SATURDAY

BEFORE THE FIRST SUNDAY OF AUGUST

And that is called the first Sunday of the month, which is on the first day, or nearer to the first day of that month: so that if the first day is Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday, then the first Sunday of the month, on which is placed the book of Scripture to be begun, is the one that precedes the first day. But if it is Thursday, Friday or Saturday, it is the one that follows. And on the preceding Saturday on the Magnificat is placed the Antiphon from that proper, omitting any other that may happen to occur. 

  But the proper, that is the Responsories of that book, if they do not take place because of the occurrence of a Double Feast on Sunday, on the first day during the week on which the Office happens to be of the Feria, the (( of the first Nocturn of the Sunday are inserted, omitting the other ((, if there happen to be some proper to that Feria, and observing also the rest which is prescribed in the Rubric of the seventh Responsory. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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  Wisdom hath builded her house, * she hath hewn out her seven pillars: she hath 
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    subdued the nations, and in her own might hath she trodden down the necks of
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     the proud and lof-ty. 

The Collect which occurs in the order of the other Sundays, as below, p. 657 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF AUGUST

Here are placed the books of Solomon, and the readings are from them until the first Sunday of September. 

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Here begin the Proverbs of Solomon. 
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Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 1 

T

HE proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel; to know wisdom and inslruction; to perceive the words of understanding; to receive the instruction of wisdom, justice, and judgment, and equity; to give subtilty to the simple, to the young man knowledge and discretion. A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels: to understand a proverb, and the interpretation; the words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old, When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water, * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him.

Lesson ij 

T

HE fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.  My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother: for they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck. My son, if sinners entice thee,consent thou not. If they say, come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit.We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: cast in thy lot among us: let is all have one purse. 

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks or the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the.

Lesson iij 

M

Y son, talk not thou in the way with them: refrain thy foot from their path:. for their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood. Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives. So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof. Wisdom crieth without: she uttereth her voice in the streets; she crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge?
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( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Treatise by S. Ambrose, Bishop, On Psalm 119 

Lesson iv                                                                                                  Sermon v

T

HE fear or the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, says the Prophet. What else is the beginning of wisdom but renouncing the world? For it is foolish to savour of worldly things. In short, as the Apostle says, The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. But that very fear of the Lord, unless it be according to knowledge, is worth nothing. in fact it is greatly lacking. For even the Jews have the zeal of God, but, because it is not according to knowledge. they draw down upon themselves the divine displeasure through that very zeal and fear. They manifest the fear of God in circumcising their children and in keeping the sabbath, but because they are unaware that the law is spiritual they do but circumcise the body and not the heart. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson v

A

ND why do I speak of the Jews? For there are some even among ourselves who are in fear of the Lord. but not according unto knowledge, and they make rules that are too hard for human nature to bear. They possess fear, in that it seems to them that by enforcing good works they are acting in the interests of discipline; but they are unwise in this, that they are inconsiderate concerning the limitations of human nature. and do not take into account how much it is able to bear. Let not fear be thus unreasonable. For indeed true wisdom begins with the fear of God,  nor is wisdom spiritual at all without this fear of God; neither should fear be without wisdom. 

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson vj

H

OLY fear is indeed a good base for the Word. For as some statue may be set on a base, and then, when it has been so placed, its beauty is enhanced and it 
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stands more firmly; so is the Word of God better placed on holy fear, and it takes firmer root in the breast of a God-fearing man; thus the Word will not fall away from that man's heart, nor will the birds come and carry it off, as would happen to a careless and negligent man.

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me, 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die, Give. Glory be. Give. 

( vij. O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 

( viij.  One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of  

hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

¶ The Responsories of this Sunday are said on the other Sundays until the first Sunday of September. 

 Throughout the week when the Responsories are taken from the third Nocturn of the Sunday, on Wednesday and Saturday after the second and third Lesson is placed the second and third Responsory of Monday following. 

__________________________________________________________________

Monday

From the Proverbs of Solomon. 

Lesson j Ch. 3 

M

Y son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy path.

( O Lord, Father and God of my life, leave me not, lest I fall before mine adversaries: * Lest mine enemy rejoice over me. 
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( Lay hand upon the shield and buckler: and stand up to help me. Lest mine. 

Lesson ij 

B

E not wise in thine own eyes: fear the Lord, and depart from evil. It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast.

Lesson iij

M

Y son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: for whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginatiom of the  

thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

¶ The proper Responsories of this Monday and Tuesday are repeated on all Mondays and Tuesdays until the first Sunday of September. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the Proverbs of Solomon.

Lesson j                                                                                                              Ch. 5 

M

Y son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding: that thou mayest regard discretion, and that thy lips may keep knowledge. For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her mouth if smoother than oil: But her end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two edged sword. Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell. Lest thou shouldest ponder the path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou canst not know them. 

( My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they 
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shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head.
( My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. For they. 

Lesson ij 

H

EAR me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my mouth. Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh the door of her house: lest thou give thine honour unto others, and thy years unto the cruel: lest strangers be filled with thy wealth; and thy labours be in the houseof a stranger: and thou mourn at the last, when thy flesh and thy body are consumed, and say, How have I hated instruction, and my heart despised reproof; and have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me ! 

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the kceping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson iij

A

ND why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger? For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his goings. His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his sins. He shall die without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the Proverbs of Solomon. 

Lesson j                                                                                                          Ch. 8 

D

OTH not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice? She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths. She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors. Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man. O ye simple, understand wisdom: and ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart. Hear; for I will speak of excellent  things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things.

( O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels:  give me  not a  proud look,  but turn  away f rom thy  servants  always a
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haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 

Lesson ij

F

OR my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 

All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or perverse in them. They are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to them that find knowledge. Receive my instruction, and not silver; and knowledge rather than choice gold. For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it.
( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expresscd. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. 

Lesson iij 

I

 WISDOM dwell with prudence, and find out knowledge of witty inventions. The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and arrngancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am understanding; I have strength. By me kings reign, and princes decree justice. By me princes rule, and nobles, even all the judges of the earth. I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me. 

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man.

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the Proverbs of Solomon. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 10 

A

 WISE son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death. The Lord will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the substance of the wicked. He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 
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He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame. 

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij 

B

LESSINGS are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot. The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall. He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be known. He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating fool 

shall fall. 

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of thc sea. 

and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij

T

HE mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins. In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding. Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty. The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin.

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being prescnt she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the Proverbs of Solomon. 

Lesson j Ch. 14 

E

VERY wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with   

 her hands. He that walketh in his uprightness learneth the Lord: but he that is
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perverse in his ways despiseth him. In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride: but the lips of the wise shall preserve them. Where no oxen are, the crib is clean: but much increase is by the strength of the ox. A faithful witness will not lie; but a false witness will utter lies. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson ij

A

 SCORNER seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth. Go from the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in him the lips of knowledge. The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way: but the folly of fools is deceit. Fools make a mock at sin: but among the righteous there is favour. The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. The house of the wicked shall be overthrown: but the tabernacle of the upright shall flourish.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good.

Lesson iij 

T

HERE is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death. Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; and the end of that mirth is heaviness. The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and a good man shall be satisfied from himself. The simple believeth every word: but the prudent man looketh well to his going. A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident.

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the Proverbs of Solomon. 

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 16 

T

HE preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the Lord. All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth 
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the spirits. Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established. 

The Lord hath made all things for himself; yea, even the wicked for the day of evil. Everyone that is proud in heart if an abomination to the Lord: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.

( O Lord,  Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And 

turn. 

Lesson ij 

T

HE beginning of a good life, is to do justice:and this is acceptable unto God,more than burnt offerings. By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the Lord men depart from evil. When a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him. Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without right. A man's heart deviseth his way: but the Lord directeth his steps. 

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through thc Red Sea; and led them through much water. Thou hast.
Lesson iij 

A

 DIVINE sentence is in the lips of the king: his mouth transgresseth  not in judgment. A just weight and balance are the Lords: all the weights of the bag are his work. It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness: for the throne is established by righteousness. Righteous lips are the delight of kings; and they love him that speaketh right. The wrath of a king is as messengers of death: but a wise man will pacify it. In the light of the king's countenance is life; and his favour is as a cloud of the latter rain. 

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord. and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts. and understandeth all the imaginations of the 

thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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        I    dwell * in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF AUGUST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the book of Ecclesiastes. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 1 

T

HE words or the Preacher, the son or David, king in Jerusalem. Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity. What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun? One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh; but the earth abideth for ever. The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose. The wind goeth toward the south. and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again according to his circuits. All the rivers run into the sea: yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again. 

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before.

Lesson ij 

A

LL things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing' nor the ear filled with hearing. The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time, which was before us. There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after. 

