B

UT I will say one other thing taken from human reason. Some follow after evil, others after virtues but many followers after evil live happily into extreme old age, but the followers of virtue do not. How therefore, and when, shall each receive his deserts? Certainly, they say; but bodies will not rise again. Do they not hear Paul, who says: But this corruptible must put put on incorruption? And he does not mean the soul: for it is not corrupted: and it is called the rising from the dead. But it was the body that fell.

( O Hippolytus,if thou be1ievest in the Lord Jesus Christ, * I both shew thee treasures, and promise thee eternal life. 

( Blessed Lawrence said unto Hippolytus: If thou believest in the Lord Jesus Christ. I both. Glory be. I both. 

For the Vigil of the Assumption 

Blessing May the words of the Gospel. 

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Lesson ix                                                                                                       Ch. 11 

A

T that time: As Jesus spake to the multitudes, a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him: Blessed is the womb that bare thee. And the rest. 

Homily by Saint Augustine, Bishop.                                           Tract 10 on John. 

B

LESSED is the Virgin Mary, because she did the will of the Father. This in her did the Lord magnify, that she did the will of the Father, not that her flesh brought forth flesh. Of your charity, follow closely. Because the Lord appeared in the crowd as worthy of admiration, doing signs and wonders, and shewing what was hidden in his flesh, some souls admired him and said: Blessed is the womb that bare thee. And he said: Yea, rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it. That is to say: And my mother, whom ye call blessed, is therefore blessed, that she kept the word of God: not because in her the Word was made flesh, and dwelt anongst us: but because she kept that same word of God, through whom she was made, and who in her was made flesh.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

In Lauds commemoration is made of the Vigil, Antiphon and ( from the occurrent Feria, as in the Psalter. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst vouchsafe to choose the virgin womb of blessed Mary wherein to make thy dwelling: grant,we beseech thee; that, being defended by her protection, we may by thee be enabled to attain with gladness to her festival: Who livest. 

Then commemoration is made of Saint Eusebius, Confessor. 

1854

Antiphon, as p. lvij. The very hairs of your head are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. 

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. ( Let them rejoice in their beds. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, above. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Second of September

On the Feast of S. Stephen

King of Hungary, Confessor

Semidouble
(d.Aug. 15, 1038)

All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop,lxix,except the following. 

In the Hymn 188 Iste Confessor is to be said, 

Gaining his guerdon on this day receiveth

                                Honour and praises. 

COLLECT

G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God, unto thy Church: that as thy blessed Confessor Stephen, while he reigned on earth, did spread abroad her faith, so she may be found worthy to have him for her glorious defender in the heavens. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the occurrent Scripture. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Lesson iv
S

TEPHEN brought to Hungary the faith of Christ and the name of King, having obtained the royal crown from the Bishop of Rome, and having been anointed king at his command; he founded various religious houses in Rome, Jerusalem and Constantinople; and in Hungary established with marvellous devotion and munificence the archiepiscopal see of Gran and ten other bishopricks. Equal was his love and generosity towards the poor, whom he embraced as Christ himself, and never sent anyone away grieving or empty-handed; but having spent his immense fortune in relieving their needs, he often in his extreme charity gave away also his household goods: he was accustomed moreover to wash the feet of the poor with his own hands, to frequent the infirmaries alone and anonymously at night, to minister to those lying there, and to show other offices of charity: and by the merit of these virtues his right hand, when the rest of his body had dissolved, remained uncorrupted. 

( The Lord made him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory. 

1907

And no commemoration is made of S. Lawrence in either Vespers, nor in Lauds. 

AT MATINS

Invitatory.-  O come, let us worship the King of kings, * Today hath he taken to hinself in heaven his Virgin Mother. Psalm 95 Venite
Hymn E.H. 214 Quem terra

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Antiphon. The holy Mother of God * is exalted above choirs of angels to the heavenly kingdom. Psalm 8 Domine, Dominus noster 

Antiphon. Through thee have the gates * of paradise been opened to us: O thou who on this day dost triumph so gloriously with the angels. Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant 

Antiphon. Blessed * art thou among women, and blessed is the Fruit of thy womb. Psalm 24 Domini est terra

( The holy Mother of God is exalted. 

(Above choirs of angels to the heavenly kingdom. 

Here beginneth the Song of Solomon. 

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 1, 2-17 

L

ET him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine. Because of the savour of thy good ointments thy name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee. Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will remember thy love more than wine: the upright love thee. I am black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents or Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon. 

( I saw her, when fair as a dove, she winged her flight above the rivers of waters. The priceless odours of her perfumes hung heavy in her garments. * She was as the flower of roses in the spring of the year, as lilies by the rivers of waters. 

( Who is this that cometh up out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense? She was.

Lesson ij

L

OOK not upon me, because I am black, because the sun hath looked upon me: my mother's children were angry with me; they made me the keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard have I not kept. Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth. where thou feedest. where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions ? If thou know not, O thou faint among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents. I have compared thee, O my 

1856

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                       Tone viij, 1
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     The king, the unbeliever, * sent his detestable servants, and commanded them 
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     to behead   John the Baptist.    Canticle Magnificat

Then commemoration is made of the holy Martyrs, as below. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Thirtieth of August

SS. Felix and Adauctus

Martyrs

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingodm of heaven, who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.

( Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. 

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

COLLECT

O

 LORD, we humbly entreat thy majesty: that, as thou dost continually gladden us with the commemoration of thy Saints; so thou wouldest evermore defend us with their supplication. Through.

