                           Be thou the strength and guardian of thy native land,

                           And to all Christian nations grant peace and repose

                           From din of arms and from the adversary's hand;

                           From all our borders drive our foes.

                   2       Defend the Christian Kings who stand beneath the Cross

                            And hold the standard of the holy Rood, 

                            Restore sweet Salem from her foes and grievous loss, 

                            And vindicate the guiltless blood.

                   3       On thee our hopes are built as on a mighty tower; 

                            Receive the homage that we now do humbly pay,

                            The pledges that thy City offers in this hour,

                            With pious rites and songs' sweet lay.

                   4       Deliver us from pleasures fraught with sin's alloy, 

                            And fill us with thy bright and never-fading love; 

                            Show us the light divine, which forms the crowning joy, 

                            O Three in One, of bliss above.                         Amen.  

On Benedictus, Antiphon as in the Common, p. cxxviij. The kingdom of heaven * is likened to a merchantman seeking goodly pearls; who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it. 

Collect as above. 

At II Vespers, Hymn and Collect as above at I Vespers. The rest as in the Common. 

__________________________________________________________________

FEASTS OF FEBRUARY

On the first unimpeded day is said the Office of the Dead.

THE FIRST OF FEBRUARY

On the Feast of S.Ignatius, Bishop and Martyr

All from the Common of one Martyr out of Eastertide, except the following. 

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Ignatius thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurring Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
1489

From the holy book of S. Jerome, Priest , on Ecclesiastical Writers. 

Lesson iv 

I

GNATIUS, third Bishop of the Church of Antioch from the Apostle Peter, in he persecution of Trajan was sentenced to the wild beasts and sent bound to Rome. And when he had sailed to Smyrna, where Polycarp, the pupil of John, was Bishop, he wrote an Epistle to the Epesians, another to the Magnesians, a third to the Trallians, a fourth to the Romans, and going on from there he wrote to the Philadelphians, and to the Smyrnians, and one to Polycarp himself, commending the Church of Antioch to him: in which also he gave testimony about the person of Christ from the Gospel which I have recently translated. 

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. 

(He went down with them into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave.  

Lesson v. 

A

ND it seems fitting, since we are speaking of so great a man, to put down a few words from the Epistle also which he wrote to the Romans: From Syria even unto Rome on sea and land I am fighting with the beasts, being bound day and night to ten leopards, that is, the soldiers who are guarding me: who, even when you are kind to them, become worse. And their wickedness is my training: but I am not justified by this. O that I may enjoy the beasts which are destined for me: I pray they may be swift to destroy and torment me, and eager to devour me, and not, as with other Martyrs, afraid to touch my body. Because if they will not come, I shall use force, I shall thrust myself to be devoured. Forgive me, little children; what is profitable for me, that I know. 

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire, * And hast not denied him the request of his lips. 

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast not.

Lesson vj 

N

OW I begin to be a disciple of Christ, nothing desiring of those things which are seen, that I may find Jesus Christ. Come upon me, fire, cross, wild beasts, wrenching of bones, cutting of limbs, crushing of the whole body, and all the tortures of the devil: if only I may enjoy Christ. And when he was already condemned to the beasts, and burning to suffer heard the roar of the lions, he said: I am Christ's wheat, may I be ground by the teeth of the beasts, that I may be found pure bread. He suffered in the eleventh year of Trajan. His relics lie at Antioch, outside the gate of Daphne, in the cemetery.
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( The Lord clothed him with a robe of glory * And set upon his a head a crown of pure gold. 

(With the bread of life and understanding shall the Lord feed him, and give him the water of wisdom to drink. And set. Glory be. And set.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to John. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                        Ch. 12 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his discip1es: Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: And the 

rest. 

Homily by Saint Augustine, Bishop.                                          Treatise 51 on John 

T

HE Lord Jesus himself was the grain that was to die and bear much fruit: to be put to death by the faithlessness of the Jews, to be multiplied in the faith of the nations. And when he was exhorting to following the footsteps of his passion ,he said: He that loveth his life, shall lose it. Which may be understood in two ways. He that loveth, shall lose: that is, if thou love, thou shalt lose. If thou desire to keep life in Christ, fear not to die for Christ. And and in another way: He that loveth his life, shall lose it: love not, lest thou lose: love not in this life, lest thou lose in eternal life.

( A crown of gold  upon his head, *  Wherein is engraved holiness, an ornament of honour, a costly work.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. Wherein is.

Lesson viij 

A

ND this, which I said second, seems to me more the Gospel meaning. For there follows: And he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. Therefore what was said above, He that loveth, that is to say, in this world, shall in any case lose it: but he that hateth it in this world shall in any case keep it unto life eternal. O great and wonderful judgment, by which there is a love of man's soul so that it perish, and a hatred so that it perish not. If thou hast loved wrongly, then thou hast hated: if thou hast hated well, then thou hast loved. Blessed are they who have hated in keeping it, lest they lose it by loving.

( This is a true Martyr,  who shed his blood for Christ's Name. * Who feared not the  threats of the judges nor sought to be great with worldly glory, but pressed on into the kingdom of heaven.
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( The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. Who feared. Glory be. Who feared.

Lesson ix 

B

UT be not deceived into thinking, that thou shouldest willingly kill thyself, by so understanding it, that thou must hate thy life in this world. For from this certain evil and perverse men, being too harsh to themselves, and guilty of homicide, give themselves to the flames, drown themselves in the waters, throw themselves from cliffs, and perish. Christ did not teach this: and to the base devil, when he suggested throwing himself down, he even replied: Get thee behind me, satan: for it is written: Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. And to Peter he said, signifying by what death he should glorify God: When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. By which he makes it quite clear, that he that follows in the footsteps of Christ must be killed, not by himself, but by another.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

Vespers of the following, commemoration of the preceding.

__________________________________________________________________

THE SECOND OF FEBRUARY
ON THE FEAST OF THE PURIFICATION OF THE B. V. MARY

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS
¶ If this Feast shall fall of one of the privileged Sundays, then it is to be transferred to Monday just as on its proper day, and any Feast whatsoever of the same, but not of higher rank, falling thereon, is transferred also. 

AT VESPERS

Antiphon 1.                                                                                                     Tone vj
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        O   wondrous interchange! * The Creator of mankind, taking upon       him a [image: image2.png]e,





      living body, vouchsafed to be born of a Vir- gin: and proceeding forth as Man,
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     without seed, hath made us partakers of his Divin-ity. E  u  o  u   a  e.   Psalms 110, 113, 122,  127, 147, vv. 12-20, as on Feasts  of the B. V. Mary.

Antiphon 2.                                                                                               Tone iij, 3.
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         When thou wast born * inef-fably of a Virgin, then were the Scriptures ful-
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      filled: thou camest down Iike the rain into a  fleece of wool, to bring salvation 
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       unto  all mankind: we praise thee, O our God.  E    u   o   u    a   e.

Antiphon 3.                                                                                             Tone iv, 1.
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          In the bush * which Mo -   ses saw unconsumed, we acknowledge  the  
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     preservation of thy glorious virginity: holy Mother of God, intercede for thy 

[image: image9.png]



     chil-dren.    E   u   o   u    a   e.

Antiphon 4.                                                                                                 Tone j, 1.
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         The Root of Jesse * hath budded: the Star hath come out of Jacob: a Vir-gin

[image: image11.png]



          hath borne the Saviour: we praise thee, O our God.    E   u   o   u   a   e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                                    Tone ij.
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        Lo, Mary * hath brought forth to us the Saviour; whom when John be-held,          [image: image13.png]et e





     he cried saying: Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin * of the 
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    world, al-le-lu-ia.   E   u    o   u    a   e.  But after Septuagesima:   * of the world.