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea. and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on thc necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij 
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I

 THE Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem. And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be excrcised therewith. I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and. behold, all is vanity and vexa- tion of spirit. That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered. I communed with mine own heart, saying. Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge. And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly. 

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. John Chrysostom Against Concubines 

Lesson iv 

S

OLOMON, as long as he was enthralled by earthly desires, considered such things great and wonderful, and expended much care and labour on them, building magnificent palaces, heaping up great riches, collecting choirs of singers and divers kinds of servants for his table and fare, seeking to delight himself with the beauty of gardens and fair bodies; in short, following all the pursuits of pleasure and refreshment.

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson v

B

UT when he came to himself, and, as though emerging from a dark pit, was able to gaze on the light of true wisdom, then he uttered that high and heavenly cry, Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. And you too, if you wish, will voice this sentiment, and an even higher one concerning this unseasonable pleasure, if you will turn aside for a while from your evil habits. 

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they thilt do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson vj 

1128
H

OWEVER, in those olden times such great love of wisdom was not demanded of Solomon. For the ancient law neither forbade those pleasures, nor declared the enjoyment of other vanities to be but idle: but yet, having possessed these things, he was able to see how vain, mean, and contemptible they are. But we are called to a nobler life, to the highest rank, and are trained in a nobler school: and for what other reason is it, than that we are told to order our life in conformity with those celestial. intellectual and incorporeal powers?

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

( vij O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And 

turn. 

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Monday

From the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 2 

I

 SAID in mine heart, go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity. I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it ? I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom: and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life. I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards.

( O Lord, Father and God of my life, leave me not, lest I fall before mine adversaries: * Lest mine enemy rejoice over me. 

( Lay hand upon thc shield and buckler: and stand up to help me. Lest mine.

Lesson ij 

1129

I

 GOT me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me: I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instrumcnts, and that of all sorts. So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me. 

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, und cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. 

Lesson iij 

A

ND whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour. Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun. 

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts. and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 3 

T

O every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; a time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 

( My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head. 
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( My  son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. For they. 

Lesson ij 

W

HAT profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth? I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it. He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end. I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life. And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson iij 

I

 KNOW that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him. That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth that which is past. And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there; and the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there. I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every pure and for every work. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 
__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 4 

S

O I returned, and considered the oppressions that are done under the sun: and behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors there was power; but they had no comforter. Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet alive. Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work that is done under the sun. Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is envied of his neighbour. This is also vanity and vexation of spirit. 
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( O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

(( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 

Lesson ij 

T

HE fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh. Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit. Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun. There is one one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet is there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail. 

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast.

Lesson iij 

T

WO are better than one; because they have a good reward tor their labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? And if one prevail against him, 

two shall withstand him; and a three-fold cord is not quickly broken. Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, who will no more be admonished.

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 5 

K

EEP thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of tools: for they consider not that they do
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 evil.  Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of words. When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. 

( The Lord possessed  me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij

S

UFFER not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands? For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou God. If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they. Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field.

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij

H

E that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase: this is also vanity. When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes? The sleep of a labouring man is sweet. whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich will not suffer him to sleep.  There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their hurt. But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his hand.

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I. 
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Friday

From the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 6 

T

HERE is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men: a man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof; but a stranger eateth it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: O For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson ij 

I

F a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled with good, and also that he have no burial; I say, that un untimely birth is better than he. For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered with darkness. Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other. 

Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no good.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter: the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson iij 

D

O not all go to one place? All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled. For what hath the wise more than the fool? what hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living? Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire: this is vanity and vexation of spirit. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday
From the Book of Ecclesiastes. 

Lesson j                                                                                                 Ch. 6 & 7. 

F

OR who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall be after
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him under the sun ? A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of 

death than the day of one's birth. It i. better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart. 

( O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn way from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 

Lesson ij

S

ORROW is better than laughter: for by the gladness of the countenance the heart is made better. The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools. For as the crackling of thorns under a pot. so is the laughter of the fool: this also is vanity. Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth the heart. Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit.

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through thc Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. 

Lesson iij 

S

AY not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? for thou dost not enquire wisely concerning this. Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun. For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wisdom giveth life to them that have it. Consider the work of God; for who can rnake that straight, which he hath made crooked ? 

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the 

thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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        All wisdom * cometh from the Lord,          and is with him for ev-  er;    and

[image: image6.png]



      is before the  ages. 

¶ If the following Sunday come on the day of the Assumption  of blessed Mary,or the following day, or on the Octave day of Saint Lawrence, the book of Wisdom is placed on the same second day of the Assumption, or on the Octave day of Saint Lawrence, and the readings are from it on the sixth and seventh days within the Octave of the Assumption, and after the Octave of the Assumption of blessed Mary, if any day be left over, until the following Sunday. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF AUGUST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the book of Wisdom. 

Lesson j                                                                          Wisdom of Solomon, Ch. 1 

L

OVE righteousness, ye that be judges of the earth: think of the Lord with a good heart, and in simplicity of heart seek him. For he will be found of them that tempt him not; and sheweth himself unto such as do not distrust him. For froward thoughts separate from God: and his power, when it is tried, reproveth the unwise. For into a malicious soul wisdom shall not enter; nor dwell in the body that is subject unto sin. 

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij 

F

OR the holy spirit of discipline will flee deceit, and remove from thoughts that are without understanding, and will not abide when unrighteousness cometh in. For wisdom is a loving spirit; and will not acquit a blasphemer of his words: for God is witness of his reins, and a true beholder of his heart, and a hearer of his 
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tongue. For the Spirit of the Lord filleth the world: and that which containeth all things hath knowledge of the voice. Therefore he that speaketh unrighteous things cannot be hid: neither shall vengeance. when it punisheth, pass by him.

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the.

Lesson iij

F

OR inquisition shall be made into the counsels or the ungodly: and the sound of his words shall come unto the Lord for the manifestation of his wicked deeds. For the ear of jealousy heareth all things: and the noise of murmurings is not hid. Therefore beware of murmuring, which is unprofitable; and refrain your tongue from backbiting; for there is no word so secret, that shall go for nought: and the mouth that belieth slayeth the soul.

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book of Offices by S. Ambrose, Bishop 

Lesson v                                                                                                          Ch. 28 

G

REAT is the splendour of justice: for being brought into being for others rather than for itself, it assists our sense of unity and fellowship. It maintains its high estate, so that it holds all things in subjection to its ruling. affords help to others. brings wealth. refuses not service, undertakes perils not its own. Who would not long to hold fast this stronghold or virtue, unless he were weakening it by previous avarice and turning aside the strength of this mighty virtue. For so long as we are eager to increase our riches, heap up money, seize lands for our possessions, take the lead by our wealth, we strip ourselves of the idea of justice, and let go the service we owe to all men. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant. and the son of thine handmaid.  

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson v

T

HE greatness of justice may be seen in this: that exception is allowed it neither for places, nor for persons: nor for times. It is even preserved for those
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who are our enemies. So that if either place or date for a battle is fixed with our enemies, it would be thought contrary to justice to anticipate it either in time or place. For it is of importance whether a man is captured in the course of battle and violent contest, or by means of some unfair advantage or external happening. If therefore, justice prevails, even in war, how much more ought it to be preserved in peace.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson vj

T

HE foundation, therefore, of justice, is faith; and he who, being just, accuses himself, sets justice above faith. For then his justice is manifest if he acknowledges the truth. Finally, the Lord said by Isaiah, I lay in Sion a foundation stone; that is, Christ the foundation of the Church. For the faith of all is Christ: but the Church is a kind of prototype of justice, a right shared by all men. In fellowship it prays, in fellowship it works, in fellowship it is tempted. In short, the man who denies his own self is himself just, himself worthy of Christ. And for that reason Paul also set Christ as the foundation, that upon him he might place the works of justice: for faith is the foundation. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

( vij. O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord, 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. * And turn.

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory, 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Monday 
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From the book of Wisdom.

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 3 

B

UT the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no torment touch them. In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die: and their departure is taken for misery, and their going from us to be utter destruction: but they are in peace. For though they be punished in the sight of men, yet is their hope full of immortality. And having been a little chastised, they shall be greatly rewarded: for God proved them, and round them worthy for himself. As gold In the furnace hath he tried them, and received them as a burnt offering. And in the time of their visitation

( O Lord, Father and God of my life, leave me not, lest I fall before mine adversaries: * Lest mine enemy rejoice over me. 

( Lay hand upon the shield and buckler: and stand up to help me. Lest mine. 

