AT TERCE

Antiphon. Gladly will I glory, p. 1731. 

Chapter I have fought, as above at Lauds, p. 1732. 

Short ( as in the Common, p. xj. 

Their sound is gone out  *  Into all lands. Their sound. 

( And their words into the ends of the world. Into all. Glory be. Their sound. 

( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands.

( They shall remember thy name, O Lord. 

AT SEXT

Antiphon. The grace of God, p. 1731. 

Chapter 2                                                                                                   Cor. 12 

L

EST I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee. 

Short ( as in the Common, p. xij.

Thou shalt make them princes * In all lands. Thou shalt. 

( They shall remember thy Name, O Lord. In all. Glory be. Thou shalt. 

( Right honourable are thy friends unto me, O God. 

( Right well is their princedom established. 

AT NONE

Antiphon. Thrice was I beaten with rods., p. 1732.

Chapter 1 Cor. 15 

F

OR I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain. 

Short ( as in the Common, p. xiij.

Right honourable are thy friends * Unto me, O God. Right honourable.

( Right well is their princedom established. Unto me. Glory be. Right honourable. 

( They declared the work of God. ( And wisely considered of his doing. 

AT VESPERS

Antiphons and Psalms of the Common of Apostles, p. xiij. 

From the Chapter it is of the Octave of S. John, as in I Vespers of the Feast, p. 1691. 

At the end for commemoration of the holy Apostles, Antiphon.            Tone viij
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               Pe -  ter    the    A -  pos-tle   and   Paul the  Doc- tor of the Gentiles:
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          these    have  taught us           thy            law,        O     Lord.

(Thou shalt make them princes in all lands. 

( They shall remember thy name,O Lord. 

COLLECT
O

 GOD who hast hallowed this day by the martyrdom of thine Apostles Peter and Paul: grant unto thy Church in all things to follow the commandment of those; through whom she received the beginning of religion. Through. 

But in Churches of Saint Paul the whole Office is of him. Antiphons and Psalms from the Common of Apostles, p. xiij. 

Chapter and the rest as in I Vespers, with commemoration of S. Peter, as in I Vespers above. And commemoration of the Octave of S. John.  

__________________________________________________________________

FEASTS OF JULY

On the first unmpeded day is said the Office of the Dead. 

__________________________________________________________________

(THE FIRST SUNDAY IN JULY (THE FIRST OF JULY))

ON THE FEAST OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 

OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

If the Feast of the most Precious Blood falls on the second of July, it is to be transferred to the day immediately following, so long as it be not impeded by a Feast of higher rank.

AT VESPERS
Antiphon 1.                                                                                                Tone j, 1
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Who is this * that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bosrah? this that
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     is glorious in his apparel? Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113, 117, as in I Vespers of Apostles, ii. 

Antiphon 2.                                                                                           Tone vij, 2

[image: image5.png]



      I  that speak * in righteousness, mighty to save.       E    u    o    u    a     e.

Antiphon 3.                                                                                              Tone v
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     He was clothed * with a vesture dipped in blood: and his Name is called The 
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      Word of God.    E   u   o   u   a   e.

Antiphon 4.                                                                                               Tone v

[image: image8.png]ﬁ“ﬂ_‘.__‘.‘r._

L)





     Wherefore * art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that
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     treadeth in the wine-fat?    E   u   o   u   a   e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                               Tone vj
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      I have trodden * the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with 
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     me.  E   u   o   u   a   e.                           1735

Chapter                                                                                                         Heb. 9 

B

RETHREN: Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own Blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 

Hymn                            Festivis resonent compta vocibus                          Mode III
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With glad and joyous strains now let each street resound,

                    And let the laurel wreath each Christian brow entwine; 

                    With torches waving bright,let old and young go forth, 

                    And swell the train in solemn line. 

               2  Whilst we with bitter tears,with sighs and grief profound,

                    Wail o'er the saving Blood, pour'd forth upon the Tree,

                    Oh, deeply let us muse, and count the heavy price 

                    Which Christ hath paid to make us free. 

               3  The primal man of old,who fell by serpent's guile, 

                   Brought death and many woes upon his fallen race; 

                   But our new Adam, Christ, new life unto us gave, 

                   And brought to all ne'er-ending grace.

               4  To heaven's highest height, the piercing cry went up

                   Of him who hung in pain, God's own eternal Son; 

                   His saving, priceless Blood, his Father's wrath appeased, 

                   And for his sons full pardon won. 
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5  Whoe'er in that pure Blood his guilty soul shall wash,

                         Shall from his stains be freed, be made as roses bright; 

                         Shall vie with Angels pure, shall please his King and Lord, 

                         And precious shine in his glad sight. 

                     6  Oh, from the path of right ne'er let thy steps depart, 

                         But haste thee to the goal in virtue's peaceful ways; 

                         Thy God who reigns on high will e'er direct thy steps, 

                         And crown thy deeds with blissful days. 

                     7  Father of all things made, to us propitius be, 

                         For whom thy own dear Son his saving Blood did spill; 

                         O Holy Spirit, grant the souls by thee refreshed 

                         Eternal bliss may ever fill.                                          Amen.

( Thou hast redeemed us, O Lord, by thy Blood.

( And hast made us unto our God a kingdom. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                          Tone v
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       But ye are come * unto Mount Sion and unto the city of the living God, the 
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      heavenly Jerusalem, and to Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant, and to the 

[image: image15.png]



Blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. Cant. Magnificat

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who didst appoint thine only-begotten Son to be the Redeemer of the world, and hast vouchsafed to be reconciled to us by his Blood: grant us, we beseech thee, so to venerate with solemn worship the price of our salvation, that by its power we may be defended from the evils of this present life on earth; and may rejoice in the eternal fruit thereof in heaven. Through the same. 

Commemoration of the Sunday.
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AT MATINS

Invitatory. -  Christ the Son of God, who hath redeemed us by his own blood, * O come, let us worship. Psalm 95 Venite 
Hymn                               Ira justa Conditoris                                       Mode III
   Righteous anger of our Maker                   4 O Supernal, wondrous Knowledge

   Poured his vengeance in the Flood,              High exalted, heights unknown!

   And the crime.filled world submerged;        O how sweet thy loving- kindness 

   (Noah he saved in ark of wood.)                   To the weak and sinful shown,

   Then he came with love stupendous,            That the King of kings, all Goodness,

   Washed the world in Precious Blood.           Should for guilty slaves atone.

2 So the happy earth and healthful,               5 When we rouse the Judge's anger 

   Watered by such saving showers,                  By our sinfulness abhorred, 

   Though once sown with thorns and trouble,  Then from wrath we are protected 

   Now sprouts forth with tiny flowers:             By thy pleading Blood out- poured,

   All the bitter plants of wormwood                 Then from violent waves of evil

   Change to flowing nectar's dowers.               We to safety are restored. 

3 Straightway ceased the serpent's venom,    6 Thee, O Christ, the world's Redeemer, 

   All its poison laid aside:                                 With our thankful praise we greet,

  And the wild beasts' raging ended                   Ever dwelling with the Father,

  While their cruel fierceness died;                    And the Holy Paraclete,

  For the gentle Lamb and wounded                  Whose is boundless praise and power

  Won the victory glorified.                               Through the ages; as is meet.          Amen. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. And when eight days were accomplished * for the circumcising of the Child, his Name was called Jesus. Psalm 2 Quare fremuerunt

Antiphon. And being in an agony, * he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as It were great drops of Blood falling down to the ground. Psalm 3 Domine, quid

Antiphon. Judas, * which had betrayed him, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver, saying: I have sinned, in that I have betrayed the innocent Blood. Psalm 16  Conserva me
( Thou hast redeemed us, O Lord. ( By thy Blood. 

From the Epistle to the Hebrews 

Lesson j                                                                                                Ch. 9, 11-22 

C

HRIST being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and 

more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. For if the 
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blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause he is the mediator of lhe new testament, that by means of death. for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 

( Jesus, that he might sanctify the people, with his own Blood suffered without the gate. * Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. 

( Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin. Let us. 

Lesson ij 

F

OR where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth. Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood. For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 

( Moses took the blood, and sprinkled all the people, saying: * This is the blood of the testament, which God hath enjoined unto you. 

( Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them. This is. 

Lesson iij

H

AVING therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having an high priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) and let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works. 

( Ye, who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the Blood of Christ: * For he 
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is our peace, who hath made both one.

( It pleased the Father that, having made peace through the Blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things to himself, whether they be things in earth; or things in heaven. For he. Glory be. For he. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Pilate, * willing to content the people, delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified. Psalm 23  Dominus regit me

Antiphon. When Pilate * saw that he could prevail nothing, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude saying: I am innocent of the Blood of this Just Person. Psalm 30    Exaltabo te
Antiphon. Then answered * all the people, and said, His Blood be on us, and on our children. Psalm 64 Exaudi, Deus

( The Blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  ( Cleanseth us from all sin. 

Sermon by S. John Chrysostom 

Lesson iv                                                                              Homily to Neophytes 

D

O you wish to hear of the virtue of the Blood of Christ? Let us return to its figure, let us recall the former type, and relate the ancient Scripture. In Egypt, at midnight, God was threatening thc Egyptians with the tenth plague, by which their first-born should perish, because they kept his first-born people in captivity. But lest the beloved people of the Jews should perish together with them, because they were all in the same place, in his wisdom he found a remedy. Behold, then, a wonderful example, that you may learn the virtue of truth, The Divine wrath was expected. and the destroyer paced round every house. What, therefore, did Moses do? Kill a yearling lamb, he said, and strike the door posts with its blood, What do you say, Moses? Is the blood of a sheep likely to deliver rational man? Indeed it is, says he, not by virtue of that blood, but because by its figure the Lord's Blood is foreshown. 

( Pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: * Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold. 

( But with the precious Blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without spot. Forasmuch. 

Lesson v 

F

OR as the statues of rulers, which have neither speech nor reason, have been wont at times to help men who fled to them, the latter having reason and soul, because these statues possessed the likeness of the ruler, not because they were made of bronze; so likewise was this irrational blood able to deliver men having souls, not because it was blood, but because it pointed to the coming of that other 

1740
Blood. And thus the destroying angel, when he saw the sprinkled door posts and lintels, passed by and did not dare go in. And now, should the enemy see, not the type of the blood sprinkled on those door posts, but the true Blood of Christ gleaming on the lips of the faithful, the door posts of his dedicated temple, how much more would he withdraw himself? For if the Angel withdrew from the type, how much more terrified would the enemy be were he to come face to face with the reality? Do you wish to search further into the virtue of this Blood? I would have you first examine from whence it had its source, and from what fountain it flowed. It sprang from the Cross itself; its source was the Lord's side. For, says the Evangelist, when Jesus was dead and still hanging on the Cross, a soldier approached and pierced his side with a spear, and forthwith came there out water and Blood: one is the sign of Baptism, the other of the sacrament.
( Ye are bought with a price: * Glorify God in your body. 

( Ye are bought with a price, be not ye the servants of men. Glorify. 