Lesson iij

F

ELIX was arrested under the Emperors Diocletian and Maximian for adopting the religion of Christ, and brought into the temple of Serapis. When he was commanded to sacrifice to him, he spat in the face of the idol. As soon as he had done this, the bronze statue collapsed. And when this happened a second and third time in the temples of Mercury and Diana, he was accused of godlessness and magic art, and tortured on a rack. Then he was led two miles out of the City on the Via Ostiensis to be beheaded with an axe. On the way he was met by a certain Christian, who, recognizing Felix, and seeing him being led to martyrdom, said in a loud voice, I also live by the same law as this man: I worship the same Jesus Christ. And so, kissing Felix, he was beheaded with him with the axe: and as his name was unknown to the Christians, he was ennobled with the name of Adauctus, Added, for he was added to the holy Martyr Felix in his crowning. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

1905
( When he beheld the daughter of Jerusalem adorned with her jewels, the King had pleasure in her beauty: * The daughters of Sion saw her, and praised her, and called her blessed, saying, Thy Name is as ointment poured forth. 

( Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in a vesture of gold, wrought about with divers colours. The daughters. 

Lesson v

T

ODAY the spotless Virgin, who was never stained by any earthly sin, but was nourished on thoughts of heaven, returns not to the earth; but, since her soul was heaven-filled, in heaven is she brought to rest. For how can she, in whom was the true Life of all things, ever taste of death? Yet she obeyed the law ordained by him whom she bore, and as a daughter of the first Adam, submitted to the ancient sentence (for even her Son, who is Life Itself, did not refuse it); but as Mother of the living God she merited to be brought unto him.

( All generations shall call me blessed, * For he that i is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his Name. 

( And his mercy is on them that fear him, from generation to generation. For he. 

Lesson vj

E

VE, who consented to the serpent's suggestion, was condemned to travail in pain, and to the sentence of death, and was borne to the depths of hell.  But the Virgin is truly blessed. The Virgin who inclined her ear to the Word of God and was filled by the Holy Ghost; who at the message of the Archangel, without stain or spot of sin conceived the Son of God and brought forth without. pain, and consecrated herself wholly to the service of God, how could corruption invade that body in which Life itself had been received? For her was prepared a straight, smooth and simple pathway to heaven. For, Where I am, there shall my servant be also, said Christ. the Truth and the Life; how much more should his Mother be there also? 

( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, who hast borne the Lord. the Creator of the world. * Thou hast borne him who made thee, and thou remainest a virgin for ever. 

( Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou hast. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

Antiphon. Rejoice,* O Virgin Mary: thou hast mightily destroyed all the heresies in the whole world. Psalm 96  Cantate Domino 

Antiphon. Vouchsafe : that I may praise thee, * O holy Virgin: give me strength against thine enemies. Psalm 97  Dominus regnavit 

1858
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       When the damsel danced, * her mother bade her: Ask for nothing else but the
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       head of John.   E   u   o   u   a   e.

Antiphon 4                                                                                                  Tone j, 3
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       John reproved * Herod    for the sake of Herodias,  whom he took for wife
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     from his brother Philip. E   u   o  u   a    e.

Antiphon 5                                                                                                Tone iv, 1
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       Give me in a charger * the head of John the Baptist: and the king was excee-
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    ding sorry for his oath's sake.   E   u    o   u   a   e.
Chapter, Hymn and ( as in the Common, p. xxxviij. 

On Benedictus, Antiphon as above, p. 1897.

Herod sent * an executioner, and commanded him to behead John in the prison: and when his disciples heard of it, they came, and took up his body, and laid it in a 

tomb. 

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord: that the venerable festival of thy Forerunner and Martyr, Saint John Baptist, may effectually bestow upon us thy succour unto our salvation: Who livest. 

For commemoration of S. Sabina. 

Antiphon. Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.

1903
T

HEN, while Mary was sitting still, listening to those so sweet words, and so intently feeding on them in her heart, might we not well imagine that when her sister petitioned the Lord, he would say, Get up and help your sister? For she was remaining wondrously still; because the mind is greater than the stomach: She was exonerated, she remained evermore at peace. How was she exonerated? Let us pay attention, let us take notice, let us examine into this as much as we can, so that we too may be fed.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

AT LAUDS, and through the Hours

Antiphon.                                                                                                Tone vij, 3
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        Mary is taken up * into heaven: the Angels triumph, exalting and blessing the 

[image: image10.png]



      Lord. Psalm 93 Dominus regnavit     and the rest. 

Antiphon.                                                                                                Tone viij, 1
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      The Virgin Mary * is taken up into heavenly chambers, wherein the King of
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      kings sitteth upon a starry throne.   E    u   o   u   a    e.

Antiphon.                                                                                              Tone iv, 1

[image: image13.png]



       We will run after thee * because of the savour of thine ointments : exceeding-
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     ly     do the virgins love thee.   E   u   o   u   a   e.

Antiphon.                                                                                            Tone vij, 4

1860

reason of death, as in horror of thine indulgence. That bloodless, golden mouth, whose judgments thou couldest not bear, has ceased to speak, yet still it makes thee fear. 

( The Lord made  him honourable, defended him from his enemies, and kept him safe from those that lay in wait. * And gave him perpetual glory, 

( He went down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds. And gave. Glory be. And gave.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospe1 according to S. Mark 

Lesson vij                                                                                                          Ch. 6 

H

EROD sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for 

Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife. And the rest.

Homily by S. Augustine, Bishop                     On the Beheading of S. John Baptist 

W

HEN the Gospel was read a cruel spectacle was set before our eyes: the head of holy John on a charger, a cruel dispatch, like that of a beast, through hatred of the truth. A maiden dances, the mother rages, and amid the licence and luxury of the banqueters a rash oath is sworn, and impiously the oath is fulfilled. That befell John which he himself had foretold. For he had said concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, He must increase, but I must decrease. John decreased by his head: Jesus increased on the cross. The truth produced hatred. The warning given by the Saint of God could not be borne with calm. Yet he was seeking the salvation of those whom he warned. They answered him evil for good. 

( O Lord, thou hast given him his heart's desire. *And hast not denied him the 

request of his lips.

( For thou hast prevented him with the blessings of goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of pure gold. And hast.  

Lesson viij 

W

HAT would he say, save that with which he was filled? And what would they say, save that with which they were filled? He sowed wheat, but he found thorns. He said to the king, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife. But desire overcame the king. He kept with him his brother's wife, albeit forbidden: yet it pleased him only on condition that she raged not. He honoured the man from whom he heard the truth. But the foul woman conceivcd the hatred which in due time she brought forth. Now when she gave birth she produced a daughter, a dancing daughter.