Lesson ij
T

HEY shall shine, and run to and fr0 like sparks among the stubble. They shall judge the nations, and have dominion over the people, and their Lord shall reign for ever. They that put their trust in him shall understand the truth: and such as be faithful in love shall abide with him: for grace and mercy is to his saints. and he hath care for his elect. But the ungodly shall be punished accocding to their own imaginations. which have neglected the righteous, and forsaken the Lord.  For whoso despiseth wisdom and nurture, he is miserable, and their hope is vain, their labours unfruitful, and their womb unprofitable:

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea; and led them through much water. Thou hast. 

Lesson iij                                                                                                      Ch. 5 

B

UT the righteous live for evernore; their reward also is with the Lord, and the care of them is with the most High. Therefore shall they receive a glorious kingdom, and a beautiful crown from the Lord's hand: for with his right hand shall he cover them, and with his arm shall be protect them. He shall take to him his jealousy for complete armour, and make the creature his weapon for the revenge of his enemies. He shall put on righteousness as a breastplate, and true judgment instead of an helmet. He shall take holiness for an invincible shield. His severe wrath shall he sharpen for a sword, and the world shall fight with him against the unwise.

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were 
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all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts. and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the book of Wisdom. 

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 6 

B

ETTER is wisdom than strength, and a prudent man than a powerful. Hear therefore, O ye kings, and understand; learn, ye that be judges of the ends of the earth. Give ear, ye that rule the people, and glory in the multitude of nations. 

For power is given you of the Lord, and sovereignty from the Highest, who shall try your works. and search out your counsels. Because. being ministers of biskingdom, ye bave not judged aright, nor kept the law, nor walked after the counsel of God; 

( My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head. 

( My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. For they. 

Lesson ij 

H

ORRIBLY and speedily shall he come upon you: for a sharp judgment shall be to them that be in high places. For mercy will soon pardon the meanest: but mighty men shall be mightily tormented. For he which is Lord over all shall fear no man's person, neither shall he stand in awe of any man's greatness: for he hath made the small and great, and careth for all alike. But a sore trial shall come upon the mighty.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson iij 

U

NTO you therefore, O kings, do I speak, that ye may learn wisdom, and not fall away. For they that keep holiness holily sha1 be judged holy: and they that have learned such things shall find what to answer. Wherefore set your affection upon my words; desire them, and ye shall be instructed. Wisdom is glorious, and never fadeth away: yea. she is easily seen of them that love her, and found of such as seek her. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me.
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( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the book of Wisdom. 

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 7 

I

 MYSELF also am a mortal man. like to all, and the offspring of him that was first made of the earth, And in my mother's womb was fashioned to be flesh in the time of ten months, being compacted in blood, of the seed of man, and the pleasure that came with sleep. And when I was born, I drew in the common air, and fell upon the earth, which is of like nature. and the first voice which I uttered was crying, as all others do. I was nursed in swaddling clothes, and that with cares. For there is no king that had any other beginning of birth. For all men have one entrance into life, and the like going out. 

( O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave mc not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes,  O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 

Lesson ij

W

HEREFORE I prayed, and understanding was given me: I called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom came to me. I preferred her before sceptres and thrones, and esteemed riches nothing in comparison of her.  Neither compared I unto her any precious stone, because all gold in respect of her, as a little sand, and silver shall be counted as clay before her. I loved her above health and beauty, and chose to have her instead of light: for the light that cometh from her never goeth out.

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. 

Lesson iij

A

LL good things together came to me with her, and innumerable riches in her hands. And I rejoiced in them all, because wisdom goeth before them: and I knew  not  that  she  was  the  mother  of  them.  I learned  diligently,  and   do 
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communicate her liberally: I do not hide her riches. For she is a treasure unto men that never faileth: which they that use become the friends of God, being commended for the gifts that come from learning.

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the 

thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the Book of Wisdom. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 9 

W

HAT man is he that can know the counsel of God? or who can think what the will of the Lord is? For the thoughts of mortal men are miserable, and our devices are but uncertain. For the corruptible body presseth down the soul, and the earthy tabernacle weigheth down the mind that museth upon many things.  And hardly do we guess aright at things that are upon earth, and with labour do we 

find the things that are before us: but the things that are in heaven who hath searched out? And thy counsel who hath known, except thou give wisdom, and send thy Holy Spirit from above? For so the ways of them which lived on the earth were reformed, and men were taught the things that are pleasing unto thee. and were saved through wisdom. 

( The Lord possessed  me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij                                                                                                           Ch.10

S

HE preserved the first formed father of the world, that was created alone, and brought him out of his fall, And gave him power to rule all things. But when the unrigbteous went away from her in his anger, he perished also in the fury wherewith he murdered his brother. For whose cause the earth being drowned with the flood, wisdom again preserved it, and directed the course of the righteous in a piece of wood of small value. Moreover, the nations in their wicked conspiracy being confounded, she found out the righteous, and preserved him blameless unto God, and kept him strong against his tender compassion toward his son. 
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( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the.

Lesson iij 

W

HEN the ungodly perished, she delivered the righteous man, who fled from the fire which fell down upon the five cities. Of whose wickedness even to this day the waste land that smoketh is a testimony, and plants bearing fruit that never come to ripeness: and a standing pillar of salt is a monument for an unbelieving soul. For regarding not wisdom, they gat not only this hurt, that they knew not the things which were good; but also left behind them to the world a memorial of their foolishness: so that in the things wherein they offended they could not so much as be hid. But wisdom delivered from pain those that attended upon her.

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the book of Wisdom. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 13 

S

URELY vain are all men by nature, who are ignorant of God, and could not out of the good things that are seen know him that is: neither by considering the works did they acknowledge the workmaster; but deemed either fire, or wind, or the swift air, or the circle of the stars, or the violent water, or the lights of heaven, to be the gods which govern the world. With whose beauty if they being delighted took them to be gods; let them know how much better the  Lord of them is: for the first author of beauty hath created them.

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson ij 
B

UT if they were astonished at their power and virtue, let them understand by them, how much mightier he is that made them. For by the greatness and beauty of the creatures proportionably the maker of them is seen. But yet for this 
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they are the less to be blamed: for they peradventure err, seeking God, and desirous to find him. For being conversant in his works they search him diligently, and believe their sight: because the things are beautiful that are seen.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever.

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear or the Lord, A good. 

Lesson iij

H

OWBEIT neither are they to be pardoned. For if they were able to know so much, that they could aim at the world; how did they not sooner find out the Lord thereof? But miserable are they, and in dead things is their hope; who called them gods, which are the works of men's hands, gold and silver, to shew art in, and resemblances of beasts, or a stone good for nothing, the work of an ancient hand. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the book of Wisdom. 

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 15 

B

UT thou, O God, art gracious and true, long-suffering, and in mercy ordering all things. For if we sin, we are thine, knowing thy power: but we will not sin, knowing that we are counted thine. For to know thee is perfect righteousness: yea. to know thy power is the root of immortality. 

( O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain thoughts, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 

Lesson ij

F

OR neither did the mischievous invention of men deceive us, nor an image spotted with divers colours, the painter's fruitless labour; the sight whereof 
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enticeth fools to lust after it, and so they desire the form of a dead image, that hath no breath. Both they that make them, they that desire them, and they that worship them, are lovers of evil things, and are worthy to have such things to trust upon. 

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. 

Lesson iij

FOR the potter, tempering soft earth, fashioneth every vessel with much labour for our service: yea, of the same clay be maketh both the Vessels that be for clean uses, and likewise also all such as serve to the contrary: but what is the use of either sort, the potter himself is the judge. And employing his labours lewdly, he maketh a vain god of the same clay, even he which a little before was made of earth himself, and within a little while after returneth to the same, out of the which he was taken, when his life which was lent him shall be demanded.

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Glory be. Man.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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     Wisdom crieth * aloud in the broad places, Whosoever loveth wisdom, let him 
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    turn in hither, and he shall find her; and when he hath found her, happy is he
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       if he hold her fast. 

__________________________________________________________________
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF AUGUST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN

Here beginneth the Book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                    Ch. 1, 1-14 

A

LL wisdom cometh from the Lord, and is with him for ever. Who can number the sand of the sea, and the drops of rain, and the days of eternity? Who can find out the height of heaven. and the breadth of the earth, and the deep, and wisdom? Wisdom hath been created before all things, and the understanding of prudence from everlasting. The word of God most high is the fountain of wisdom; and her ways are everlasting commandments.

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij 

T

O whom hath the root of wisdom been revealed? or who hath known her wise counsels? Unto whom hath the knowledge of wisdom been made manifest? and who hath understood her great experience? There is one wise and greatly to be feared, the Lord sitting upon his throne. He created her, and saw her, and numbered her, and poured her out upon all his works. She is with all flesh according to his gift, and he hath given her to them that love him.

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks or the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij 

T

HE fear of the Lord is honour, and glory, and gladness, and a crown of rejoicing. The fear of the Lord maketh a merry heart. and giveth joy, and gladness, and a long life. Whoso feareth the Lord, it shall go well with him 

at the last, and he shall find favour in the day of his death. To fear the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and it was created with the faithful in the womb. 