Lesson vj

T

HE soldier opened his side, and laid open the wall of that holy temple; and so I have found that greatest of treasures, and rejoice to find the glittering wealth. And so was it dpne concerning that lamb: the Jews killed a sheep, and I have learned the value of the Sacrament. From his side came there out Blood and water. I would not, my hearer, have you pass lightly over the hidden meaning of such great mysteries; for it remains to discourse on the hidden and mystical sense.  

I have said that the water and Blood revealed the sign of Baptism and of the Sacraments. By these holy Church was founded through the laver of regeneration and the renovation of the Holy Ghost. Through Baptism, I say, and the Sacraments, which were seen to come forth from his side. For Christ built the Church from his own side, just as Eve, Adam's wife, was brought forth from Adam's side. For this reason Paul also testifies, saying: For we are members of his body and of his bones; referring, no doubt, to his side. For just as God made the woman to be created from Adam's side, so also did Christ give us water and Blood from his side, from whence he built his Church. 

( God commendeth this love toward us: * In that, while we were yet sinners, in due time Christ died for us. 

( Much more then, being justified br his Blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. In that. Glory be. In that.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. Then came Jesus forth, * wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man. Psalm 71 In te, Domine
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Antiphon. And he, * bearing his Cross. went forth into a place called, The place of 

a skull, where they crucified him. Psalm 88 Domine Deus

Antiphon. When they saw * that he was dead already, they brake not his legs; but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came out Blood and water. Psalm 94 Deus ultionum

(Christ loved us. (And washed us from our sins in his own Blood.

The Lesson from the holy Gospel accoording to John.

Lesson vij                                                                                                 Ch. 19

W

HEN Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                            Homily 120 on John 

O

NE of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there 

out blood and water. That therein might, as it were, be thrown wide the door of life, from which the sacraments of the Church have flowed out, without which there is no entering in unto life which is true life. That Blood was shed for the remission of sins: that water tempers the cup of salvation; this gives both laver and drink. In foreannouncement of this it was that Noah was bidden to make a door in the side of the ark, by which should enter thereinto the living creatures that should not perish in the flood, by which creatures the Church was prefigured. With regard to this it was, that the first woman was made out of the side of the man as he slept, and was called Life, and Mother of all living. Significant she was, truly, of a great good, before the great evil of her transgression. ¶ Here the second Adam with bowed head slept upon the Cross, that thence might be formed for him a wife, who came forth from his side as he slept. O Death, by which the dead come to life again! What purer than this Blood? What than this wound more healing? 

( This is he that camc by water and Blood, even Jesus Christ: * Not by water only, but by water and Blood.  

( In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. Not by. 

Blessing May the divine.
. 

Lesson viij                                                                    Comm. on Psalm 96 (XCV) 

M

EN were being held captive under the devil, and were serving devils; but they were redeemed from captivity. They could sell, but they could not redeem themselves. ¶ The Redeemer came, and gave a price; he poured forth his Blood, and bought the whole world. Ye ask what he bought? Ye see what he hath given; find out then what he bought, The Blood of Christ was the price. What is equal to this? What, but the whole world? What, but all nations? They are very ungrateful for their price, or very proud, who say that the price is so small that it 
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bought the Africans only; or that they are so great that it was given for them alone. Let them not exult, let them not be proud: he gave what he gave for the whole world. 

( God hath predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ, * In whom we have redemption through his Blood. 

( The forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace, wherein he hath abounded towards us. In whom. Glory be. In whom. 

Lesson ix of the Homily of the Sunday. But if it be transferred, the signs ¶ ¶ are observed, which show the distribution of the Lessons. 

(If no Feast of ix Lessons is to be commemorated, this will be

Lesson ix                                                                 From Serm. 344 on the Seasons 

H

IS Blood he had, wherewith to redeem us, and for this end he received his Blood - only to pour it out for our redemption. If you would have it so, the Blood of our Lord is given for you; if you would not have it so, it is not given for you. Perhaps you will say: My God had his Blood that would redeem me, but yet, when he suffered he gave it all away; is there any left for me? This is a great mystery: He gave that Blood once, and he gave it for all men. To those who desire it,  it is salvation; to those who refuse it, it is condemnation. Now you are unwilling to die: why do you hesitate to be delivered from the second death? For you will be delivered, If you are willing to take up your cross, and follow the Lord; for he took up his, and sought out his servant.) 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 
AT LAUDS, and through the Hours

Antiphon 1.                                                                                                    Tone ij
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      What are these * which are arrayed in white robes, and whence came they? 
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Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit, p. .28   and the rest. 

Antiphon 2.                                                                                                 Tone j, 2
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      These are they * which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their
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     robes in the Blood of the Lamb. E    u   o   u    a    e.

Antiphon 3.                                                                                                 Tone vj
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     Therefore * are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night  in
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     his temple.  E   u   o   u   a   e.

Antiphon 4.                                                                                             Tone vij, 3

[image: image22.png]



        And they overcame the dragon *  by the Blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
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      of  their  testimo-ny.     E   u   o   u   a     e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                              Tone viij, 2
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      Blessed * are they which have washed their robes in the Blood of the Lamb. 
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       E   u   o    u    a     e. 

Chapter                                                                                                          Heb. .9 

B

RETHREN: Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves,but by his own Blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 
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Hymn                                   Salvete Christi vulnera                                   Mode iv  
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  Hail, holy wounds of Jesus, hail,             5 His beauteous brow, oh, shame and grief,

   Sweet pledges of the saving Rood,              By the sharp thorny crown is riven; 

   Whence flow the streams that never fail,    Through hands and feet, without relief, 

   The purple streams of his dear Blood.        The cruel nails are rudely driven. 

2 Brighter than brightest stars ye shew,       6 But when for our poor sakes he died, 

   Than sweetest rose your scent more rare,    A willing Priest by love subdued, 

   No Indian gem may match your glow,        The soldier's lance transfix'd his side, 

   No honey's taste with yours compare.         Forth flowed the Water and the Blood. 

3 Portals ye are to that dear home               7 In full atonement of our guilt, 

   Wherein our wearied souls may hide,        Careless of self, the Saviour trod, 

   Whereto no angry foe can come,                E'en till his heart's best Blood was spilt, 

The Heart of Jesus crucified.                      The wine-press of the wrath of God. 

4 What countless stripes our Jesus bore,    8 Come, bathe you in the healing flood, 

   All naked left in Pilate's hall!                     All ye who mourn, by sin oppressed, 

   From his torn flesh how red a shower        Your only hope is Jesus' Blood,

   Did round his sacred person fall!               His blessed heart your only rest. 

9 All praise to him, th' eternal Son,

                                               At God's right hand enthroned above, 

                                               Whose Blood our full redemption won, 

                                               Whose Spirit seals the gift of love.               Amen.

( Being justified by the Blood of Christ. 

( We shall be saved from wrath through him. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                         Tone vij, 1
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       The Blood of the Lamb * shall be to you for a token, saith the Lord:and when 
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      I see the Blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to 
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       destroy you.  Canticle  Benedictus

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who didst appoint thine only-begotten Son to be the Redeemer of the world, and hast vouchsafed to be reconciled to us by his Blood: grant us we beseech thee, so to venerate with solemn worship the price of our salvation, that by its power we may be defended from the evils of this present life on earth; and may rejoice in the eternal fruit thereof in heaven. Through the same.

Commemoration of the Sunday. 

AT PRIME

In the Short (
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          Who hast redeemed us by thy Blood. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. These are they, p. 1743. 

Chapter Brethren: Christ being come, as above at Lauds, p. 1744.  

Short ( 
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     Thou hast redeemed us, O Lord. *  By thy Blood.                Thou hast. 
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(      Out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.    By thy.
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                Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

                Thou hast. 
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(               The Blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of                      God. 

(               Cleanseth us from all                                                sin. 

AT SEXT

Antiphon. Therefore, p. 1744. 

Chapter                                                                                                         Heb. 9 

F

OR if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh; how much more shall the Blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

Short (
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       The Blood of Jesus Christ the Son of God * Cleanseth us.         The Blood. 
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(    From all sin.              Cleanseth us.    Glory be.       The Blood. 

( Christ loved us. ( And washed us in his own Blood. 

AT NONE
Antiphon. Blessed, p. 1744. 

Chapter                                                                                                        Heb. 9 

M

OSES took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. 

Short (
1747
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 Christ loved us and washed us. * In his own Blood.              Christ loved.
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(    And hath made us kings and priests unto God  and his Father.     In his. 

Glory be. Christ loved. 

( Being justified by the Blood of Christ. 

( We shall be saved from wrath through him. 

IN II VESPERS

All as in first, except the last Psalm, instead of which Psalm 147, v. 12 Lauda Jerusalem. 

( We therefore pray thee, help thy servants. 

( Whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious Blood. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                        Tone iv, 1
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      And this day * shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to
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  the Lord   throughout your generations by an ordinance for ever. Cant . Magn.

Commemoration is made of the Sunday. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

THE FIRST OF JULY

ON THE OCTAVE DAY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST

DOUBLE.

All is said as on the day of the Feast, except the Lessons. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

 Sermon by S. Maximus, Bishop. 

Lesson iv                                                Homily 3 on the Nativity of S.John Baptist
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T

HE festivity of the present day, dearly beloved brethren, was consecrated by the actual birthday of the venerable John the Baptist who was sent into this world by heavenly dispensation, not only in order that he himself might have the sublime glory of a prophet, but also that through him the proclamations of all the Prophets might be confirmed. Deservedly do we venerate him now with particular honour who by a special grace was last to prophesy the Redeemer of the world, so that he might be the first to shew him forth. For he is the only one of the Prophets who was counted worthy to see our Lord Jesus Christ with his own eyes, and to announce that he had arrived, whom the others had known to be far in the future. 

( The Angel of the Lord came down to Zacharias, saying: Receive a son in thine old age: * And his name shall be called John the Baptist. 

( This child shall be great in the sight of the Lord, for his hand is with him. And his.

Lesson v 

H

E it is, whom by God's inspiration Isaiah foreknew and announced, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare ye the way of the Lord. How rightly, dearly beloved brethren, is blessed John called a voice, who was sent as herald and witness of the heavenly Word. This is he, whose birth, and name, and praise were foretold by the Angel Gabriel. This is he, who is placed before all mortals by the judgment of heavenly sentence, when the Lord says: Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist. How beautifully it was said, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a 

greater: since He was in every way greater than John, who was born of a Virgin. 

( This is the beloved Forerunner, a burning and shining light before the Lord: * For verily this is John who made straight in the desert a highway for our God, and, moreover, bore witness unto the Lamb of God, and enlightened the minds of men. 

( He shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias. For verily.

Lesson vj 

H

AVING beheld these things, observe, dearly beloved, what great reverence, what great devotion we should show him: who for his honour was prophesied by the Holy Spirit, promised by an Angel, praised by the Lord, and consecrated by the perpetual glory of a holy death. For it was fitting, that his marvellous birth should be followed by a wonderful life, and that his holy and perfect life should be ended by a death devoted to God. Wherefore, brethren, rightly today in the whole world Christ's Church together celebrates with a most joyful festivity the beginnings of his birth, who as a most faithful witness revealed to an amazed world that eternal joys had come nigh unto mortals. 
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( They made signs to his father, how he would have him called. And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying: * His name is John. 