 Chapter                                                                                                    Malachi 3 

B

EHOLD, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in. 

Hymn E.H. 213 Ave, maris stella, as in the Common, p. .

( It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Ghost. 

( That he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                  Tone  j, 1
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     The ancient * carried the Infant, but the In-   fant governed the ancient: he
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whom a Virgin bare, and after bearing, remained virgin, the same     was wor-
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   shipped by her who bare him. Canticle Magnificat,  p. 209.
COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everliving God, we humbly beseech thy majesty: that, as thy only-begotten Son was this day presented in the temple in substance of our flesh; so we may be presented unto thee with pure and clean hearts. Through the same. 

Commemoration of S. Ignatius, Antiphon, as in the Common, xlj.
Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Lilanus.

Collect Almighty God, look, as above in I Vespers. 

At Compline and through the Hours, at the end of the Hymns is said, as in the Common,  p. ccxiv.

All honour, laud, and glory be,

                                         O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee; 

                                         All glory, as is ever meet, 

                                         To Father and to Paraclete.    Amen. 

At Matins, Invitatory.- Behold the Lord the Ruler cometh into his holy temple. * Be glad and rejoice, O Sion, go forth to meet thy God. 

Hymn E.H. 214, Antiphons, Psalms, and (( of the Nocturns are said as on Feasts of blessed Mary. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Book of Exodus
Lesson j                                                                                     Ch, 13,  1-3, 11-13
A

ND the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine. And Moses said unto the people, When the Lord shall bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, as he sware unto thee and to thy fathers, and shall give it thee, that thou shalt set apart unto the Lord all that openeth the matrix,

and every firstling that cometh of a beast which thou hast ; the males shall be the 
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Lord's. And every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it,  then thou shalt break his neck: and all the firstborn of man among thy children shalt thou redeem. 

( Prepare thy house, O Sion, to receive Christ the King * He whom a Virgin bare, and after baring remained virgin, the same was worshipped by her who bare him. 

( Simeon, taking the child up in his arms, gave thanks, and blessed God. He whom. 

From the Book of Leviticus

Lesson ij                                                                                                  Ch. 12, 1-8

A

ND the Lord spake unto Moses saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman hath conceived seed, and born a man child; then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean. And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days: she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be fulfilled. But if she bear a maid child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her separation: and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and six days. 

( And when the days of the purification of Mary according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought Jesus to Jerusalem to present hiln to the Lord; * As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that orieneth the womb shall be called holy to.the Lord. 

( They offered unto the Lord for him a pair of turtle-doves, or two young pigeons. As it is. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtle-dove, for a sin offering, unto the door or the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the priest; who shall offer it before the Lord. and make an atonement for her; and she shall be cleansed from the issue of her blood. This is the law for her that hath born a male or a female. And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering; and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean. 

( They offered unto the Lord for him a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons. 
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* As it is written in the law of the Lord.

( And when the days of the purification of Mary according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought Jesus to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.  As it is. Glory be. As it is. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. Augustine, Bishop                   Sermon 128 on the Birth of Our Lord 

Lesson iv 

A

S it was foretold in former times, Sion our Mother saith: He was born in her, the Most High shall stablish her. O omnipotence of him that was born, O magnificence of him that descended from heaven to earth! While he was yet hidden in the womb, he was saluted by John Baptist from his mother's womb. He was presented in the temple, and was recognized by Simeon, that old man honoured, hoary, esteemed and crowned. Then he knew, then he adored, then he said: Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation. 

( Simeon, a just and devout man, awaited the consolation of Israel: * And the Holy Ghost was upon him. 

( It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Ghost that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And the. 

Lesson v 

H

IS departure from this world was put off until he had seen the birth of him who made the world. The old man recognized the infant. he was made a child in that Child: he became young in his old age, yet ripe in devotion. The aged Simeon carried the Infant Christ; yet Christ ruled the aged Simeon. It was told him by the Lord, that he should not taste of death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Christ was born, and the desire of the old man was accomplished in the old age of the world. He himself came to an old man, and fpound an aged world. 

( It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Ghost that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ: * And he blessed God, and said: Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, O Lord. 

( When the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, then took he him up in his arms. And he. 

Lesson vj

T

HE old man desired not to be long in this world, and yet he desired to see Christ in this world, saying with the prophet: O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us, and grant us thy salvation. And lastly, that ye may know how great this joy 
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was, he finally said: Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for minc eyes have seen thy salvation. The prophets foretold that the Maker of heaven and earth should be with men upon earth; the Angel announced that the Creator of flesh and spirit should come in the flesh; John, from the womb, saluted the Saviour in the womb; the old man Simeon knew the Infant God. 

( When his parents brought the child Jesus into the temple to do for him after the custom of the law, Simeon took him up in his arms and blessed God, and said: * Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace. 

( Simeon took the child up .in his arms and cried out, saying: Lord, now. Glory be. Lord, now. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lason from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke 

Lesson vij                                                                                                      Ch.  2 

W

HEN the days of Mary's purification according to the law of Moscs were accomplished, thcy brought Jesus to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (as it is written in the law of the Lord.) And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                     Bk. 2 on Luke Ch. 2. v. 22 

A

ND, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the con- solation of Israel. The Angels and the prophets and the shepherds were not the only ones to bear witness of the Birth of the Lord. Witnesses of all ages and of both sexes, not to mention the succession of wondrous happenings, all unite to build up our faith.  The virgin conceived, the barren gave birth, the dumb man spoke, Elisabeth prophesied, the wise men worshipped, and the babe leaped in the womb for joy; the widow gave thanks,and the just man walked.

( Simeon took Jesus up in his arms and cried out, and said: * Verily thou art a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 

( When his parents brought in the child Jesus, then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said: Verily. 

Blessing May the Virgin of virgins whose Feast we are keeping intercede for us to the Lord. 

Lesson viij

I

NDEED he was just: he was waiting for the consola tion of his people, for their sakes, not for his own. For himself, he longed to be set free from the chalns that bound his frail.body to the earth; yet he remained and waited to see the promise fulfilled; he knew that blessed would be the eyes that would see the Saviour. And he took him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. See how just a man he was. 
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Shackled by the chains of his heavy, worn-out body, he longed to depart, to be with Christ. To depart, to be with Christ would be so much better. 

( The ancient carried the Infant, but the Infant governed the ancient: * He whom a Virgin bare, and after baring remained a virgin, the same was worshipped by her who bare him. 

( Simeon took the child up in his arms, and gave thanks, and blessed the Lord. 

He whom. Glory be. He whom.

Lesson ix 

B

UT if any man would depart, let him come to the temple, come up to Jerusalem, wait for the Lord's Christ, take up in his hands the Word of God, embrace good works with the arms of faith. Then let him depart, for he shall not see death: he has seen life itself. The Lord's Birth bestows an abundance of grace on all mankind, and prophecy is withheld only from the unbelieving, not from the just. Simeon foretold the rise and fall of many in Israel, and saw that many would come to our Lord Jesus Christ, that the thoughts of the righteous and the wicked should be revealed. He saw that by the nature of our actions the true and righteous Judge would reveal either our punishment of our reward. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

AT LAUDS, AND THROUGH THE HOURS,

Antiphon 1.                                                                                                Tone iij, 1
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    Simeon, * a just and devout man, awaited the consolation of  Israel, and the Ho-
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       ly Ghost was upon him. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit, and the rest, p. 29 ff. 