1901

intercession of the Mother of thy Son our Lord: Who liveth. 

AT PRIME

Antiphon. Mary is taken up, p. 1860.. 

Short ( O Christ, Son of the living God. 

( Who wast born of the Virgin Mary, p. ccxv.

AT TERCE 

Antiphon. The Virgin Mary.

Chapter In all things, as above.
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   Short ( The holy Mother of God * Is    ex-  al- ted.    The holy.
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     ( Above choirs of Angels to the heavenly kingdom.  Is exalted.
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              Glory be to the Father,.  and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  The holy. 
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( Mary is taken up into heaven, the Angels tri-                          umph. 

( Exalting and blessing the                                                         Lord. 

AT SEXT
Antiphon. We will run after thee. 

Chapter                                                                                                     Ecclus. 24 

S

O was I established in Sion: likewise in the beloved city he gave me rest,and in Jerusalem was my power; and I took root in an honourable people, even in the portion of the Lord's inheritance, and my abode is in the assembly of the saints. 
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   Short ( Mary is taken up into heaven, * the Angels triumph.       Mary is.

1862

T

HE words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: to whom the word of  the Lord came: in the days of Josiah the son of Amon king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. It came also in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah king of Judah, unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive in the fifth month. Then the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations. 

( Herod had sent forth, and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, * His brother Philip's wife, for he had married her. 

( John rebuked Herod because of Herodias. His brother. 

Lesson ij

T

HEN said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee, to deliver thee, saith the Lord. Then the Lord put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the Lord said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant.

( John the Baptist rebuked Herod * Because of Herodias, his brother's wife, for he had married her while his brother lived. 

( Herod sent an executioner, and commanded him to behead John in prison. Because of.

Lesson iij                                                                                             Ch. 1,  11-19 

T

HOU therefore gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak unto them all that I command thee: be not dismayed at their faces, lest I confound thee before them. For, behold, I have made thee this day a city, and an iron pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the ings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and against the people of the land. And they shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; for 1 am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee.

( The mother charged the dancing girl: * Ask for nothing but the head of John. And the king was sorry because of his oath, and for the sake of those who sat with him. 

( The damsel said unto her mother: What shall I ask? Ask for. Glory be. Ask for. 

1899
THE SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE 

OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

 (THE SIXTEENTH OF AUGUST)

THE FEAST OF SAINT JOACHIM, CONFESSOR, 

FATHER OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

GREATER DOUBLE

But if this Sunday be impeded by the Octave Day of Saint Lawrence, or of the Assumption, or by some other Feast of the first or second class, then the Feast of S.Joachim is to be transferred to another day not impeded. 

All from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop, lxxiij, except what is here given as proper. 

In the Hymn 188 Iste Confessor the third line is changed. 

In first Vespers on Magnificat and on Benedictus only, Antiphon      Tone viij, 1
[image: image20.png]



       Let us praise a man famous * in his generation, with whom the Lord estab-
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     lished the blessing of all nations, and the covenant, and made it rest upon his 
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      head. Canticle Magnificat / Benedictus

( His seed shall be mighty upon earth. 

( The generation of the faithful shall be blessed. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who from among all thy Saints didst choose blessed Joachim to be the father of the Mother of thy Son: grant,we beseech thee; that we who venerate his festival may also continually perceive his advocacy. Through the same. 

And commemoration is made of the occurrent Sunday. 

And then of the Octave of the Assumption of Blessed Mary, unless the feast of Saint Joachim be transferred after the said Octave. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the book of Ecclesiasticus, Blessed is the rich, from the Common of a Confessor not a Bishop in the second place, p. cix.
1864

men who were later to hand on theological teaching by method and disputation. While the Vandals were ravaging Africa by war and besieging Hippo for three months, Augustine fell ill of a fever. When Augustine knew that his departure from this life was at hand, he caused the Penitential Psalms to be placed before him, and read them with streaming tears. He was wont to say that no man, even if he were not conscious of any sin, ought to go forth from this life without penitence. And so, with senses unimpaired, wrapt in prayer, with his brethren whom he had exhorted to charity standing by, he went forth on his way to heaven.  

He lived seventy-six years, thirty-six as bishop. His body was first brought to Sardinia, and later bought by Luitprand, King of the Lombards, and translated to Pavia, where it was buried with honour. 

 This is he  which wrought great wonders before God, and the whole earth is full of his teaching: * May he pray for all people, that their sins may be forgiven unto them. 

This is he which hated his life in this world, and is come unto life eternal. May he. Glory be. May he.

In the third Nocturn, Homily of Saint Augustine on the Gospel Ye are the salt of the earth, from the Common of Doctors, p. xciv. 

In Lauds commemoration is made of Saint Hermes, Martyr. 

Antiphon. He that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 

( The righteous shall flourish like a palm-tree. 

( And shall spread abroad like a cedar in Libanus. Collect O God, who didst strengthen, as above. 

Vespers of the following Feast with commemoration of the preceding. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-NINTH OF AUGUST

ON THE BEHEADING OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST

GREATER DOUBLE

All from the Common of one Martyr, xxix, except the following. 

At Vespers, Antiphons of Lauds below. Psalms 116, 111, 112, 113, of Sunday, and 117, p. iij. 

Chapter, Hymn E.H. 181, and (( from the Common, p. xxix. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon.                                                                           Tone j, 2
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    Herod sent * an executioner, and commanded him to behead John in the prison: 

1897

as a most sacred legacy from Father Gregory the Theologian. O blessed pair, Joachim and Anne! And indeed ye are known to be pure by the fruit of your bodies, as Christ said in a certain place: By their fruits ye shall know them. Ye ordered your lives by rule, as was pleasing to God and worthy of her who was sprung from you. For the chaste and holy exercise of your office, ye brought forth the treasure of virginity.