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I. 
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IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the book of morals by S. Gregory the Great.              Bk. 1 Ch. 25 on Job 1. 

Lesson iv 

T

HERE are some that take no heed to their life, and whilst they are seeking transitory objects, and either do not understand those that are eternal, or understanding, despise them, they neither feel grief nor know how to take counsel, and when they are taking no account of the things above which they have lost, they think, unhappy wretches, that they are in the midst of good things. For these never raise the eyes of their mind to the light of truth, which they were created for, they never bend the keenness of desire to the contemplation of their eternal country, but, forsaking themselves amidst those things in which they are cast away, instead of their country they love the exile which is their lot, and rejoice in the darkness which they undergo as though in the brigntness of the light. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson v 

B

UT, on the contrary, when the minds of the elect perceive that all things transitory are nought, they seek out which be the things for which they were created, and whereas nothing suffices to the satisfying them out of God, thought itself, being wearied in them by the efforts of the search, finds rest in the hope and contemplation of its Creator, longs to have a place among the citizens above; and each one of them, while yet in the body an inhabitant of the world, in mind already soars beyond the world, bewails the weariness of exile which he endures, and with the ceaseless incitements of love urges himself on to the country on high.  

When then he sees grieving how that that which is lost is eternal, he finds the salutary counsel, to look down upon this temporary scene which he is passing through, and the more the knowledge of that counsel increases, which bids him forsake perishing things, the more is grief augmented that he cannot yet attain unto lasting objects.  

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good.

Lesson vj 
W

E must also observe what absence of grief of mind there is in precipitancy of action. For they that live without counsel, who give themselves over
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 precipitately to the issue of events, are meanwhile harassed by no grief of reflection. For he that discreetly settles his mind in the counsels of life, heedfully takes account of himself, exercising circumspection in his every doing, and lest from that which he is doing a sudden and adverse issue should seize him, he first feels at it, gently applying to it the foot of reflection; he takes thought that fear may not withhold him from those things which ought to be done, nor precipitance hurry him into those which ought to be deferred; that evil things may not get the better of him through his desires by an open assault, nor good things work his downfall insidiously by vain glory. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord; * Give me neithcr poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give.

( vij. O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels; give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence,  * And turn away from me vain hops, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn.  

( viij.  One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Monday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 1 

T

HE fear of the Lord is a crown of wisdom, making peace and health to flourish; both which are the gifts of God: and it enlargeth their rejoicing that love him. Wisdom raineth down skill and knowledge of understanding, and exalteth them to honour that hold her fast. The root of wisdom is to fear the Lord, and the branches thereof are long life. In treasures of wisdom is understanding, and knowledge of godliness: but wisdom is hateful unto sinners.

( O Lord, Father and God of my life, leave me not, lest I fall before mine adversaries: * Lest mine enemy rejoice over me. 

( Lily hand upon the shield and buckler: and stand up to help me. Lest mine, 
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Lesson ij 

T

HE fear of the Lord driveth away sins: and where it is present, it tumeth away wrath. A furious man cannot be justified; for the sway of his fury shal1 be his destruction. A patient man will bear for a time, and afterward joy shal1 spring up unto him. He will hide his words for a time, and the lips of many shall declare his wisdom. The parables of knowledge are in the treasures of wisdom : but godliness is an abomination to a sinner. If thou desire wisdom, keep the commandments, and the Lord shall give her unto thee. 

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast. 

Lesson iij 

F

OR the fear of the Lord is wisdom and instruction: and faith and meekness are his delight. Distrust not the fear of the Lord when thou art poor: and come not unto him with a double heart. Be not an hypocrite in the sight of men, and take good heed what thou speakest. Exalt not thyself, lest thou fall, and bring dishonour upon thy soul, and so God discover thy secrets, and cast thee down in the midst of the congregation because thou camest not in truth to the fear of the Lord, but thy heart is full of deceit.

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                         Ch. 2 

M

Y son, if thou come to serve the Lord, (stand in righteousness and fear, and) prepare thy soul for temptation. Set thy heart aright, and constantly endure: (incline thine ear, and receive the words of understanding,) and make not haste in time of trouble. (Endure the trials of God): cleave unto him, and depart not away, that thou mayest be increased at thy last end. 

( My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head. 
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( My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. * For they

Lesson ij
W

HATSOEVER is brought upon thee take cheerfully. and be patient when thou art changed to a low estate. For gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of adversity. Believe in him, and he will he1p thee; order thy way aright, and trust in him. Keep the fear of him, and grow old in him. 

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever.

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson iij

YE that fear the Lord, wait for his mercy: and go not aside, lest ye fall. Ye that fear the Lord, believe him; and your reward shall not fail. Ye that fear the Lord, hope for good, and for everlasting joy and mercy. Look at the generations of old, and see; did ever any trust in the Lord, and was confounded? or did any abide in 

his fear, and was forsaken? or whom did he ever despise, that called upon him? 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. * Give. Glory be. Give. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                              Ch. 3 

T

HE sons of wisdom are the Church of the righteous; and their nation, obedience and love. Hear me your father, O children, and do thereafter, that ye may be safe. For the Lord hath given the father honour over the children, and hath confirmed the authority of the mother over the sons. Whoso honoureth his father maketh an atonement for sins: and he shall keep himself from them, and in 

prayer of days he shall be heard. 

( O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 
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Lesson ij 

A

ND he that honoureth his mother is as one that layeth up treasure. Whoso honoureth his father shall have joy of his own children; and when he maketh his prayer, he shall be heard. He that honoureth his father shall have a long life; and he that is obedient unto the Lord shall be a comfort to his mother. He that feareth the Lord will honour his father, and will do service unto his parents, as to his masters.

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Rcd Sea and led them through much water. 

Thou hast. 

Lesson iij 

H

ONOUR thy father and mother both in work and deed, that a blessing may come upon thee from them. For the blessing of the father establisheth the houses of children; but the curse of the mother rooteth out foundations. Glory not in the dishonour of thy father; for thy father's dishonour is no glory unto thee. For the glory of a man is from the honour of his father; and a mother in dishonour is a reproach to the children.

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 3 

S

EEK not out the things that are too hard for thee, neither search the things that are above thy strength. But what is commanded thee, think thereupon with 

reverence; for it is not needful for thee to see with thine eyes the things that are in secret. Be not curious in unnecessary matters: for more things are shewed unto thee than men understand. For many are deceived by their own vain opinion; and an evil suspicion hath overthrown their judgment. Without eyes thou shalt want light: profess not the knowledge therefore that thou hast not.

( The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains 
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abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij 

A

 STUBBORN heart shall fare evil at the last; and he that loveth danger shall perish therein. An obstinate heart shall be laden with sorrows; and the wicked man shall heap sin upon sin. In tbe punishment of th proud there is no remedy; for the plant of wickedness hath taken root in him.

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij 

T

HE heart of the prudent will understand a parable; and an attentive ear is the desire of a wise man.  Water will quench a ftaming fire; and alms maketh an atonement for sins. And he that requiteth good turns is mindful of that which may come hereafter; and when be falleth, he shall find a stay. 

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                          Ch. 4 

M

Y son, defraud not the poor of his living, and make not the needy eyes to wait long. Make not an hungry soul sorrowful; neither provoke a man in his distress. Add not more trouble to an heart that is vexed; and defer not to give to him that is in need. Reject not the supplication of the afflicted; neither turn away thy face from a poor man. 

( Give mc wisdum, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For 1 am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out trom the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson ij 
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T

URN not away thine eye from the needy, and give him none occasion to curse thee : For if he curse thee in the bitterness of his soul, his prayer shall be heard of him that made him. Get thyself the love of the congregation, and bow thy head to a great man.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have al1 they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping or her laws. for al1 wisdom is the fear or the Lord. A good. 

Lesson iij 

L

ET it not grieve thee to bow down thine ear to the poor, and give him a friendly answer with meekness. Deliver him that suffereth wrong from the hands of the oppressor; and be not fainthearted when thou sittest in judgment. Be as a father unto the fatherless, and instead of an husband unto their mother: so 

shalt thou be as the son of the most High, and he shall love thee more than thy mother doth.

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 4 

M

Y son, observe the opportunity, and beware of evil; and be not ashamed when it concerneth thy soul. For there is a shame that bringeth sin; and there is a shame which is glory and grace. Accept no person against thy soul, and let not the reverence of any man cause thee to fall. And refrain not to speak, when there is occasion to do good, and hide not thy wisdom in her beauty. 

( O Lord, Father and Governor of al1 my whole life. leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence. * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord.

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound.  And turn.