Antiphon 2.                                                                                            Tone vij, 3
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      It was revealed unto Simeon * by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, 
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     before he had seen the Lord.    E    u     o      u      a      e. 

1499

Antiphon 3.                                                                                                Tone iij, 1
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    Simeon took the Child * up in his arms; and giving thanks, he blessed the Lord. 
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      E     u       o       u     a       e.

Antiphon 4.                                                                                              Tone viij, 1

[image: image24.png]



    A light * to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. E u  o u  a e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                              Tone viij, 1
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        And they offered * for him to the Lord a pair of turtle doves, or two  young  
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      pigeons. E     u        o     u     a      e.

Chapter                                                                                                      Malachi 3 

B

EHOLD, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in. 

Hymn O gloriosa E.H. 2l5, and ( Full of grace, as in the Common. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                          Tone j, 1
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    And when the parents * brought in the Child Jesus, then Simeon took    him up 
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    in his arms, and blessed God, saying: Lord, now let-        test thou thy servant
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   depart in peace.  Canticle Benedictus, p. 39.

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY and everliving God,we humbly beseech thy majesty: that, as thy only-begotten Son was this day presented in the temple in substance of our flesh; so we may be presented unto thee with pure and cleam hearts. Through the same. 

At Prime, in the Short (, is said ( Who wast born of the Virgin Mary, p. ccxv.

At Terce, Antiphon. It was revealed unto Simeon.

Chapter Behold, I will send, as above. 

Short (  as in the Common, p. ccxv.

In thy grace, * and in thy beauty. In thy. 

( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. And in. Glory be. In thy. 

( God shall help her with his countenance. 

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. 

At Sext, Antiphon. Simeon took the child. 

Chapter                                                                                                       Malachi 3 

B

EHOLD, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap. 

Short ( as in the Common, p. ccxvj.

God Shall help her * With his countenance. God shall.

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. With his. Glory be. God shall. 

( God hath chosen her,and preferred her. 

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle.

At None, Antiphon. And they offered. 

Chapter                                                                                                       Malachi 3

T

HEN shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in the former years, saith the Lord Almighty. 

Short ( as in the Common, p  ccxvij. 

God hath chosen her * And preferred her. God hath. 

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. And. Glory be. God hath. 

( Full of grace are thy lips. 

( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 
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At Vespers, Antiphons of Lauds. Psalms 110, 113, 122, 127, 147, vv. 12-20, as in the Common. 

Chapter Behold, I will send, as above at Lauds. 

Hymn. E.H. 2l3 Ave, maris stella, as in the Common, p. ccv.. 

( It was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy Ghost. 

( That he should not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                  Tone viij, 1
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     Today * the blessed Virgin Mary presented the Child Jesus in   the temple; 
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  and Simeon, filled with the Holy Spirit, received him in-to      his arms,   and
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     blessed God        for ev- er. Canticle Magnificat, p. 211.

Collect as above. 

Then commemoration is made of S.Blasius. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Third of February

S. Blasius, Bishop and Martyr.

Antiphon as in the Common, p. xxx.This is a Martyr * who strove for his Master's precepts, even unto death: and feared not the words of evil men, forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD,who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of blessed Blasius, thy Martyr and Bishop: mercifully grant; that, as we now celebrate his birthday, so we may likewise rejoice in his protection. Through. 

Lesson iij 

B

LASIUS, of Sebaste in Armenia, was praised for many virtues and chosen as Bishop of that city. In the time when Diocletian was venting his insatiable 
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cruelty on the Christians, he hid in a cave of mount Argæus, where he remained hidden until the soldiers of the ruler Agricola came and seized him, brought him before the ruler, and at his command threw him in prison. There he healed many sick people, who, attracted by the fame of his sanctity, were brought to Blasius. Among these was a boy, who had a thorn caught across his throat, and was dying, the doctors having despaired of saving him. But Blasius, having been brought before the ruler once, and again, and being unable to be persuaded either by blandishments or by threats to sacrifice to the gods, was first beaten with rods, then torn on the rack with iron combs: and finally, being beheaded, gave glorious testimony of faith to the Lord Christ on the third of February. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTH OF FEBRUARY

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT AGATHA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR

DOUBLE

At Vespers, Antiphons of Lauds below. Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113, of Sunday and in the last place 117 as in the Common of Apostles.
Chapter                                                                                                      Ecclus. 51 

I

 WILL thank thee, O Lord and King, and praise thee, O God my Saviour: I do give praise unto thy Name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction.

Hymn. E.H. 192 Jesu Corona, and ( In thy grace, from the Common of Virgins. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                       Tone j, 3.
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 The blessed Agatha,* standing in the midst of the prison, with outstretch'd hands 
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     en-         treat-      ed    the Lord: O Lord Jesus Christ, my gracious Master,  I 
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    give thanks unto thee, who hast enabled me to overcome the torments of the 
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  executioner: bid me now, O Lord, joyfully to enter into thine   unfading glory. 
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      Canticle Magnificat, p. 209.
COLLECT

O

 GOD, who among the manifold works of thy power hast bestowed even upon the weakness of women the victory of martyrdom: mercifully grant; that we, who celebrate the Birthday of blessed Agatha, thy Virgin and Martyr, may by her example be drawn nearer unto thee. Through. 

At Matins, Invitatory and Hymn E.H. 191 from the Common of a Virgin and Martyr. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. I am of * illustrious lineage, as all my family show. Psalms in the first and second Nocturn from the Common of one Martyr. 1.Beatus vir. 

Antiphon. The highest nobility * is that in which service to Christ is shown forth. Psalm 2 Quare fremuerunt 

Antiphon. I am the handmaid * of Christ; therefore I play the part of a slave. Psalm 3 Domine, quid multiplicati 

( In thy grace, and in thy beauty. 

( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. 

Lessons, I will thank thee, as in the Common of Virgins in the second place. 

( j. While blessed Agatha was being grievously tormented in the breasts, she said to the judge: * Wicked, cruel, and horrible tyrant, art thou not ashamed to cut off from a woman the part that thou thyself hast sucked on thy mother? 

( I have chaste breasts within my soul which I have consecrated to the Lord from childhood. Wicked. 

( ij. Agatha went to prison with great joy and exultation, * As though invited to a banquet, and she commended her contest to the Lord in prayer. 

( She, nobly born, rejoiced when a vile person dragged her to prison. As though. 
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( iij. Who art thou that comest unto me to heal my wounds? I am the Apostle of Christ. Be not doubtful of me, my daughter, for he has sent me to thee. * Whom thou hast loved in purity of mind and heart. 

( I am his Apostle; know thyself to be healed in his Name. Whom thou. Glory be. Whom thou. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Antiphon. Holy Agatha said, * Do you threaten me with wild beasts? When they hear Christ's Name, they grow tame. Psalm 4 Cum invocarem 

Antiphon. If you kindle fire, * the Angels will bring me a saving dew from heaven. Psalm 5 Verba mea 

Antiphon. Agatha * went to prison with great joy and exultation, as though invited to a banquet, and she commended her contest to the Lord in prayer. Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster . 

( God shall help her with his countenance. 

( God is in the midst of her, therefore she shall not be removed. 

Lesson iv 

T

HE Virgin Agatha was born of noble parents in Sicily, and both Palermo and Catania claim to be her birth place. She gained the crown of martyrdom at Catania during the persecution of the emperor Decius. She was famed equally for her beauty and her chastity, and Quintianus, Prætor of Sicily, fell in love with her. He tried every imaginable way to dissuade her from her way of purity, but when he could not move her from it he had her arrested on the charge of Christian superstition, and handed her over to a woman called Aphrodisia to be corrupted. When the woman Aphrodisia found that she could neither shake her from her constancy to the Christian faith, nor move her from her determination to preserve her virginity, she told Quintianus that she was wasting her time on Agatha. Quintianus ordered the virgin to be brought to him. and said, Art thou not ashamed, with thy noble birth, to be living the mean and slavish life of the Christians? Agatha answered him, The lowliness and slavery of the Christians is far more glorious than the pride and opulence of kings.