( The mouth of Zacharias was opened, and he prophesied, saying. His name. Glory be. His name. 

IN THE THIRD NOC'lURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                       Ch. 1 

E

LISABETH'S full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son. And her neighbours and her cousins heard how the Lord had shewed great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her. And the rest. 

(From the Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop.          Book on Luke, ch. l, at the end. 

H

IS NAME, he said, is John. Elisabeth could not fail to know the Lord's prophet who had foretold Christ. It is well that it adds: that none of his kindred was called by this name: that thou mayest understand that it is not the name of the family, but of the Prophet. Zacharias also is questioned by signs:but since unbelief had taken away his speech and hearing, he spoke by hand and letters what he could not by voice.

( The Lord's Forerunner cometh, of whom the Lord himself bore witness, saying: * Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist. 

( This is that prophet, and more than a prophet, of whom the Saviour said. Among them. 

Lesson viij

F

OR he wrote, saying: His name is John. And here the name is not imposed, but it adds: and immediately his tongue was loosed: for what unbelief had bound, faith loosed. Therefore let us believe also, that we may speak; that our tongue, that is bound in the bonds of unbelief, may be loosed by the voice of reason. 

( The Angel Gabriel appeared unto Zacharias, and said to him: Thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. * And many shall rejoice at his birth. 

( He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. And many. Glory be. And many.

Lesson ix 

L

ET us write mysteries in the spirit, if we wish to speak: let us write the herald of Christ, not in stone tablets, but in tablets of hearts of flesh. For he who 
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speaks John, prophesies Christ. Let us speak John, let us speak Christ also: that our mouth also may be opened, which in so great a priest, like dumb beasts, the bit of nodding faith compelled.) 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

In Lauds commemoration is made of the holy Apostles. Antiphon as  p. 245
Glorious princes over all the earth, as in life they loved one another, so even in death they were not divided.

( Their sound is gone out into all lands. 

( And their words into the ends of the world.

COLLECT

O

 GOD who hast hallowed this day by the martyrdom of thine Apostles Peter and Paul: grant unto thy Church in all things to follow the commandment of those: through whom she received the beginning of religion. Through. 

Vespers of the following with commemoration of the Octave of Saint John. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE SECOND OF JULY

ON THE FEAST OF THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

At Vespers, Antiphons of Lauds. Psalms, Chapter and Hymn as on Feasts of the B.V.M. 

( Blessed art thou among women. ( And blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                     Tone viij, 1
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      Blessed art thou,* O Mary, for thou hast believed: and there shall be a   per-

[image: image41.png]]





   formance in thee of those things which were told thee from the Lord, alle- luia. 
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        Canticle Magnificat  
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COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, to grant unto us thy servants the gift of heavenly grace: that as the child-bearing of the blessed Virgin was unto us the beginning of salvation; so the devout observance of her Visitation may bestow on us an increase of peace.  Through. 

And commemoration is made of the Octave of S. John only, as in II Vespers of the Feast. 

At Compline and through the Hours, at the end of the Hymns is said: 

All honour, laud, and glory be,

                                          O Jesu,Virgin-born, to thee;  

AT MATINS

Invitatory. -  Let us celebrate the Visitation of the Virgin Mary: * Let us worship Christ the Lord her Son. 

Hymn, Antiphons, Psalms and (( of the Nocturns, as on Feasts of the B.V.M. 

IN THE FIRST NOC'IURN

From the Son. of Solomon

Lesson j                                                                                               Ch. 2,  1-17 

I

 AM the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters. As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down under his shadow wjth great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love. Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: for I am sick of love. His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me. I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please. 

( Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone:  The voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 

( Mary arose, and entered Into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth.  The voice. 

Lesson ij 

T

HE voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh; leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills. My beloved is like a roe or a young hart: behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, shewing himself throuah the lattice. My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; the fig tree putteth forth the green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. 

1752

( Who is this that cometh up like the sun? This, comely as Jerusalem? * The daughters of Sion saw her and called her blessed, the queens also, and they praised her. 

( And about her it was as the flower of roses in the spring, and lilies of the valleys. The daughters. 

Lesson iij 

A

RISE, my love, my fair one, and come away. O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely. Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines: for our vines have tender grapes. My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth among the lilies. Until the day break, and the shadows flee away, turn, my beloved, and be thou like a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether.

( Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: and she spake out with a loud voice, and said: Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. * And whence is this to me, that the Mother of my Lord should come to me? 

( For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. * And whence. Glory be. And whence. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. John Chrysostom                                                 Metaphrastes: July

Lesson iv 

W

HEN our Redeemer came to us, he went straight to his friend John who was still in his mother's womb. And when John from womb to womb beheld him, shaking thw barriers of nature, he cried out: I see the Lord who founded the barriers of nature, and I am not waiting for the time of birth, The space of nine months is not necessary, for he who is eternal is in me. I shall go forth from this dark dwelling-place, I shall proclaim my pent-up knowledge of wonderful things. I am a sign: let me point to the coming of Christ, I am a trumpet: let me proclaim the dispensation of the Son of God in flesh, Let me sound the trumpet, by it let me bless my father's tongue, that it may speak, Let me sound the trumpet, that I may quicken my mother's womb.

( Behold, he cometh leaping upon the mountilins, skipping upon the hills, * My beloved is like a roe or a young hart, 

( He rejoiceth as a giant to run his course: he goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven. My. 

Lesson v 

1753
B

EHOLD, beloved, what a new and wondrous mystery is here. He is not yet born, and he speaks by his leaps; he has not yet appeared, and he gives a warning; it is not yet given him to cry, and he is heard by his action; he is not yet brought to life, and he preaches God; he has not yet seen the light, and he reveals the Sun; he is not yet born, and he hastens to be the Fore-runner. In the presence of the Lord he cannot bear to be kept back; he cannot endure the restraint of natural barriers; but he strives to break out from the prison of the womb, and is eager to herald the coming of the Saviour. He who loosens bonds, he cries, is coming, and why do I stay bound, and held fast, so that I have to remain here? The Word comes, that he may order all things: and am I to remain still held? I shall go forth, I shall run before him, and proclaim to all: Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

( Rejoice with me, all ye that love the Lord, for although I was lowly I pleased the Most High. * And from my womb I have brought forth God and man. 

( All generations shall call me blessed, for the Lord hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. And from. 

Lesson vj 

B

UT tell us, O John, how you perceived and heard, when you were still shut up in the dark womb of your mother? how you beheld things divine? how you leaped and rejoiced? It is a great mystery, he said, that is here accomplished, and It is far removed from human understanding. It is fitting that I should do things new to nature, because of him who will do new things that are above nature. I see, although I am yet in the womb, because I see the Sun of Righteousness being carried in a womb. I hear with my ears, because I am born as the voice of the great Word. I cry out, because I contemplate the only-begotten Son of the Father clothed in flesh. I exult, because I see the Creator of the universe take the form of a man. I leap, because I think of the Redeemer of the world become Incarnate. I run before his coming, and by my confession, as it were, I go before him to you. 

( Blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord. And Mary said: * My soul doth magnify the Lord.

( O come hither, and hearken, and I will tell you what God hath done for my soul. My soul. Glory be. My soul. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN
The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson vij                                                                                                         Ch. 1 

M

ARY arose in those days, and went into the hill country with  haste, into a city of Juda; and entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. 
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And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                               Bk. 2 on Luke Ch. 1 

I

T is to be perceived that the superior comes to the inferior, to bring aid to the inferior: Mary comes to Elisabeth, Christ to John. And it was the same later, for the Lord came to baptism, to sanctify the baptism of John. Also, Mary came in haste, and the benefits of the Divine Presence are made manifest. Notice the difference and the appropriateness of every word. Elisabeth was the first to hear the voice, but John was the first to realize the grace. Elisabeth heard by natural means; John by reason of the mystery. She perceived the coming of Mary, he of the Lord. Mary and Elisabeth speak words of grace; Jesus and John work inwardly, and take up the mystery of godliness which the mothers had begun: by a double miracle the mothers prophesy through the spirit of their little ones. The babe leaped, the mother was filled. It was not the mother who was filled first, but the son; yet when the babe was filled with the Holy Ghost he filled his mother also. 

( All generations shall call me blessed, * For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his Name. 

( And his mercy is on them that fear him, from generation to generation. For he.

Blessing May the Virgin of virgins whose Feast we are keeping intercede for us to the Lord. 

Lesson viij

A

ND whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? That is: How is it that such great good should come to me, that the Mother of my Lord should come to me? I perceive the miracle, I acknowledge the mystery: The Mother of the Lord is pregnant with the Word, she is full of God. And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house. It is rightly shown that Mary both performed this kindncss, and kept the mystic number. For the cause of her remaining was not only that of friendship; it was also for the advantage of he prophet. For if at her first entrance so great an advantage was seen that at Mary's salutation the babe leaped in the womb, and the mother was filled with the Holy Ghost: what great benefit should we think was bestowed upon him by his being in the presence of Mary for so long a time? Therefore was the prophet anointed, and trained like a good athlete, in his mother's womb; for his strength was being prepared for a very great contest. 
( Happy indeed art thou, O holy Virgin Mary, and worthy of all praise: * For from thee hath arisen the Sun of Righteousness * Christ our God. 

( Pray for the people, entreat for the clergy, intercede for all womankind vowed unto God. May all acknowledge the help of thy prayer, who celebrate thy holy Visitation. For from.   Glory be.  Christ our. 
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For the holy Martyrs Processus and Martinian 

Lesson ix 

D

URING the time that Peter and Paul were held in the Mamertine prison on Mount Tarpeius, two guards, Processus and Martinian, with forty others, moved by the Apostles' preaching and miracles, turned to the faith of Jesus Christ; and, when suddenly a fountain sprang out of the rock, were baptized. And they allowed the Apostles to depart if they wished. But Paulinus, the Prefect of the soldiers, learned of it, and tried to dissuade Processus and Martinian from their purpose. And when he had spent his time in vain, he ordered their faces to be bruised on a rock and their teeth broken. Then he led them to Jupiter's statue, and when they refused with the same constancy to venerate the idols, he commanded them to be stretched on a rack, to have glowing swords passed over their bodies, and to be beaten with clubs. In these torments the only thing they were heard to say was: Blessed be the name of the Lord. At last they were thrown into prison and soon afterwards beheaded outside the City on the Via Aurelia. Their bodies were buried by Lucina on her estate, on the second of July: and afterwards translated to the City and entombed in the Basilica of the Chief of the Apostles. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24.

AT LAUDS, and through the hours,

Antiphon 1.                                                                                             Tone viij, 1
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      Mary arose, * and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of  Juda.
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Psalm 93      Dominus regnavit,     and the rest,  p. 29. 

Antiphon 2                                                                                                 .Tone vj 
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      And Mary entered * into the house of Zacharias, and salu- ted Eli- sabeth. 
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        E    u      o        u       a     e.