Lesson ij 

F

OR by speech wisdom shall be known: and learning by the word of the tongue. In no wise speak against the truth; but be abashed of the error of thine 
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ignorance. Be not ashamed to confess thy sins; and force not the course of the river. 

( Great are thy judgments, 0 Lord, and cannot be exprcssed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea: and led them through much water. Thou hast. 

Lesson iij 

M

AKE not thyself an underling to a foolish man; neither accept the person of the mighty. Strive for the truth unto death, and the Lord shall fight for thee. 

Be not hasty in thy tongue, and in thy deeds slack and remiss. Be not as a lion in thy house, nor frantick among thy servants. Let not thine hand be stretched out to receive, and shut when thou shouldest pay. 

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members writtem. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all bearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

¶  On Saturday before the fifth Sunday of August, unless the latter be nearer to the 

first day of September, for then it is omitted together with its week, and the Antiphon is taken from before the first Sunday of September, below. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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     My son,* keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mo-
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      ther: bind them continual-ly  upon thine heart. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF AUGUST

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
From the book of Ecclesiasticus

Lesson j                                                                                                   Ch. 5, 1-14 

S

ET not thy heart upon thy goods; and say not. I havc enough for my life. Follow not thine own mind and thy strength, to walk in the ways of thy heart: 
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and say not, Who shall controul me for my works? for the Lord will surely revenge thy pride. Say not, I have sinned, and what harm hath happened unto me? for the Lord is longsuffering, he will in no wise let thee go. Concerning propitiation. be not without fear to add sin unto sin:

( The Lord posscssed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND say not, His mercy is great: he will be pacified for the multitude of my sins: for mercy and wrath come from him, and his indignation resteth upon sinners. Make no tarrying to turn to the Lord, and put not off from day to day: for suddenly shall the wrath of the Lord come forth, and in thy security thou shalt be destroyed, and perish in the day of vengeance. Set not thine heart upon goods unjustly gotten; for they shall not profit thee in the day of calamity. Winnow not with every wind, and go not into every way: for so doth the sinner that hath a double tongue.

( I alone compassed the circuit or heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea, and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij

B

E steadfast in thy understanding; and let thy word be the same. Be swift to hear; and let thy life be sincere; and with patience give answer. If thou hast understanding, answer thy neighbour; if not, lay thy hand upon thy mouth. Honour and shame is in talk: and the tongue of man is his fall. Be not called a whisperer, and lie not in wait with thy tongue. 

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I.

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

Sermon by S. John Chrysostom                         Homily 22 On 2 Cor. Ch. 10, v.18 

Lesson iv 
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M

AKE no tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and put not off from day to day: for thou knowest not what to-morrow shall bring forth. For by putting off there

is danger and fear; but by not putting off, manifest and secure salvation. Hold fast then by virtue. For so, even if thou have departed young, thou hast departed in safety; and if thou have come to old age, thou shalt arrive at death with great provision made, and thou shalt have a double feast all thy life long; both in that thou abstainest from vice. and layest hold on virtue. Say not. There will come a time when it may be well to turn, for this language provokes God exceedingly. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being present, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson v

A

ND why so? Because he hath promised thee countless ages, but thou art not even willing to labour during this present life, this short life that dureth but a season; but art so indolent and unmanly as to seek a shorter even than this. Are there not the same revellings daily? Are there not the same tables, the same harlots, the same theatres, the same wealth? How long wilt thou love those things as though they were aught? How long will thy appetite for evil remain insatiate? Consider that as often as thou hast fornicated, so often hast thou condemned thyself. For such is the nature of sin: once committed, the Judge hath also passed his sentence.

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson vj

H

AST thou been drunken, been gluttonous, or robbed? Hold now, turn right back, acknowledge it to God as a mercy, that he snatched thee not away in the midst of thy sins: seek not yet another set time wherein to work evil. Many have been snatched away in the midst of thcir covetousness, and have departed to manifest punishment. Fear lest thou shouldest also suffer this, and without excuse. But God hath given to many a set time for confession in extreme old age. What then? Will he give it to thee also? Perhaps he will, says one. Why sayest thou, Perhaps, and Sometimes, and Often? Consider that thou art deliberating about thy soul, and put also the contrary case, and calculate, and say, But what if he should not give it? But what if he should give it? saith he. God hath indeed given it; but still this supposition is safer and more profitable than that. 

1156

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor 

riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

( vij.  O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: tum away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 

(viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________

Monday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch.7 

D

O no evil, so shall no harm come unto thee. Depart from the unjust, and iniquity shall turn away from thee. My son, sow not upon the furrows of unrighteousness, and thou shalt not reap them sevenfold. Seek not of the Lord preeminence, neither of the king the seat of honour. Justify not thyself before the Lord; and boast not of thy wisdom before the king. 

( O Lord, Father and God or my life, leave me not, lest I fall before mine adversaries: * Lest mine enemy rejoice over me. 

( Lay hand upon the shield and buckler: and stand up to help me. Lest mine.

Lesson ij

S

EEK not to be judge, being not able to take away iniquity; lest at any time thou fear the person of the mighty, and lay a stumblingblock in the way of thy uprightness. Offend not against the multitude of a city, and then thou shalt not cast thyself down among the people. Bind not one sin upon another; for in one thou shalt not be unpunished. Be not fainthearted when thou makest thy prayer, and neglect not to give alms. 

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 
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( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast.

Lesson iij 

S

AY not, God will look upon the multitude of my oblations, and when I offer to the most high God, he will accept it. Laugh no man to scorn in the bitterness  of his soul: for there is one which humbleth and exalteth. Devise not a lie against 

thy brother; neither do the like to thy friend. Use not to make any manner of lie: for the custom thereof is not good. Use not many words in a multitude of elders, and make not much babbling when thou prayest. 

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord,  and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and  understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Glory be. Man. 

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                         Ch. 10 

A

 WISE judge will instruct his people; and the government of a prudent man is well ordered. As the judge of the people is himself, so are his officers; and what manner of man the ruler of the city is, stich are all they that dwell therein. An unwise king destroyeth his people; butt through the prudence of them which are in authority the city shall be inhabited. The power of the earth is in the hand of the Lord, and in due time he will set over it one that is profitable. In the hand of God is the prosperity of man: and upon the person of the scribe shal1 he lay his honour. 

( My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways: * For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head. 

( My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings. For they. 

Lesson ij 

B

EAR not hatred to thy neighbour for every wrong; and do nothing at all by injurious practices. Pride is hateful before God and man: and by both doth one commit iniquity. Because of unrighteous dealings, injuries, and riches got by deceit, the kingdom is translated from one people to another. 9 Why is earth and ashes proud? There is not a more wicked thing than a covetous man: for such an one setteth his own soul to sale; because while he liveth he casteth away his bowels. 
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( The fear of the Lord  is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever.

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson iij 

A

LL power hath a brief life.A long disease grieveth the physician.The physician cutteth off a short disease; and he that is today a king tomorrow shall die. For when a man is dead, he shall inherit creeping things, beasts, and worms. The beginning of pride is when one departeth from God, and his heart is turned away from his Maker. For pride is the beginning of sin, and he that hath it shall pour out abomination: and therefore the Lord brought upon them strange calamities, and overthrew them utterly. The Lord hath cast down he thrones of proud princes, and set up the meek in their stead. The lord hath plucked up the roots of the proud nations, and planted the lowly in their place. The Lord overthrew countries of the heathen, and destroyed them to the foundations of the earth.

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 13 

H

E that toucheth pitch shall be defiled therewith; and he that hath fellowship with a good man shall be like unto him. Burden not thyself above thy power while thou livest; and have no fellowship with one that is mightier and richer than thyself: for how agree the kettle and the earthen pot together? For if the one be smitten against the other, it shall be broken. The rich man hath done wrong, and yet he threateneth withal: the poor is wronged, and he must intreat also. If thou be for his profit, he will use thee: but If thou have nothing, he will forsake thee. If thou have any thing, he will live with thee: yea, he will make thee bare, and will not be sorry for it. 

( O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And 

turn.
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Lesson ij  

H

UMBLE thyself before God,and wait for his hand. Beware that thou be not deceived, and brought down in thy jollity. Be not lowly in thy wisdom, nor 

brought down and deceived into folly. If thou be invited of a mighty man, withdraw thyself, and so much the more will he invite thee. Press thou not upon him, lest thou be put back; stand not far off, lest thou be forgotten. Affect not to be made equal unto him in talk, and believe not his many words: for with much communication will he tempt thee, and smiling upon thee will get out thy secrets : 

But cruelly he will lay up thy words, and will not spare to do thee hurt, and to put thee in prison.

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honourable. 

( Thou hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water. Thou hast.