( But I am helped by the Lord, and will remain constant in the confession of the Name of him who hath saved * And strengthened me.

( I thank thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, who hast sent thine Apostle to heal my wounds. And.

Lesson v 

T

HIS answer so enraged the prretor that he told her to choose between sacrificing to the gods and being put to the torture. She remained constant in 
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the faith, and was first beaten with rods and sent back to prison; then on the following day she was led forth, and as she remained steadfast, she was stretched on the rack and tortured with hot metal. Then her breasts were cut off. As she received the wounds, the virgin cried out to Quintianus, Thou cruel tyrant, art thou not ashamed to cut off  from a woman the part that thou thyself hast sucked on thy mother? Then she was chained and cast into prison, and during the following night she was healed by an aged man who said that he was an Apostle of Christ. Again she was summoned to appear before the prætor, and still constant in her confession of Christ, she was rolled on sharp potsherds and burning coals. 

( He hath  healed me, who through his Apostle Peter hath strengthened me in prison, because for his sake I was ordered to be stretched on the rack, * Help me, O Lord, in the torture of my breasts, because I was faithful to chastity. 

( He who vouchsafed to heal all my wounds and to restore my breasts to my bosom. Help me. 

Lesson  vj

A

T that time the whole city was shaken by a great earthquake, and two friends of the prætor, Silvinus and Falconius, were crushed by falling walls. The citizens were in such a frenzy that Quintianus was afraid of a riot, and ordered Agatha to be brought back to prison secretly. She was almost dead, but made this prayer to God: Lord who hast watched over me from mine infancy, who hast taken from me all earthly desire, who hast enabled me to overcome the tortures of the executioner, receive my spirit. With this prayer on her lips she passed to heaven on the fifth day of February. Her body was buried by the Christians.

( Thou hast seen, O Lord, my contest, how I fought in the arena, but because I would the not obey the judge's commands * He ordered me to be tortured in the breasts. 

( Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness. He ordered. Glory be. He ordered.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. Unless thou rise up * and deliver my body into the hands of the executioner, my soul cannot enter the Lord's paradise with the palm of martyrdom. Psalm 11 In Domino confido 

Antiphon. O Lord, thou hast seen my contest, * how I fought in the arena, but because I would not obey the judge's commands, he ordered me to be tortured in the breasts. Psalm 15 Domine, quis habitabit 

Antiphon. For being faithful * to chastity they ordered me to be stretched on the rack. Help me, O Lord my God, in the torture of my breasts. Psalm 16 Conserva me, Domine 
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( God hath chosen her, and preferred her. 

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew 

Lesson vij                                                                                                 Ch. 19 

T

HE Pharisees came to Jesus, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? And the rest.

Homily by S. John Chrysostom                                           Homily  62 on Matthew 

O

UR Lord realized that he was asking a very hard thing of his disciples in urging them to accept the state of virginity, and so he sought to draw them towards the desire of it by first showing them the binding nature of the marriage law. From there, he led them on to see that however hard it might be, yet it was possible to achieve, saying: For there are some eunuchs. which were so born from their mother's womb: and there are some eunuchs. which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eunuchs, which have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. These words are an open inducement to them to choose virginity, while at the same time they make it clear that the state is indeed attainable. 

( Blessed Agatha, entering into the prison, stretched out her hands to God. and 

said: O Lord, who hast enabled me to overcome the tortures of the executioner. * Mercifully call me now to come to thee. 

( O Lord, who hast created me, and taken from me all earthly desire, and hast kept my body from pollution. Mercifully.
Lesson viij 

H

E puts it to them like this: Supposing. through some disablement from birth or through some injury from the hands of men. you were deprived of sexual enjoyment and had nothing to atone for the lack of it, what would you do? So now give thanks to God because he helps you on with the promise of a reward and a crown, for accepting the same state that others have to endure with neither reward nor crown. Yet yours is not really the same state, but a far happier one, because it is accompanied by an holy hope and an upright conscience, and is at the same time free from the pounding waves of carnal desire. 

( Never have I  procured for my body an earthly remedy: but I have the Lord Jesus Christ, * Who by his word alone restoreth all things. 

( He who vouchsafed to heal all my wounds and to restore my breasts to my bosom, I will call upon him the living God. Who by. Glory be. Who by. 

Lesson ix 

H

E spoke of two kinds of eunuchs. The first were the vain, useless sort, whose minds were by no means continent. The second were those who were chaste 
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for the kingdom of heaven's sake. Then he added, He that is able to receive it, let him receive it; to help them to receive it more readily. In his infinite loving-kindness he did not wish to make virginity a precept under obligation of law. By putting it to them in this way. he shows that attainment is the more possible in proportion to the strengthening of will. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

AT LAUDS, AND THROUGH THE HOURS,

Antiphon 1.                                                                                               Tone vij, 1
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     Who art thou that comest unto me * to heal my wounds?  I am the Apostle of 
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  Christ; be not doubtful of me, my daughter.  Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit  and the rest, p. 12 

Antiphon 2.                                                                                                   Tone j, 1
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      Never have I procured * for my body an earthly remedy: but I have the Lord 
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    Jesus Christ, who by his word alone restoreth all things. E   u    o   u    a      e.

Antiphon 3.                                                                                               Tone vij, 1
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      I give thee thanks, O Lord * Jesus Christ: Because thou art mindful of me, and 
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    hast sent thine Apostle un-to me to heal my wounds.   E   u     o   u       a     e.

Antiphon 4.                                                                                              Tone viij, 1
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      I bless thee,* O Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: because by thine Apostle thou 
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     hast restored my breast to my bosom.   E     u       o      u      a      e.

Antiphon 5.                                                                                           Tone vij, 3 
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   On him who hath deigned * to heal me of all my wounds, and to restore my 
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      breast to my bosom; on him, the living God, do I call.  E   u    o    u    a     e.

Chapter                                                                                                      Ecclus. 51 

I

 WILL thank thee,O Lord and King,and praise thee,O God my Saviour: I do give praise unto thy Name: for thou art my defender and helper, and hast preserved my body from destruction. 

Hymn .E.H. 192 Jesu Corona, from the Common of Virgins.

( Full of grace are thy lips. ( Because God hath Blessed thee for ever. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon.                                                                           Tone v
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      The multitude * of the heathen, fleeing to the tomb of the virgin, took thence 
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   her veil to defend them from the fire: that the Lord might shew himself a delive-
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     rer from the furnace, for the sake          of Ag-     atha his blessed Martyr .
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       Canticle Benedictus, p. 39.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who among the manifold works of thy power hast bestowed even upon the weakness of women the victory of martyrdom: mercifully grant; that we,  who celebrate the birthday of Blessed Agatha, thy Virgin and Martyr, may by her example ae drawn nearer unto thee. Through.. 

AT TERCE

Antiphon. Never have I procured. 

Chapter I will thank thee, as above. . 

Short (, as in the Common  In thy grace, * And in thy beauty. In thy grace. 

( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. And in thy beauty. Glory be. In thy grace. 

( God shall help her with his countenance. 

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. 

AT SEXT

Antiphon. I give thee thanks, O Lord. 