Antiphon 3.                                                                                                Tone j, 2
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      When Elisabeth heard * the salutation of Mary, the babe leapt in her womb,
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    and she was filled with the Holy Ghost, alle-    luia.  E   u   o   u    a    e.

Antiphon 4                                                                                       Tone iv, 1
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       Blessed art thou * among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 
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        E     u        o     u       a       e.        Antiphon 5                                            Tone j, 1
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        For lo, as soon * as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe
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   leaped in my womb for joy, al-le-   luia.   E   u   o   u   a   e.

Chapter He created me, Hymn E.H. 215 O gloriosa, p. ccxiv.

( Blessed art thou among women. ( And blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                      Tone iij, 1
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       When Elisabeth * heard the salutation of Ma- ry, she spake out with a loud 
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      voice, and said: Whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come
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       to me? al-       le-    luia.   E   u    o   u   a   e.

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, to grant unto us thy servants the gift of heavenly grace: that as the child-bearing of the blessed Virgin was unto us the beginning of salvation; so the devout observance of her Visitation may bestow on us an increase of peace. Through. 

Then commemoration is made here only of SS. Processus and Martinian, Martyrs: Antiphon. The very hairs. ( Let the Saints, p. lvij. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who dost encompass and protect us by the glorious confession of thy holy Martyrs Processus and Martinian: grant us both to profit by their example, and to rejoice in their intercession. Through. 

At the Hours, Antiphons of Lauds. Chapters and Short (( as on Feasts of blessed Mary.  

At Vespers, Antiphons of Lauds. Psalms, Chapter and Hymn as on Feasts of blessed Mary.
( Blessed art thou among women. ( And blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon                                                                        Tone viij, 1
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      All generations * shall call me blessed: for God hath regarded the lowliness  of
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    his handmaiden, alleluia.     Canticle Magnificat

Then commemoration is made of the Octave of the Apostles, if the Office is of it on the following day. Antiphon. Peter, ( Thou shalt. Collect  O God who hast hallowed, as below. 

¶ Within the Octave of SS. Peter and Paul, all is said from the Common of Apostles except the Lessons, and the Antiphons on Benedictus and Magnificat, which are said as noted below. 
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On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                   Tone vj
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      Glorious princes over all the earth, as in life they loved one an- o - ther,
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          so even  in    death      they   were  not di - vided.

( Their sound is gone out into all lands.

( And their words into the ends of the world. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                   Tone viij
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              Pe -  ter    the    A -  pos-tle   and   Paul the  Doc- tor of the Gentiles:
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          these    have  taught us           thy            law,        O     Lord.

( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands.

( They shall remember thy name, O Lord. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD who hast hallowed this day by the martyrdom of thine Apostles Peter and Paul: grant unto thy Church in all things to follow the commandment of those: through whom she received the beginning of religion. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE THIRD OF JULY
(IRENÆUS, BISHOP AND MARTYR

DOUBLE

COLLECT
O

 GOD, who didst bestow upon blessed Irenæus, thy Martyr and Bishop, grace to overcome heresies by the teaching of the truth, and to stablish thy Church in peace and prosperity: give unto thy people, we beseech thee, constancy in thy holy religion; and grant us thy peace in our time. Through. 
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In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOC'IURN

Lesson iv 

I

RENÆUS, born not far from the city of Smyrna in proconsular Asia, already as a boy accepted training from Polycarp, a disciple of John the Evangelist, and himself Bishop of Smyrna.  With such an excellent teacher he made remarkable progress in doctrine and in the presepts of the christian religion.  When Polycarp was taken to heaven in a martyr's glory, Irenæus, although he was excellently versed in sacred writings,  yet because he burned with indredible zeal to learn what dogmas, deposited for safe keeping, others had received where they had been founded by Apostles; he collected as many of these as he could, and what he heard of them, he committed to memory, to bring them later at a suitable time against the heresies, which, seeing them spring up more widely every day  to the great harm of the christian people, he had decided to refute fully and thoroughly. Leaving there for Gaul, he was made a presbyter of the Church of Lyons by Bishop Pothinus. In this task he so laboured in words and teaching, that (as witness the holy Martyrs who under the Emperor Marcus Aurelius strove zealously for true religion) he showed himself an imitator of the teaching of Christ. 

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and   kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.

Lesson v 

A

S those Martyrs, and the clergy of Lyon, were especially anxious for the peace of Asia, which was disturbed by the Montanist schism, they chose and sent Irenæus, declaring his learning worthy of the highest reputation, as representative of them all to Pope Eleutherius in Rome, to ask him to remove the cause of dissensions by rebuking bhe new schismatics by the authority of the Apostolic See. Bishop Pothinus had now died as a martyr. Irenaeus succeeded him, and so happily accomplished the episcopal task, that by his wisdom, prayer and example he soon saw not only all the citizens of Lyons, but many inhabitants also of other cities of Gaul, casting away error and superstition and enrolling in the christian strife. Meanwhile, as a dissension had arisen about the day on which Easter should be celebrated, and Victor, Bishop of Rome, had either broken communion, or threatened to do so, with the Bishops who were differing with almost all their colleages, Irenaeus, as a peacemaker, suitably advised him, and induced him by mention of the examples of his predecessors as Popes, not to let so many Churches be separated from catholic unity because of a rite that they declared they had received from their fathers. 
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( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not. Blessing. May God enkindle.

Lesson vj

H

E wrote much that is preserved by Eusebius of Caesarea and Saint Jerome, of which the greater part nas perished in the course of time. There are extant five books Against Heresies, written about the year one hundred and eighty, while Eleutherius still presided over the christian world. In the third book the man of God, taught as is generally agreed by those who had heard the Apostles, gave especially strong and clear testimony to the Church of Rome, and its succession of Bishops, as a faithful, perpetual and most certain guardian of the divine tradition. With this Church, he said, because of its superior foundation, every Church, that is, the faithful who are everywhere, are nessarily in agreement. Finally, together with others almost beyond number, whom he himself had led to true faith and virtue, he passed to heaven with a martyr's crown, in the year of salvation two hundred and two, at the time when the Emperor Septimus Severus had commanded that all those who chose to persist constantly in the practice of the christian religion should be subjected to the greatest torment, and killed. ((the feast of S. Irenaeus was made universal by Pope Benedict xv)). 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. * And set. Glory be. And set. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Lesson vii                                                                                                        Ch.10 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples: Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. And the rest. 

Homily by Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr.     Book 3 against Heresies, Ch. 18. 

T

HE Lord knew those who would suffer persecution; he knew also those who would be beaten and killed for his sake. So, encouraging them also, his word was: Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell, and to keep the confessions that were made to him. For truly he promised that he would confess before his Father them who confessed his name before men; but would deny them who denied him, and would be ashamed of them who were ashamed to confess 
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him. And as this is so, some have reached such temerity as even to despise the Martyrs and scorn those,who are killed for confessing the Lord,and who uphold all that he foretold, and who accordingly try to follow the footsteps of the Lord's passion,becoming able to suffer as Martyrs;whom also we num- ber with the Martyrs themselves.For when their blood is sought,and they obtain glory,then all who have dishonoured their martyrdom will be put to shame by Christ. 

( A crown of gold  upon his head, * Wherein is engraved holiness, an ornament of honour, a costly work.  

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. Wherein is.

Lesson viij

A

ND this same thing will come to them who say that he suffered only in thought. For if he did not truly suffer, he has no grace, because no passion; and when we begin truly to suffer, he seems to mislead us, encouraging us to be scourged and to turn the other cheek, if he himself did not truly suffer that before us. And how he mislead those people, seeming to them to be what he was not; and misleads us, encouraging us to endure what he himself did not bear. And we shall be also above our Master, as we suffer and endure what the Master neither suffered nor endured. But, since our Lord is the only true Master, and truly good Son of God; so he is also the suffering Word of God the Father, made the son of man. For he grieved and conquers; for he was man, striving for the fathers, and blotting out their disobedience by his obedience. For he bound the strong, and loosed the weak, and bestowed salvation on his own creature, destroying sin. Therefore they who say that he was manifested in thought, and not in our flesh, and was not made truly man, are still under the old condemnation. 

(.This is a true Martyr,  who shed his blood for Christ's name: *  Who feared not the threats of the judges, nor sought to be great with worldly glory, but pressed on into the kingdom of heaven.

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths and shewed him the kingdom of God.  Who feared not. Glory be. Who feared not. 

Lesson ix 

B

UT we pray that they may not continue in the snare that they themselves have dug, but rightly turn to the Church of God and be reborn, and that Christ may be formed in them, and that they may know the Maker and Fashioner of this universe, the only true God and Lord of all. This we pray for them, loving them more profitably than they think to love themselves. For the love which is from us, being true, is salutary for them, if indeed they will receive it. For it is like harsh 
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medicine, removing the bad excess flesh of a wound; it removes their elation and inflation. Wherefore we shall not tire of trying to extend our hand to then in f 

all virtue. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

At Lauds, commemoration of the Octave) 

(Feast of S. Leo II, transferred from June 28, S. Irenaeus)

Fifth day in the Octave of the Apostles Peter and Paul.

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND  NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Leo the Great 

Lesson iv                                                   Sermon 82 Ch. 6 & 7 On the Birthday

                                                                  of  the  Holy  Apostles  Peter  &  Paul 

R

IGHT dear in the sight of the Lord is the death of his Saints: nor can any kind of bloodshed dcstroy the religion that was founded in the mystery of the Cross of Christ. The Church is not diminished by persecution, but increased; and the Lord's field is clothed with richer harvest when the grains of wheat that fell one by one rise up and multiply. What great progeny have sprung up from these two glorious grains of divine seed is testified by the thousands of blessed martyrs who have rivalled the triumphs of the Apostles, who surround our city, far and wide, with their gleaming, crimson army, who crown this city with a single diadem wrought, as it were, from their many glorious jewels. 

( I saw  a great people  who had received glorious garments of the Lord. and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God.

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through .the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying:  These men are. 

Lesson v

T

HEIR protection, dearly beloved brethren, has been given us as an example of patience and a strengthening of faith; it is to be a subject of universal rejoicing on the day of the Commemoration of All Saints; but theirs is a more resplendent glory than that of the Fathers, these whom the grace of God has exalted to such eminence among all the members of the Church, that in the body whose Head is Christ they are set, as it were, as the two eyes. The virtues and merits of both of them surpass all powers of speech, and there is no difference or distinction to be made between them. For they were chosen as equal, and worked as fellows, and ended together.
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(. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven.
( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from  their company, and shall reproach you, and cast  out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice.

Lesson vj

B

UT as we have found from experience, and as our forefathers have proved, we believe and trust that, amid all the labours of this life; we shall ever be aided in obtaining the mercy of God through the prayers of our special patrons: so that however much we may be oppressed by our own sins, yet shall we be raised up again by the merits of the Apostles: Through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with the Holy Ghost be equal power as there is one Godhead, world without end. 

( These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms.

( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are  they.  Glory be. Now are they. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Behold, we have  forsaken all, as on January 25, with  (( from the Common of Apostles.