Lesson iij

O

BSERVE, and take good heed, for thou walkest in peril of thy overthrowing: when thou bearest these things, awaken thy sleep. Love the Lord all thy life, and call upon him for thy salvation. Every beast loveth his like, and every man loveth his neighbour. All flesh consorteth according to kind, and a man will cleave to his like. What fellowship hath the wolf with the lamb? so the sinner with the godly. What agreement is there between the hyena and a dog? and what peace between the rich and the poor?

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord. and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart, 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 14 

B

LESSED is the man that hath not slipped with his mouth, and is not pricked with the multitude of sins. Blessed is he whose conscience hath not condemned him, and who is not fallen from his hope in the Lord. Riches are not comely for a niggard: and what should an envious man do with money? He that gathereth by defrauding his own soul gathereth for others, that shall spend his goods riotously. He that is evil to himself, to whom will he be good? he shall not take pleasure in his goods. 
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( The Lord. possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. When there were no depths I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. * Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 

( When he prepared the heavens, I was there, then was I by him, as one brought up with him. Before. 

Lesson ij

T

HERE is none worse than he that envieth himself: and this is a recompence of his wickedness. And if he doeth good, he doeth it unwillingly; and at the last he will declare his wickedness. The envious man hath a wicked eye: he turneth away his face, and despiseth men.  covetous man's eye is not satisfied with his portion; and the iniquity of the wicked drieth up his soul. A wicked eye envieth [his] bread, and he is a niggard at his table. 

( I alone compassed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the waves of the sea and in every people and nation I got a possession. * In the greatness of my strength I have trodden on the necks of the haughty and proud. 

( I dwelt in high places, and my throne is in a cloudy  pillar. In the. 

Lesson iij 

M

Y son, according to thy ability do good to thyself, and give the Lord his due offering. Remember that death will not be long in coming, and that the covenant of the grave is not shewed unto thee. Do good unto thy friend before thou die, and according to thy ability stretch out thy hand and give to him. Defraud not thyself of the good day, and let not the part of a good desire overpass thee. Shalt thou not leave thy travails unto another? and thy labours to be divided by lot? Give, and take, and sanctify thy soul; for there is no seeking of dainties in the grave. 

( Send out wisdom from the throne of thy glory, O Lord, that being present she may labour with me: * That I may know at all times what is pleasing to thee. 

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne. That I. Glory be. That I. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 21. 

M

Y son, hast thou sinned? do so no more, but ask pardon for thy former sins.   

 Flee from sin as from the face of a serpent: for if thou comest too near it, it will bite thee: the teeth thereof are as the teeth of a lion, slaying the souls of men. 
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All iniquity is as a two edged sword, the wounds whereof cannot be healed. To terrify and do wrong will waste riches: thus the house of proud men shall be made desolate.

( Give me wisdom, O Lord, that sitteth by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy children: * For I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid. 

( O send her out from the throne of thy glory, that, being sent, she may labour with me. For I. 

Lesson ij 

A

PRAYER out of a poor man's mouth reacheth to the ears of God, and his judgment cometh speedily. He that hateth to be reproved is in the way of sinners: but he that feareth the Lord will repent from his heart. An eloquent man is known far and near, but a man of understanding knoweth when he slippeth. He that buildeth his house with other men's money is like one that gathereth himself stones for the tomb of his burial. The congregation of the wicked is like tow wrapped together: and the end of them is a flame of fire to destroy them. 

( The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: * A good understanding have all they that do thereafter; the praise of it endureth for ever. 

( Love is the keeping of her laws, for all wisdom is the fear of the Lord. A good. 

Lesson iij 

T

HE way of sinners is made plain with stones, but the end thereof is the pit of hell. He that keepeth the law of the Lord getteth the understanding thereof: and the perfection of the fear of the Lord's wisdom. He that is not wise will not be taught: but there is a wisdom which multiplieth bitterness. The knowledge of a wise man shall abound like a flood: and his counsel is like a pure fountain of life. 

( Remove far from me vanity and lies, O Lord: * Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with food convenient for me. 

( Two things have I required of thee: deny me them not before I die. Give. Glory be. Give. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 32 

I

F thou be made the master [of a feast,] lift not thyself up, but be among them as one of the rest; take diligent care for them, and so sit down. And when thou hast 
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done all thy office, take thy place, that thou mayest be merry with them, and receive a crown for thy well ordering of the feast. Speak, thou that art the elder, for it becometh thee, but with sound judgment; and hinder not musick.

( O Lord, Father and Governor of all my whole life, leave me not to their counsels: give me not a proud look, but turn away from thy servants always a haughty mind: turn away from me concupiscence, * And turn away from me vain hopes, O Lord. 

( Leave me not, O Lord, lest mine ignorances increase and my sins abound. And turn. 

Lesson ij 

P

OUR not out words where there is a musician, and shew not forth wisdom out of time. A concert of rnusick in a banquet of wine is as a signet of carbuncle set in gold. As a signet of an emerald set in a work of gold, so is the melody of musick with pleasant wine. Hear in silence, and good favour shall come to thee for reverence. Speak, young man, if there be need of thee: and yet scarcely when thou art twice asked. 

( Great are thy judgments, O Lord, and cannot be expressed. * Thou hast made thy people mighty and honorable. 

( Thall hast brought them through the Red Sea and led them through much water.  Thou hast. 

Lesson iij 

L

ET thy speech be short, comprehending much in few words; be as one that knoweth and yet holdeth his tongue. If thou be among great men, make not thyself equal with them; and when ancient men are in place, use not many words. 

Before the thunder goeth lightning; and before a shamefaced man shall go favour. 

Rise up betimes, and be not the last; but get thee home without delay. There take thy pastime, and do what thou wilt: but sin not by proud speech. And for these things bless him that made thee, and hath replenished thee with his good things. 

( Thine eyes did see all that is in the heart of man, O Lord, and in thy book were all my members written. * Man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on he heart. 

( For the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. Man. Glory be. Man. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

nearest to the first day of September. 

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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      Now when Job had heard * the words of the    messengers,he endured with 
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      patience, saying, Shall we receive good at the Lord's hand, and shall we not 
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     receive evil also? In all this Job sinned not with his lips, neither charged God 
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foolishly. 

__________________________________________________________________

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
Here beginneth the book of Job. 

Lesson j                                                                                                  Ch. 1, 1-11 

T

HERE was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. And there were born unto him seven sons, and three daughters. His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of the east. 

( Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? * The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. As the Lord pleased, so hath it befallen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. 

( Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither. The Lord. 

Lesson ij 

A

ND his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their three sisters to eat and  to  drink  with  them.  And  it  was  so, 

1164

when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. This did Job continually. 

( My sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters. For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me. I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet: * Yet trouble came. 

( Behold I cannot help myself, and they that were needful unto me have forsaken me. Yet trouble. 

Lesson iij

N

OW there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, That there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and upright man, and one that feareth God. and escheweth evil? 

Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend? * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now. Glory be. Now. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book of Morals by Gregory the Great 

Lesson iv                                                                                               Bk. 2, Ch. 1

H

OLY writ is set before the eyes of the mind like a kind of mirror, that we may see our inward face in it; for therein we learn the deformities, therein we learn the beauties that we possess: there we are made aware what progress we are making, there too how far we are from proficiency. It relates the deeds of the Saints. and stirs the hearts of the weak to follow their example, and while it commemorates their victorious deeds, it strengthens our feebleness against the assaults of our vices; and its words have this effect, that the mind is so much the less dismayed amidst conflicts as it sees the triumphs of so many brave men set before it.
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( My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken and become loathsome. * O remember, Lord, that my life is wind. 

( My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope. O remember. 

Lesson v

S

OMETIMES, however, it not only informs us of their excellencies, but also makes known their mischances, that both in the victory of brave men we may see what we ought to seize on by imitation, and again in their falls what we ought to stand in fear of. For observe how Job is described as rendered greater by temptation, but David by temptation brought to the ground, that both the virtue of our predecessors may cherish our hopes, and the downfall of our predecessors may brace us to the cautiousness of humility, so that whilst we are uplifted by the former to joy, by the latter we may be kept down through fears, and that the hearer's mind, being from the one source imbued with the confidence of hope, and from the other with the humility arising from fear, may neither swell with rash pride, in that it is kept down by alarm, nor be so kept down by fear as to despair, in that it finds support for confident hope in a precedent of virtue. 

( Are not my days few? Cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, * Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death. 