Chapter                                                                                                      Ecclus.51 

T

HOU hast delivered me, according to the multitude of thy mercies and greatness of thy Name, from the teeth of them that were ready to devour me, and out of the hands of such as sought after my life, and from the manifold afflictions which I had. 

Short (.as in the Common.
God shall help her * With his countenance. God shall.

( God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed. With his countenance. Glory be. God shall.

( God hath chosen her, and preferred her. 

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. 

AT NONE

Antiphon. On him who hath deigned. 

Chapter                                                                                                      Ecclus  51 

M

Y soul shall praise the Lord even unto death: for thou deliverest such as wait for thee, and savest them out of the hands of the enemies, O Lord our God.

Short ( as in the Common.
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God hath chosen her, * And preferred her. God hath. 

( He hath made her to dwell in his tabernacle. And preferred her. Glory be. God hath.

( Full of grace are thy lips. ( Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

AT VESPERS

Antiphons from Lauds. Psalms 110, 111, 112, 113 from Sunday, and in the last place 141, vv.12-20, as in the Common. 

If second Vespers be said entire, Chapter I will thank thee, as above at Lauds. Hymn E.H. 192  Jesu Corona, and  ( Full of grace.are thy lips.

( Because God hath blessed thee forever. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. as above, p. 1503.

The blessed Agatha,* standing in the midst of the prison, with outstretched hands entreated the Lord: O Lord Jesus Christ, my gracious Master, I give thanks unto thee, who hast enabled me to overcome the torments of the executioner: bid me now, O Lord, joyfully to enter into thine unfading glory . 

(Vespers from the Chapter of the following,) commemoration (of the preceding, and of) S. Dorothy, Virgin and Martyr. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE SIXTH OF FEBRUARY

( ON THE FEAST OF S. TITUS, BISHOP AND CONFESSOR

DOUBLE)

S.Dorothy, Virgin and Martyr

(All from the Common of a Confessor Bishop, p. lxxiij, except the following.

In the Hymn. 188 Iste Confessor, the third line is changed. 

At Vespers, Antiphon.O thou Priest.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst adorn blessed Titus, thy Confessor and Bishop, with apostolic virtues: grant, through his intercession, that living justly and godly in this world, we may be found worthy to attain unto the heavenly country. Through. 

For commemoration of S. Agatha, Antiphon.The Blessed. Full of grace, Collect O God, who among, as above. 

Then commemoration is made of S. Dorothy, Virgin and Martyr.) 

Antiphon as in the Common.  

Come, thou Bride of Christ,* receive the crown which the Lord hath prepared for thee for ever.

( In thy grace, and in thy beauty. ( Go forth, ride prosperously, and reign.
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COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, that as Blessed Dorothy, thy Virgin and Martyr, was ever found pleasing unto thee, both by the virtue of her chastity, and by her confession of thy power: so she may implore for us thy pardon. Through.

(In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurring Scripture.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Lesson iv 

T

ITUS, Bishop of Crete, when he had scarcely been admitted by the word of the Apostle Paul to the Sacraments and mysteries of the Christian Faith, was found to shine with such light of sanctity upon the then infant Church, that he was found worthy to be admitted among the disciples of the same Doctor of the Gentiles. Becoming a partner in the work of preaching, he made himself so dear to Paul by faithfulness and zeal for the Gospel, that the latter, when he came to Troas on account of the Gospel of Christ, bore witness that he had no rest his spirit, Because he did not find his brother Titus there. And a little later, going to Macedonia, he expressed his love for him thus: But God, which comforteth the humble, conforted us by the coming of Titus.

( I have found  David my servant,  with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

( The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand. 

Lesson v 

W

HEREFORE, being sent by the Apostle to Corinth, with such wisdom and gentleness did he carry out the mission of this task, which was intended especially to collect alms from the piety of the faithful for the relief of the need of the Church of the Hebrews, that he not only confirmed the Corinthians in the faith of Christ, but also aroused longing, tears, and admiration among them for Paul, who was their first founder. Meanwhile, in order to scatter the seed of the Word of God amonr peoples of different places and languages he made many journeys by land and sea, and with great strength of mind pourted out many labours and cares for the trophy of the Cross, and finally landed with his leader Paul on the island of Crete. He was then chosen by the Apostle himself as Bishop for this Church, and we may not doubt that in that task he so conducted himself, that, according to the precepts of his teacher Paul himself, he proved himself an example of good works in doctrine, in integrity, in gravity.

( I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the 
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people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

( I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand.

Lesson vj 

A

ND so like a lantern amongst those who sat in the shades of idolatry and lies, as if in the shadow of death, he shed the light of religion. Tradition relates that he laboured strenuously to proclaim the banner of the Cross among the Dalmatians. At length, full of merits and of days, in his ninety-fourth year, on the fourth of January, in the blessed death of the righteous, he fell asleep in the Lord, and was buried in the Church where he had been set as minister by the Apostle. His name is mentioned with distin«tion by Saint John Chrysostom and by Saint Jerome, and is read inscribed on the same day in the Roman Martyrology; ((but Pius ix assigned the first following free day for his feast day with an Office and Mass to be olserved universally by the clergy.))
( This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

( This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he. Glory be. May he.

In the Third Nocturn, Homily on the Gospel The Lord appointed, from the Common of Evangelists, p. xxj, with (( from the Common of a Confessor Bishop, p. lxxix). 

For S. Dorothy 

(Lesson ix )                                                                                               Lesson iij 

D

OROTHY, a Virgin from Caesarea of Cappadocia, was arrested by the ruler Apricius because of her confession of Christ, and given to her sisters Chrysta and Callista, who had fallen from the faith, to persuade her from her opinion. But the opposite happened: for Dorothy led them back to the observance of the christian religion, for which they also received martyrdom. So the virgin was tortured on the rack, beaten with branches, and condemned to death, and received the double palm of virginity and martyrdom. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

( In Lauds, commemoration is made of S.Dorothy, Virgin and Martyr.

Antiphon. The Kingdom. ( Full of. ) 

( Vespers from the chapter of the following, commemoration of the preceding.) 
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THE SEVENTH OF FEBRUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S. ROMUALD, ABBOT

DOUBLE

All from the Common. of a Confessor not a Bishop, except the following. 

In the Hymn Iste Confessor E.H. 188, the third line is changed. 

COLLECT

O

 LORD, we beseech thee, let the intercession of blessed Romuald commend us unto thee: that those things which for our own merits we cannot ask, we may through his advocacy obtain. Through. 

(Commemoration is made of S.Titus, Antiphon. The Lord loved. ( The Lord guided. Collect O God, who didst adorn, as above.) 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurrent Scripture, and in Lent, B1essed is the rich, in the second place. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

R

OMUALD was born in Ravenna, the son of a nobleman named Sergius. As a young man he retired to the nearby monastery of Classis to perform a penance: where he was inflamed more vehemently with the desire for piety by the words of a religious, and also saw once and again blessed Appollinaris in the Church through the night, as the servant of God had promised him, and he became a monk. Soon he went to Marinus, famous at that time in the district of Venice for sanctity of life and severe discipline, to use him as master and teacher on the steep and narrow way to perfection.

 The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. *  And gave him perpetual glory. 

 The Lord guided the righteous in right paths, and shewed him the kingdom of God. And gave.

Lesson v 

H

E was attacked by many snares of satan and by the envy of men, but all the more assiduously applied himself to fasts and prayers, and used meditation on heavenly things, pouring forth many tears: but his countenance was always so joyful, that those who beheld it rejoiced. He was much in honour with Kings and Princes: and many on his advice cast aside the lures of the world and sought the solitary life. He burned also with desire for martyrdom, for which cause he set out into Pannonia, but was compelled to return by a sickness which became worse as 
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he went forward, but grew better as he retreated. 