( This man did according to all that God commanded him: and God said unto him: Enter thou into my rest: * For thee have I seen righteous before me among all people. 

( This is he which hated his life in this world,and is come unto life eternal. For thee. Glory be. For thee. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                       Ch. 1 

T

HE book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac. And Isaac begat Jacob. And the rest. 

Homily by Saint John of Damascus                Book  4,  on     the    orthodox   faith, 

                                                                         Ch.  15,   on    the  genealogy  of  the            

                                                                         Lord and of the holy Mother of God. 

T

HE most holy Evangelists Matthew and Luke have clearly shewn that Joseph derived his origin from the tribe of David. There is, however, this difference between them, that Matthew traces the descent of Joseph from David through Solomon; but Luke through Nathan. But, indeed, both pass over in silence the descent of the holy Virgin. On this point it is important to know that neither among the Hebrews nor in the holy Scripture was it the custom to set down the genealogy of women. But in the law there was a special warning against any tribe's taking wives from another tribe. And Joseph, therefore, who was descended from the tribe of David, and who loved righteousness (for this is the praise given him in the holy Gospel) would by no means have been espoused to the holy Virgin contrary to the provisions of the laws unless she had traced her descent from the same royal race. For this reason the Evangelist thought it sufficient to have proved the descent of Joseph. 

( This is he which wrought great wonders before God, and praised the Lord with all his heart. * May he pray for all people that their sins may be forgiven. 

( Behold a man without blame, a worshipper of God in truth, keeping himself from every evil deed and abiding still in his innocency. May he. 

Lesson viij 

1866

clergy and laity: and that learned men of approved life should be chosen for the task of that office. He decreed besides, that all the priests should stand by as the Bishop performed the sacred act. He also ordered that no Patriarch, Primate or Metropolitan should pass sentence against a Bishop, unless empowered by Apostolic authority. He lived in his Pontificate for eighteen years, and eighteen days. He held four ordinations in the month of December, in which he made thirteen Presbyters, seven Deacons, and thirteen Bishops for various places. When Antoninus was Emperor he was crowned with martyrdom, and buried on the Via Appia near the cemetery of Callistus, on the twenty-sixth of August.

Te Deum Laudamus, p 24.

__________________________________________________________________ 

THE TWENTY-EIGHTH OF AUGUST

ON THE FEAST OF SAINT AUGUSTINE

BISHOP, CONFESSOR, AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

DOUBLE
All from the Common of a Confessor Bishop, p. lxxiij, except the following. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon as for Doctors, p. lxxv.

O Teacher right excellent,* O light of Holy Church, O blessed Augustine, lover of the divine law: intercede for us unto the Son of God. 

COLLECT

A

SSIST us, almighty God, in these our supplications: and, as thou dost suffer us to put our trust and confidence in thy mercy, so at the intercession of blessed Augustine thy Confessor and Bishop, graciously vouchsafe the wonted effects of thy compassion. Through.

And commemoration is made of Saint Hermes, Martyr. 

Antiphon. This is a Martyr who strove for his Master's precepts, even unto death: and feared not the words of evil men, forasmuch as he was stablished on a sure foundation. 

( Thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, O Lord. 

( And madest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands. 

COLLECT

O

 GOD, who didst strengthen blessed Hermes thy Martyr with the virtue of constancy in his passion: grant unto us by his example; to despise for love of thee the prosperity of the world, and to fear none of its adversities. Through. 

In the first Nocturn Lessons from the book of Ecclesiasticus, He will seek out, as in the Common of Doctors, p. xcj. 

1895

THE SIXTEENTH OF AUGUST

(S. JOACHIM, AS ABOVE)

The Second Day within the Octave of The Assumption of Blessed Mary
In the first Nocturn Lessons from the book of Scripture occurring in that season, as was said in the Rubric before the third Sunday of August, p. 1136. (( as on the day of the Feast. 

IN THE SEOOND NOCTURN

** Sermon by S. John Damascene 

Lesson iv                                     On the Falling Asleep of the Holy Mother of God 

W

E who praise God, God not brought forth out of nothing, but everlasting and from everlasting, above every cause, reason, and thought of either time or nature, let us also honour and venerate the Mother of God; not because we hold that Christ's Divinity derived its origin from her (for if the generation of God the Son in time is lacking, he has the same eternity with the Father), but we do acknowledge a second birth in time through his voluntary taking of flesh, wherefore we both know the cause and proclaim it with praises. It is for us men and for our salvation that he is Incarnate, who is incorporeal and without beginning, in order that taking our likeness he might bring salvation to us who are like him; and having taken flesh without the intervention of man, he is born of this blessed Virgin, himself remaining wholly God and becoming wholly man; himself wholly God united with his own flesh; wholly man united with his own Godhead. In like manner we acknowledge this Virgin to be the Mother of God, and we celebrate her falling asleep. 

( When he beheld the daughter of Jerusalem adorned with her jewels, the King had pleasure in her beauty: * The daughters of Sion saw her, and praised her, and called her blessed, saying, Thy Name is as ointment poured forth. 

( Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in a vesture of gold, wrought about with divers colours. The daughters. 

Lesson v 

T

ODAY, with sacred songs, let us proclaim her to be the Mother or God Incarnate, since we are so enriched that we are both called and are the people of Christ; let us honour her in the stations at night; let us please her by cleanness of mind and body: her, I say, the truly pure one, excelling in purity all others save God. For like things are wont to rejoice in like. Let us honour her and serve her by mercy and sympathy towards the needy. For if God is honoured by nothing so much as by mercy, doubtless his Mother also rejoices in like manner. 

________________________________________________________________

** From the Monastic Breviary, to replace the history of the Dominican Hyacinth (1257), not given here. Likewise the homily, in the third Nocturn below, in sequence with the rest.                                     1868
for great is your reward in heaven.
( When men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from  their company, and shall reproach you, and cast  out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Rejoice.