( Thine hands have made me, O Lord, and fashioned me together round about, yet thou dost destroy me. Before, 

Lesson vj                                                                                     Morals Bk. 1, Ch. 1  
T

HERE was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job. It is for this reason that we are told where the holy man dwelt, that the meritoriousness of his virtue might be expressed; for who knows not that Uz is a land of the Gentiles? And the Gentile world came under the dominion of wickedness in the same proportion that its eyes were shut to the knowledge of its Creator. Let us be told, then, where he dwelt, that this circumstance may be reckoned to his praise, that he was good among bad men; for it is no very great praise to be good in company with the good, but to be good with the bad; for as it is a greater offence not to be good among good men, so it is immeasurably high testimony for anyone to have shown himself good even among the wicked. 

( Hide not thy face from me, O Lord, withdraw thine hand far from me: * And let not thy dread make me afraid. 

( O Lord, correct me, but with judgment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to 

nothing. And let. Glory be. And let.  

1166
( vij. O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, O Lord. * That thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me.

( Are thy days as the days of man, that thou enquirest after mine iniquity? And there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. That thou. 

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said, * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts : * The whole earth is full of his glory . 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________

Monday

From the book of Job.

 Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 1.

A

ND there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding beside them:  And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.  While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

( My harp is turned to mourning, and my organ into the voice of them that weep. * Let me alone, O Lord, for my days are vanity. 

( My skin is black upon me. and my bones are burnt up with the heat. Let me. 

Lesson ij 

W

HILE he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said. The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house: And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee. 

( O that my grief were throughly weighed. * And my calamity laid in the balances together. 

( For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up. And my. 

1167
Lesson iij

T

HEN Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, and said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly. 

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now  

therefore. G1ory be. Now therefore. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday

From the book of Job. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 2 

A

GAIN there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lotd, and Satan came among them to present himself before the Lord. And the Lord said unto Satan. whence comest thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and said, from going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and he holdeth fast his integrity. although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. And Satan answered the Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

( My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken and become loathsome. * O remember, Lord, that my life is wind. 

( My days are swifter than weaver's shuttle, and are pent without hope. O remember. 

Lesson ij

A

ND the Lord said unto Satan, behold, he is in thine hand; but save his 

life.  So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the ashes. Then said his wife unto him. Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die. But he said unto her. Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh.  What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. 
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( Are not my days few? Cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, * Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death. 

( Thine hands have made me, O Lord, and fashioned me ogether round about, yet thou dost destroy me. Before. 

Lesson iij 

N

OW when Job's three friends heard of all this evil that was come upon him, they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: for they had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him and to comfort him. And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their voice, and wept: and they rent everyone his mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward heaven.  So they sat down with him upon the ground seven days and seven nights,and none spake a word unto him: for they saw that his grief was very great. 

( Hide not thy face from me, O Lord, withdraw thine hand far from me: * And let not thy dread make me afraid. 

( O Lord, correct me, but with judgment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. And let. Glory be. And let.

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the book of Job. 

Lesson j Ch. 3 

A

FTER this opened Job his mouth, and cursed his day. And Job spake, and said, Let the day perish wherein I was born. and the night in which it was said. There is a man child conceived. Let that day be darkness: let not God regard it from above, neither let the light shine upon it. Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it: let a cloud dwell upon it; let the blackness of the day terrify it.

( O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret. until thy wrath be past, O Lord. * That thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me.  

( Are thy days as the days of man, that thou enquirest after mine iniquity? And there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. That thou. 

Lesson ij 

A

S for that night, let darkness seize upon it: let it not be joined unto the days of the year, let it not come into the number of the months. Lo, let that night be solitary, let no joyful voice come therein. Let them curse it that curse the day, who are ready to raise up their mourning. Let the stars of the twilight thereof, be dark; 
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let it look for light, but have none; neither let it see the dawning of the day: because it shut not up the doors of my mother's womb, nor hid sorrow from 

mine eyes.
( O that my grief were throughly weighed, * And my calamity laid in the balances together. 

( For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are 

swallowed up. And my. 

Lesson iij

W

HY died I not from the womb? why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly? Why did the knees prevent me? or why the breasts that I should suck?  For now should I have lain still and been quiet. I should have slept: then had I been at rest, with kings and counsellers of the earth, which built desolate places for themselves; or with princes that had gold, who filled their houses with silver: or as an hidden untimely birth I had not been: as infants which never saw light.

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend? * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now. 

Glory be. Now. 

__________________________________________________________________

Thursday

From the book of Job. 

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 4 

T

HEN Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, If we assay to commune with thee, wilt thou be grieved? but who can withhold himself from speaking? Behold, thou hast instructed many, and thou hast strengthened the weak hands. Thy words have upholden him that was falling, and thou hast strengthened the feeble knees. But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee. and thou art troubled. Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope, and the uprightness of thy ways?

( Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? * The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. As the Lord pleased, so hath it befallen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. 

( Naked came I out of my mother's womb. and naked shall I return thither. The Lord. 

Lesson ij 

1170
Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off? Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same. By the blast of Cod they perish, and by the breath of his nostrils are they consumed. The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce lion, and the teeth of the young lions, are broken. The old lion perisheth for lack of prey, and the stout lion's whelps are scattered abroad.  

( My sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters. For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me. I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet: * Yet trouble came. 

( Behold I cannot help myself, and they that were needful unto me have forsaken me. Yet trouble.

Lesson iij

N

OW a thing was secretly brought to me. and mine ear received a little thereof. 

In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men. Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made all my bones to shake. Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up; it stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there was silence, and I heard a voice, saying, Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his maker? Behold, he put no trust In his servants; and his ange1s he charged with foIly:

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now. Glory be. Now. 

__________________________________________________________________

Friday

From the book of Job.

Lesson j                                                                                                        Ch. 6

B

UT Job answered and said, Oh that my grief were through1y, weighed, and my calamity laid in the balances together! For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up. For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselves in array against me. 

( My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust: my skin is broken and become loathsome. * O remember, Lord, that my life is wind. 
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( My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope. O remember. 

Lesson ij 

D

OTH the wild ass bray when he hath grass? or loweth the ox over his fodder? 

Can that which is savoury be eaten without salt? or is there any taste in the white of an egg? The things that my soul refused to touch are as my sorrowful meat. 

( Are not my days few? Cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, * Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death. 

( Thine hands have made me, O Lord, and fashioned me together round about, yet thou dost destroy me. Before. 

Lesson iij 

O

H that I might have my request: and that God would grant me the thing that I long for! Even that it would please God to destroy me; that he would let loose his hand, and cut me off! Then should I yet have comfort: Yea, I would harden myself in sorrow: let him not spare; for I have not concealed the words of the Holy One. What is my strength, that 1 should hope? and what is mine end, that I should prolong my life?  Is my strength the strength of stones? or is my flesh of brass?  Is not my help in me? and is wisdom driven Quite from me?

( Hide not thy face from me, O Lord, withdraw thine hand far from me: * And let not thy dread make me afraid. 

( O Lord, correct me, but with judgment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to 

nothing. And let. Glory be. And let. 

__________________________________________________________________

Saturday

From the book of Job. 

Lesson j                                                                                                             Ch. 7 

I

S there not an appointed time to man upon earth? are not his days also like the days of an hireling? As a servant earnestly desireth the shadow, and as an hireling looketh for the reward of his work: So am I made to possess months of vanity, and wearisome nights are appointed to me. When llie down, I say, When shall I arise, and the night be gone? and I am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of the day. 

( O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, 
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until thy wrath be past, O Lord. * That thou wouldest. appoint me a set time, and remember me. 

( Are thy days as the days of man. that thou enquirest after mine iniquity? And there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. That thou. 

Lesson ij 

M

Y flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome. My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope. O remember that my life is wind: mine eye shall no more see good. The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more: thine eyes are upon me, and I am not.

( O that my grief were throughly weighed, * And my calamity laid in the balances together. 

( For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up. * And my. 

Lesson iij

A

S the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more. He shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him any more. Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit: I will complain in the bitterness of my soul. Am I a sea, or a whale, that thou settest a watch over me? 

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend? * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now. 

Glory be. Now. 

SATURDAY

BEFORE THE SECOND SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER.

On Magnificat, Antiphon. 
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         In all        this     * Job sinned not with his lips, nor         charged         God
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       foolishly. 
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SECOND SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER

IN THE FIRST NOCTURN
From the Book of Job

Lesson j                                                                                                     Ch. 9, 1-17 

T

HEN Job answered and said, I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be just with God?  If he will contend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand. He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: who hath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered? Which removeth the mountains, and they know not: which overturneth them in his anger. 

( Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? * The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. As the Lord pleased, so hath it befallen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. 

( Naked came lout of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither. The 

Lord. 

Lesson ij 

W

HICH shaketh the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereof tremble. Which commandeth the sun, and it riseth not: and sealeth up the stars. Which alone spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the sea. Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the chambers of the south. Which doeth great things, past finding out; yea, wonders without number.

( My sighing cometh before I eat, and my roarings are poured out like the waters. For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me. I was not in safety, neither had I rest, neither was I quiet: * Yet trouble came. 