__________________________________________________________________

The Fourth of July

The sixth day within the Octave of Peter and Paul, Apostles

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Exposition by S. John Chrysostom on the Epistle to the Romans 
Lesson iv                                                                                               Sermon 32

W

HO is there to pray over us since Paul hath departed? These who are the imitators of Paul. Only let us yield ourselves worthy of such intercession, that it may not be that we hear Paul's voice here only, but that hereafter, when we are departed, we may be counted worthy to see the wrestler of Christ. Or rather, if we hear him here, we shall certainly see him hereafter, if not as standing near him, yet see him we certainly shall, glistening near the throne of the King. Where the Cherubim sing the glory, where the Seraphim are flying, there shall we see Paul with Peter, and as chief and leader of the choir of the Saints, and shall enjoy his generous love. 
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( I saw  a great people  who had received glorious garments of the Lord. and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God.

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through .the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying:  These men are. 

Lesson v 

F

OR if when here he loved men so, that when he had the choice of departing and being with Christ, he chose to be here, much more will he there display a warmer affection. I love Rome even for this, although indeed one has other grounds for praising it, for its greatness, and its antiquity, and its beauty, and its populousness, and for its power, and its wealth, and for its successes in war. But I let all this pass, and esteem it blessed on this account, that both in his lifetime he wrote to them, and loved them so, and talked with them while he was with us, and brought his life to a close there. Wherefore this city is more notable on this ground, than on all others together. And as a body great and strong, it hath as two glistening eyes the bodies of these Saints.

(. Blessed.are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven.

( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from  their company, and shall reproach you, and cast  out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice.

Lesson vj

N

OT so bright is the heaven; when the sun sends forth his rays, as is the city of Rome; sending out these two lights into all parts of the world; From thence will Paul be caught up, from thence Peter. Just bethink you; and shudder at the thought of what a sight Rome will see, when Paul ariseth suddenly from that deposit, together with Peter, and is lifted up to meet the Lord. What a rose will Rome send up to Christ! What two crowns will the city have about it! What golden chains will she be girded with! What fountains possess! Therefore I admire the city, not for the much gold, not for the columns, not for the other display there, but for these pillars of the Church. Would that it were now given me to throw myself round the body of Paul, and to be fastened to the tomb, and to see the dust of that body, that filled up that which was lacking after Christ, that bore the marks, that sowed the Gospel everywhere.

(. These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms. 
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( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are  they.  Glory be. Now are they. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Behold, we have forsaken all, from the Common of Abbots, p. cxiij, with (( from the Common of Apostles, p. x. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Fifth of July

Seventh day within the Octave of Peter and Paul, Apostles

(Cyril & Methodius, as on the Seventh)  

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurrent Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S.Maximus, Bishop. 

Lesson iv                                                               Homily 5 on SS. Peter & Paul,

                                                                              Apostles, near   the   beginning

N

OT without cause, as we think, dearly beloved brethren, did it happen that the most glorious leaders of the christian faith, Peter and Paul, bore the sentence of the one tyrant, in one place, on one day. They suffered on one day, that they might come to Christ together: in one place, that Rome might lack neither: under one persecutor, that both might endure tre same cruelty. The day was decreed, I think, for merit, the place for glory, the persecutor for courage. And in what place did they finally suffer martyrdom? In the City of Rome, which held the princedom and head of the nations, so that where the head of superstition was, there might rest the head of holiness: and where the princes of the Gentiles lived, there the princes of the Church might stay.

 ( I saw  a great people  who had received glorious garments of the Lord. and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God.

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through .the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying:  These men are. 

Lesson v 

B

UT how worthy the most blessed Peter and Paul are, we may understand from this, that as the Lord illuminated the East by his own passion, lest it should be any the less, he vouchsafed to illuminate the Western region by the blood of the Apostles in his stead. And although his passion suffices us for salvation, yet also their martyrdom benefits us as an example. Therefore this day the blessed Apostles shed their blood. But let us see the reason why they suffered those things: namely because among their other wonders they brought down by their prayers that Simon Magus from the empty air in sudden ruin. 
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(. Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven.

( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from  their company, and shall reproach you, and cast  out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice.

Lesson vj

F

OR when the same Simon said that he was Christ, and asserted that as the son he could ascend by flying to the father, and by magic arts suddenly rose up and began to fly: then Peter kneeled and prayed to the Lord, and by holy prayer overcame the magic levitation. For the prayer ascended to the Lord, before the flying: and the righteous petition arrived before the wicked presumption: Peter on earth obtained what he asked, before Simon reached what he was aiming at in the heavens. So then Peter brought him down as if bound from the high air, and dashing him down headlong on a rock, broke his legs: and this to shame his deed, so that he who a little before had tried to fly, suddenly could not walk: and he who had assumed wings, lost his feet.

(. These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms. 

( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are  they.  Glory be. Now are they. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Behold, we have forsaken all, from the Common of Apostles in the first place, p. ix. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE SIXTH OF JULY

OCTAVE OF THE HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL

DOUBLE.

All from the Common of Apostles, p. ii, except the following.

In both Vespers, ( Thou shalt make them princes in all lands. 

( They shall remember thy Name, O Lord. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon                                                                     Tone viij                                                        
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             Pe -  ter    the    A -  pos-tle *  and   Paul the  Doc- tor of the Gentiles:
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          these    have  taught us           thy            law,        O     Lord.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, whose right hand upheld blessed Peter lest he should sink while walking on the waves; and delivered his fellow-Apostle Paul from the depth of the sea when thrice he suffered shipwreck: mercifully hear us, and grant that by the prayers of them both we may attain unto the glory of eternal life. Who livest and reignest. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurrent Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

 Sermon by S. John Chrysostom                                                         Metaphrastes

Lesson iv

W

HAT thanks can we pay you, O blessed Apostles, for all the toils that you have undergone for our sakes.? I remember what you did Peter, and am amazed: I recall your doings, O Paul with thankful tears. As I think of your afflictions I know not what to say, or how to speak. How many prisons you sanctified! how many chains you adorned! how much suffering you endured! how many calumnies you withstood! how you bore Christ within you! how you gladdened the Church with your preaching! your tongues were blessed instruments: your limbs were blood-spattered for the sake of the Church. You were made like unto Christ in all things. Your sound has gone out into all lands, and your words Into the ends of the world.

( I saw  a great people  who had received glorious garments of the Lord. and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God.

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through .the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying:  These men are.

Lesson v 

R

EJOICE, Peter, that it was given you to glory in the wood of the cross. And you willed to be crucified, not upright, as your Master Christ the Lord had been, but head towards the earth, as though you were making a way from earth to heaven. Blessed are the nails that pierced those holy limbs. With sure confidence you surrendered your spirit into the hands of the Lord, you who had so zealously served both him and his Church, who had loved your Lord with so ardent a spirit, 
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most faithful of all the Apostles. 

(. Blessed.are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven.

( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from  their company, and shall reproach you, and cast  out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice.

Lesson vj 

D

O you also rejoice, O Paul, wnose head was struck off by the sword, and whose virtues no words can express. What sword was it that severed your holy neck, you, I say, who are the Lord's instrument, held in awe by heaven and revered by the earth? What place was it which received your blood, that blood appearing as drops of milk on the tunic of your executioner? That blood which made that barbarian's soul exceeding meek, and gave the faith to him und his companions. Give me that sword for a crown, and Peter's nails for jewels to set in the diadem.

 (. These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms. 

( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are  they.  Glory be. Now are they. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson vij                                                                                                        Ch. 14 

J

ESUS constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitude away. And the rest.
Homily by S. Jerome, Priest                               Bk. 2 Comm. on Matt. 14, v. 22 

T

HE Lord told his disciples to cross the sea, and he construined them to get into a ship. This saying shows that they were unwilling to be left alone by the Lord, and by reason of their love for their Commander, they did not want to be separated from him even for a moment. And when he had sent the multitudes away he went up into a mountain apart to pray. If Peter and James and John, who had seen him transfigured in glory, had been with him, perhaps they would have gone up into the mountain with him; but the multitudes could not go up into the heights, they could follow him only when he taught them on the seashore and fed them in a desert place. 

1769

( These are they * who,while yet they lived in the flesh, planted the Church in their own blood. They drank of the Lord's cup,and became the friends of God. 

( Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. They drank. 

May they whose feast we are keeping.

Lesson viij

N

OW the words, He went apart to pray, do not refer to him who satisfied five thousand men, beside women and children; but to him who on hearing of the death of John departed into a desert place apart: not that we would divide the person of the Lord, but the works that he did as God may distinguished from those that he did as man. But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. Rightly were the Apostles unwilling and reluctant to go away from the Lord, lest as he was not with them, they should suffer shipwreck.

(. These men are Saints, whom the Lord hath chosen in love unfeigned, and hath given them everlasting glory. * By whose teaching the Church is illumined, as the moon by the light of the sun. 

( The Saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness. By whose. Glory be. By whose. 

Lesson ix

A

ND then, while the Lord remained on the mountain summit, there suddenly arose a contrary wind, and the sea was turbulent, and the Apostles were endangered; they were instant, imminent peril of shipwreck until such time as Jesus would come. And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. Sentries and soldiers on watch divide the night into periods of three hours. Therefore when it is said that the Lord came to them in the fourth watch, it shows that they were in peril all through the night: and at the ending of the night, which also means the end of the world, he comes to their aid. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

In Lauds,( Their sound is gone out into all lands. 

( And their words into the ends of the world. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                 Tone vj
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      Glorious princes over all the earth, as in life they loved one an- o - ther, 
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          so even  in    death      they   were  not di - vided.

Collect O God, whose. 

In II Vespers (, Antiphon on Magnificat and Collect as in I Vespers. 

(Commemoration of the following)

__________________________________________________________________

(The seventh of July.

SS. Cyril and Methodius

Bishops and Confessors.

(Or on July 5 above, Lesson iij as Lesson ix) 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who by thy blessed Confessors and Bishops, Cyril and Methodius, didst suffer the peoples of Slavonia to come to the knowledge of thy name: vouchsafe; that we, who glory in their festival, may be joined unto their fellowship. Through. 

Lesson iij 

C

YRIL and Methodius were brothers born in Thessalonika of very high social standing. Assigned to Moravia by the Emperor Michael III, in a short time they led that people to the faith of Christ. When a favourable report brought the fame of these achievements to Rome, Saint Nicholas I, the supreme Pontiff, commanded these excellent brothers to come to Rome, where they were consecrated bishops by Adrian, the successor of Nicholas. But in a very short time, Cyril died at Rome. After Methodius returned to Moravia, he strove more zealously day by day to further the catholic faith. Indeed, he confirmed in the faith 

of Christ the Bohemians, Pannonians, Bulgarians and Dalmatians; moreover, he laboured much among the Carinthians, that they might be brought over to the worship of the one true God. He likewise carried the light of the Gospel into Poland, and, as some writers assert, founded the episcopal see of Lemberg. Then, having gone into Muscovy properly so called, he established an episcopal see at Kiev. At length, he returned to Moravia and with his final words exhorting the clergy and people to virtue, he most peacefully departed this life. ((The feast of Cyril and Methodius,which had long been celebrated among the Slavonic peoples, was made universal by Leo XIII.))  

