Lo, Judas sold him, the Jews bought him; they concluded a wicked bargain, both were condemned. Both the buyer and the seller doomed themselves. Then let our Head sing, let him sing of his slain body; let him sing, and let us hearken: Thou hast put off my sackcloth, and girded me with gladness: that is, Thou hast put off my mortality, and girded me with immortality and incorruption. That my glory should sing unto thee, and I should not be pricked. What is, I should not be pricked? That the persecutor should no more thrust his spear at me, That I should not be pricked. For Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon. This is none other * but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. (E.T. Alleluia.) Ferial  Psalms.

__________________________________________________________________

SIXTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN 

clxxvj

Antiphon. The temple of the Lord * is holy, the foundation is God's, and the building  is his.  ( E.T. Alleluia). Ferial  Psalms.

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop 

Lesson j                                                                                       Sermon 336. Ch. 6
T

HEREFORE, while we joyfully behold the new building of his holy church, which to-day we dedicate in the Name of God, we find that we owe to our God the noblest praise, and to you, holy brethren, a sermon befitting the building of the house of God. Then verily our sermon will be fitting, if it contain somewhat 

of edification, which, God building you up inwardly, may profit to the advantage of your souls. That which we see here materially wrought in our walls, let it be spiritually wrought in our hearts; and that which we here behold perfected in wood and stone, let it, by the edifying grace of God, be perfected in your bodies.

Lesson ij
L

ET us then first render thanks to the Lord our God, from whom is every good and every perfect gift; and let us praise his loving-kindness with all readiness of heart: because, for the erection of this house of prayer, he visited the souls of the faithful, stirred up their hearts, called forth help, inspired the yet unwilling with good will, assisted the efforts of good will to the fulfilment of action; and by these means God, who worketh in his servants to will and to do his good pleasure, himself began and perfected this whole work. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND as he never suffers good works to be vain in his sight, he will bestow worthy  reward for so great work on those faithful labourers to whom he has granted the grace of his strength. Moreover greater thanks are to be given to our God. For this Church, which he has caused to be constructed unto His Name, he has caused also to be more greatly honoured by the relics of holy Martyrs.
IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Antiphon. Whoso dwelleth * under the defence  of the Most High, shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. (E.T. Alleluia.) Ferial Psalms.

__________________________________________________________________

 SEVENTH DAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE

 IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Antiphon. Jacob rose up, * and set up the stone for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. ( E.T. Alleluia). Ferial Psalms.

Sermon by Saint John Chrysostom. 

Lesson j                                                              From Homily 33 on Matthew Ch.9 

T

HE Church is the common home of all, and when ye have first occupied it, we enter in, strictly observing the form of the disciples. For this cause also we 

clxxvij

pronounce Peace in common to all, directly as we enter, according to that law. Let no one therefore be careless, no one inattentive, when the Priests have entered in and are teaching; for there is real1y no small punishment appointed for this. Yea, and I for one would rather enter into any of your houses ten thousand times, and find myself baffled, than not to be heard when I speak here. This latter is to me harder to bear than the other, by how much this House is of greater dignity; our great possessions being verily laid up here, here all the hopes we have.

Lesson ij

F

OR what is here that is not great and awful? Thus both this table is far more precious and delightful than the other, and this candlestick than the candlestick there. And this they know, as many as have put away diseases by anointing themselves with oil, in faith and in due season. And this coffer too is far better and more indispensable  than that other chest; for it hath not clothes but alms shut up in it:  even though they be few that own them. Here too is a couch better than that other; for the repose of the divine scriptures is more delightful than any couch. 


Lesson iij

A

ND had we attained to excellence in respect of concord, then had we no other home beside this. And that there is nothing overburdensome in this saying, the three thousand bear witness and the five thousand, who had but one home, one Table, one soul. But since we fall far short of their virtue and dwell scattered in our several homes, let us at least, when we meet here, be earnest in so doing. Because though in all other things we be destitute and poor, yet in these we are  rich. Wherefore here at least receive us with love when we come in unto you. And when I say, Peace be unto you, and ye say, And with thy spirit, say it not with the voice only, but also with the mind, not in mouth, but with understanding also. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Blessed * be the glory of the Lord from his holy place, alleluia. Ferial Psalms.
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ON THE OCTAVE OF THE DEDICATION OF A CHURCH.

 DOUBLE.
All as on the day, except the Lessons of the second Nocturn. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
From the First Epistle of Pope Saint Felix IV 

Lesson v                                                                            On Consecration 1, Ch. 2 

W

E read that Moses, at the Lord's commandment, made and consecrated the tabernacle, together with its table and altar, and the rest of the vessels and 

clxxviij

utensils, needful for the holy rites; and we know that he not only consecrated these things with prayers, but, by commandment of the Lord, he also anointed them with holy oil.

 If they pray towards this  house, * Forgive the sin of thy people, O God, and teach them the good way wherein   they  should walk, and glorify thy Name in      this place.(E.T. Alleluia.)
 Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel,  thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep, thou that sittest upon the Cherubim. Forgive.