 The Lord loved him  and adorned him: he clothed him with a robe of glory. *
And at the gates of paradise he crowned him 

The Lord put on him the breastplate of faith, and adorned him. And at.

Lesson vj 

F

AMOUS for miracles during his life and after his death, he did not lack the spirit of prophecy also. He saw in a vision a ladder leading from earth to heaven, in the manner of the patriarch Jacob, on which men in white raiment ascended and descended: by this he acknowledged the Camaldolese monks to be miraculously represented, whose founder he was. At last, when he was a hundred and twenty, and had spent a hundred of those years serving God in the greatest austerity of life, he departed to him, in the year of salvation one thousand and twenty-seven. Five years after his body had been buried, it was found uncorrupted, and placed with honour in the Church of his own order in Fabriano.

 This man did  according unto all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

 This is he which hated his life In this world, and is come unto life eternal.  For thee. Glory be. For thee.

In the third Nocturn Homily on the Gospel Behold we have forsaken, as in the Common of Abbots. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE NINTH OF FEBRUARY

(S.CYRIL, BISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA

CONFESSOR AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

DOUBLE)

S.Apollonia, V.M.
(All from the Common of a Bishop and Confessor, except the following. 

In the Hymn E.H. 188 Iste Confessor, the third line is changed.

( The Lord loved. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon O Teacher right excellent. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst make blessed Cyril, thy Confessor and Bishop, an invincible defender of the divine Motherhood of the most blessed Virgin Mary: grant, by his intercession; that we, who believe her to be indeed the Mother of God, may be saved through her maternal protection. Through the same.
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In Lent, commemoration of the Feria. 

Then Commemoration of ) S.Appolonia, Virgin and Martyr. (Antiphon. Come thou. ( In thy) 

COLLECT
O God, who among the manifold works of thy power, as in the Common. 

(In the first Nocturn, Lessons He will seek out, from the Common of Doctors.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv 

C

YRIL of Alexandria, whose praises are confirmed b the testimony not of one or two only, but also are celebrated in the acts of the ecumenical Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon, being born of famous parents, and a nephew of Theophilus, Bishop of Alexandria, gave proofs of exceptional genius even as an adolescent. Having been excellently educated in letters and sciences, he went to John, Bishop of Jesusalem, to advance in ehristian faith. Then when he returned to Alexandria, after the death of TheoPhilus he was promoted to his see: in which work he so constasntly kept before him the model of a good pastor as defined by the Apostle, that he deservedly gained the reputation of a most holy leader.

  I have found  David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him: * My hand shall hold him fast. 

 The enemy shall not be able to do him violence, the son of wickedness shall not hurt him.  My hand.

Lesson v 

B

URNING with zeal for the salvation of souls he so applied himself to all cares, that he preserved the flook committed to him in integrity of faith and morals, and defended them from the poisoned pastures of unbelievers and heretics. Hence he agitated to have the followers of Novatus expelled from the city, and the Jews punished according to the laws, who had angrily conspired to slaughter the Christians. But the special keenness of Cyril for the safety of the Catholic Faith appeared against Nestorius, Bishop of Constantinople, who was asserting that Jesus Christ was born of Mary as man only and not as God, and that divinity was conferred on him for his merits; and when he had tried in vain to correct him, he denounced him to Pope S. Celestine.

 I have laid  help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one chosen out of the people: * My hand shall hold him fast.

 I have found David my servant, with my holy oil have I anointed him:  My hand. 
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Lesson vj 

W

ITH the delegated authority of Celestine, he presided at the Council of Ephesus, in which the Nestorian heresy was utterly proscribed, Nestorius condemned and deposed from his see, and the Catholic dogma asserted of one divine person in Christ and the divine motherhood of the glorious Virgin Mary: to the applause of all the people, who, moved by incredible joy, escorted the Bishops home with flaming torches. But for this reason Cyril was attacked by Nestorius and his supporters with calumnies, insults and persecutions; which he bore most patiently, so that, caring only for the faith, what ever the hereties prattled or agitated against him, he thought nothing of it. At last, having performed great labours for the Church of God, having published many writings to confute the heathen and the heretics, and to explain the holy scriptures and the catholic dogmas, he had a quiet and peaceful end in the year four hundred and forty-four, in the thirty-second year of his episcopate. ((The Office and Mass of this famous defender of the catholic faith and light of the Eastern Church was adopted universally under Leo XIII)) 

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he. Glory be. May he.

In the third Nocturn Homily on the Gospel Ye are the salt of the earth, from the Common of Doctors in the first place, p. xciij.

In Lent, ninth Lesson from the Homily of the Feria, otherwise 

For S.Apollonia: 

Lesson ix )                                                                                        Lesson iij

A

POLLONIA, A Virgin of Alexandria, when already of advanced age, was brought in the reign of Decius before the idols to offer veneration to them, but she despised them and declared that Jesus Christ was to be worshipped as the true God. Therefore all ground and gnashed their teeth at her; and the unbelieving torturers threatened to burn her alive on a funeral pyre unless she abandoned Christ and worshipped the gods. She answered them that she would submit to any death for the faith of Jesus Christ. And so they seized her to burn her, but she, stopping for a moment as if deliberating what was to be done, slipped out of their hands, and, burning inwardly with the greater flame of the holy Spirit, threw herself gladly on the fire prepared for her. Her body was consumed by it in a moment, and her most pure spirit ascended into heaven to the everlasting crown of martyrdom.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 
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(At Lauds, after the Commemoration of the Feria in Lent, Commemoration of S. Apollonia: 

Antiphon. The kingdom. ( Full of grace) Collect O God, who among. 

Vespers (from the Chapter) of the following, commemoration (of the preceding, and) in Lent of the Feria. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TENTH OF FEBRUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S. SCHOLASTICA, VIRGIN

DOUBLE
All from the Common of Virgins, p. cxvij, except the following.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who, to shew forth the way of innocence, didst cause the soul of thy blessed Virgin Scholastica to enter heaven in the appearance of a dove: grant unto us through her prayers to live in such innocence; that we may be worthy to attain unto everlasting joys. Through.

(Commemoration of S.Cyril.)

In Lent, commemoration of the Feria. 

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the occurrent Scripture; but in Lent, Now concerning Virgins, as in the Common of Virgins, p. cxxiij. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Second Book of Dialogues by S. Gregory the Great 

Lesson iv                                                                                                         Ch. 33 

S

CHOLASTICA, sister of the blessed Father Benedict, dedicated to God from infancy. was wont to visit him once every year. The man of God used to go down to meet her at a place belonging to the monastery, not far from the gate. One day she came according to her custom and her venerable brother went to her with his monks. All day long they spent in praising God and in holy conversation, and then, when night began to fall, they ate food together. Whilst they still sat at table and continued their converse till the hour grew late, the holy nun, his sister, besought him, saying, I entreat thee, depart not from me this night, that we may stay till morning conversing of the joys of heaven. But he answered, What is this thou sayest, my sister? In no wise can I remain away from my cell. Now the night was calm and clear, and not a cloud was to be seen in the sky. When the holy nun heard her brother's refusal, she joined her hands together, placed them on the table, and bowing low her hood upon them, made supplication to Almighty God. 
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When she raised her head from the table so violent a storm of thunder and lightning burst forth, and such torrents of rain that neither the venerable Benedict nor the brethren with him could set foot beyond the threshold of the place where they had met.

Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness: * And thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 

 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously, and reign. And thy.