Lesson vj 

H

IS body was buried at Albanopolis, a City in Greater Armenia, where he met his passion. It was later translated to the island of Lipari, and from thence to Benevento. It was finally brought to Rome by the emperor Otto III, and placed in the Church dedicated to God in Bartholomew's name on the island on the Tiber. But in Rome the feast day is held on the twenty-fifth of August, and for eight days on end is celebrated with great attendances of people.

( These men are conquerors and friends of God, who despised the orders of governors, and earned the everlasting reward: * Now are they crowned and receive palms.

( These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. Now are  they.  Glory be. Now are they.
IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the Holy Gospel according to S. Luke.

Lesson vij                                                                                                           Ch. 6 

J

ESUS went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples. And the rest.

Homily by S. Ambrose, Bishop                                                Bk. 5 on Luke 6, 12 

A

LL the great, all the excellent, go up high mountains. For it is not to everyone that the prophet says: O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength. Not with bodily footsteps, but with more excellent deeds get thee up into this mountain, and follow Christ, that thou mayest thyself be a mountain. For his mountains are round about him. Wherefore you will find in thc Gospels that only the disciples went up into thc mountain with the Lord. Therefore the Lord prays, not that he would obtain something for himself, but that he might entreat for me. For although the Father has given all things into the Son's power, yet the Son, in order to fulfil his Manhood, thinks it right to entreat the Father on our behalf, because he is our advocate.

( These are they * who,while yet they lived in the flesh, planted the Church in 

their own blood. They drank of the Lord's cup,and became the friends of God. 

( Their sound is gone out into all lands, and their words into the ends of the world. They drank. 
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( All thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. King's daughters were among thy honourable women. Because God. 

Lesson viij

A

ND yet it is not so; but as the Lord spake so it is. It is not as thou understandest; but it is as thou oughtest to understand it. So mark: Thou art occupied about many things, when one thing is needful. Mary hath chosen the better part. Thou hast not chosen a bad part; but she a better. And how better? Because thou art about many things, she about one thing. One is preferred to many. For one does not come from many, but many from one. The things which were made, are many; he who made them, is One. The heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that in them are, how many are they? Who could enumerate them? who conceive their vast number? Who made all these? God made them all. Behold, they are very good. Very good are the things he made; how much better is he who made them!

( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, Mother of God, for thou hast believed the Lord: there hath been a performance in thee of those things which were told thee: behold thou art exalted above choirs of Angels. * Intercede for us to the Lord.      ( Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Intercede. Glory be. Intercede. 

Lesson ix 

L

ET us consider then our occupations about many things. Much serving is necessary for the refreshment of our bodies. Wherefore is this? Because we hunger and thirst. Mercy is necessary for the miserable. Thou breakest bread to the hungry; because thou hast found an hungry man; take hunger away; to whom dost thou break bread? Take houseless wandering away; to whom dost thou shew hospitality? Take nakedness away; to whom dost thou furnish clothes? Let there be no sickness; whom dost thou visit? No captivity; whom dost thou redeem? No quarrelling; whom dost thou reconcile? No death; whom dost thou bury? In that world to come, these evils will not be; therefore these services will not be either. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24 

Vespers of the Octave of S.Lawrence, as below. 
__________________________________________________________________

THE SEVENTEENTH OF AUGUST

ON THE OCTAVE OF SAINT LAWRENCE

DOUBLE

All is said as on the day of the Feast above, except the Collect and Lessons. 
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( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, Mother of God, for thou hast believed the Lord: there hath been a performance in thee of those things which were told thee: behold, thou art exalted above choirs of Angels. * Intercede for us to the Lord. 

( Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Intercede. Glory be. Intercede. 

For the holy Martyrs Timothy, Hippolytus and Symphorian. 

Lesson ix 

T

IMOTHY, of Antioch, coming to Rome in the time of Pope Melchiades, preached the faith of Christ there for a year, and was thrown in prison by Tarquinius, Prefect of the City: and after long suffering in prison was brought to the idols to sacrifice to them. When he freely shewed his detestation for that godlessness, he was most harshly beaten, and his tortured body was covered with quicklime. Proving constant under these and other torments the martyr was beheaded. The body was buried on the via Ostiensis near the tomb of the blessed Apostle Paul. On this day also, under the Emperor Alexander, at Ostia on the Tiber Hippolytus, Bishop of Porto, for his distinguished confession of faith was tied hand and foot and thrown into a deep pit full of water, and buried by the Christians in the same place. On the same day, under the Emperor Aurelian; for the same faith, at Autun, Symphorian, a youth, was variously tortured. And as he was led to his last torment, he heard his mother calling out: My son, my son, be mindful of eternal life, look up to heaven, and behold Him reigning there: for life is not taken from thee, but changed into a better: and bravely for the sake of Jesus Christ he offered his neck to the executioner.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

In Lauds commemoration is made of SS. Timothy and the others.

Antiphon. The very hairs of your head are all numbered: fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows. 

( Let the Saints be joyful with glory. 

( Let them rejoice in their beds. Collect We beseech thee, as above. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-third (or at Rome the Twenty-fourth) of August

On the Vigil of S. Bartholomew, Apostle

At Rome the Feast of the same is celebrated on the 25th of August. Three Lessons are read from the Homily on the Gospel, This is my commandment, as in Vigils of Apostles, p. i; (( from the occurrent Feria. 

At Lauds, all as in the Psalter: and the ferial Prayers are said kneeling, p. 108.
COLLECT
G

RANT, we beseech thee, almighty God:  that the venerable solemnity of blessed Bartholomew thine Apostle, which we here prevent, may increase our devotion and set forward our salvation. Through. 

1891
unto most bitter threatening, he abode unto death. It is too little; he abode unto cruel torture. For he was not killed speedily, but was tonnented in the fire. He was pemitted to live long: nay, he was not pemitted to live long, but compelled to die slowly. Therefore in that long death, in those torments, because he had well eaten and well drunk, as it were satisfied by that banquet, and inebriated with that cup, he did not feel the torments. 