( Behold I cannot help myself, and they that were needful unto me have forsaken me. Yet trouble. 

Lesson iij

L

O, he goeth by me, and I see him not: he passeth on also, but I perceive him not. Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? who will say unto him, What doest thou? If God will not withdraw his anger, the proud helpers do stoop under him. How much less shall I answer him, and choose out my words to reason with him? Whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not answer, but I would make supplication to my judge. If I had called, and he had answered me; yet would I not believe that he had hearkened unto my voice. For he breaketh me with a tempest, and multiplieth my wounds without cause. 

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend.? * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 
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( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now. Glory be. Now. 

IN THE SECOND NOCTURN

From the Book of Morals by S. Gregory the Great 

Lesson iv                                                                                    Morals Bk. 9, Ch. 2 

I

 KNOW it is so of a truth. and that man put with God is not justified. For man being put under God receives righteousness; being put with God he loses it: for everyone that compares himself with the Author of all good things bereaves himself of the good which he has received. For he that ascribes to himself blessings vouchsafed to him is fighting against God with his own gifts. Therefore by whatsoever means he being in contempt is lifted up, it is meet that being so set up he be brought to the ground by the same. Now because he sees that all the worth of our goodness is evil if it be strictly accounted of by the Judge of the interior; the holy man rightly subjoins: If thou wilt contend with him, thou shalt not be able to answer him one of a thousand. 

( My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken and become loathsome. * O remember, Lord, that my life is wind. 

( My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope. O remember. 

Lesson v 

I

N Holy Scripture, the number a thousand is wont to be taken for totality. Hence the Psalmist saith, The word which he commanded to a thousand generations; when it is sufficiently plain that from the very beginning of the world up to the coming of our Lord no more than seventy-seven generations are reckoned up by the Evangelist. What then is represented in the number a thousand, save, until the bringing forth of the new offspring, the complete whole of the race foreseen. Hence it is said by John, And shall reign with him a thousand years; for that reign of Holy Church is made complete by being perfected in entireness. 

( Are not my days few? Cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, * Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death. 

( Thine hands have made me, O Lord, and fashioned me together round about, yet thou dost destroy me. Before. 

Lesson vj 

N

OW forasmuch as a unit being multiplied is brought to ten; and ten being taken into itself is expanded to one hundred, which again being multiplied by 
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ten is extended to a thousand, since we set out with one to get to one thousand; what is here denoted by the designation of one but the commencement of good living? what by the fulness of the number a thousand but the perfection of that good life? Now to contend with God is not to ascribe to him but to take to one's self the glory of one's goodness. But let the holy man consider that the man who has already received even the chiefest gifts, if he is lifted up for what has been vouchsafed him, parts with all that he received.

( Hide not thy face from me, O Lord, withdraw thine hand far from me: * And let not thy dread make me afraid. 

( O Lord, correct me, but with judgment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. And let. Glory be. And let.
( vij. O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, O Lord. * That thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me. 

( Are thy days as the days of man, that thou enquirest after mine iniquity? And 

there is .none that can deliver out of thine hand. That thou.

( viij. One Seraph cried unto another, and said. * Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts * The whole earth is full of his glory. 

( There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word. and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One. Holy, holy. Glory be. The whole. 

__________________________________________________________________

Monday

From the book of Job. 

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 27 

M

OREOVER Job continued his parable, and said, As God liveth, who hath taken away my judgment; and the Almighty, who hath vexed my soul; all the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my mostrils; my lips shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit. God forbid that I should justify you; till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me. 

( My harp is turned to mourning, and my organ into the voice of them that weep. * Let me alone, O Lord, for my days are vanity. 

( My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burnt up with the heat. Let me. 

Lesson ij 

M

Y righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live. Let mine enemy be as the wicked, and he that 
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riseth up against me as the unrighteous. For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God taketh away his soul? Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh upon him? Will he delight himself in the Almighty? will he always call upon God?

( O that my grief were throughly weighed, * And my calamity laid in the balances together. 

( For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are 

swallowed up. And. 

Lesson iij 

I

 WILL teach you by the hand of God: that which is with the Almighty will I not conceal. Behold, all ye yourselves have seen it; why then are ye thus altogether vain? This is the portion of a wicked man  with God, and the heritage of oppressors, which they shall receive of the Almighty. If his children be multiplied, it is for the sword: and his offspring shall not be satisfied with bread. Those that remain of him shall be buried in death: and his widows shall not weep. 

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for 

your friend? * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea. return again,  my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now Glory be. Now.

__________________________________________________________________

Tuesday

From the book of Job 

Lesson j                                                                                                          Ch. 28 

B

UT where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place of understanding?  Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living. The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith. It is not with me. It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire.

(  My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken and become loathsome. * O remember, Lord, that my life is wind.

( My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope. O remember.  

Lesson ij 

T

HE gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold. No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the 
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price of wisdom is above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure gold. Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding?  Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the air. Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears. 

( Are not my days few? Cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little, * Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death. 

( Thine hands have made me, O Lord, and fashioned me together round about, yet thou dost destroy me. Before. 

Lesson iij 

G

OD understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof. For he looketh to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven: To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the waters by measure. When he made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder: Then did he see it, and declare it; he prepared it, yea, and searched it out. And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding. 

( Hide not thy face from me, O Lord, withdraw thine hand far from me: * And let not thy dread make me afraid.

( O Lord, correct me, but with judgment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing. And let. Glory be. And let. 

__________________________________________________________________

Wednesday

From the book of Job. 

Lesson j                                                                                                           Ch. 31 

I

 MADE a covenant with mine eyes: why then should I think upon a maid? or what portion of God is there from above? and what inheritance of the Almighty from on high? Is not dcstruction to the wicked ? and a strange punishment to the workers of iniquity? Doth not he see my ways, and count all my steps? If I have walked with vanity, or if my foot hath hasted to deceit; Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity. 

( O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou wouldest keep me secret. until thy wrath be past, O  Lord. * That thou wouldst appoint me a set time, and remember me. 

( Are thy days as the days of man, that thou enquirest after mine iniquity? And 
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there is none that can deliver out of thine hand. That thou. 

Lesson ij 

I

F my step hath turned out of the way, and mine heart walked after mine eyes, and if any blot hath cleaved to mine hands; Then let me sow, and let another eat; yea, let my offspring be rooted out. If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or if I have laid walt at my neighbour's door; Then let my wife grind unto another, and let others bow down upon her. For this is an heinous crime; yea, it is an iniquity to be punished by the judges. For it is a fire that consumeth to destruction, and would root out all mine increase.

( O that my grief  were throughly weighed, * And my calamity laid in the balances together.  

( For now it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed up. And my.  

Lesson iij 

I

F I did despise the cause of my manservant or of my maidservant, when they contended with me; What then shall I do when God riseth up? and when he visiteth, what shall I answer him? Did not he that made me in the womb make him? and did not one fashion us in the womb? If I have withheld the poor from their desire, or have caused the eyes of the widow to fall; or have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the fatherless hath not eaten thereof; (For from my youth he was brought up with me, and I have guided her from my mother's womb;) 

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend? * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue?  Now. Glory be. Now. 

__________________________________________________________________

THURSDAY

From the book of Job.

Lesson j                                                                                                            Ch. 38 

T

HEN the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge? Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me. Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
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( Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? * The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. As the Lord pleased, so hath it befallen. Blessed be the Namc of the Lord. 

( Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither. The Lord. 

Lesson ij

O

R who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb? When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddling-band for it, and brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, and said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed? Hast thou commanded the morning since thy days; and caused the dayspring to know his place; that it might take hold of the ends of the earth, that the wicked might be shaken out of it? 

( My sighing cometh before I eat, and my groanings are poured out like the waters. For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto me. I was not in safety. neither had I rest, neither was I quiet: * Yet trouble came. 

( Behold I cannot help myself, and they that were needful unto me have forsaken 

me. Yet trouble. 

Lesson iij 

I

T is turned as clay to the seal; and they stand as a garment. And from the wicked their light is withholden, and the high arm shall be broken. Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou walked in the search of the depth? Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of the shadow of death? Hast thou perceived the breadth of the earth? declare if thou knowest it all. Where is the way where light dwelleth? and as for darkness, where is the place thereof, that thou shouldest take it to the bound thereof, and that thou shouldest know the  paths to the house thereof?

( How forcible are right words! Do ye imagine to reprove words and dig a pit for your friend? * Now therefore be content. Look upon me. 

( Yea, return again, my cause is righteous. Is there injustice on my tongue? Now. 

Glory be. Now. 

FRIDAY

From the book of Job. 

Lesson j                                                                                                        Ch. 40 

T

HEN answered the Lord unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said, Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. Wilt 
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