Lesson v

T

HE holy nun, indeed, with head bowed down on her hands, had shed such abundance of tears upon the table that by them she had turned the sky to rain. The storm followed on her prayer with not a moment between; for so exactly did prayer and storm fall together that she thunder came as she raised her head, so that in one and the same instant she raisod her head and brought down the rain. Then the man of God, seeing himself, by reason of lightning and thunder and torrential rain, unable to return to the monastery, and grieved thereat, began to complain to his sister, saying, God pardon thee, Sister, what is this thou hast done? She answers, I besought thee, but thou wouldest not hear me: I besought the Lord, and he did hear me! Now go, if thou art able, bid me farewell, and return to the monastery. But he, unable to go forth, remained against his will, where willingly he would not have stayed. So it was that they kept vigil together the whole night, speaking of the life in God to their mutual comfort and joy. 

 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity: *  Wherefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness. 

Because of the word of truth, of meekness, and righteousness:  Wherefore. 

Lesson vj 

O

N the next day the venerable woman departed to her own cell, and the man of God returned to the monastery. Three days later, in his cell, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and lo! he saw the soul of his sister, already gone forth from the body, ascend into heaven in the likeness of a dove. Whereupon, rejoicing with her in her glory so great, he gave thanks to Almighty God in hymns of praise, and announced her passing to thc brethren, and sent them to bear her body to the monastery and to lay it in the tomb which he had prepared for himself. Whence it came to pass that as their minds had been united in God, so their bodies rested together in the grave. 

 The Virgins that be her fellows shall bear her company, and shall be brought 

unto the King: * With joy and gladness shall they be brought.
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 In thy grace and in thy beauty, go forth, ride prosperously and reign. With joy.  Glory be.  With joy.

In the third Nocturn Homily on the Gospel, The kingdom of heaven shall be likened unto ten virgins, from the Common, p. cxxvj.. 

If this Feast is celebrated in Lent, Lesson ix will be of the Homily of the Feria, and commemoration of it is made in Lauds and Vespers.

__________________________________________________________________

The fourteenth of February

S. Valentine, Priest and Martyr.

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that we who observe the birthday of blessed Valentine thy Martyr; may by his intercession be delivered from all evils that beset us. Through. 

Lesson iij Sermon of Saint Augustine, Today the triumphal day, from the Common of one Martyr. 

__________________________________________________________________

The fifteenth of Felruary

SS. Faustinus and Jovita, Martyrs.

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who makest us glad with the yearly solemnity of thy holy martyrs Faustinus and Jovita: mercifully grant; that as we rejoice in their merits, so we may be kindled by their example. Through. 

(ij. Theirs was a brotherhood indeed.

Lesson iij 

F

AUSTINUS and Jovita were brothers, nobles of Brixia, and in the fierce persecution of Trajan they were led through many cities of Italy, bound, and endured the harshest tortures, persisting bravely in the confession of the christian faith. For they were kept a long time in bonds at Brixia, then thrown to wild beasts also, and into a fire, but were preserved safe and whole from the fire and the wild beasts: but from there, bound in the same chains, they came to Milan: where their faith, tested by the most exquisite torments, as gold in the fire, showed forth all the more in tortures. Afterwards they were sent to Rome, and were strengthened by Pope Evaristus to endure most cruel tortures there also. After that they were led 
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on to Naples, and in that city also they were variously tortured, and thrown into the sea bound hand and foot: whence they were miraculously rescued by Angels. So by their constancy under torture and by the virtue of miracles they converted many to the faith of Christ. Finally, being taken back to Brixia where they had first been arrested in the reign of Hadrian, they were beheaded with the axe and received the glorious crown of martyrdom.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24.

__________________________________________________________________

The eighteenth of February

S. Simeon, Bishop

COLLECT

A

LMIGHTY God, look upon our infirmity: that whereas we are oppressed by the burden of our own deeds, the glorious intercession of blessed Sineon thy Martyr and Bishop may protect us. Through. 

Lesson iij 

S

IMEON, the son of Cleophas, was ordained the next Bishop of Jerusalem after James, and under the Emperor Trajan was accused to the governor Atticus of being a christian and a relative of Christ. For all were being arrested at that time, whoever had come from the family of David. So he was tormented with many tortures, and subjected to the same form of passion that our Saviour underwent, while all wondered, that a man advanced in years (for he was a hundred and twenty years old) should bear bravely and constantly the most bitter pains of the cross. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24.

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY - SECOND OF FEBRUARY

THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER AT ANTIOCH

GREATER DOUBLE.

All as in the Chair at Rome,  January 18, p. 1448, including the Lessons and Responsories of the first Nocturn. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN
Sermon of S.Augustine,Bishop. 

Lesson iv                                                                             Sermon 15 on the Saints

T

HE institution of today's solemnity received the name of Chair from our forefathers, because Peter, the first of the Apostles, is said to have received 
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his Episcopal Chair today. Rightly therefore do the Churches observe the birthday of that Seat, which the Apostle received for the salvation of the Churches, as the Lort said: Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church.

( Thou art the shepherd of the sheep, O Prince of the Apostles, and unto thee hath God given all the kingdoms of the world: * And therefore unto thee were given the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

( Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. And therefore.

Lesson v 

A

ND so the Lord named Peter as the foundation of the Church: and therefore rightly the Church honours this foundation, upon which the high building of the Church rises up. Wherefore appropriately does the Psalm say, which has been read: Let them exalt him in the congregation of the people: and praise him in the seat of the elders. Blessed be God, who has commanded the blessed Apostle Peter to be exalted in the Church; for it is meet, that this foundation should be honoured in the Church, by which it rises to heaven.

( Peter, I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; * And when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

( Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And when. 

Lesson vj 

I

N keeping today the birthday of this Chair, the office of priesthood is honoured. The Churches pay one another this tribute, for the more the priestly office is honoured, the more dignity the Church has. Since religious observance has rightly introduced this solemnity into the Churches, I wonder why such a pernicious error has crept in amonst some unbelievers, that they place food and wine upon the tombs of the dead, as if souls departed from the body were in need of bodily food.

( Peter, lovest thou me? Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. * Feed my sheep. 

( Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. Feed my. Glory be. Feed my. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson vij                                                                                            Ch. 16, 13-l9
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A

T that time: Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi and asked his disciples, saying: Whom do men say that I, the Son of man, am? And the rest. 

Homily by Saint Leo, Pope.         Sermon 3 on the anniversary of his own election 

T

HE Lord asked the apostles, what men thought of him; and as long as they were expressing the obscure opinions of men, there was one common reply from them all. But when he asked what they themselves thought, he who was first in apostolic dignity was first to confess the Lord. And when he had said: Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus answered him: Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. That is: You are, therefore, blessed, because my Father has taught you; earthly opinion has not deceived you, but heavenly inspiration has instructed you; and not flesh and blood, but he, whose only- begotten Son I am, has revealed me to you.

( Jesus asked his disciples, saying: Whom do men say that I the son of man am? Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. * And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church. 

( Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I.

Lesson viij 

A

ND I say also unto thee, he says; that is: As my Father has manifested to you my divinity, so I make known to you your excellence. That thou art Peter; that is: As I am the invulnerable rock, the cornerstone, who make both one, I the foundation beside which there can be laid no other, so you too are a rock, in my strength made hard, and I share with you the powers which are proper to me. And upon this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it; Upon this strength, he says, I will construct an eternal temple; and my Church which is to rise to the height of heaven, shall be founded upon the firmness of this faith. 

( The Lord chose thee for a priest unto himself, * To offer unto him the sacrifice of praise. 

( Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows unto the most high. To offer. Glory be. To offer. 

¶ If this Feast, before Lent, shall come on a Saturday, or be transferred to a Monday, and it be not Leap Year, the ninth Lesson is read from the Homily of the Vigil of S. Mathias, and commemoration is made of it in Lauds after the commemoration of  S. Paul. 
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But in Lent the ninth Lesson will be of the Homily of the occurrent Feria, with commemoration of it, and nothing is said of the Vigil except in the Mass.

Lesson ix 

A

GAINST this confession the gates of hell shall never prevail, and the chains of death shall not take hold upon it, for these words are the words of life. Those who confess him, he raises to heaven;t hose who deny him, he buries in hell. And so he says to the most blessed Peter: I will give thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.This power, indeed, has also passed to the other apostles, and the institution of this decree has come down to all the princes of the Churoh: but it is not in vain that what is intended for all should be commended to one. For it is entrusted especnally to Peter, because Peter is set before all the rulers of the Church as an example. Therefore, the privilege of Peter remains wherever judgment is given according to his justice. Nor is there too much severity remission, when nothing will be bound or loosed, except what .lesse4 Peter shall have bound or loosed. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-third  OR  Twenty-fourth of February

The Office of the Vigil of S. Mathias is said on the twenty-fourth of February in Leap Year. 

If it does not come in Lent, three Lessons are read from the Homily on the Gospel, This is my commandment, as on Vigils of Apostles in the Common, p j. 

But if it come in Lent, nothing is said of the Vigil, except in the Mass. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God: that the venerable solemnity of blessed Mathias thine Apostle, which we here prevent, may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-FOURTH

or in Leap Year

THE TWENTY-FIFTH OF FEBRUARY

ON THE FEAST OF S. MATHIAS, APOSTLE

DOUBLE OF THE SECOND CLASS

All from the Common of Apostles, p. ij, except the following Collect and Lessons. 

COLLECT
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O

 GOD, who didst join blessed Matthias to the college of thine Apostles: grant, we beseech thee; that through his mediation we may ever perceive thy tender mercy towards us. Through. 

Afterwards, if it shall come in Lent, commemoration is made of the Feria. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Acts of the Apostles 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 5-26

I

N those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,) Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake bcfore concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 

( Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves, saith the Lord: * Be ye therefore wise as  serpents and harmless as doves. 

( While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. * Be ye therefore.
Lesson ij

A

ND it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as the field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishopric let another take. Wherefore of the men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 

( Take my yoke upon you, you, saith the Lord, And learn of me. for I am meek. and lowly in heart. * For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.

( And ye shall find rest  unto your souls. For my.

Lesson iij 

A

ND they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and said. Thou, Lord. which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, that he may take 
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part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

( When ye stand before kings and governors, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: * For it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.

( For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father. which speaketh in you. For it shall. Glory be. For it shall. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Exposition by S. Augustine of Psalm Eighty-seven   

Lesson iv

H

ER foundations are upon the holy hills: the Lord loveth the gates of Sion. I have made the foregoing remarks, that ye may not imagine that the gates are one  thing, the foundations another. Why are the Apostles and Prophets foundations? Because their authority is the support of our weakness. Why are they gates? Because through them we enter the kingdom of God: for they proclaim it to us: and while we enter by their means we enter also through Christ, himself being the Gate. And twelve gates of Jerusalem are spoken of, and the one gate is Christ, and the twelve gates are Christ: for Christ dwells in the twelve gates, hence was twelve the number of the Apostles. There is a deep mystery in this number of twelve: Ye shall sit, says our Saviour, on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of  Israel.

( I saw  a great people  who had received glorious garments of the Lord. and the Angel of the Lord spake in me, saying: * These men are holy, for they are the friends of God.

( I saw a strong Angel of God flying through .the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice and saying:  These men are. 

Lesson v
I

F there are twelve thrones there will be no room for the judgment-seat of Paul, the thirteenth Apostle, though he says that he shall judge not men only, but even Angels: which, but the fallen Angels? Know ye not, that we shall judge Angels, he writes. The world will answer, Why dost thou. boast that thou shalt be a judge? Where will be thy throne? Our Lord snoke of twelve thrones for the twelve Apostles: one, Judas, fell, and Matthias being ordained in his place, the number of twelve  thrones was made up: first, then, discover room for thy judgment-seat;   then threaten that thou wilt judge. Let us therefore reflect upon the meaning of the 
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twelve thrones. The expression is typical of a sort of universality, as the Church

was destined to prevail throughout the whole world: whence this edifice is styled a building together unto Christ. 

( Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake. * Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven.

( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from  their company, and shall reproach you, and cast  out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice.

Lesson vj 

A

ND because judges come from all quarters, the twelve thrones are spoken of, just as the twelve gates, from the entering from all sides into that city. Not only therefore have those twelve, and the Apostle Paul, a claim to the twelve thrones, but, from the universal signification, all who are to sit in judgment: in the same manner as all who enter the city, enter by one or other of the twelve gates. There are four quarters of the globe: East, West. North, South: and they are constantly alluded to in the Scriptures. The Lord declares in the Gospel that he will call his sheep from the four winds; therefore from all those four winds is the Church called. And how called? On every side she is called in the Trinity: no otherwise is she called than by Baptism in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost: four, then, being thrice taken, twelve are found. Knock, therefore, with all your hearts at these gates: and let Christ cry within you, Open me the gates of righteousness. For he went before us the Head. He follows himself in his body. 

( These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms.

( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are  they.  Glory be. Now are they. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Matthew

Lesson vij                                                                                                         Ch. 11 

J

ESUS answered and said: I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 

them unto babes. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                                                            Sermon 69
C

OME unto me, all ye that labour. Now, why do we all labour, except that we are weak, frail, mortal men. bearing earthen vessels that oppress one another? 
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But if these vessels of the flesh be oppressive, yet may the expanse of love lie wide open. Why does he say. Come unto me, all ye that labour, except to give us rest from labour? His promise is clear; for since he called those who were labouring, they might have asked him to what reward they were being summoned. He says, And I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, not to 

build the world, not to create all things visible and invisible, not to work miracles in this world, and to raise the dead; but, That I am meek and lowly in heart. 

( These are they * who,while yet they lived in the flesh, planted the Church in their own blood. They drank of the Lord's cup,and became the friends of God. 

( Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. They drank. 

Lesson viij 

D

O you want to be great? Then begin by being least. Are you planning to raise a great building to the heavens? Then first plan the foundations in humility. He who would layout and construct a massive building, the greater the edifice is to be, the deeper does he sink the foundations. And when the structure is built, it rises heavenwards; but he who sinks the foundations digs deep into the earth. The building, therefore, is lowered before it is built up, and after this low beginning, its pinnacle arises. 

( These men are Saints, whom the Lord hath chosen in love unfeigned, and hath given them everlasting glory. * By whose teaching the Church is illumined, as the moon by the light of the sun.

( The Saints through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness. By whose. Glory be. By whose. 

If this Feast shall come in Lent, Lesson ix is read from. the Homily of the occurring Feria, and commemoration is made of it. 

Lesson ix. 

W

HAT is this pinnacle that we raise on the building that is being constructed? Where is its summit to reach? I hasten to answer, Even unto the vision of God. Behold, how high and great a thing it is to see God! He who desires this will understand both what I say, and what he hears. We have been promised the vision of God, the true God. the great God. This indeed is good: to see the All-seeing. Now they who worship false gods can see them easily, but they see those gods that have eyes and see not. But unto us is promised the sight of the Ever-living 

and All-seeing God. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p.24. 
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