( Holy Father, leave me not, for I have already spent the treasures which thou gavest me. * I do not leave thee, my son, nor forsake thee, but a sterner struggle awaits thee for the faith of Christ.

( We, as old men, are given an easier race to run, but for thee in youth there is kept a more glorious triumph over the tyrant: in three days' time thou, the Levite, wilt follow me, the Priest. I do. 

Lesson vj 

A

ND the holy martyr Xystus, whose day we celebrated the fifth day ago, said to him: Grieve not, my son, (for he was a Bishop, the other a Deacon) grieve not, he said, after three days thou shalt follow me. And he said three days, half-way between the day of the passion of Saint Xystus, and today, the day of Saint Lawrence's passion. Three days is half-way. O consolation! he says not: Grieve not, my son, the persecution will cease, and thou shalt be safe: but: Grieve not, whither I go ahead, thou shalt follow, and thy following will not be delayed. Three days will be half-way, and thou shalt be with me. He accepted the prophecy, he overcame the devil, he attained his triumph.

( Blessed Lawrence cried, saying: I worship my God, and him only do I serve. * And therefore I fear not your tortures. 

( The darkness is no darkness with me, but the night is as clear as the day. And therefore. Glory be. And therefore. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to John. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                       Ch. 12 

A

T that time: Jesus said unto his disciples, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone. And the rest. 

Homily by Saint John Chrysostom.                                            Homily 66 on John
S

WEET is this present life, and full of much pleasure, but not to all, but only those, who are attached to it. For if anyone look up to heaven, and contemplate the splendid things that are there, he will immediately despise this life, and esteem it as of no worth. For bodily beauty also is held in admiration, so long as nothing 
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with divers colours. The daughters. 

Lesson v 

L

ET all nations clap their hands and praise the Mother of God.  Let angels minister to her body. Follow your Queen, O daughters of Jerusalem, and, together with her virgins in the spirit, approach your Bridegroom in order to sit at His right hand. Make haste, Lord, to give thy Mother the welcome which is her due. Stretch out thy divine hands. Receive thy Mother's soul into the Father's hands, unto which thou didst commend thy spirit on the Cross. Speak sweet words to her: Come, my beloved, whose purity is more dazzling than the sun, thou gavest me of thine own, receive now what is mine. Come, my Mother to thy Son, reign with him, who with thee was poor. Depart, O Queen, depart, not as Moses did who went up to die. Die, ratber, that thou mayest go up. Give up thy soul into the hands of thy Son. Return earth to the earth, it will be no obstacle. Lift up your eyes, O people of God. See in Sion the Ark of the Lord God of hosts, and the Apostles standing by it, burying the life-giving body which received our Lord. 

( All generations sha call me blessed, * For he that is mighty hath done to me great things ;and holy is his Name. 

( And his mercy is on them that fear him, from generation to generation. For he. 

Lesson vj

I

NVISIBLE Angels are all around in lowly reverence doing homage to the Mother of their Lord. The Lord himself is there, who is present everywhere, and filling all things, the universal Being, not in place. He is the author and Creator of all things. Behold the Virgin, the daughter of Adam and Mother of God; through Adam she gives her body to the earth, her soul to her Son above in the hesvenly courts. Let the holy city be sanctified, and rejoice in eternal praise. Let angels precede the divine tabernacle on its passage, and prepare the tomb. Let the radiance of the spirit adorn it. Let sweet ointment be made ready and poured over the pure and undefiled body. Let a clear stream of grace flow from grace in its source. Let the earth be sanctified by contact with that body. Let the air rejoice at the Assumption. Let gentle breezes waft grace. Let all nature keep the feast of the Assumption of the Mother of God. 

( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, who hast borne the Lord, the Creator of the world. * Thou hast borne him that made thee, and thou remainest a Virgin for ever.

( Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou hast.

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Lesson vij                                                                                                         Ch. 10
1889
O

 LORD, let thy Church trust with gladness in the advocacy of thy blessed Martyr Agapitus: that by his glorious prayers she may continue in devotion, and abide in safety. Through.

__________________________________________________________________ 

The Eighteenth of August

Fourth day within the Octave of the Assumption of blessed Mary

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
From the Song of Songs. 

Lesson j                                                                                                          Ch. 4 

B

EHOLD thou art fair, my love; behold, thou art fair; thou hast doves' eyes within thy locks: thy hair is as a flock of goats, that appear from mount Gilead. Thy teeth are like a flock of sheep that are even shorn, which came up from the washing; whereof everyone bear twins, and none is barren among them. Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet, and thy speech is comely: thy temples are like a piece of a pomegranate within thy locks. Thy neck is like the tower of David builded for an armoury, whereon there hang a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty men.

( I saw her, when fair as a dove, she winged her flight above: the rivers of waters. The priceless odours of her perfumes hung heavy in her garments. * She was as the flower of roses in the spring of the year, as lilies by the rivers of waters. 

( Who is this that cometh up out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense? She was.

Lesson ij 

T

HOU art all fair, my love; there is no spot in thee. Come with me from Lebanon; my spouse, with me from Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the lions' dens, from the mountains of the leopards. Thou hast ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse; thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy neck. How fair is thy love, my sister; my spouse! how much better is thy love than wine! and the smell of thine ointmcnts than all spices!

( I was exalted like a cedar in Lebanon, and as a cyprus tree upon the mountains of Hermon: like the best myrrh, * I yielded a pleasant odour. 

( Like cinnamon and sweet balsam. I yielded. 

Lesson iij

T

HY lips, O my spouse, drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk are under thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon. A
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Vespers of the Octave Day of the Assumption,with commemoration of SS. Timothy, etc., Martyrs. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE TWENTY-SECOND OF AUGUST

ON THE OCTAVE OF THE ASSUMPTION OF BLESSED MARY

DOUBLE
All as in I Vespers of the Feast, with commemoration of SS. Timothy, Hippolytus, and Symphorian, Martyrs. 

Antiphon. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven, who despised worldly living: who have won the rewards of the kingdom, and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 

( Be glad,O ye righteous,and rejoice in the Lord. 