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. ) 
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The Tenth of July

On the Feast of the Seven Holy Brothers,

Martyrs,

and Rufina and Secunda,

Virgins and Martyrs

Semidouble.

All from the Common of Many Martyrs, xxxv, except the following. 

COLLECT

G

RANT,we beseech thee,almighty God: that, like as we have known thy glorious Martyrs to be constant in their confession, so we may perceive their loving intercession. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurrent Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson iv 

S

EVEN brethren, the sons of S. Felicity, in the persecution of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus at Rome, were tempted by Publius the Prefect first by blandishments, then by terrors, to renounce Christ and venerate the gods. By their own courage and the encouragement of their mother they persevered in the confession of faith and were variously killed. Januarius was scourged with leaded whips: Felix and Philip were beaten with clubs: Silvanus was thrown headlong from a great height: Alexander, Vitalis, and Martial were beheaded. Their mother four months later obtained the same palm of martyrdom: they gave their spirits to the Lord on the tenth of July.

( Thy Saints, O Lord, have passed a wonderful way, serving thy peculiar commandments that were given unto them, that thy children might be found without hurt. * Dry land appeared, and out of the Red Sea a way without impediment.

( For he smote the stony rock indeed, that the waters gushed out and the streams flowed withal. Dry land. 

Lesson v 

R

UFINA and Secunda, sisters, and Roman virgins, rejected marriage to Armentarius and Verinus, to whom they had been espoused by their parents, because they had vowed their virginity to Christ. They were arrested under the Emperors Valerian and Gallienus and when the Prefect Junius could not sway them from their resolution either by promises or by threats, he ordered Rufina first to be beaten with rods: during which beating Secunda called out to the judge: Why 
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is it that you bring honour on my sister, but shame on me? Command both to be beaten together, for we confess together Christ as God. The judge, angry at these words, commanded both to be put in a dark and foetid dungeon. This was immediately filled with the brightest light and the sweetest fragrance; and they were enclosed in a scalding bathtub. And when they came out whole from this also, then they were thrown into the Tiber with rocks tied to their necks. From there they were freed by an Angel, and, ten miles from the City on the Via Aurelia, they were beheaded. Their bodies were buried by the matron Plautilla on her estate, and later transferred to the City and buried near the baptistery in the Basilica of Constantine.

 (. The Saints of God feared not the blows or the, executioners, but died for the name of Christ. * That they might dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

( They delivered up their bodies  to be punished for God's sake. That they.
Sermon by Saint Augustine, Bishop.  

Lesson vj                                                                                                 Sermon 110 

A

GREAT spectacle, brethren, is placed before the eyes of our faith. We heard with our ears, we saw in our heart a mother, desiring that her sons should end this life before her, in vows totally contrary to human custom. For all men wish to precede their sons in departing this life, not to follow them: but she desired to die after them. For she was not losing her sons in sending them away, but was sending them on ahead; nor did she regard the life that was ending, but the one that was beginning. For they gave up living, where they must die at some time: and began to live, where they would live for ever. It is not enough that she was a spectator: we admired her rather as an exhorter. More fruitful in virtues than in babies; seeing them strive, and herself striving in all of them, and herself victorious in the victory of them all. 

( As gold in the furnace hath the Lord tried them, and received them as a burnt offering: and he hath care for his elect. * For grace and mercy is to his Saints.

( They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth, and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him. For grace.  Glory be. For grace.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                         Ch. 12 

A

T that time: While Jesus spake to the multitudes, behold his Mother and brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him. And the rest. 

Homily by S. Gregory, Pope.                                             Homily 3 on the Gospel 

D

EARLY beloved brethren, a brief lesson has been recited from the holy Gospel, but it is heavy with great weight of mysteries. For Jesus, our Creator 
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and Redeemer, pretended not to know his Mother, and shews who is his mother and his kinsmen, not through the relationship of the flesh, but through the union of the spirit, saying: Who is my mother, and who are my brethren? For whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother. By these words what else does he imply to us, but that from the Gentiles he collects many, obeying his commandments, but does not acknowledge Judaea, of whose flesh he was born? 

( Because of  the covenant of the Lord, and the laws of their fathers, the Saints of God abode in brotherly love:  * For one spirit and one faith was ever in them.

( Behold how good and joyful a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. For one.

Lesson viij

B

UT that whoever does the will of the Father is called sister and brother of the Lord, according to both sexes which are gathered to the faith, is not surprising: but it is truly surprising, to be called also mother. For he vouchsafed to call his faithful disciples brethren, saying: Go, tell my brethren. So we must ask how one who can become a brother of the Lord by coming to faith can also be his mother. 

(. Theirs was a brotherhood indeed, whose ties no storm availed to sever: together they followed the Lord in the shedding of their blood. * Together they set at nought the royal palace, together they attained unto the kingdom of heaven.

( Behold how good and joyful a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. Together they. Glory be. Together they.

Lesson ix 

B

UT we must know that whoever is Christ's sister and brother by believing becomes his mother by preaching. For he gives birth as it were to the Lord, by infusing him into the heart of the hearer: and becomes his mother by preaching, if through his voice the love of the Lord is born in the mind of his neighbour. And here, conveniently, is blessed Felicity, whose birthday we celebrate today, to confirm this for us: for she showed herself the handmaid of Christ by believing, and became the mother of Christ by preaching. For as we read from her excellent actions, she was as much afraid to leave her seven sons behind her in the flesh, as carnal parents usually are to see them die first. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24.

 In II Vespers commemoration is made of S. Pius. 
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The Eleventh of July

S. Pius, Pope and Martyr

Antiphon. This Saint. ( Thou hast crowned, pp. xxx, xxix. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our misdeeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Pius, thy Martyr and Bishop, may protect us. Through. 

Lesson iij 

P

IUS of Aquileia, was elected Pontiff under the Emperor Antoninus Pius, and decreed the penance for a priest who negligently spilt any of the blood of the Lord. For he said, Let them do penance for forty days ,if any have fallen on the ground: if on the altar, three days: if on the upper cloth, four: if it have flowed on to the lower, nine days; if as far as the fourth, twenty days: wherever it has fallen, if it can be gathered, it is to be licked up: if not, it is either to be washed or rubbed off: whatever is washed or rubbed off is to be burned, and the ashes placed in the sacrarium. He made many other useful decrees, and was crowned with martyrdom, and buried in the Vatican, on the eleventh of July: having been in his See for nine years, five months, and twenty-seven days, and having made eighteen priests, twenty-one deacons, and twelve bishops for various places in five ordinations in the month of December. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twelfth of July.

SS. Nabor and Felix

Martyrs.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, O Lord: that as the birthday of thy holy Martyrs, Nabor and Felix, faileth not to return for our observance; so they may continually assist us by their prayers. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

The thirteenth of July

On the Feast of S. Anacletus

Pope and Martyr

Semidouble

All from the Common of one Martyr, p. xxix, except the following.
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COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Anacletus, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant: that as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may likewise rejoice in his protection. Through. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurrent Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv

A

NACLETUS, an Athenian, ruled the Church under the Emperor Trajan. He decreed that a Bishop should be consecrated by three Bishops, and not fewer, and that clerics should be admitted to Holy Orders in public by their own Bishop, and that in the Mass, when the consecration had been completed, all should communicate. He adorned the tomb of Blessed Peter, and assigned a place for the burial of Bishops. He held two ordinations in the month of December, in which he made five Presbyters, three Deacons, and six Bishops. He was in the See for nine years, three months, and ten days. He was crowned with martyrdom and buried in the Vatican.

( The Lord made him honourable, p. xxxi. 

Lesson v Princes, ( O Lord, thou hast given, Lesson vj In truth, p. xlij, ( The Lord clothed him, p. xliij, from the Common in the second place.

In the third Nocturn Homily on the Gospel If any man come, from the Common of one Martyr, p. xxxv. 

________________________________________________________________________

The Fifteenth of July

S. Henry Emperor, Confessor 

(1024 A. D.) 

Semidouble

In the hymn Iste Confessor the third line is changed. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who on this day didst cause thy blessed Confessor Henry to pass from the crown of earthly empire to thy everlasting kingdom: we humbly entreat thee;  that as by the abundance of thy grace preventing him, thou didst enable him to overcome the temptations of this life, so thou wouldst suffer us, following his pattern, to avoid the deceits of this world, and in purity of heart to attain unto thee. Through.
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IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

H

ENRY, surnamed the Pious, from Duke of Bavaria becoming King of Germany and afterwards Emperor of the Romans, not being content with the confines of a temporal kingdom, for the attaining of the crown of immortality, offered to the eternal King zealous service. For having become Emperor, applying himself earnestly to the extension of religion, he restored magnificently the Churches destroyed by the heathen, and endowed them with very many bequests and estates. The monasteries and other holy places he either built himself or enriched by providing them with incomes. The Bishoprick of Bamberg, which he had founded out of his family wealth, he made tributary to blessed Peter and the Roman Pontiff. When Benedict VIII was a fugitive, from whom he had received the imperial crown, he received him, and restored him to his See.

( The Lord made him honourable, refended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. 

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave. 

Lesson v  

I

N the monastery of Cassino, where he was confined by a serious illness, he was healed by Saint Benedict in a notable miracle. He endowed the Roman Church with a most generous grant, and undertook a war in its defence against the Greeks, and recovered Apulia, which they had long held. He was accustomed to undertake nothing without prayer, and at times saw an Angel of the Lord and holy Martyrs in front of the army fighting for him. And protected by divine aid, he defeated barbarian nations more by prayers than by arms. When Hungary was still pagan, he gave his sister in marriage to King Stephen and by his baptism brought it to the 

faith. His was a rare example of matrimony joined to virginity, and when he was near to death he restored S. Cunegunda his wife undefiled to her family. 

( The Lord loved him and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. * And at the gates of paradise he crowned him. 

( The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at. 

Lesson vj

A

T last, having arranged all that pertained to the honour and profit of the empire most wisely, and leaving remarkable signs of his pious generosity throughout France, Italy and Germany, having spread the most sweet savour of his 

heroic virtue far and wide, being more renowned for sanctity than for his sceptre, having finished the labours of life, he was called by the Lord to the rewards of the 
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heavenly kingdom in the year of salvation one thousand and twenty-four. His body was laid in the Church of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul in Bamberg; and immediately God glorified him by bringing many miracles to pass at his tomb. (( Which having later been properly investigated, Eugenius III enrolled him in the number of the Saints)). ** 

( This man did according to all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. For thee. Glory be. For thee. 

In the Third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Let your loins, from the Common of Confessors not Bishops in the first place, p. cij. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Seventeenth of July

On the Feast of S. Alexius

Confessor

Semidouble

All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop, xcvij, except the following. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Alexius, thy Confessor: mercifully grant; that, as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may follow the example of his life. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

A

LEXIUS, most noble of the Romans, out of exceeding love of Jesus Christ, on the first night of his marriage, leaving his virgin bride, at a special message from God set forth on a remarkable pilgrimage of the Churches of all the world. And when he had been seventeen years on these travels, unknown, his name one day became known at Edessa, a city of Syria, through an icon of the most holy Virgin Mary; and he took ship away from there. Being brought to the port of Rome, he was received with hospitality by his own father as a poor stranger: and when he had lived with him, all unknown, for seventeen years, he departed to heaven, under Pope Innocent I, leaving a writing with his name, his family origin, and the whole course of his life.