Lesson vj
H

OW these things were done, and how it was none other than the priests who were anointed with holy oil, and, arrayed in priestly vestments, were consecrated to the Lord, and how the Levites fetched, carried, set up, and brought away; all these holy institutions,which by commandment of God were written by Moses, are to be found in the law of the Lord.

   How dreadful is  this   place. * This  is  none  other    than. the house of  God,  and  this is the gate of heaven. (E.T. Alleluia.)

 This   is the house of God,  strongly builded, founded upon a  sure rock.  This is none.

Lesson vij 

I

N the Book of the Kings we read how David, that most saintly king, wished to magnify the rites of God and build a temple to the Lord, and how he was forbidden, because he was responsible for much bloodshed. So he collected the costy things needful, while Solomon his son did what he himself had hoped to do, and, by commandment and with the help of God, completed and consecrated the temple, together with the altar and the rest. of the furnishings pertaining to the holy rites; as it is said in the Book of the Kings: At that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him, a great congregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt, before the Lord our God, seven days and seven days, even fourteen days. On the eighth day he sent the people away. 

  And Jacob  rose up early in the morning, and set up the stone for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it; and vowed a vow   unto the Lord. * Surely this place   is holy,  and  I knew it not. (E.T.Alleluia). 

 And Jacob awaked out of  his sleep, and he said, Surely. Glory be. Surely.


Lesson viij                                                                      On Consecration 1, Ch. 17

A

N example is given by the Lord himself, that the festivals of the dedication of churches and priests should be celebrated with solemn rite every year;  for he 

clxxix
came to this celebration of the festival with the rest of the people, thus ordaining that it should be done at every Dedication Festival; as it is written, And it was at Jerusalem the Feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. You will find in the Book of the Kings, after the account of the dedication of the temple, that these celebrations are to be kept for eight days. 

( How amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts. My soul hath a desire and longing * To enter into thy courts, O Lord.
( They that dwell in thy house, O Lord, will be alway praising thee. To enter. Glory be. To enter 
__________________________________________________________________

1884:

 IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
From the Decree of the C. S. R. of  27th August 1836 the followiung Himily is to be said:

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke

Lesson ix                                                                                                        Ch 19

A

T that time: Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And behold, there was a man named Zaccheus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                                      Bk. 8 on S. Luke 
T

HE Evangelist tells us that when Zacchæus saw the Lord, he made haste and followed him, glorifying God. On the other hand, he would not see him, did he not follow Christ, preach the Lord, despise the world. We find grace among the rich also. We do not wish to give offence to the rich, we who wish to heal all men, if it can be done; and they might take offence at the comparison between the camel being squeezed through the eye of a needle, and Zacchæus making all speed to forsake his wealth. 

  My house shall be called the house of prayer, saith the Lord: in it every one that asketh receiveth: and he that seeketh findeth.  * And to him  that knocketh, it       shall be  opened. (E.T.Alleluia.) 

 Ask, and ye shall  receive, seek,  and ye shall find. And to him.
Lesson x 

L

ET the rich learn that evil lies not in the possession of abundant wealth, but in those who do not know how to use their wealth. For riches, just as they are encumbrances to evil-doers, are aids to virtue to welldoers. Truly Zacchæus  was rich, and he was chosen by Christ; but by bestowing the half of his goods to the poor, and by restoring fourfold of what he had taken by false accusation (on the other hand, this would not have been sufficient, nor would his liberality have

 clxxx

availed, if he had continued in wrongdoing; since not plunder but gifts were sought), by this use of his riches, he received a reward that was more abundant than that which he had given away. 

  All thy walls shall be of stones most precious, * And the towers of  Jerusalem shall be built up with jewels. (E.T. Alleluia.) 

 The gates of Jerusalem  shall  be built of sapphire and  emerald, and  all  her walls round about with stones most precious. And the.

Lesson xj

R

IGHTLY was he called the chief among the publicans. Who will despair of his own life now, when this man, who had been guilty of false accusation, attained unto salvation? And, says the Evangelist, He was rich; that you may realize that not all rich men are avaricious. Because he was little of stature: what else could he be, how could Scripture say that he was any taller? 

( Blessed art thou, in the holy temple of thy glory, which hath been built * To the praise and glory of thy Name, O Lord.
( Blessed is that house which I have built. To the.

Lesson xij 

B

EHOLD, lest you should think this littleness a bad thing, or understand it as littleness of faith: he had not yet promised restoration, he had not yet seen Christ, deservedly was he yet little. But John was great, because he saw both Christ and the Spirit in the likeness of a dove abiding on Christ, as he himself declared, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. 

(  I saw  the Holy City, New Jerusalem, coming down from heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. * And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, * Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them. 

( And they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And I heard. Glory be.  Behold the. 

__________________________________________________________________

clxxxxj
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IN EASTERTIDE

In the Commons of the Blessed Virgin Mary, of Confessors, Virgins, and Holy Women not Virgins, and of the Dedication of a Church

the Office is said  at in other seasons; but at the end of the Invitatory, the Antiphons, the (( and long (( Alleluia is added. But at the end of the Short ( are said two: Alleluia, alleluia; which are also repeated as part of the Responsory after the (: and the six Psalms are said in the j and ij Nocturn under the first Antiphon of each Nocturn.
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