( And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 

COLLECT

W

E beseech thee, O Lord, graciously impart unto us thy help : and at the intercession of thy blessed Martyrs Timothy, Hippolytus and Symphorian, stretch forth upon us the right hand of thy mercy. Through. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

From the Song of Songs.

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 8 

W

HO is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? I raised thee up under the apple tree; there thy mother brought thee forth; there she brought thee forth that bare thee. Set me as a seal upon thine heart, and a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame. 

( I saw her, when fair as a dove, she winged her flight above the rivers of waters. The priceless odours of her perfumes hung heavy in her garments.* She was as the flower of roses in the spring of the year, as lilies by the rivers of waters. 

( Who is this that cometh up out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense? She was. 

Lesson ij 

M

ANY waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned. We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts: what shall we do for our sister in the day when she shall be spoken for? IF she be a wall, we will build upon her a palace of silver: and if she be a door, we will inclose her with boards of cedar. 

1887

( All generations shall call me blessed, * For he that is mighty hath done to me great things: and holy is his Name. 

( And his mercy is on them that fear him, from generation to generation. For he. 

Lesson vj 

T

HERE were present with the holy Apostles at that time holy Timothy, first Bishop of Ephesus, and Denys the Areopagite, as he himself testifies in that which he wrote to the above-mentioned Timothy, concerning blessed Hierotheus, who had also been present then, saying: For when, as thou knowest, we also and many of our holy brethren, came together with the God-inspired rulers in holy things, to gaze upon that body which had given Life its spring and received God, (there were present also James, the brother of the Lord, and Peter, the highest, and oldest, and most excellent of theologians,) and when we had seen the sacred body, were all pleased to sing hymns, every man as well as he could, to proclaim the unbounded goodness of the Divine Power.

( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, who hast borne the Lord, the Creator of the world. * Thou hast borne him who made thee, and thou remainest a virgin for ever.

( Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou hast. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                      Ch. 10 

A

T that time: Jesus entered into a certain village:and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. And the rest. 

From the Homily by Saint Augustine, Bishop.                   From Sermon 27 on

                                                                                             the Words of the Lord

                                                                                             (104 on Lk. 10) 

W

ELL then did Martha, as touching the bodily - what shall I call it, want, or will, of the Lord? - minister to his mortal flesh. But who was he in that mortal flesh? In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God: see what Mary was listening to! The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us: see to whom Martha was ministering! Therefore hath Mary chosen the better part, which shall not be taken from her. For she chose that, which shall abide for ever; it shall not be taken from her. 

( FuIl of grace are thy lips: * Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

( All thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. King's daughters were among thy honourable women. Because God. 
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with rulers, youths, and maidens, young and old, proclaim the Mother of God, and all peoples and nations in their different ways and tongues sing a new song. 

( All generations shall call me blessed, * For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his name. 

( And his mercy is on them that fear him, throughout all generations. For he. 

Lesson vj 

L

ET the air resound with praise and instrument, and the sun gladden this day of salvation. Rejoice, O heavens, and may the clouds rain righteousness. Be glad, O divine Apostles, the chosen ones of God's flock, who seem to reach the highest visions, as lofty mountain tops. And you God's sheep, and his holy people, 

the flock of the Church, who look to the high mountains of perfection, be sad, for the Fountain of life, God's Mother, is dead. It was necessary that what was made of earth should return to earth, and thus be assumed to heaven. It was fitting that the earthly tenement should be cast off, as gold is purified, so that the flesh in death might become pure and immortal, and rise in shining immortality from the tomb. 

( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, who hast borne the Lord, the Creator of the world. * Thou hast borne him who made thee, and thou remainest a Virgin for ever.

( Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou hast.

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from tne holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                         Ch. 10 

A

T that time: Jesus entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. And the rest. 

** From the Homily by Saint Augustine, Bishop.         Sermon 26 on the Words of

                                                                                        the Lord (103 on Luke 10) 

L

ET us now come to the subject which I have proposed concerning unity. Martha,who was arranging and preparing to feed the Lord, was occupied about much serving. Mary her sister chose rather to be fed by the Lord. She in a manner deserted her sister who was toiling about much serving, and she sat at the Lord's feet, and in stillness heard his word. Her most faithful ear had heard al ready, Be still,and know that I am the Lord. Martha was troubled, Mary was feasting: the one was arranging many things, the other had her eyes upon the One. Both occupations were good: but yet as to which was the better, what shall we say? We have one whom we may ask, let us give ear together.Which was the better, we heard now when the lesson was read, and let us hear again as I repeat it. 

__________________________________________________________________

** continuation of the Homily begun on July 29 above. 
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I

 CHARGE you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell him, that I am sick of love. What is my beloved more than another beloved, O thou fairest among women? what is thy beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost so charge us? My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand. His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy, and black as a raven. His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set.

( I saw her, when fair as a dove, she winged her flight above the rivers of waters. The priceless odours of her perfumes hung heavy in her garments. * She was as the flower of roses in the spring of the year, as lilies by the rivers of waters. 

( Who is this that cometh up out of the wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense? She was. 

Lesson ij

M

Y beloved is gone downinto his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies. I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine: he feedeth among the lilies. Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners. Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me: thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear from Gilead. Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the washing, whereof everyone beareth twins, and there is not one barren among them.

( I was exalted like a cedar in Lebanon, and as a cyprus tree upon the mountains 

of Hermon: like the best myrrh, * I yielded a pleasant odour. 

( Like cinnamon and sweet balsam. I yielded. 

Lesson iij 

M

Y dove, my undefiled is but one; she is the only one of her mother, she is the choice one of her that bare her. The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the queens and the concubines, and they praised her. Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners? I went down into the garden of nuts to see the fruits of the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished, and the pomegranates budded. Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Amminadib. Return, return, O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look upon thee.

( Who is she  that goeth forth as the sun? comely as Jerusalem? * The daughters of Sion saw her and called her blessed, the queens also, and they praised her. 