__________________________________________________________________

** in 1146 A.D. 
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(. The Lord made him, Lesson v The simplicity. p. cx, ( The Lord loved him, Lesson vj Whereas, ( This man did, p. cxj,  from the Common in the second place. 

In the third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel, Behold we have forsaken, from the Common of Abbots, p. cxiij.

At Vespers, commemoration of the following. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Eighteenth of July

S. Symphorosa and her Seven Sons

Martyrs
 Antiphon. For theirs. ( Be glad, p. xlviij. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who vouchsafest unto us to celebrate the birthday of thy holy Martyrs Symphorosa and her sons: grant that we may rejoice in the everlasting felicity of their fellowship. Through. 

Lesson iij

S

YMPHOROSA, of Tivoli, wife of Getulius the martyr, bore him seven sons, Crescentius, Julian, Nemesius, Primitivus, Justin, Stacteus and Eugenius: who, together with their mother, were all arrested for professing the christian faith under the Emperor Hadrian. And when their devotion had been tested by many and varied torments and remained firm; the mother, who had been a teacher of faith to her sons, shewed herself their leader in martyrdom. For she was tied by her neck to a rock and thrown in the river: and her body was recovered and buried by her brother Eugenius. The day after that, which was the eighteenth of July, the seven brothers were each tied to a stake and killed in various ways. Crescentius was pierced through the throat by a sword: Julian was transfixed through the chest: Nemesius was pierced through the heart: Primitivus was stabbed through the navel: Justin was cut limb from limb: Stacteus was pierced by darts: Eugenius was cut in two at the waist. Thus were eight most pleasing victims sacrificed to God. Their bodies were thrown into a deep pit on the Via Tiburtina, nine miles from the City: and later translated to Rome and buried in the Church of the Holy Angel in the Pool.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twentieth of July

S. Margaret

Virgin and Martyr
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COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that, as blessed Margaret thy Virgin and Martyr was ever found pleasing unto thee,both by the merit of her chastity,and by her confession of thy power:so she may im- plore for us thy pardon.Through.

__________________________________________________________________
The Twenty-first of July

S. Praxedes

Virgin.

COLLECT

G

RACIOUSLY hear us, O God of our salvation: that, as we rejoice in the festival of blessed Praxedes thy Virgin, so we may be instructed in all godly and devout affection. Through. 

Lesson iij

P

RAXEDES, a virgin of Rome and sister of the virgin Pudentiana, when the Emperor Marcus Antoninus was persecuting the Christians, pursued them with goods, works, consolation, and every deed of charity. For some she hid at home; others she encouraged to constancy in faith; she buried the bodies of others; those who were shut in prison, who were put on forced labour, lacked nothing. And when she could bear no longer so great a slaughter of christians, she prayed to God, that if she might be allowed to die he would deliver her from so great evils. And so on the twenty-first of July she was called to the rewards of piety in heaven. Her body was laid by the priest Pastor in the tomb of her father and her sister Pudentiana, which was in the cemetery of Priscilla on the Via Salaria. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24.

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-SECOND OF JULY

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT MARY MAGDALENE

DOUBLE.

All from the Common of Holy Women neither Virgins nor Martyrs, except the following. 

AT VESPERS

Hymn                                       Pater superni luminis                                   Mode j
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   O FATHER of celestial rays,                           3  Fearless, the Cross she will not leave:

   When thou on Magdalene dost gaze,                     And grieving, to the Tomb doth cleave:

   The flame of burning love appears,                       No ruthless soldiers cause her dread:

   Her icy heart dissolves in tears.                             For from her love all fear hath fled. 

2 Wounded by love, she hastens o'er                   4  O Christ, true Charity thou art; 

   The feet of Christ her tears to pour,                      Purge thou the foulness of our heart, 

   Anoints them, wipes them with her hair,              Fill every soul with grace and love,

   And prints adoring kisses there.                           And give us thy rewards above. 

5 All laud to God the Father be;

                                                  All praise, eternal Son, to thee; 

                                                  All glory, as is ever meet, 

                                                  To God the Holy Paraclete.                       Amen. 
( Full of grace are thy lips. ( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                         Tone vij, 3
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       A woman * in the city which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus  sat at
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    meat in the house of Simon the leper, brought an alabaster box of ointment, and 
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   stood behind at the feet of Jesus, and be-   gan to wash his feet with tears,    and
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   did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet,      and anointed
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     them with the ointment.    Canticle Magnificat    
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COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that as thou didst hearken to the prayers of blessed Mary Magdalene, and on the fourth day didst raise her brother Lazarus from the dead to life: so we may be succoured by her intercession. Who livest. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory.- Let us praise our God, * In the conversion of Mary Magdalene. 

Hymn.                                      Nardo Maria pistico                                     Mode j 

    The Lord's dear feet did Mary lave            2  To God the Father, God the Son, 

      With her own tears; her hair she gave             And God the Spirit, Three in One, 

      To wipe them dry; and then she poured          Praise, honour and dominion be 

      The precious ointment, and adored.                From age to age eternally.           Amen. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Song of Solomon 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 3, 1-4 

B

Y night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not. I will rise now, and go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not. The watchmen that go about the city found me: to whom I said, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth? It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found him whom my soul loveth: I held him, and would not let him go, until I had brought him into my mother's house, and into the chamber of her that conceived me. 

( As it began to dawn, came Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary to the sepulchre. * Ye seek Jesus: he is not here; for he is risen, as he said; he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ve see him. 

( And very early in the morning, the first day of the week, they camc unto the sepulchre at the rising  of the sun: and entering into the sepulchre they saw a young man sitting on the right side, and he saith unto thm. Ye seek. 

Lesson ij                                                                                                Ch. 8, .1-7

O

 THAT thou wert as my brother, that sucked the breasts of my mother! when   

 I should find thee .without, I would kiss thee; Yea, I should not be despised, I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother's house, who would instruct me: I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice of my pomegranate. His left hand should be under my head, and his right hand should embrace me. I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love; until he please. 

( Rejoice with me, all ye that love the Lord: for I sought him and he hath 
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appeared unto me: * And while I was weeping at the se:pulchre, I saw  the Lord. 

( I would not.leave, even when the disciples had left; enkindled with the fire of his love, I was aflame with longing. And while. 

Lesson iij 

W

HO is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? I raised thee up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth: there she brought thee forth that bare thee. Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire. which hath a most vehement flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it. 

( They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. The Angels said unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? He is risen as he said: * He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him. 

(. As she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two Angels in white sitting, and they say unto her:  He goeth. Glory be. He goeth.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Sermon by S. Gregory the Great                                     Hornily 25 on the Gospels 

Lesson iv

M

ARY Magdalene, a woman of the, city, which was a sinner, washed out the stains of her sins with her tears, by her love of the Truth; and the Word of Truth is fulfillcd which says,. Her sins are forgiven, for she loved much. She who had previously been cold through sin was afterwards aflame with love. She would not leave the Lord's sepulchre even when the disciples had left. She was seeking him and could not find him. As she sought, she wept, and enkindled with the fire of his love, she was aflame with longing for him whom she believed to have been taken away. Whence it happened that she alone saw him, as she alone had stayed behind to seek. him: for the power of good works lies in perseverance. 

 Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness: * And thy right

hand shall teach thee terrible things.

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. And thy.

Lesson  v 

T

HE first time that she sought him she, could in no wise find him: she per- severed in seeking. and so it came about that she found him. And this happened, because longing increases when unsatisfied, and thus increased, can retain what it finds. For it is of him that the Church, the Bride in the Song of Solomon. says: By night on my bed I sought him whom my soul loveth. We seek 

1783

the Beloved on our bed, when, in the brief rest of this present life we pine with love for our Redeemer. We seek by night. because, although our mind is now watching for him. yet is our eye still in darkness.  

 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: * Wherefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness. 

 Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and rlghteousness. Wherefore.
Lesson vj 

B

UT it remains for her who finds not her Beloved to  rise and go about the city; that is, by thought and questioning to go through the Church of the elect: let her seek in the streets and in the broad ways; that is, let her look upon the passers by in the narrow and in the wide paths, to see whether there is any among  them whose footprints she may follow: for there are some even in this present life whose virtuous deeds we may strive to follow. But the watchmen that go about the city find us as we search: for the holy fathers who guard the bulwarks of the Church hasten to meet our good endeavours, that they may teach us either by word or writing. When we have passed from them but a little, we find him whom our soul loveth: for although by his humility our Redeemer became a man among men, yet by his Divinity was he above men. 

  Favour is deceitful and beauty is vain: * But a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 

  Give her of the fruit or her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates.   But a. Glory be. But a.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson vij                                                                                                        Ch. 7 

O

NE of the Pharisees desired Jesus that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                     On the Words of S. Luke; Ch. 1 & 2 

Y

OU have listened attentively while the Gospel was being read, and the events have been told and set before the eyes of your heart. For you have seen, not with the body, but with the mind, the Lord Jesus Christ dining in a Pharisee's house, and not spurning his invitation. You have seen a famous woman of the city, at least of evil fame, which was a sinner, intruding uninvited into the banquet where her Physician was reclining, and seeking health through her pious impudence; intruding, inopportunely as regards the banquet, but opportunely as regards the benefit. For she knew the gravity of her malady; and she knew that he to whom she had come was able to heal her. 
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  She openeth her mouth with wisdom and in her tongue is the law of kindness:  she looketh well to the ways of her household: * And eateth not the bread of idleness.

 She tastes and sees, that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night. And eateth.

Lesson viij

T

HEREFORE she came, not to the Lord's head, but to his feet. And she who had for a long time walked in evil tracks sought out righteous footprints. First she shed heartfelt tears, and washed the Lord's feet with humble confession; wiped them with her hair, kissed them, anointed them; by her silence she was speaking: she was not pronouncing words, but she was showing her devotion. Therefore because she stood and touched the Lord by moistening, kissing, wiping, anointing his feet; the Pharisee which had bidden the Lord Jesus Christ, being one of the generation of the proud, of whom Isaiah the Prophet says: Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou, thought that the Lord did not know who the woman was.

The kingdom of  this world and all the beauty of life I have esteemed as nothing for the excellency of the love of Jesus Christ my Lord, * Whom, having seen, I loved, whom having believed, I longed for. 

  My heart is inditing of a good matter; I speak of the things which I have made unto the King. Whom.  Glory be  Whom.