( She was as the flower of roses in the spring of the year, and lilies by the rivers of waters. The daughters. Glory be. The daughters. 

1878

A

T that time: Jesus entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. And the rest. 

** From the Homily by Saint Augustine, Bishop.                From Sermon 27, end 

T

HERE remained then in that house, which had received the Lord, in the two women the two lives, both praiseworthy; the one of labour, the other of ease; neither vicious, neither slothful. Both harmless, both, I say, praiseworthy: but one of labourr, the other of ease: neither vicious, which the life of labour must beware of; neither slothful, which the life of ease must beware of. There were then in that house these two lives, and Himself, the Fountain of life.

( Full of grace are thy lips: * Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

( AII thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. King's daughters were among thy honourable women. Because God. 

Lesson viij

I

N Martha was the image of things present, in Mary of things to come. What Martha was doing, that we are now; what Mary was doing, that we hope for. Let us do the first well, that we may have the second fully. For what of it have we now? How far have we it? As long as we are here, how much of it is there that we have? For in some measure are we employed in it now, and ye too when removed from business, and laying aside domestic cares, ye meet together, stand, listen. 

( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, Mother of God, for thou hast believed the Lord: there hath been a performance in thee of those things which were told thee: behold, thou art exalted above choirs of Angels. * Intercede for us to the Lord. 

( Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Intercede. Glory be. Intercede. 

Lesson ix 

I

N so far as ye do this, ye are like Mary. And with greater facility do ye do that which Mary doeth, than I who have to distribute. Yet if I say aught, it is Christ's; therefore doth it feed you, because it is Christ's. For the Bread is common to us all, of which I too live as well as you. But now we live, if ye, brethren, stand fast in the Lord. I would not that ye should stand fast in us, but in the Lord. For neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

__________________________________________________________________

The Twenty-first of August

Seventh Day within the Octave of the Assumption of blessed Mary
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( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, who hast borne the Lord, the Creator of the world. * Thou hast borne him who made thee, and thou remainest a Virgin for ever. 

( Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Thou hast. Glory be. Thou hast. 

IN THE THIRD NOCTURN

The Lesson from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Lesson vij                                                                                                        Ch. 10 

A

T that time: Jesus entered into a certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house. And the rest. 

From the Homily by Saint Augustine, Bishop.              From Sermon 27 continued 

T

HE labour of manifoldness passeth away, and the love of unity abideth. Therefore what she hath chosen, shall not be taken from her. But from thee, that which thou hast chosen, (of course this follows, of course this is understood,) from thee, that which thou hast chosen shall be taken away. But to thy blessedness shall it be taken away, that that which is better may be giyen. For labour shall be taken away from thee,  that rest may be given.Thou art still on the sea, she is already in port. 

( Full of grace are thy lips: * Because God hath blessed thee for ever. 

( All thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. King's daughters were among thy honourable women. Because God. 

Lesson viij

YE see then, dearly beloved, and, as I suppose, ye understand already, that in these two women, who were both well pleasing to the Lord, both objects of his love, both disciples; ye see, I say, (and an important thing it is which whosoever understand, understand hereby, a thing which, even those of you who do not understand ought to give ear to, and to know): that in these two women the two lives are figured, the life present, and the life to come, the life of labour, and the life of quiet, the life of sorrow, and the life of blessedness, the life temporal, and the life eternal. 

( Blessed art thou, O Virgin Mary, Mother o£ God, for thou hast believed the Lord: there hath been a performance in thee of those things which were told thee: behold, thou art exalted above choirs of Angels. * Intercede for us to the Lord. 

( Hail, Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Intercede. Glory be. Intercede. 

Lesson ix 

T

HESE are the two lives: do ye think of them more fully. What this life contains, I speak not of a life of evil, or iniquity, or wickedness, or

1880

luxuriousness, or ungodliness; but of labour, and full of sorrows, by fears subdued, by temptations disquieted: even this harmless life I mean, such as was suitable for Martha: this life I say, examine as best ye can; and as I have said, think of it more fully than I speak. But a wicked life was far from that house, and was neither with Martha nor with Mary; and if it ever had been, it fled at the Lord's entrance.

Te Deum Laudamus, p. 24. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

The Twentieth of August

Sixth Day within the Octave of the Assumption of blessed Mary

In the first Nocturn, Lessons from the book of Scripture occurring in that season, as was said in the Rubric before the third Sunday of August, p. 1136. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

** From the Sermon by Saint John of Damascus. 

Lesson iv           Discourse 3 on the Dormition of the Theotokos, at the beginning 

L

OVERS are wont to speak of what they love, and to let their fancy run on it by day and night. Let no one therefore blame me, if I add a third tribute to the Mother of God, on her triumphant departure. I am not profiting her, but myself and you who are here present, putting before you a spiritual seasoning and re£reshment in keeping with this holy night. We are suffering, as you see, from scarcity of comestibles. Therefore I am extemporising a repast, which, if not very costly or worthy of the occasion, will certainly be sufficient to still hunger. She does not need our praise. It is we who need her glory. How indeed can glory be glorified, or the source of light be enlightened? We are weaving a crown for ourselves in the doing. I live, says the Lord, and I will glorify those that glorify me. Wine is truly pleasant to drink, and bread to eat. The one rejoices, the other strengthens the heart of man. But what is sweeter than the Mother of mv God? 

( When he beheld the daughter of Jerusalem adorned with her jewels, the King had pleasure in her beauty. * The daughters of Sion saw her, and praised her, and called her blessed, saying, Thy name is as ointment poured forth. 

( Upon thy right hand did stand the queen in a vesture of gold, wrought about with divers colours. The daughters. 

Lesson v 

S

HE has taken my mind captive, and held my tongue in bondage. I think of her by day and night. She, the Mother of the Word, supplies my words. The fruit 

__________________________________________________________________

** Lessons in the second and third Nocturns chosen for the Octave in place of feasts and lessons not given here, today and the two following days. 
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