Lesson ix 

O

 PHARISEE, inviting yet deriding the Lord: you give food to the Lord, and  yet do you not understand by whom you are to be fed? Whereby do you know that the Lord knew not what woman she was, save from this, that she was oermitted to approach; save from this, that he allowed her to kiss his feet; save from this, that she wiped them; save from this, that she anointed them? Ought not the impure woman to have been allowed to do this thing to the feet of the clean? If such a woman had approached the feet of that Pharisee, he would have said what Isaiah says of his kind: Stand by thyself, come not near to me; for I am holier than thou. But the impure woman came to the Lord to be made clean; the diseased came to be made whole; she came confessing, to return professing. 
Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 
AT LAUDS

Hymn                                     Summi Parentis Unice                                     Mode j
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    Thou only Son of God on high,               3  Jesu, our refuge sure and sweet, 

    Regard us with a gracious eye,                     Thee, hope of penitents, we greet;

    Who weeping Magdalene dost own              Forgive the hearts that fain would break,

    And call unto thy glorious throne.                For that repentant sinner's sake. 

2  Lo! in the royal coffers laid                      4  And may that Mother kind and meek 

   Again the long lost coin displayed;               Think on our nature frail and weak, 

   The noble gem of sparkling sheen,                And raise her prayer that we may gain 

   From mire recovered, glows serene.              A passage safe o'er life's rough main. 

5  To God alone be honour paid

                                                   For grace so manifold displayed: 

                                                   Their guilt he pardons who repent, 

                                                   And gives reward for puniShment.Amen.

( God bath chosen her and preferred her. 

(.He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                        Tone vj
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         Mary therefore * anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped them with her hair,
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      and the  house was filled     with the odour of the ointment. Cant. Magnificat

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that as thou didst hearken to the prayers of blessed Mary Magda1ene, and on the fourth day didst raise her brother Lazarus from the dead to life: so we may be succoured by her intercession. Who livest. 

In II Vespers, from the Chapter it is of S. Apollinaris with commemoration of S. Mary Magdalene, and of S.Liborius, as below. But if II Vespers of S. Mary Magdalene happen to be said entire, then the Hymn is taken from I Vespers above. 
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THE TWENTY-THIRD OF JULY

ON THE FEAST OF S. APOLLINARIS

BISHOP AND MARTYR

DOUBLE

All from the Common of one Martyr, p. xxix, except the following.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, the rewarder of faithful souls, who hast hallowed this day by the martyrdom of blessed Apollinaris, thy Priest: grant, we beseech thee, unto us thy servants; that we who keep his solemn festival may by his prayers obtain thy pardon. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Mary Magdalene, Antiphon.    Tone viij. 1
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        A woman * in the city, which was a sinner, brought an alabaster box  of 
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    ointment, and stood at the Lord's feet, and began to wash his feet with tears, and 
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     did wipe them with the hairs of her head.  (Canticle Magnificat)
( God hath chosen her,and preferred her. 

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle.

Collect We beseech thee, as above at Lauds. Then of S. Liborius, Bishop and Confessor. Antiphon as in the Common, p. lxxiv.

O thou Priest and Bishop, thou worker of mighty works, thou good shepherd of the people, pray unto the Lord for us. 

( The Lord loved him,and adorned him. 

( He clothed him with a robe of glory. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: :that the venerable solemnity of blessed Liborius, thy Confessor and Bishop: may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurrent Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
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Lesson iv 

A

POLLINARIS came with the Prince of the Apostles from Antioch to Rome; and was ordained Bishop by him, and sent to Ravenna to preach the Gospel of Christ the Lord: and as he converted many there to the faith of Christ, he was captured and gravely beaten by the priests of the idols. And when at his prayer a nobleman called Boniface who had been dumb a long time, spoke, and his daughter was freed from an unclean spirit, again an uproar arose against him. And so he was beaten with rods, and made to walk on glowing coals with bare feet. And when he suffered nothing from being subjected to the fire, he was thrown out of the city.

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and   kept him safe from those that lay in wait.* And gave him perpetual glory. 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.

Lesson v 

B

UT he hid for a while with some Christians and then set out from there to Aemilia, where he raised to life the dead daughter of a nobleman Rufinus: so that for that reason the whole family of Rufinus believed in Jesus Christ. So the prefect was very angry, and sent for Apollinaris, and treated him harshly to make him cease spreading the faith of Christ in the city. When Apollinaris disregarded his commands, he was tortured on the rack: boiling water was poured on his wounds, and his face was bruised with a rock; then he was put in iron bonds and shut in prison. On the fourth day he was put on a ship and sent into exile: and when the ship was wrecked, he came to Mysia, and then to the bank of Danube, and afterwards to Thrace. 

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not. Blessing. May God enkindle.

Lesson vj 

B

UT in the temple of Serapis the demon refused to give any answers, while the disciple of the Apostle Peter remained in that place, and so after a long search Apollinaris was found, and again commanded to sail away. So he returned to Ravenna, was accused by the same idolatrous priests, and given to a Centurion to guard: but he, who secretly worshipped Christ, let Apollinaris go at night. When this was known, the officials pursued him, covered him with wounds as he was journeying, and left him, believing him dead. The Christians took him from there, and, exhorting them to constancy of faith, he departed this life on the seventh day, 
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shining with the glory of martyrdom. His body was buried near the city wall. 

( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory. * And set upon his head a crown of pure gold.

( With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him 

the water of wisdom to drink. And set. Glory be. And set. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                         Ch. 22 

A

T that time:There was a strife among the disciples, which of them should be accounted the greatest. And the rest. 

Homily by S.Ambrose, Bishop.         Bk. 10 on Luke, Ch. 22, near the beginning. 

T

HE Kingdom of God is not of this world. Tberefore we emulate, not equality of man with God, but his likeness. For only Christ is the full image of God, because the unity of the Father's glory is expressed in Him. But the righteous man is in the image of God, if,  by imitating the likeness of the divine manner of life ,by the knowledge of God he despises this world ,and by perception of the word scorns earthly pleasres, for by this word we are.given life; hence also we eat the body of Christ, that we may be partakers of eternal life. 

( A crown of gold  upon his head, * Wherein is engraved holiness, an ornament

of honour, a costly work. 

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. Wherein is.

Lesson viij

F

OR we are not promised food and drink as a reward and honour, but the communication of heavenly grace and life. Nor are the twelve thrones receptacles for bodily sitting: but as Christ judges according to the divine likeness by the knowledge of hearts, not by searching out of deeds, rewarding virtue and condemning ungodliness: so also the Apostles are formed into a spiritual jury, rewarding faith, and rejecting unbelief, confuting error by virtue, and bringing disgrace upon the ungodly.

( This is a true Martyr,  who shed his blood for Christ's name: *  Who feared not the threats of the judges, nor sought to be great with worldly glory, but pressed on into the kingdom of heaven.

( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths and shewed him the kingdom of God.  Who feared not. Glory be. Who feared not. 
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Lesson ix 

L

ET us therefore be converted, and beware, lest any strife among us about lordship bring us to perdition. For if the Apostles contended, this is presented to us not as an excuse but as a warning. If Peter is one day to be converted, who followed at the Lord's first words, who can say that he has been swiftly converted? So beware of boasting, beware of the world. For he is commanded to confirm his brethren, who said: We have left all, and followed thee. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

At Lauds, commemoration is made of S. Liborius. Antiphon. Well done, ( The Lord guided, p. lxxxij.  Collect Grant, we beseech thee, as above at Vespers, p.1787. 

But if today shall be Saturday, Lesson ix will be of the anticipated Vigil of Saint James the Apostle, with commemoration of him in Lauds, and then for commemoration of S. Liborius is to be said: 

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee,O Lord, graciously to hear the prayers which we offer unto thee on the solemnity of blessed Liborius, thy Confessor and Bishop: that, as he was found worthy to do thee faithful service, so by his intercession we may be absolved from all our sins. Through. 

At II Vespers commemoration is made of S. Christina,Virgin and Martyr. Antiphon. Come thou bride. ( In thy grace.

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that as blessed Christina thy Virgin and Martyr was ever found pleasing unto thee, both by the merit of her chastity, and by her confession of thy power: so she may implore for us thy pardon. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-Fourth of July

On the Vigil of S. James the Apostle

Three Lessons from the Homily on the Gospel, This is my commandment, as on Vigils of Apostles, p. j. 

At Lauds, as in the Psalter: and the Ferial Prayers are said kneeling, p. 108. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that the venerable solemnity of blessed James, thine Apostle ,which we here prevent, may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Christina, Antiphon. The kingdom. ( Full of grace. Collect We beseech  thee, as above. 
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF JULY

ON THE FEAST OF S. JAMES THE APOSTLE

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

All from the Common of Apostles, p. ij, except the following.

COLLECT

B

E thou, O Lord, the sanctifier and defender of thy people: that being aided by the protection of thine Apostle James, they may both please thee by their conversation, and serve thee with a quiet mind. Through. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons, Let a man so account of us, from the Common of Apostles, p. vj . 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

J

AMES the son of Zebedee, brother of John the Apostle, a Galilean, was one of the first Apostles to be called, and together with his brother he left his father and his nets, and followed the Lord; the two brothers were called Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder, by Jesus himself. He was one of the three Apostles whom the Saviour loved most, whom he wished to be witnesses of his Transfiguration, to be present at the raising to life of the daughter of the ruler of the synagogue, and to be there when he withdrew to the mount of Olives to pray to the Father before he was taken by the Jews. 

( I saw  a great people  who had received glorious garments of the Lord. and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God.

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through .the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying:  These men are. 
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FTER the ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven, James preached his Divinity in Judrea and Sarnaria, and led many to the Christian faith. Soon after that he set out for Spain, where he converted many to Christ; among these were the seven who were later made bishops by blessed Peter and were the first to be sent into Spain. Then James returned to Jerusalem, and imbued Hermogenes the Magician, among others, with the true faith. Herod Agrippa, who had been raised to the kingship by the emperor Claudius, wishing to ingratiate himself with the Jews, condemned James to death for boldly confessing Jesus Christ to be God. When the man who had brought him to the tribunal saw the courage with which he faced martyrdom, he immediately declared that he also was a Christian. 
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( Blessed.are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven.

( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from  their company, and shall reproach you, and cast  out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice.
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S they were being hurried to the place of execution this man begged James to pardon him. James kissed him, and said: Peace be unto thee. They were both beheaded, James having healed a paralytic a little while beforehand. His body was later brought to Compostella, where it is honoured with great veneration, pilgrims flocking to it from all the corners of the earth to pay their devotion. The memorial 

of his birthday is celebrated to-day, which is the day of his translation, since it was at Easter time that he was the first of the Apostles to shed his blood at Jerusalem as a witness of Jesus Christ. 

( These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms.

(. These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are  they.  Glory be. Now are they. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson vij                                                                                                    Ch. 20 

T

HEN came to Jesus the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him. And the rest.

Homily by S. John Chrysostom                                            Homily 65 on Matt. 

L

ET no-one be disturbed when we say that the Apostles were still so imperfect. The mystery of the cross was not yet accomplished, the grace of the Spirit was not yet poured into their hearts. If you would discover their virtue, consider what they were like after the grace of the Spirit had been given them, and then you will see that they had conquered all perverse affections. For this is the only reason for revealing their imperfection: that you may clearly see how different they suddenly became through grace. Therefore it is that they asked for nothing spiritual, nor were they thinking about the kingdom of heaven at all. Let us see, nevertheless, how they came and what they asked. We would that thou shouldest 
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